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CHAP. XXX vi. 



Of the Empire of Italy. Of the Emperor 
Henry IV. and Pope Gregory VII, 
Of Rome and theEMPjRX in the Eleventfi 
Century. 

IT is now time to return to the ruins, of 
Rome, and that fliadow of the throne of 
the Caefars which began to appear again 
in Germany. 

It was yet uncertain who was to reign in 
Rome, or wh^t was to be the fate of Italy. 
The German emperors thought themfelvcs by 
right matters of the whole weftcrn empire : ar.i 
yet they were fcarcely fovereigns in Germany, 
where the great feudal government of the lords 
and bi(hops began to take deep rooti l^he* 
Voi.ll. B ^vix« 



2 O F H 6 N» RJY IV. 

Norman princes, who had conquered Apulia and 
Calabria, formed an<5WJR>WCr. The vcmtiani 
bad, by their example, infpircd all the great 
tqwnsoritalyr with the love of liberty and inde- 
pendence. I'he p4pcs were nolf yet Jbvcrcigns;, 
4)Ut wanted to be fo. 

The rif^ht of the emperors to nominate the 

popes bep^an to be cffikbHflieil ; but it in eafy to 

fee that the firfl favourable circumftance might 

givenafuJdcn turn to affairs. This foonfcU 

out under the miriortiy of tife cm^ 

1056 pcror, Henry IV. who waa in the 
life-time of his father I icniy 111. ac- 
Imowledgrd as his fuccefl?>r. 

Even in the time of this laflempcrror the im- 
perial authority bcf^a/i to decljne in Italy, llh 
fiftcr the countefs or diitchcfi of Tulcftny, nio- 
tJicr to that true bcn<:fadtref*i of the pope , t!ic 
countcfs Matilda d'Kflc, contributed more than 
any one to flir'up Italy[again(l herbrrither. To- 
gether with the marquifatc of- Mantua, ftic 
S)flened Ttifcany, and a part of LombarJy. 
aviiijj^ had the imprudence to come to (he Cier- 
man court, they detained her a coiijiJiKible 
time prifoner there. Her dau^^hter, the counteff 
Matilda, inherited her ambition, an i hatred U 
the imperial houfe. 

Durln;; ih*: minority of Henry IV. man 
p^ipeb were made by intriguei;, money, aiid civ 
dificntions. At Icnj^th, in i(/)iy Al 'xa •f'r I 
was elected without the inp'.rijl cotjit bcl 
at all confulted. That court in vain lioininar 
another pf^pc: its infcrefl was upon the decl 
in Italy ; Alexander II. carried his point, : 
obIi;;ed his competitor to leave Rome. 

The 
1 



AND GREGORY VII. j 

Though Henry IV. when he came of age 
faw him^if emperor of Italy and Germany, yet 
he was very much circumfcribed in his power. 
Part of the fecular and eoclefiaftical princes of 
his own country entered into cabals againft 
him ; and it is well known that he had no way 
of being mafter of Italy but at the head of a 
powerful army, and that he wanted. His power 
was trifling, but his courage was fupcrior to 
bi& fortune. 

Some authors relate, that being accufcJ in 
the diet of Wurtfburg of having intended to 
tflaifinate the Dukes of Suabia and 
Carinthia, he offered to fight the ac- 1073 
cufer, who was only a fimple gentle- 
man. The day was fixed for the combat, and 
the accufer not appearing, the emperor was 
acquitted. 

As foon as the authority of a prince comes 
to be difputed, an attack is generally ni:ide 
upon his morals. Henry was publicly re- 
proached with having^ miftrcffes, while the 
meaneft prieft was funered to keep them wit!i 
impunity. He wanted to be divorced from his 
wife, the daughter of a marquis of Fcrrara, 
with whom he pretended he had never been 
able to confummate his marriage. Some little 
irregularities of his youth contributed to four 
the minds of the people ftill more, and his cou- 
duft had weakened his power. 

There was at that time at Rome a monk of 
Cluni, lately made a cardinal, a mm of a rel- 
iefs, fiery, and enterprifing difpolition, and one 
who knew very well, upon occafion, how to 
jom artifice -to an ardent zeal for the prrt<:n- 
iioa3 of the church. • Hildebrand was tlie name 



4 Ol^ HEN R Y IV. 

of this daring mm, who afterwards came to be 
the famr^u.^ pope Gregory VIL He was born 
at SoAHf in Tufcunyf of obfcure parcnti * ; waa 
brought up at Rome, received into the order 
of the monies of Cluni, under the at^bot (Jdilon; 
and, being deputed to Rome upon ibme aflFain 
of hi) order, wai afterwards en: ployed by the 
popr^ in all affairs which required dexterity and 
refelution ; and began already to diflinguifli 
himfrif in It;ily by an intrepid and violent zeal. 
yhc public v(/icc declared him the fucceflbr of 
Alexander 11. under whofc pontifirate he go* 
vcrnf'd every thing. 'I he various thMnltcritf 
favourable Mnd unfavourable, which fo many 
writer* have given u^ of thi^ (ire^/ory, may be 
found comprf/ed in a pichi re which a Neapf»-* 
litan painter drew of him, in which he was re« 
prck-nted with a fhecp-hook in one hand^ 
and a whip in the other, tramplinji; u|v>n fcep^ 
trcn ; and by his ftdc St. Peter's ntt*i and fifii. 

(rregory engaged pope Alexander toitriice an 
unheard of blow, in fummonin;; young Henry to 
am^Tar at Komi before the tribunal of the holy ice* 
j'hi<: wa<t the firft example of Ut fignal an ex- 
ploit i a fid in what times wat it hazarded i 
vViKn kotiic had lK;«-n aixufion.ed by flenry 
III. the faihrr of this very Henry, to receive 
her tifhops at the fole command of the em- 
peror. Now it wav precifely thi> mark offer- 
vitudc wliifh C/if'vory anned at throwing ofF| 
anrt to pre v/ nt thr emperors from giving laws 
in Rome, he rcfolvcd that the pope fliouhi give 
lawt tr> thf; emperor. Thi;^ bold ftcp was 
arti-iidcd with no confe(|UciKe at that time. 

• iU v/ai tlie (vn ot ft csrpenlcr. 

In 
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In all this affair Alexander 11. feems like a 
forlorn hope difpatched by Hildebrand againft 
the empire, before he would venture to give it 
battle. The death of Alexander followed foon 
after this firft 2& of hoftility. 

Upon the demife-of this pontiff, 
^^73 Hildebrand had .credit enough to get 
himfelf elected and inftalled by the people of 
Rome, without waiting for the emperor's per- 
niiflion. But he foon after obtained it, upon 
promifing to be faithful to his interefts } and 
Henry, accepting of his excufes, fent his chan- 
cellor of Italy to confirm his eledion at Rome. 
Upon this occafion, the emperor being cautioned 
by his courtiers to beware of Gregory, publicly 
declared that this pope could never be ungratc- 
. ful to his bencfador ; but no fooner was Gr^* 
gory fettled in the papal chair, than he declared 
excommunicate all who fhould receive be- 
nefices from laymen, and every layman who 
ihould prefuire for the future to confer them. 
He had formed the defign of depriving all 
lay patrons of the right of prefencation to 
church livings. This was engaging the churcii 
in an open quarrel with the fovereigns of all 
nations. The violent temper of this pontitf 
broke out at th^ fame time againft Philip I. 
king of France. The affair related to fome 
Italian merchants who had been ranfomed by 
the French. The pope wrote a circular letter 
to the bifhops of France, in which he delivers 
bimfelf thus: >' Your king, fays he, is rather 
a tyrant than 9 king ; he fpcnJs his days m 
inramy and vice;" and immediately upon thefe 
indifcreet expreffions follow; the ifual threads 
•f excommunication. 

Bj ^%r. 



4 Or HENRY IV. 

107 < ^^ long after, while Henry wai. 
'^ engaged in a war with the 8axon)i« 
'the pope fcnt two legates to him, with a Turn- 
mont to come and anfwcr to the charrrc of hav« 
ing granted the inveftiture of benencen, and 
threatning'him with cxcommunicntion, in cafe 
of non«compliance. 7'hc two legates who 
brought this'ftrangc fummon.9, delivered their 
muiiage juft as thie emperor had obtained a com- 
'pictc vi£tory over the Saxons, and was rcturne 1 
crowned with glory, and grown more power- 
ful than they expcdlcd. It is eafy to conceive 
with what indignation a young emperor of five 
and twenty, victorious, And jealous of his dig- 
nity, mufi: have received fuch an embafly : yet 
he did not inflidt any exemplary punimment 
upon the dcputirs, the prejudices of thofc timet 
not allowing'; of fuch a ftep ; he contented hitn« 
fclf therefore with treating this piece of info* 
^ Iciicc with the contempt it defervcd^. 

'^7 and left thcfe indifcreet legates to 
the infultB of the fcrvants attending his court. 

Almoft at the fame time this pope alfo ex- 
communicated the Norman princes of Apulia 
and Calabria, (mentioned in the thirteenth 
chapter.) So many excommunications thrown 
•out upon the back of one another would in 
thefc times be looked upon as the height of 
folly and imprudence ; but it (hould be con- 
fidcred, that when Gregory ifllicd his menaces 
againft the king of France, he addrefled his 
bull to the duke of Aquitaine, that' king's 
vaflal, who was nearlv as powerful as tin! king 
bimfclf ; that when tie broke out againft the 
emperor, he had a part of Italy t>n his fide, 
U>j;ctbcr wuh the couotefii Matilda, 'Rome, and 

ene 
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Aticbalf of'CJcrmany ; firul tlut as to the Nur- 

.m.9as, tbey ^^x^ then tii« declarcJ cuconics ; fo 
titat, upon thcwIiolcy^Cjrc^ory'sbchav'iuur will 
appear rather tbccflcdt of an iniblciacand over- 
bearing temp<;r9 than of raflinefii or folly. He 
was fcnfiblc that in cnrlcaypuring to fct up his 
Ofwti Uignity atx>v]e that of the emperor, and all 
other crowned. ;hcadb| ;hc fbpuld luvc all the 
other churches on -biti fidje, who would be 
proud of being ncwnibtfrsof a bead -who knew 
fo v/cll bow to pull down every fupcrior power: 
and his dcfign was not only to throw ofi the 
vokc of the emperors, but at the fame time to 
. uring RorQjc, the emperors ^n4 Xingv in general* 
under the papal dominion, 'ifhis project was 
fuch an Ofi<;.a3 mi^ht have coft him his life, 

- And he could ex|)ect nootlier ; but. the greater 
the danger the greater (he glory. 

Henry hsid too mugh bufuiels upon his hands 

. in Germany to (juttcr him to go over to Italy ; 
and his firft ftcp ftemed rather that of an Italian 
k>rd th^iti An emperor .of Germany. Inllead of 

1 employing a general and an army, he is faid 
Jo have made ufe of a ruffian named Cenciu*., 

' famous for his robberies^ who fcized upon the 
pope in the ichurch of St. Mary Maggior, at 

. the very time iie was celebrating divine fervicc. 
Some refoluCeifeUowj, hi3 accoixiplices, gave the 
poncifF feveral wounds, and hurrying him away, 
ihut him .upiin.aitower of which Oencius had 

. .the poflcffion. 

'Henry allied more in the chara£lcr of a prince, 
in calling. a council at Worms, confdling of 
bi(hops, abbots* and doAors, in which he de- 
pofed the pope ; andthe'fonteiice was agreed to 
by all prdTeot, ^two. oolyucxfieptod. But this 

li i^ C'^\>Xl<» 
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tounui waintf'l trfwm to make tin iiwiRemn rrf» 
pc^tcfi at K'Jtn^. Hrfiry only lefler/i«;<l hU a«i- 
ftiority by wriri/if; to the p'/P^r^ tluf he haii 
(lrp<>M him, *nfl fo fhc p'^opie in f ionic, ^»r- 
Mflding rhrm any ]on;;cr to ;t<.knowlc')|/^ (^rc- 
Ijorv a% thifir p/mritt'. 

A 4 ^/on ft<» the pope rernivcfl th^if': infif^ni- 
li'itnt Irtter4, h«* si(lc!rr(lc<l hmMf in thrfe 
W/fh to a council he fiimmorM ii|V>n fhc r^c^ 
iufion : ^* In the nsimcr of alnif)r.)>ty O^rfl* aiiil 
by your authority, I prohibit llfinry the Ton ol 
our rriipTor Hrr»ry, ^rotn j^ovrrnin;/ ihr (irr- 
nmnir kin;<;flom, ;ifiil Ualy. I rdeaifc all chh' 
fliiin« fr'itn ihrir oathof all r|/i a nre tr/ him; and 
ftn^lly f'/tbid all \9rfhm front rcrvin;^ or at« 
trri'hnj'; bifti a« Wuv//* ThU 19 wril knowrt to 
h^ thr ifird luWuwtn of a \Hy\n:\ prrttndin^ to 
il'lirivr ii fovrrr>fi'n of hi* cnf'//h» VVt have al- 
r'-4'lyr f^' n L^wi^ thr; f>i;b//nnairc <]<-prifr/l by hit 
b!^iO|l^^ Ifiit fbcro wa*) at \*-9li Umin cobmr Tr^r 
tbnr /(r^;. Thrry ronrlf nmr^ I^wii in ap- 
P'*»ran'*e rifily to tb» '[nibli<; penanc* | and no 
t»nr \tfui cv*!r fin«;t th0 'hrft fuundingt of the 
Vb'nrh, prr?birtird co talk in the farnc strain m 
( fT'-vntY' T h^r cirritlar lefttri wrirtrn by thj4 
pontiff brfath the fame fpitit aft bi« frntcnre of 
«1''|KiriMon< }h there rrpraoi fevrral tirncc, 
** 'I hilt bifhopa are fHpnrfrjr to kin',rftt nni ft maile 
fo )ui\i^<k thmti:'' raprtiljfifi^ alike arrfrii an J 
prrfuniptuouit, an'l <aii'4iiatcrli{r>r brinfiioff in 
mII Hi^ « hiir' iiui'-ri ''f ih" y/or)fl fo hift-fftiiriiiaffJ. 

'VUm: U ihr f/rrati:flr prr>bfilulily that wlirn 
(iu'i'ot / rhiM ilrprticd hit f(;V«'ici;;n only: Ty 
pronoiiti'in;'. a few Worflft, he knew very w^-W 
rh4t he had in hii favour ibr rivrf war^ of 1/rt- 
tfiMiv, which bcfpin to Iirr4k cut a|ieir v/iih 
f tUs 
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the" grcateft fury. A bifhop of Utrecht, who 
had been greatly inftrumental in Gregory's 
condemnation, coming to be ftruck with a fud- 
den and painful illnefs, of which he died, re* 
pented, it is faid, upon his death-bed of what 
he had done, as an a£b of facrilege. This re- 
pentance of the foiihop, whether true or falfe, 
impofed upon the people. Thefe were no lon- 
ger the times when Germany was united under 
the Otho's. Henry (aw himfelf furrounded 
near Spires by the army of the confederates, 
who availed themf^lves of the pope's bull. Thr 
feudal government which then prevailed in Ger- 
many, natdrally produced fuch kind of revo- 
lutions. Each German prince was jealous of 
the imperial power, as the higher nobility of 
France Were of their king. The flame of 
civil war ftill lay fmothering, and a bull properly 
darted was fufficient to fet it into a blaze. 

The confederate princes granted Henry bis 
liberty, only on condition that he fhould live 
as a private perfon, and under fentence of ex- 
communication at Spires, without exercifmg 
any function either of a chriilian or a king> 
till the pope came to prefide at a diet of princes 
and bifhops, to be aflembled at Augfburg, and 
by whom he was to be tried. 

It is ceruin that thofe princes who had^ a 
right to chufe the emperor, had a right to de- 
pofe him ; but to make the pope preildent of 
the council appointed for trying him, was in 
fa£l to acknowledge the pontiff as the fupreme 
judge of both emperor and empire. This was 
the vidory of Gregory and of the popedom 5 and 
Henry, reduced to the£e extremities, ftill ad4ed 
to the griumph. 

B 5 ^\- 
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Willing to prerent this fatal trial at Auj^- 
burg, he took an unheard of relblutiont inltid- 
deniy pafling the AIpi at I'irol, with a few do- 
tnefticer, to nreient himfelf to aflc abfolution of 
the pope. Uregory was then with the counreft 
Mtttlaa in the town of Canofa* the antient 
Cafiufutm, on the Appennine mountains, near 
Rheggio, a fortrefs in thefe times deemed im- 
pregnable. This emperor, fo celebrated for bis 
YiAorics, prefents himfelf at the gates of the 
fortrefti without either guards or attendants* 
1 'hey ftopped him in the inner court, ftripped htm 
of \m cfoaths, and put him on an haircloth. 
In thiK condition, and barefooted, he was fnf- 
fered to remain in the court, though 

1077 it was then the month of Yanuary. 
They afterwards made him nfl; three 
day& before he was admitted to Icifs the pope's 
ftct, who all that time was (hut up with the 
rountefit Matilda, whofe fpiritual director be 
had long been. It is not at all furprifuig that 
this pr/|)e's enemies fliould have reflected upon 
him for his conduct with rrgard to the coun- 
tcfs. It is true he was an old man of feventy- 
t wo years of ase ; but then he was a fpiritual 
director, and Matilda was a weak young wo- 
man. The devout language which we find in 
the pope's letters to thb princefs compared 
with the violence of his ambition, might tempt 
one to believe that he made ufe of religion for 
a mafk to all his pafllons : but, on the other 
hand, we have not a fmgle hit or circumftancc 
to authorife fuch fufpicioiis. The hypocritical 
debauchee has neither the fettled enthufiafm 
nor the intrepid real of Gregory, whofe great 
auflerity made him b very danf^rous. 

At 



A/rtD GREGORY VH. n 

'. At length i the. emperor was permitted to 
thxx>w himfelf ^t the pontiff's feet, who deigned 
..to. grant him .afafoliition, but not till he had 
. -.fpvforn to waitforliis folemn -decifion at the dice 
.of Augiburg, and to/beperfedly obedient to 
iiim in all things. Some biihops and German 
lords of the emperor's party made the fame fub- 
miffibn. Gregory, thenlookii)? upon himfelf^ 
and not i^ithout reafon, as the: lord and mafter 
of all tbe QTQwned Jbeads of the earth, faid in 
feveral of his letters, "That it was his duty 
to puHyown the pride of kings." 

The people of Lombardy,- who ftill held out 
for the emperor, were fo incenfed at his mean 
fubmiffion,' that • they were upon the point of 
deferting him. Gregory, was more hated by 
them thanf^ven in Germany. .Happily for the 
emperor their . deteftation of the pope's arro- 
gance overbalanced their indignation at his 
roeannefs. 'Henry turned this to his advantage ; 
and, by a change of fortune hitherto unknown 
-totheGerfinian cmpci-ofs, he met with a ftrong 
party in Italy, when he was abandoned in Gcr- 
-many. Al) Lombandy took up arms againft 
. the pope, ^hile he on his -fide was raifmg all 
.Gtfrniafty-agaiiift the emperor. 

■ CJn the one hand the pope made ufe of every 
-art to get another emperor eleftcd in Germany, 
-and-Henry left nothing undone to perfuade the 
•Italians to chufe another pope. The 
iGerrtiahschofeRodoiphjdukeofSua- 1078 
rbia^upon which Gregory wrote word, 
that he would determine b^tv/eqn Henry and 
-Rodolph, and giv^' the crbwn'to him who 
-would fhew the moft fubmiinon to his authority. 
•Henry however trufted more to hwuoo\v^, ^"wv 
JB 6 vi 
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td the dccifion of the holy father; butWeting^ 
with fome ill fucceflcs, the pope growing more 
inrolcnt, cTccommunicatcd him afecond time, in 
1680. *' 1 deprive Henry of his crown, fayft he, 
and bellow the empi re of Germany on Rodolph c'* 
and to make the world believe that he reiilly 
had the difpofal of empires, he made a prefent to 
Rcxlolph of a golden crown on which this verfe 
>vas engraved : 

Pitra didit Petro^ Petrus diaditna^ Rodolpho. 

'< 7'hc rock gave Peter the crown, and Peter 
gives it t/> Rodolph »" 

7'hi3 vcrfe at once contains a wretched pun, 
and '^n affcfiation of haughtincA, which were 
equally the taftc of tluife times. 

In ihe mean time Henry's parjty bc|;an to 
gatlicr (trcngth in Germany.; and this vcty 
.princi-, who clad in haircloth and barefooted, 
bad waited three days at the mercy ofone whom 
he looked upon 'as his fuhjedl, now took two 
rcff^hitions which were more noble. One was 
to dcp'jlc th'j pope, and the other to give battle 
to hi.. com^HTtitor. Accordingly he 

ic8o aflcmblcd about twenty btftiops at 
I'rixcn, in the county oi lirol, who, 
acting at the fame time for the prelates of Lorn- 
bar dy, proceeded to cxconnnunicate and dcpofe 
CIrrrory VII. "for bcii.ig a fupprjrtcr of 
tyr.Mirsnnd an rncoura;^cr of fimony, facrilcge, 
and fii;rjic." After this tlicy proceeded to tl>c 
clrt^'ici'i of a new pope, «nil citofe Guibert, 
a<chbilhop of Ravenna ; and whUe tin's new 
p(;pc Ftadcns into Lomb^dy, to ftir up the peo- 
ple agaiiifl ^'I'cgory, Henry, at the head of 
an SLtmy^ marches againll his rivaj Kodojph. 
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'Warh cxeeft'oiPeiifhiiftafm; Of what we call a 
piotts-fraud, that induced Gregory at that time 
litQ prophecy that Henry Would-be: defeated and 
flaiii in ^is war i \^ 1 am not pope, &ys he in 
bis letter to the German- bifhops of, bis party, 
if thia doe» not fall out before St. Peter's dajit.'* 
Every one in his right fenfes knows *that none 
butafool'or an impoftor wotild pretend to foretel 
what is to come : but let us confider the errors 
which at that time had pofTeffion of the mimds 
.of manlcind. The learned in ail ages have 
been addi&ed to judicial aftrology. Gregory 
was reproached with having put faith in the 
predictions of aftrologers ; •. and the a£t of depo- 
fition made againft him at Brixen fays, ^^ THat 
he dealt in divinations, and interpreting dreams;"' 
and on this foundation they accu fed Jiim bf 
magic : he has likewife been called an impoftor, 
on account of his falfc and odd kind of pr^- 
didion aboise-mentioned, whilll perhaps he 
was at the worft but a credulous man. 

This predidion oF his, however, fell upon 
his own creature Rodolph, whom he was fo 
proud :of having made an emperor, he being 
defeated and afterwards flain by Godfrey of 
. Bouillon, nephew to the countefs Ma- 
tilda, and the fame who made the 1080 
conqueft of Jerufalem.* Who would 
imagine that the pope fhould then^ inftead of 
making advances to Henry, write to the Ger- 
man bifhops, ' " That they fliould. proceed to 
the deftion of a new emperor^ on condition of 
.bis yielding homage to tlie pope, and acknow* 
ledging hiinfelf his vaflal ? ". Thcfe letters plain- 
ly fliew, that, there was ftill a very powerful 
I>arty. againft Hftory in X2;ermaay« 
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'.'Atthifl Very tione it. was,; that the |k)pei6r* 
4rred his legates in.Funce to denpoml.a yumif 
..tribute of a,.filver .demer. for ev^ry hou^^.Jn 
I. like manner .OS was dooe in Englanck • 

i>pain was treated in a ftill more despotic man- 
net by iiicn.; for he pretended to bdilord pa- 
ramount of the whole kiogdom, and fays in 
his 1 6th cpiftle, ^^ That it is much better : it 
fliould belong to the Saracens than not do ho- 
fl&age to, tlie. holy fee." 

lie wrote tbu:; tO'SuIomon,kingxif Hungasy^ 
a country .whi'h had at that time hacdly. em- 
braced .Cbrifliunity : ^* You knay learn from 
'the elders of youi country liiat the kingdom of 
Hungary brrlou' i to ih'r church of Rome/* 

Enterprizcs of this iiatuic, however rafh 

they m&y fcem to us, nre alwavs the neceiiary 

. confcqucnces of thr rei^^ning opinions of the 

times; and umloui}tolly the igitorance which 

{ prevailed in thc/c ;^gcs made it the general bc- 
icf that the churcli wa:i the miftrcis of king- 
domSy or the pope would never have ventured 
to write always in this ftile. 

His inflexibility towards Henry was not like- 
. ivife witliout foundation. He had gained fuch 
an afcendancy over the countcfs Matilda* that 
Ac m:ulc an authentic dcmation of her icrrito- 
ries to the holy fee, only reserving the enjoy- 
ment of them for her natural life. It is not 
- known whether this conccllion was made by a 
public adi, or by a private deed U tv/eon the 
two partic**. 'I he cuiiotn at that liinc was, 
when any one made a donation <;f thuir ^ooda 
or territories to the church, to pluce a liunp of 
.earth upon the altar -, and, inftead of a deed, 
there were witnei&s pxefcnt on both ^dcs, Jt 

ia 
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is faid that Matilda made two leieral donations- 
ef her effefU to the fee of Rpme. 

The validity of this donation, confirmed af- 
terwards i)y her will, was never difputed by her 
nephew^Henry, and ftill remains the nnoft au- 
thentic title of any claimed. by the popes ; but 
yet this very title proved a firefh fubjc^ ^of 
difpute. The countefs pofTefled Tufcany, Man- 
tua, Parma, Rheggio, Placentia, Ferrara, Mo- 
dena, a part of Umbria, and the dutchy of Spo- 
leto, Verona, almoft the whole of what is now 
called St. Peter's Patrimony, reaching from 
. Viterbo as far as Orvieto, together with a part 
of the marche of Ancona. 

Henry III. had given this marche of Ancona. 
to the popes; but however this did not prevent 
the countefs Matilda's mother from taking pof- 
fe£5ion of the towns which Ihe thought of right 
belonged to her. It feems as if Matilda was 
deiirous of making reparation after her death 
for the injury fhe had done to the holy fee dur- 
ing her life- time: but it was not in her power 
to give away the unalienable fiefs ; and the em- 
perors pretended that her whole patrimony was 
a fief belonging to the empire. Therefore this 
was in effect leaving territories to be conquered^ 
and making a legacy of continual wars. Hen- 
ry IV. as heir, and lord paramount, looked 
upon this donation as an abfolute violation of 
the rights of the c;npire : however, in the end, 
he wa3 obliged to yield a part of thofe territo- 
ries to the holy fee. 

Henry ftill continuing his ven- 1083 
geance, came at length before Rome, 
and laid fiege to it ; and made himielf mafier 
4>f the part4if the-towA^n-this-fide the Tiller, 

cilled 
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called ' the Leonina i but while he wat me^* 
nacing the pope, ht entered into a negociatlon 
With the citizens, and gained over the princi- 
pal ones to his party by money* l*he people 
threw chemfelves at Gregory's feet, befeeching 
him to avert the miferies of a fiege, by maJLing 
conceiBons to the emperor. I'he intrepid pon* 
tift* replied, that the emperor muft do penance 
once more, if lietxpeded abfolution. 

The fiege proved a long one^ for Henry 
could not carry it on cojiibntlv in perfun, be- 
ing obliged to pafs over into Geniuny to put 
a ftop to fome infurrcdions there ; but at 
length he took the city bv aflault. It 
1083 is very Angular, that the emperors 
had made tnemfelves fo often maftcra 
of Rome, and yet ntvtr chofe to reiide there, 
Grcgc>ry, however, was not yet talcen, hav- 
ing retired into the caflle of St. Angclo, from 
whence be defied and excommunicated his con- 
queror. 

Rome fmartcd fevertly for the refolutenefs of 
her pontiff'. Robert Ciuifcvrd, duke of Apulia^ 
one of thofc idnwun Normanb of wluim 1 have 
aheady ffxikcn, took advania^^e of the empe- 
tor's abfencc to come to the pope's relief ; but 
at tlie fnme time lie plundered Rome ^ and that 
unhappycity was» ravaged at once by the imperial 
troops', who kept the |Ki))e l>eAeged, and by the 
Nesi|>oIiLanb, who came to deliver him. (ice- 
. gory VII. died trnxc time afterward:^ at Salerno, 
May ?4, 10H5, leaving iieliind him a me- 
mory dear aiui re(i)c^tcd by the Ronian clergy^ 
who inhiirited his pride, butdctcited l)y the em- 
perors and bv tvtry good citi'/.en who reflects 
mffQii ibp iiatai tsSUlk Qt bid iufloublc ambiciiiii. 

The 
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The church, of whofe caufe he was at 'Once 
the revenger and the viAim, have placed him 
among their faints, in the fame manner as the 
ancient nations were wont to deify their pro- 
tectors and defenders. 

The countefs Matilda, having loft Gi'e- 
gory, foon after married the young prince 
Guelph, fon to Guelph duke of Bavaria : (he 
now faw all the folly of her late donation ; ftie 
was about forty-two years of a^e, and might 

?Tt have had chil ir^n, who muft have been 
eft heirs to a civil war. 

The death of Gregory did not however ex- 
ti-iguifli the flames which his am^'iiion had raif- 
ed. His furceflbrs would not fubmit their elec- 
tions to the apprchation of the emperors; the 
church l)"in<.' fi> far from thinking of paying 
homage,- t:iat iho exacted it of every one; 
and an ompero!, w'vn cxcommimioatcd, Wiii 
no longer looked upon us a human being. A 
monk, abb<;t of Mount Cailin, was chofeti 
fucceffor to the monk Hildcbmn J, and in every 
thingrefembled' him^ but his rcizn .was -very 
fliort; and he was fucceeded by urban II. a 
Frenchman, born of mean extra<£lion, who 
held the i'ee for eleven years, and was another 
implacable enemy to the emperor, 

Jt is dear to'me^ that the true foundation of 
thefe difputes was, that the popes and the Ro- 
man people were: not for having any emperort 
of R6me, ^d thei pretence they made ufe of 
:as an' holy one, was, that the popes, as guar* 
diansfofiths rights lof the • church, could not 
fuffer fecular princes to perform the invieftiture 
of InftiDps with: the icrofier and ring. It iscer* 
tain, nhac the bifbops were (uhjo^ildo their 
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:i>rMice<9 2Uid received their rights from them; 
iMd -thereroic pvvtd them a homage for the Ccr-* 

• ritorics chcy held by ihcir boujity. The em- 
.pcrors and k.iii^<;s did not pretend to confer tlif 
gift of the holy fpirii, but they expc£led ho- 
mage for the tein])orilities they confericd.'l'he 

• forniah'ty of the crofier aud ring was oply an 
accidental part of the piincipal point; but it 

• happened hcjc, as it does in almoft all difput<;f, 
fthat the foundation was neglected, aiid (hey 

w .iuid the whole itreis .upon an indifFcrent ce- 
remony. 

Henry IV. coi.nanily exconfununicated, and 

pL'irccuif.'d on titi-'t pretence by every pope in hjs 

time, cxp;;jivii<;Ld all the milerics that civil vr 

rclijfUius wdra could produce. Urban II. ftirred 

up his own fon Conra^l a^inft him> and,, after 

the death of thi^j unnatural Ton, his brochci* 

ivho wab afterwards licuty V. made war againf^ 

his father. This was the fecond time fincc 

Charlemagne, that tJie popcB bad armed the 

han<lfl. of children affainfl their parents. 

Jienry IV. betrayed by his Ton iicnry^ ti% 

lycwis the Dehonnaire had been by 

.1^06 bis children, wasffliut up in Mentz; 

■ wiii titer two legates came from the 

pope to de])ofe him; and two deputies /ent from 

libe diet by Ids <bn, divcftcd him of the impc- 

•xial robes. 

Soon after having made his efcape from pri« 
fon, he wandered upland down 
y^ug. 7. poor and fricndlcft, and died .at 
lengthf at Liege, in a mare mi- 
fcrable and obfcure condition than bis adver- 
iiiry Gregory VII. .after having fo long attrac- 
ted the eyes of all Europe bj hii .viAo- 

ficH 
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jieSj his grandeur, his misfortunes, his vices^ 
and his virtues. When he was upon his death- 
bed he cried out, ^^ Jufl: God, thou wilt re- 
venge me on this parricide/' It has been be- 
lieved in all ages, that God hears the curfes of 
the dying, and efpecially thofe of parents : an 
.error which would be .ufeful and . deferving of 
refpedl, did it prove the means of putting a ftop 
to crimes. Biut another error has prevailed 
more generally among us, namely, that of 
believing all excommunicated perfonsto be 
damned. Henry's fon put the finiihing llrokc 
-to his. unnatural hypocrify and impiety, by cauf- 
ing his father's body, under afhocking pretence 
to religious fcruplcs, to be taken out of the 
grave where .it was.buried^ in the cathedral- 
church of Xfiege,' and carried to a cave iu 
Spires. 

C H A P. XXXVII. 

Of the:£mperor Hbkky V. aiid of Rome, 'till 
the Time of FrehbricjcL called <^arb a* 

ROSSA. 

-''Tr^HIS Henry iV. who> armed with the pope's 
iM. bull,, had dethroned his father, and after- 
:wanls.dug:.him out of hi^rrave, maintained 
the' iarae- prerogati ves. as his mher againft the 
: church, 2s foon.as he came to be in poilcffioa 
of the empire. 

- The. popes had already (bund out fike fecret 

of (heltering themfelves againft the cmipeFors 

■ under the kings of France. It is true, the pre- 
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tenfions ot the fee of Rome ftruck at the au- 
thority of all frivcrcignfl ; but then the popet 
knew how to manuf^c by treati' 8 thofe whom 
they infultcd by their iiuIN. The kingi of 
Frame had no pretcnfions upon Rome^ and 
were only jealous of the Germans, who 
were their n( ifrhhotirs ; this maile them there- 
fore natutiil allies to the popes. On this ac- 
- CQunr, Hafchnl II. went to France to implore 
the aiiiilance of Philip I. in which he was af- 
terwards imitiitcd by ni<iny of his fucccflbrs. 
'J 'he pc»pe, noiwilhftandin^ the territories which 
the (vc o\ Rome pdflefl'rd, the pretended dona- 
tions (if tl)C emperors Fc}<iii and Charlemagne, 
and the ical one of the coun.efs Matilda, was 
not y. t b'M r. inca powerful | rince; almod every 
foot of thck tnritnries were cither contcfted 
him, or in the ;'<^tnal policifiofi of others. The 
rmpcror, jir>t wiihout i(«ii<>i, njaintuincd that 
Maiilda*s trrritoiics ought to revert to himM a 
fief of the empire \ To that the popes were en- 

faged both in a fpiritual and temporal quarrel, 
aichal II. could obtain nothing more of king 
Philip than a pcrmimon to hold a 
. 1107. council at Troycs, the French go- 
vetnment being then too weak» and 
too much divided to ufli(t him with troops. 

Henry V. having, after a (hort war, con- 
cluded a treaty with the Poles, found mc-ans to 
'. engage the prmces of the emprc in the fupport 
of nis rights ( and thoic very princes who had 
afliflcd him to dethrone his father, in compli- 
ance with the |'opc*!» bull.*i, now joined with 
htm to caufc thofe bulls to be annulled in 
Romet 
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Upon this be pafled the Alpt with 
a powerful army; and Rome was 
once more drenched in blood for this quarrel of 
the croficr and the ring. Treaties, perjuries^ 
excommunications, and murders, followed 
each other in rapid fucceiiion, Pafchal bav« 
ing folemnly given up the inveftitures in 
the emperor's favour, and ratified it on the 
holy gofpcls, made the cardinals afterwards 
abrogate his bath, a new manner of breaking 
a promife ; and fufFcred himfelf to be treat- 
ed in full council as a coward, and a prevari- 
cator, in order to be compelled to refume what 
he had fo folemnly given. This occafioncd 
the emperor to malcc a fecond expedition againft 
Rome \ for the Ocrman Caefars fcarcely ever 
went thither but upon ecclcfiaftical diiputes, 
the principal of which was about the ceremony 
of the coronation. At length Henry V. after 
bavins created, dcpofed, banifhed, and recalled 
if vera! popes, and having been as often excom- 
municated as bis father, and like him difturbed 
by his great vaflals in Germany, was 
obliged to put an end to the war about 1 1 22 
inveltitures, and give up the point of 
the crofter and the ring ; and he gave up ftill 
more ; for, by a folemn adt, he for ever re- 
nounced the right, which had been always 
claimed by the emperors and the kings of France, • 
of nominating to vacant bifhoprics, or, at leaft, 
of intcrpofing their authority in fuch manner at 
the eledions, as made them abfolute mailers of 
the choice. 

It was determined then in a council held at 
Rome, that kings fhould no longer grant in- 
veftitures tP thoin canonical !y chofcn, by giv- . 
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ing B crooked fluff, but by a ring ; anfl the a£ls 
of this coujicil were ratihcd by the emperor in 
Germany, and thus finiihcd this blowiy and ridi- 
culous war. But the lame time that the council 
-decided (u methodically the kind of ftafF witk 
Airhidi biihoprics were to be granted, they took 
efpccial care not to touch upon the qucuionSf 
whether the emperor had a right to nominate to 
the fee of Rome ? whether the pope was his vaflal ? 
mid whether the great ]x>irelIions of the counteA 
IVIutihU hcIon**cd to the churchy or to the em- 
prc i h I'ccmcd as if they kept thefe in refcrve, 
ii« li i-lh fuel for a new war. 

After the death of Henry V. who 
^ left no ifllir, t!ic empire being ftill 
derive, was conferred by the votes of ten clec-^ 
tors on a prince of the houfc of Saxony, nam- 
rd Lothariiis II. 'Inhere were much fewer in-- 
trigiies and quarrels about the imperial throne 
than abi'Ut ihc papal chair ; for although in a 
council held by pope Nicholas II. in 1059, it 
lud been decrcrJ, thiit ilic pope ihould be elec- 
ted liy the cardinal- hi ihups yet there had been 
jhi let foi 111, nor eertaiii rule ellablifhcd as yet 
ill their eliCtionh. 'i'his ilicntial difed in the 
churi h-f;i»veininent wa:. owin^ to an ijiUitution 
in ic(ri{ irijujtjlle. The priiuitive Chriilians* 
who WMc .ill rtjiially obleuie and united among 
tl)cnili-]\c-s, hv tlic fear of the ina^Mltratcs, go« 
verned in Imet their humble and holy locict^ 
by a pluraltiv of voices. Riches havini\ in pro- 
cettt of time iuLcceJed tn their orijjinal indi- 
gciue, nothitii' rciuaiiied ot the primitive church 
liut this jujpular liberty, which fometimes grew 
into licentiouf hefs. The cardinals, bifllops^ 
pcicllii, and clergy who compofed the |N>pe't 

<^OUJl- 
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council, hddagre^ (hare fn the clee^ion ; but 
the reft of the clergy warned likewife xo •njoy 
their ancient ri^ht; the people too looked up- 
on theif fuffrages as /icceil-iry ; and the einpc- 
rors thought, that all thefe votes p t together 
fignified nothing without their aflenc. 

Peterdf Leon, grandfon or a wealthy 
Jew, Was' eleftftd by one laxHion^ and " ^^3^ 
InnolDtet IL by another. Tius occbfioncd a 
new civil war; the Jew's fon, as bcinj; the 
richeftj kept pofleffion of Rom", and was pro- 
tefted by Roger king of Sicily* ; his conipe-^ 
titor being more artful, and more fortunate,- 
was acknowledged in France and Germany. 

And here occurs an hiftorical fadt wiiich is' 
by no means tb be paflcd over. This Inno- 
cent II. in order to gain thecniperor^s fuffrage, • 
yields to him and his children the ufufrucl of 
all the territories of the late counters Matilda, 
by a deed dated the J3th of June 1133. At 
length Peter, whom they called th-^ Jewifh 
pope, dying, after a reign of e!;^nt years, In- 
nocent ll, remained in qui t pcli^rilion of the 
fee of Rome ; and there folio .vcd a truce of 
fome years between the emperor arid pontificate; 
the madnr:fs after- cru fades, which was then at 
its height, drawing the minds of people ano- 
ther way. 

Rome however was not yet ri:iiet. The an-- 
tient lo\'e of libcity conLiitued from- time to 
time to fhew it^ljlf : fevcral cities of Italy had 
taken advantage of the troubles to form thcm- 
felves into republics ; thefe wvi'^ Florence, Si- 
enna, Bologna, Milan, and Pavia. They had " 

• . ■•- ^— a*" 
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before their eves the great examples o| Ofcnoa» 
Venice, and rifa; and Rome ftill remembctredi 
that ihe had been the city of i;ho great. Scipiot«j 
The people rcftored the Ihadow of ai renaie^ 
which the cardinals had iibolifhed, and created 
a patrician in the room of two confula. This* 

new fcnate ftgnified to pope Lucius II. 
x't44 that the fovcreignty reiuied in che[ 

people of Rnpie ; and that the bifliop 
ouKht to concern himfelf only sibout the church. 
The members who compol'ed this fcnate hav*4 
ing entrenched themfclvcs in the capitol^ pope 
Lucius bcficgcd them there in pcrfon j but was 
wounded in the hcttd with a (lone, of which b« 
died in a few davs. 

At this time Arnold of Brefcta, one of tho(c 
f nthufiaftic perfons who are dangerous to them- 
fclvcs and to the reft of mankind, went from 
town to town preaching againft the exorbitant 
riches and luxury of the clergy : he at length 
came to Rome, where he found the minds of 
the people difpofed to lidcn to him ; he had 
conceived the idle notion of reforming the 
popes, and contributin<^ to make the church of 
Rome fice. hu(rcnc IlL formerly a monk of 
CitteauXf and of Clervaux, was at that time 
pope. To this |)ope St. Bernard thus writes : 
•' Hrwareofthc Romanii, they arc h:itcful to 
heaven and earth, impious towards CiofI, and 
feditious among thcmrelvcs : jealous of their 
neighbours, and cruel towards ftiangcrb : they 
love no one, nor arc they beloved of any one j 
and, dcfirous of making the world fear them, 
they are afraid of all the world, &c." If w« 
compare thcfe antithefes of St. Bernard with 
the lives of many of the popes, wc iball readily 

, cxcuU; 
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€3rcu(e a people, who, bearing the name of 
Romans, endeavoured to have no mafter. 

Pope Eugene III. had the addrefs to bring 
thefe people back to his yoke, who had been 
accuftomed to that of u> many others. But 
Arnold of^BreAda, in reward for his preach- 
ings, was burnt at Rome during the papacy of 
Adrian IV. and thus met with the ufual fate of 
reformers, who have more indifcretion than 
power.' 

I think I ought to obferve, in this place^ 
that Adrian IV. who was an Engliihman by 
birth X9 arrived to this pitch of grandeur from 
the moft al^e£t of all conditions. He was the 
fon of a beggar, and had been a beggar himfelf, 
ftrolline about from country to country before he 
could obtain favour to be received as a fcrvant 
among the monks of Valence inDauphiny; 
and from thefe low beginnings he raifcd him- 
felf to be pope. 

Our fentiments generally tally with our pre- 
fcnt fortunes. This Adrian was fo much the 
more haughty as he arofe from the moft abjcdl 
condition. The Romifh church has always 
had the advantage of giving that to merit which 
in other countries is given only to birth ; and 
it may even be obferved, that thofe among the 
popes who have (hewn the moft haughtmefs, 
were they who raifed themfelves from the 

X His real name was Nicholas Breakfpeare, born in the 
Cann of Langley, belonging to the abbey of Sc. Alban's, in 
which his father was a fervant and lay-brother. Nicholas^ 
going to Aries in Provence, was admitted in quality of fer- 
vant to the canons of St. Rufus, where he became a monk, 
and in the fequel wm raifed to the rank of abbot^ and ge* 
oeral of the order. 
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mcancft beginnings. There are at prcfent coiU| 
vcntft in Germany^ where they admit none bu^ 
perfons of noble birth : the Roman fpirit bai 
more grandeur, and lifs vanity. 

CHAP. XXXVI IL 
Of Frederick Barbarossa. 

■ A '^ ^^^^ ^''"^ reigned in Germany 

'5 £\ Ffcdcritk t. named Barbaroffa, 
who wa<i elected after the death of bis uncle 
Conrad III* not only bv the German elcciors^ 
but by the I/ombards liKewirc* who on this oc* 
cafion gave their votes. Ficdcrick was a prince 
in all rcfpc&H equal to Otho and Charlemagne* 
He wa<; obli;;cd to ^o to Rome to take the im- 
perial crown, which the popes bcAowed both 
with haiightincf» and regret, wanting to crown 
him as a vaflal, and vexed to receive him as a 
maflcr. This ambizuouH fituation of the popci, 
the emporor*;, the Roman people, sind the prin- 
cipal towns of Italy, alw:iyj occiifloncd the ef- 
fufion of blood at every coronation of a new 
emperor. It was t)ie cudoni* that when 
the emperor drew near to Rcmie in order 
to be crowned, the pope entrenched himfelf. 
the people ftood upon their guard, and all 
Italy was up in arms. The emperor then pro- 
fnifcd that he would attempt nothing againfl 
the life, the pcrfon, nor the honour of the 
popr, the cardin;il<;, nor the magiffrates. A 
knight, cc^mplctely armwl, took thi'; oath upon 
the crofs, in the name of FrcUcrick* The 

pppc 
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pope then went to meet the emperor feme 
miles from Rome ; the Roman cereinonial re- 
quired that the emperor fhould proftrate himfelf 
before the pope and kifs his feet, hold his ftir- 
rup, and lead the holy father's white palfrey by 
the bridle the diftance of nine Roman paces* 
It was not thus, however, that the popes ufed 
to receive Charlemagne. Frederick looked upon 
this ceremony as an infult, and refufed io fubmit 
to it : upon this refufal all the cardinals fled, as 
if this prince had been guilty of a facrilege, 
idiich was the fignal of a civil war. But the 
Roman chancery, which kept a regifter of every 
thing of this kind, made him fenilble^ that his 
predecefl^rs had always complied with* thefe ce- 
remonies. I queftion whether any other em- 
peror but Lotharius 11. fucceflTor to Henry V. 
had led the pope's horfe by the bridle. The 
ceremony of kiffing his feet, which was the 
eftablifhed cuftom, did not hurt Frederick's 
pride ; but he could not bear that of holding 
the ftirrup and the bridle^ looking upon it as 
Bn innovation. However, his pride at length 
digefted thefe two fuppofed affronts, which he 
conftrued only as empty marks of chriftian 
humility, but which the court of Rome rec- 
koned as proofs of real fubjeftion. 

The deputies of the Roman people were 
grown fo infolent, fince almoft all the other ci- 
ties of Italy had rung the alarm of liberty, that 
they wanted to ftipiuate on their fide with the 
emperor 5 but upon beginning their harranguc 
in thefe terms : " Great king, we have made 
you our fellow-citizen and our prince, of a fo- 
reigner that you was before.'* The emperor, 
Vrcaried out with fuch repeated infolecvc\&%<^ 
C 2 (^<&u^ 
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filenced them, and told them in plain tenrn ! 
*< Rome is no longer what (he was i nor is it 
true that it is you who have called me to be 
your prince* Charlemagne and Otbo conquer* 
cd you by their valour, and I am your mafter 
by right of poflcflion." With theie worda be 

ient them back, and was inaufl;urat« 

June 1 8, ed without the walls of the city by 

' xi5S« the pope, who put the fceptre into 

his hand, and the crown on his head* 
At that time they knew fo little of what the 
empire really was, and their feveral pretenfiona 
were fo contradictory to each other, that on 
the one hand the Roman people mutinied, and 
there was a great deal of blood fpilt, becaufe 
the pope had crowned the emperor without the 
confcnt of the fenate and the people ; and on 
tlur other hand, pope Adrian, by all his letters^ 
declared that he had conferred the benefice of 
the Roman empire on Frederick ; " Beneficium 
imperii Romani :** this word beneficium literally 
fiKnificd a fief. Moreover, he publicly exhi- 
bited in Rome a pidturc of the emperor Lotha* 
rius II. on his knees before pope Alexander IL 
holding both his hands joined between thofe of 
the pontiff', which was the didinguifhing mark 
of vaflalagc ; and on it was this infcription : 

Rex vcnit ante fores^ jurans prius urlis honores : 
Vojl homo fit papa^ fumit quo dunte coronam. 

•* The king appears at the g.ite and fwears to 
nnlntain -the honour of Rome, and he be- 
comes the popc'» vaflid, who grants him the 
crown." 

Fredc* 
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Frederick, who was then at Befan^on*, 
hearing thefe proceedings, and having exprcf- 
fed his difpleafure at them, a cardinal then pre- 
fcnt made aniwer, ** Of whom then does he 
hold the empire but of the pope ?'' Otho, count 
Palatine, was (o enraged at this infolent fpeech, 
that he was very near running him. through the 
body with the imperial fword, which he held in 
his hand. The cardinal immediately fled, and 
the pope entered into a treaty. The Germans 
at that time cut all difputes fhort with the (word; 
and the court of Rome (heltered itfelf in the 
ambiguity of its exprefiions. 

Roger, conqueror of the Muflfulmans in Si* 
dly, and of the Chriftians in Naples, had ob- 
tained the inveftiture of thofe countries by kif- 
fing the feet of pope Urban IL who reduced 
die fervice or duty to fix hundred gold befanis 
or fquifates^ a coin in value about a piftole. 
Pope Adrian IV, when befieeed by William in 
1156, gave up to him feverai eccleiiaftical pre-* 
tei&ons. He even coiifented, that this ifland 
fliould never have any legate, nor be fubje6l to 
an appeal to the fee of Rome, except when the 
king pleafed. Ever fmce which time the kings 
of Sicilv, though the only princes that are vaf* 
ials of tne pope, are as it were popes themfelves 
in that ifland. The Roman pontifi^s, thus ador- 
ed and abufed, fomewhat refembled, if I may 
dare ufe the expreilion, the idols which the In- 
dians beat to obtain favours from them. 

Adrian however fully revenged himfelf upon 

* In the Prancbe Comte, as it is now calied, a part of th* 
kifiSdofn of BorgUDdy, whicb bad derolvcd to Frederick 
^m»rria5«, 

C 3 o^^ism 
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Other kings who flood in need of him* He 
wrote thus to king Henrv IL of England : 
** There is no doubt, and you know it very 
well, that Ireland, and all the iflands who have 
received the faith, appertain to the church of 
Rome : now, if you want to take poiTei&on of 
that ifland, in oraer to banifli vice from thence^ 
to enforce an obfervance of the laws, and with 
an intent of paying the yearly tribute of St. 
Peter's penny for every houfc, wc with pleafure. 
grant you your requeu." 

. If I may be allowed to make fome reflexions 
in this hiftorical eflay of the world, I cannot 
help obferving that it is very ftrangely eovem- 
ed* An Engliih beggar, become bimop of 
Rome, beftows Ireland, by bis own authorityv 
on a man who wants to uiurp it. The popett 
' had carried on more than one war about the in-i 
veftiture by the crofter and ring ; and Adriaa 
icnds Henry II. a ring as a mark of the inveftnv 
ture of Ireland. If a king had given a ring up* 
on conferring a prebendary, he would have beea* 
guilty of facrilcge. 

. Tne intrepid atSlivity of Frederick Barbaroflk 
was but barely able to fubdue the popes who^ 
difputcd the empire, Rome who refufed to ac-» 
knowledge a mafter, and all the cities of Italy 
who flood up for their liberty. He had at the 
fame time the Bohemians to reprefs, who had 
mutinied againft him, and the Poles with whom' 
he was at war ; yet all this did he effect. He 
cpnquered Poland, and ereded it into a tribu- 
tary kingdom* He quelled the tu- 
I158 mults in &>hemia, which had already 
been ere£led into a kingdom by Hend- 
ry IV. in 1086 i and it is faid that the king of 

Den- 
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Di^nmark reccivrf the inveftiture of hit domi-^ 
iiions from him. He Secured the fidelity of tht 
princes of the empire by rendering himielf for- 
midable to foreign nations, and flew back to 
Italy, who founded her hopes of liberty on the 
troubles and perplexities of this prince. Oa 
his arrival he found every thing in confufion, 
not fo much from the efforts of the fcveral citiei 
to recover their liberty, as frohi that party fury, 
•which, as I have already obfcrved, conftantl^ 
prevailed at the eledions of popes. 

Adrian IV; dyings two oppofite ^ 
fsu^idns tumultuouliy elcfted the two ^ 
per foni kiiOwn by the naoiiis of Vi6ior 11. ami 
Alexander III. The eliipelx>r's allies neceflarily 
acknowledged the pope chofeii by him ; and ths 
princes, who w^re jealous of the empetor^ ac*' 
kftowMged the other. What was the fbam* 
and icandal of Rome, then became the fignal 
of divifion over all Europe. Vidlorll. Frede- 
rick's pope, had Germany, Bohemia, and the 
one half of Italy on his llde : the reft fubmitted 
to Alexander, in honour of whom the Mila- 
ftcfe, who were avowed enemies to the empe- 
ror, built the city of Alexandria. In vJiih did 
thofe of Frederick's patty endeavour to have it 
X|amed Czfarea ; the pope's name prevailed, and 
it was called AleJJimdria de la paglta%^ a furname 
which fhews the difference between this little 
city, and others of that name formerly built in 
honour of the trufe Alexander. 

Happy would it have been for the age, bad 

■ ; 11.11 y 

X Or, Mxandria buik ofStraiv, on account of the mean- 
Befs of its buildings and fortifications, fo denomioated in 
d«iifion b/ theexnptror.^arbarofla. 

C4 ifc 
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it produced no other difputes i but Milan, (or 
Attempting to regain itf liberty, wa0, by the 
r cmjKfror'tf orders, razed to the toun* 
'' datlonb, and fait ihewed upon itf 
ruin6. lirercia and Placcntia were difmant- 
led bv the conqueror, and the other citicf 
who iiad afpired at liberty were deprived of 
their privilc^'c«. But pope Alexander^ who 
had flirrcd them all up to revolt, returned 
to Rome after the death of his rivals and at bi« 
return renewed the civil v/ar, Frederick cauf- 
cd another po|)e to be elected, and thi« dying 
likcwife, he nominated a third* Then Alex* 
ander III. fled over to France, the natural 
afylum of every pope who was an enemy to the 
emperor ; but the flames of difcord he had raif- 
ed continued to rage in their full force. The 
<'itic8 of Italy united together in defence of 
their liberty, and the Milanefc rebuilt their city^ 
in fpitc of the emperor. At lcn;.ah the jwpe 
by negotiating proved flronger than the empc* 
ror by fightii)(5^ and Frederick Haibarofla found 
liimiclf obliged to give way. Venice had the 

honour oi b^ing the place of jecon* 
J 177 ciliaiion. The emperor, the pope^ 

and a great number of princes and 
rardinals repaired to this city, already become 
nniircib of the fea, and one of the wonders of 
the wotid : the empctor there put an ciid to the 
dii)/utc bv acknowledging the i>ope, kifling hit 
feet, and holding hi:> /tirrup on the fea-fliore* 
All the ;idvantage wa:» on the fide of the church, 
Frcdeii<.k promifed to rcftorc all that belongied 
to the iee ol Koine ^ but flill the landtf of the 
c-oijnte(i> Matilda were not fo much ai mention- 
id. The emperor made a truce for fix years, 

with 
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with the cirics of Italy : Milan, now rebuilt, 
with Pavia, IJrcfria, and niariy other towns, 
thanked the p'.>pc for having rcftored to them that 
precious liberty for which they had been fight- 
ing ; and the holy father in a tranfport of joy 
exclaimed, " God has been pleafed to permit an 
old man, and a pricft, to triumph, without the 
afliftance of arms, over a powerful and for- 
midable emperor." 

It is very remarkable, that durinff thefc long 
quarrels, though pope Alexander had often per- 
formed the ceremony of excommunicating the 
emperor, he never went fo far as to depofe 
him. This behaviour is not only a proof of 
this pontift^'s great prudence, but likewife a ge- 
neral condemnation of the extravagance of Gre- 
gory VII. 

All things being quiet in Italy, Frederick 
fet out for the holy wars, where he 
loft hH life by bathing in the Cyd- 1190 
nus, being feized with the fame dif- 
order as that which Alexander the. Great ha J 
formerly with great difficulty recovered from> 
when he plunged himfelf, while in a fwcat, into 
that river. Probably this illnefs was a plcurify. 

Frederick had carried his pretcnfions farther 
than any other emperor before him had done; he 
had cauied a decree to be made by the doctors ot' 
the law at Bologna, in 1 158, felting forth, that 
the empire of the whole world of right belon,^- 
ed to him, and that to maintain the contrary 
was herefy. But there was fomcthlng more 
real in the oath of allegiance v/hich the fenatc 
and people of Rome fworc to him at his coro- 
nation, which however became of none efl'ccl, 
after pope Alexander III, had got the better 
C 5 v^^ 
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of him at the congrefs of Venice. Ifaac Aft*- 
gelus, emperor of Conftantinople, gave him 
no other title than that of the church of 
Rome's lawyer ; and certainly Rome ufed her 
lawyer as ill as poffiblc. 

As to pope Alexander, he lived four year» 
longer in a glorious tranquility, the darling of 
Rome, and of all Italy. He ena£led^ in a nu-* 
merous council, that, for the future, it fhould 
be fufEcient to have two thirds of the cardinals 
votes only, to declare a pope duly eledled : and 
yet this regulation could not prevent the fchifms, 
which were afterwards canfed by what they call 
in Italy la rabbia papaUX. 

CHAP. XXXIX. 

Of the Emperor Henry VI. and of Romi* 

THE difputes between Rome -and the em<^ 
pire ftill continued to fubfift, with a 
greater or Icfs degree of rancour* 
1 191 Writers tell us, that when Henry VL 
fon to the emperor Frederick Barba- 
rofla, kneeled down to receive the imperial 
crown at the hands of old pope Celeftine III4 
who was upwards of eighty, that haughty 
pontiff, with a ftroke of his foot, kicked the 
crown off \\\z emperor's head. This is a very 
improbable fa6l ; but it is enough that it gained 
credit, to (hew to what length party animofitiet 
were carried. If the pope had really behaved iQ 

\ The papal madMfii 
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this manner, it would have been only an aA of 
weaknefs. 

But the crowning of Henry VI. furniihed 
matters of far greater concern. This prince 
wanted to have poflcflion of the two Sicilies ; 
and, in order to obtain it, condefcended, 
though an emperor, to receive from the pope- 
the inveftiture of thofe very ftates which had 
originally paid homage to the empire, and of 
which he at the fame time looked upon himfelf 
as hereditary proprietor, and lord-paramount. 
He demands of the pope to be received as his 
liege-vaflal, and the pope refufes him. The 
Romans were not willing to accept him for a' 
neighbour, ^or the Neapolitans for a mafter ; 
but he made himfelf fo in fpite of them. The 
princcfs Conftancc, daughter to king Wil- 
liam II. was the only one remaining of the law- 
ful line of the Norman conquerors, and {he was 
married to this Henry VI. Tancrcd, a baftarJ 
of that line, had been acknowledged king by 
the people and the fee of Rome. The difpute 
then was, who (hould wear the crown, Tan* 
cred who poflefled it by right of election, or 
Henry who claimed in right of his wife ? Thia 
was to be decided by arms ; and the Sicilians ia 
vain, after the death of Tancred, pro- 
claiitied his young fon: Henry's for- X193 
tune prevailed ; and one of the bafeft 
a£h that a fovereien could be guilty of, proved 
the means of his fticcefles. 

The intrepid king of England, Richard cctur 
di lion^ in returning from a crufade, was call 
away near the coaft of Dalmatia : iie enters 
the territories of the duke of Auftria. 
This prince violates the laws of hof- ^^ 

C 6 ^vV3K\VJ> 
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pitality, loads the king of England with chains, 
and afterwards fells him to the emperor, a» 
the Arabs do their flaves. Henry gets a laree 
iiim for his ranfom;]:, and with this money he 
makes the conqueft of the two Sicilies : be 
then caufes the body of king Tancred to be ta- 
ken out of his grave ; and, by an a£i of bar- 
barity equally idle and e)cecrab]e, orders the 
head to be fevered from the lifclefs trunk by 
the hands of the executioner. The young 
prince, fon to Tancred, has his eyes put out, 
is caArated, and afterwards confined in a dun- 

?con at Coira, a town in the country of the 
jrifons. His mother and his fifters are (hut up 
in Alface, all the friends of this unhappy fa- 
mily, of whatfoever rank or degree, are put to 
death by tortures, and the royal treafures are 
carried :iway into Germany. 

Thus did the kingdoms of Naples and Sicily 
pafs to Germans, after having been conquered 
by Frenchmen ; and thus did twenty provinces- 
fell under the dominion of princes whom na- 
ture had placed at three hundred leagues di- 
Aance from them : an eternal fubjcfl of difcord, 
and a proof of the wifdom of the Salique law, a 
law which would be {{ill more advantageous to 
a fmall ftate than to a large one. Henry VL 
was at that time much more powerful than his 
father Frederick Barbarofla had been ; he wa» 
in a manner defpotic in Germany, he was fo- 
vercign of Lombardy, Naples, and Sicily, and 
Jord-paramount at Rome, where he made all 
tremble. But his cruelty proved his deftruc- 
lion ; for it is faid that his own wife Con- 

} MU ranfbm was fixed in the diet of Worms, tt ofM 
hundred and fifty thoufand marks of flhrcr, 

dan-et 
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fiance, whofe family he had fo barbaroufly ex- 
terminated, confpifed againft the ty- ^ 
rant, and took him off by poifon. ''^ 

Upon the death of Henry VI. the empire of 
Germany was divided. This was not the cafe 
of France; its kings having been either pru-* 
dent or fortunate enough to fettle the order of 
fucceffion. But the imperial title afFcAed by 
Germany, had proved the means of making 
the crown eleflive. Every bi(hop, or great 
lord, had a right to give his vote. This right 
of electing, and being eledted, flattered the am- 
bition of princes, and not unfrequently caufed 
many ills to the ftate. 

Young Frederick II. fon to Hen- g 

ry VL was but juft out of his cradle, " 
when he was elefted emperor by a faftion, and 
gave the title of King of the Romans to his uncle 
rhilip. Another party chofe Otho of Saxony. 
The popes reaped an advantage from thcfc 
troubles in Germany of a different nature to 
what the emperors had done by thofe in Italy. 

Innocent III. the fon of a gentleman of Ag- 
nani, in the neighbourhood of Rome, built the 
edifice of that temporal power, the materials of 
which his predeceffors had been amafling during 
the fpace of 400 years. The excommunicat- 
ing of Philip, the attempting to dethrone young 
Frederick, the pretending to exclude for ever 
from the throne of Germany and Italy, the 
houfe of Suabia, fo odious to the popes, and 
the fetting themfelves up for the judges of kings, 
was become the common language fince the 
time of Gregory VII. But Innocent III. did 
not ftop at thefe trifling ceremonies : a fair op- 
portunity offered, which be readily embraced. 
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of obtaining the patrimony of St. Peter, which 
bad been (6 long contefted, and which was a 

{art of the inheritance of the famous coumefs 
datilda. 

He now faw himfelf acknowledged as (bve« 
reign in Romagnia, Umbria, the Marcbe of 
Ancona, Orbitelloi and Viterbo ; in ihort, bis 
dominion extended from Tea to Tea. The Ro* 
mans had not carried their conquefts farther in 
the four firft ages of their republic, nor were 
there countries of fuch value to them as they 
were to the popes. Innocent III. conquered 
even Rome itfelf ; and the new fenate, no Ion* 
ger that of Rome, but the pope's, bowed at his 
nod. He aifo aboliflied the title of confuK l*he 
Roman pontics now began to be kings indeed % 
and religion concurring with the times, made 
them lil^wife the mafters of kings. But this 
ereat temporal power in Italy was not of long 
ouration. 

Hiftory does not furnifli us with any thing 
more interefting than what pafled at this time 
between the heads of the church, France, Ger* 
many, and England. Rome was always th« 
mafter-rprine that gave motion to the affairs of 
Europe. We have (ten the oifputes between 
the prieflhood and the empire down to pop« 
Innocent III. and to the emperors Philip, Hen- 
ry, and Otbo, while Oederick iJ. was yet in 
bis minority. We muft now caft our tjc% up* 
en France, and the intereds which tho(e king- 
doms had to dtfpute with Germany. 
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CHAP. XL- 

The State of France and Ekclakd, 'till 
the Reigns of St. Lewis, John Lack- 
i^and, and Henry III. during the twelfth 
Century. Great Changes in the public Ad-* 
miniftration in England and P'rance : 
the Murder of Thomas Becket, Arch-^! 
bifhop of Canterbury: England made 
a Firf to the See of Rome, kc. 

THE feudal government was eftabliflied 
alnx^ all over Europe, and the laws of 
chivalry were everywhere the fame : in France 
in particular it was eftabli(hed, that if the lord 
of a fief faid to his liege-man, ** Come along 
with me, for I want to wage war againft the 
king, my fovereign, who refu(es to do me ju'- 
ftice ','' the liege-man was immediately to go 
to the kine, and alk him if it was true that he 
had refufed to do juftice to fuch a lord. If the 
king did refufe it, the lieee-man was obliged to 

E'n bb lord, and to march with him againft the 
ig the limited number of days, or lofe his 
fief: (iicb a regulation might not improperly be 
termed, Jn orMnamefor waging civil war. 

King Lewis the rat was almoft always em** 
ployed in waging war with his barons, within 
feven or eieht leagues of Paris. 

Lewis the Young had acquired very lar^e 
demeihes by marriage, but he loft them all again 
*by a divorce. He had received affronts from his 
wifeEleonora, who was heirefs of Guienne and 
Poitou, that a great king fbould have overlooked* 
Tkcd with accompanying ]j^ in tbcfc famous 
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nnd unfortunate crufadcs in which lie wai en- 
gaged, (he had made hcrfclf :uikuJ«.-, to ufc 
licr (iwn cxpreffion, for the tetlioui hoiiu flic 
wai ohlif'^cd to fptnd with a kin;^ wh«) wfti 
fitter to be a monk. This c'/niin;^ to the k tii^'s 
knowle/^e, heanmdlrd hi.imarriai^c, under pre- 
tence oi ronraiifTuiiiitv KcwiH has been 1 * rn- 
cd liy Inmc lor not k''< piiif; his wire':, do iv^, 
when he put her awiiy ; but fin h /ho.iM i. njh- 
dcr, that a kin,"; of Knnce wai not puwcihil 
cnoufih at that linte to commit (uch an avt o^ 
injuflice. 

Henry II. aflrrwards Kinj.^ of Knf^Iand, a r!;- 
fccndant of William the Conipicior, .»nd . ';.m- 
dy poflcficd of N(»im.mdy, Milnr, Anj ', ,\i 
Tourainc^ was Ui'r, ilidii"!' • .an I/cv . the 
Young, and thonfrhi i^ no tlifi-ra* •- to marry a 
gay lady who brou;;hi him tin- ccMintrics of 
viuienne and Poito\i (oi hci d.iwjy. Soon af- 
ter he was railed to th- th.'Mn- i>f Kn;'.iand, 
and paid homage for th'»'i' fi'riift>rieN to the 
kin(; of France, who would kivc b^en [^lad to 
have paid it to him for the l.nnr poflinion». 

The fruilal governmrnt was cciudiy difagrcc- 
ablc to the kin^N of Vrance, Kngl.ind, and Ger- 
tnanyi and thcfr princrr^ undertook, almoft at 
the fame time, and by the fame meanit, to raifb 
troop.1 independent ot their vanals. fCingl^wii 

(jianird ccniin pii'ileges to all the towns irt 
ii«dcmrrnrv,nncoi. liuon that each parifli (hould 
repair to tlu* army under the banner of the faint 
of their panH'bi. I i iuirch, in like manner an the 
kiiv,** ibcmliive-s m;»iched uiulcr the banner of 
St . I )'( nvi. S» vrt al bondmen were enfranchifcd 
at ihi^ liinc aitd made uuxenif and the citi^cnf 

bad 
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bad the privilege of chufing their mumcipal of^ 
£cers, their fheriiFs, and their mayors. 

We may date the epocha of this rc-eftablilh- 
xnent of the municipal -government of the cities 
and boroughs, about the years 11 37 and 1138. 
Henry IJ. of England granted the like privi- 
leges to feveral cities for a certain fum, which 
he employed in raiiing troops. 

The emperors followed much the fame me- 
thod in Germany. The city of Spires for ex- 
ample purchafed in 11 66 the privilege of chuf- 
ing their own burgomafters, notwithftanding 
the oppofition of their bifhop. Thus liberty, 
the natural privilege of mankind, arofe from 
the indigence of princes : but this liberty was 
but a leffer degree of fervitude, comparea with^ 
that enjoyed by the cities of Italy, who had 
then eredled themfelves into republics. \ 

The inhabitants of Upper Italy had formed a. 
plan of government upon that of ancient Greece : 
moft of thefe great cities having recovered their 
liberty, and being united in one common caufe, 
ieemed to bid fair to become a formidable re- 
public i but they were quickly deftroyed by. 
great and little tyrants. 

The popes had each of thefe cities to ma- 
nage, together with the kingdom of Naples, 
Germany, France, England, and Spain, with 
all which they had fome difputes, and always 
came off with the advantage. 

King Lewis the Young having, in 1142, 
excluded one of his (ubjeSs, named Peter la 
Chartre, from being made bifhop of Bourges, 
this man was chofen in fpite of him ; and being 
fupported by the fee of Rome, he laid all the 
king's dcmefnes within his bifhopric under au 



4r Statx of F R a N C E - 

interdiA: this occafioned a civil war, which 
continued 'till the king, by a treaty, acknow* 
lodged the bifliop, and intrcated the pope to 
take off the interdict. 
The kinijti of England were engaged in ftill 

freater broils with the church ) one of thefe 
ings, whofc memory is moft revered by the 
Knglifh, is Henry I. the third king from th« 
Concjueft, who began his reign in iico. The 
En|;lifti have him in grateful remembrance for 
eaiiiiff them of the curfeu-law, which had (o 
long been are ftraint to them. Hcjikeawiff Icgif- 
lator, fettled one flandard for weights and mea» 
fures throughout all his kin^jdom \ a regulation 
which was cafily executed m England, thoughr 
it has been fo often unfuccefsfuUy propofcd in 
France. This prince likewifc confirmed the 
laws of Edward the Confeflbr, which had been 
abrogated by his father William the Conqueror; 
In fine, to engage the clergy in his interefts, hg 
renounced the right of regalf^ which gave him 
the ufufruA of all vacant benefices, a right 
which the kings of France have always pre* 
ferved. 

But befides all this he ri;;ned a charter of pri- 
Tileees, which he granted to the Englifh nation, 
ana which was the original foiirce of thofe li* 
bertics which afterwards became fo greatly en- 
largrdf. William the Comjucror had treated 
the Englifti like flave», whom he did not fear. 
Henry his fon behaved more kindly to them, 
but it was bccaufc he ftood in need of them* 



f He confirmed the ptm\t%e% tfiejr had formerly enjoyed | 
and redreffed the iritvancet which h*d been introduced after 
tke Conqued. 

He 
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He was a younger brother, and had wrefted 
the fcepcre from his elder brother, 
Robert. This was the true caufe of 11 03 
that great indulgence he (hewed to- 
wards his fubje^. But artful and abfolute as 
he was, he could not prevent his own clergy 
and the fee of Rome from oppofing thefe in- 
veftitures ; and therefore found himfelf obliged 
to deiift, and content himfelf with the homage 
paid him by the bifhops for their temporalities. 

As for France it was exempt from thefe 
troubles ', the ceremony of the crofier and ring 
being not yet introduced into that kingdom. 

The Englifh bifhops at that time were little 
lefs than temporal princes in their own dio-^ 
ce&s; at teaft they were equal in power and 
riches to Ae greateft vaflals of the crown. Un* 
der the reien of kine Stephen, fucceflbr ta 
Henry I. a biihop of Salifbury, named Roger, 
who was married, and lived publicly with the 
woman he owned for his wife, made war againft 
his fovereign. In the courfe of this war one of 
his caftles being taken, it is faid there were 
found therein 4000 marks of fdver; which^ 
reckoning eight ounces to the mark, amount 
to two minions of livres of the prefent moneys 
of France. An incredible fum at a time when* 
fpecie was fo fcarce and commerce (o greatly 
limited. 

After Ae reign of this Stephen, which was 
continually difturbed by civil wars, England put 
on a new face under Henry IL who united under^ 
his dominion Normandy, Anjou, Tourainc, Sain- 
tonge, Guienne, and Poitou, with all England, 
excepting only the county of Cornwall, which 

waft 
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WM Mt then conquered t« 7'hc whole Vm^thm 
now anjffy^ii u p^t(ci^ trj4ru)uillkyt whirM the 
pyblk mppitiich wa.<» difhrhcd bv ih« f^tcni AtC' 
pufe hutweirn the kiuu ^ind 7n<>mA» }krk«tf 
c^mmdnly fiilkU fit« j'hom;i^ of Cflnttrbury* 
71ii4 Jic^kiTt wa<» a kw^rr« lie \mi h€tn 
rntkA by Henry U, to the ^hjyriiity of ch^mfelbrf 
•n4 ftftrfwardi to thfif of ^rthbilhop of Caiitt^f' 
buryt pt'tmnie of KnKl»ii<lf fttiJ lf?^;»te of the 
}ioly fee* litit fio foofirr w»d he nmde the fe« 
coitd perfofl iti the kiti^Affm^ th^in he hectfim 
All ttwmy to the firft/ A priefl havifi^ eom* 
mittecl u m%trAtr^ the ^'tirniite ordrred him 
oitly to be deprived of hi^ )iviii(r« 'i'he kin; 
exprefled hi^ difpleiiftire At thb pitrtiality* tie 
cibferved t^i bim^ thjit if a lftym»n hitd been 
Kuilty of fiieh » irime be wcnild h;ive been pa« 
itiAied with defttb ) find thiit it wft» enrour^ging 
the def((y to commit murder, in mitking the 
^inifttment fo difproportion^te to the crime# 
the itrehbiflion on \m purt rnsiint»ine<l thsit na 
^(xkfisidk could be punifhed with dr^tbt end 
km the kinir buck hio p^unt for thtincenori 10 
flicrw that be would bo entirely independent* 
'i^he king up^^n tbi^ c«tlled a p4rlifimrntf where 
k will p/opofcd tbur no bifbop (hould for the 
liitnre be prrmittfd to |/o to K^mie ^ nor afiy 
nf the kin(('» fiibje^U tilhrvvrrl to appeal to 
that kr^ nor titty of hU v'a{1'aU or omret^ t/i 
be rxrommiinitrttcd or fii^p'-ndrd from their 
fnn^liorift, without thr prrmifTton of the fo" 
vrreii^M ^ jind l^llly, th^t ;ill ctimr^ cmimitfed 
by the clcr^yi fhould be rofrni/^blr by the of- 

iUif^t (Vnw«ll h«4 liMft Icfffi! fdK^^ft f«/ fl»« Itm^; afT Afif« 
Im^ Tfof MNi^dlll 4rf W»l«t MKl«f4 H«Df; tir»^ff##to« 

dintfry 
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dioaiy courts of juftice. This motion was pafled 
bjr air the temporalpeers ; but Thomas Becket 
at Mt refuied his aflent : however, he at length 
figned thefe juft and iaiutary lawst; but af- 
terwards made his excufes to the pope, for 
having, as he iaid, betrayed the rights of the 
cfaorcb, and promUed never to be guilty of the 
like conceffions. 

Being accufed by the peers of mifdemeanors 
daring the time ci his cbancellorfhip, he re- 
fund to make his defence, becaufe he was an 
archbilhop; upon which he wa3 condemned 
by the lords fpiritual and temporal, to be im- 
priibned as a feditious perfon; be then fled 
jover to France, and repaired to the court of 
Lewis the Young, Ae hereditary enemy of 
Henry IL The king of England ufed every 
gende and humane method to engage the arch- 
bifbop to return to hb duty ; and in a voyage 
he niade to France, he took Lewis the Young, 
bis lord-paramount, for arbiter, to whom he ex- 
preffixi himfelf in tficfe terms : ^^ Let the arch- 
bffliop a6i towards me as the holieft of his pre- 
decew>rs has behaved towards the loweft of 
mine, and I ihall be fatisfied/' At length a 
frigned reconciliation was made between the 
king and the primate. Becket now 
returned to England ; but it was only 1170 
to excommunicate all the clergy, 
bifliops, canons, and curates, who had voted 
agasnft him. Tliefe made their complaints in a 
body to the king, who was then in Normandy i 
2nd Henry's paffion beine raifed to the higheft 
pitdi, he cried out, ^^ Is there none of my 

t CiBcd the Conftitntioiu gi CkutnA^O, jErom tii« pbcf 
wtof ilisy wcfv CMdrd* 

to- 
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(ervants then that will rid me of this turbulent 
prieftf" 

Thefc words were certainly highly indifcreet) 
and Teemed to put the poniard into the hand of 
•ny aflaifin, who thought to ferve the Icinp; by 
tnurdering a pcrfon who ought to have been 
puniflied only by the laws. 

Accordingly four fcrvants of the 
' king's houfliold went dircitly to Can- 
terbury, where they murdered the archbi(ho[^ 
at the foot of the altar. Thus a perfon who 
deferved to be proceeded a^ainfl as a rebel, be- 
came a martyr, and the king was loaded with 
all the infamy and horror of this murder. 

Hiftory dees not take notrcc of any punifli- 
ment being inflidled on thefe four aflliifins f ) 
It appears that the king was the only perfon 
who fuffered for it. 

We have already fcen how pope Adrian IV» 
crave Henry II. permi/Iion to ufurp Ireland* 
rope Alexander III. fuccclt)r of Adrian, con- 
firmed this pcrmi/Tion, on condition that the 
king (hould fwearthat he had never commanded 
this murder; and that he (hould repair bare- 
footed to the archbifliop's tomb, and there re- 
ceive difciplinc bv the hands of the canons of 
the church of Cantcrbuiy. It would have 
been a great aft to difpofc of Ireland, fuppofmg 
Henry to have had a right to take poflcflion c? 
it, and the pope to bcftow it j but it wa*j greater 
ftill to oblige a king powerful like Henry, to 
acknowledge his fault, and afk pardon for it. 

f Thcx Submitted to thf popc*f judgment, repainJ 
to KotMi and wtrs ordered to mako • pilsrioMfo to Jt • 
rviUsin. 

The 
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The king, whofe children had re- - 
Tolted againft him, finiflied his penance, 77 
after he bad completed the conqueft of Ireland. 
He made a folemn renunciation of all the regal 
rights which he had maintained againft Beclcet» 
The Englifti condemn their king for this ad 
of renunciation, as likewife for fubmitting to 
the penance. He doubtlefs oiigbt not to have 
fo eafily given up his rights ; but he ought to 
have repented being acceflary to murder f : the 
interefts of mankind require that there fhould 
be a curb to reftrain fovereigns, and fecure the 
lives and liberties of the fubjeft. This curb of 
religion niight by. univerfal agreement be lodged 
in the hands of the popes, as we have already 
obferved; and the firft pontiff by engaging in 
temporal quarrels only with a view to appeafe 
them, by admonifhing both princes and people 
of their refpcftive . duties, and reproving them 
for their faults, referving the thunder of excom- 
munication for the punifhment of the more 
atrocious crimes : by this behaviour I fay, the 
popes might have made themfelves regarded as 
the exprefs. images of God upon earth ; but as 
it is, mankind are obliged to depend for their 
fafety on the laws and manners of each country : 
The fornier of which are too often defpifed^ 
and the latter corrupted. 

■ f He W9B by no mean* goilty of the iflaflhiation : for 
though in the firft traofports of his pafiion he exclaimed^ 
** That if he had friendf about him, he (hould not have 
been fo long expofed to the infults of a babbling pried, ** 
(and even this circumftaDce is difputed) he no fooner ua* 
derilood ^hat four of his knights had privately departed, 
than fufpeding. their defign, he difpatched meflengers to 
overtake, and charge them in his name, that they (hould 
comnut no violfQct . 



It Statc of P R a N C E 

England enjoyed full tranquillity under Ri« 
durd Coeur^Je'Lion, the Ton and fucceflbr of 
Henrv IL l^his prince was unfucce&ful in hia 
crufades, but his country was not unhappy** He 
had indeed fome of thofe difputes with Philip 
Auffuftusy which are unavoidable between a 
lord-paramount and a potent vailaK But thefe 
did in no wife change the face of afiair< in 
cither kingdom. We fliould look upon thefe 
kind of wars between chriftian princes as epi- 
demic difeafes, which though they may depo* 
pulate fome provinces, make no alteration in 
the bounds, cuftoms, or manners of a country* 
The moft remarkable thing which fell out 
during thefe wars was Richard's taking from 
Philip his chancery, which he always car- 
ried with him, cont:iinin^ an account of his 
revenues and vaflitis, and a lift of his (laves 
and freemen. After the lofs of this regifbr^ 
the king of France was obli;^cd to make anew 
one, in which his prerogative was rather in* 
crcafcd than diminimed. 

Another cvciit worthy of attention 
''94 jg^ ^|j^ imprifonmcnt of a biflioo of 
Ileauvaib, who wai» taken in arms by king 
kichard. Pope Cclcffine fcnt to Richard, re- 
claiming^ the biftiop, with thefe words ; " You 
muff ri'iiort: me my /on." IJut the king fent 
the bifhopS armour to the |)ope, with this 
anfwer, taken irom the fiory of Jofeph^ 
•* Knoweft thou thy fonS {garment f " 



•f It wa» a> unhap|/y a» a hkilfJti couM kt, in btinf 
drained of it» men and ra'jMy ; and indeed uutrly im- 
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We muft further obferve in relation to tbi« 
church warrior^ that it the feudal laws did noc 
compel the bilhop« themfelves to take up arma* 
they at leaft obliged them to bring their vaflEila 
to the place appointed for the rcnde&voua of 
the army* 

Philip Auguftui ieized upon the temporalitici 
of Che biihopi of Orleans and Auxerre, for not 
having complied with this abufe, now bccom€ 
a duty* The bifliopSf upon being condemned, 
benin by laying the kingdom under an inter'* 
diS* and Aniflicd by aflcing pardon. 

We (hall meet with other adventures of Ri« 
chard Cceur*de-Lion, in the courfe of the cru<i 
iades. John Lackland, his brotlier, who fuc- 
ceeded him, might have been the greateftjprincc 
in Europe; for bcfides the demefnes left hitn 
by hie father Henrj^ II. he had alfo Brittany, 
which he ufurped from his nephew, prince 
Arthur, to whom this province had devolved 
in riirht of his mother* But bv endcavouriiig 
to take what did not belong to nim, he loft aU 
be had, and became an eiumple of terror to 
all bad princes. He began by fci-^ing on the 
kingdom of Brittany, which, as I have before 
Aid, belonged to his nephew, Arthur, whom 
he took prifoner in an engagement, and con- ' 
lined in the caftle of Rouen i nor w:[h it ever 
known what bciame of this young prince. Tolin 
has been accufed by all Europe^ and indeed not 
without reafon, or having made awav with him* 
Happily for the inftru£tion of all Icings, this 
. crime is known to have been the firtt caufe ot 
att his misfortunes. 

The feudal laws, which in other places gave 
Urtb 10 (b many diforders, here fignalized them- 

Vol. IL D feWc^ 
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fdves hy an aft of memorable juftice. The 
counteis of Brittany^ mother to prince Arthur^ 
crefcnted a petition to the court of peers in 
France, figned by all the barons of Brittairy ; 
in confcqucnce of which the kinp; of England 
wu fummoned to appear before his peers. This 
fummons was fervcd upon him at Ixindony by 
the feijeants at armi. The accufed kin^ fent 
over a bifhop to France to demand of Philip a 
fafe-condudl forhisperfon. ^^Lethimcome^ re* 
pliedPhilip, he is free to do it/' ** Shall he have 
Security for his fafc return?" faid the biOiop* 
'* Yes, refumed the king, if the judgment of 
his peers permit it/' But John not appearing^ 
the peers of fVance pafled fentcncc of 
1 103 death upon him, and declared all his 
territories fituatcd in France to be 
forfeited to the king. Philip loft no time in 
putting himfclf in a condition to profit by the 
crime of the king his vaflal. John feems to- 
have lH;cn like moft tvrannical kines, of a 
cowardly difpofition. Me fuffcrcd himielf to be 
fttippcd of Normandy, Guicnne, and Poitou^ 
and retired to Kn^rland, where he was equally 
hated and dcfpifcd. For fome time he found a 
refource in the native pride and haughtinefa of 
the Englifli nation, who could not bear the 
thoughts of their king being condemned by a 
court in France ; but the narons of England 
foon grew weary of fupplying a king with 
money who did not know how to make ufe of 
it< To compleat his misfortunes, John em- 
broiled himfclf with the court of Rome about 
an archbiHiop of Canterbury, whom pope Ii^ 
noccnt IIL wanted to nominate of his own au- 
thority, in oppofitJon to the laws of the country. 

This 
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This pope, under whom the holy 
fee became (b formidable, laid the king* ' ^ 
dom of England under an interdict, and forbad 
John*8 fubje£ts from paying him any obedience 
for the future. This eccleAaftical thunderbolt 
was at this time truly terrible, becaufe the 
pope put it into the hands of Philip Auguftus^ 
to whom he made over the kingdom of England 
in perpetual inheritance, promifin^ him the re- 
miflion of all his fins if he fucceeded in conquer* 
ing it. He even granted the fame indulgencies 
for this expedition as had been given to thoHi 
who went to recover the Holy Land. The 
king of France did not now think proper to 
declare that the popes had no right to difpofc 
of crowns: he had himfelf been excommuni- 
cated fome years' before t, and his kingdom 
laid under an interdid); by this very pope In- 
nocent in. for having attempted to marry 
another wife. He had then publicly dechircd 
the papal cenfures to be infolent and abufive ; 
and had feized on the temporalities of every 
bifliop and prieft in the kingdom, who had 
(hewed himfelf fo bad a Frenchman as to pay 
obedience to the pope. But he thought quite 
difPerentlv when he faw himfelf commiffioned 
by a bull to take poileiEon of England. He 
now took back his wife, for divorcing whom 
he bad incurred fo many excommunications, 
and thought of nothing but putting the pope's 
fentence in execution. He employed a whole 
year in building a fleet of i700 {hips, and raif- 
ing the iineft army that haa ever been feen in 
France.' 

Ji . Til |-— ^- "^ 

't' Ia Uie year 1 199. 
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The hatred which the Englifli bore to king 
John, wa^ equivalent to another army in fiiirotur 
of king Philip, who now prepared to fet out on 
his expedition, while John on hif Tide made ji 
liift effort to receive hioi in a proper manner ) 
and hated as he was by the greater part of the 
nation, he found means, through the emulation 
that perpetually fubfifts between the EngUfli 
and the French, the indignation of the former 
at the pope's behaviour^ and the prerogatives 
annexed to the crown, which are of no iinall 
weight, to keep on foot for a few weeks an army 
of 60000 men, at the head of which he advanccii 
as far as Dover, to receive the peribn who had 
condemned him in France, and was oome to 
dethrone him in £nglarul« 

All Europe now watted with impatience for 
a decifive battle between the two tungs^ when 
the pope tricked them both, and artfully 'took 
that to himfelf which he bad pretended to be- 
ftow on Philip. This extraordinary negoti-' 
ation was carried on and concluded by one. 
Pandolfo, a fubdbacon ; a domeftic of the pope\ 
and his legate in France and England This 
man went over to Dover, under pretence of 
ncgoti;itinK matters with ttie Englifli barons in 
favour of the French king. Here he 

1213 faw king John, to whom he took an 
opportunity of fptakin^ in thefe terms: 
^* You are undone, fir, the French fleet is to- 
ing to f(t fail ; your troops will certainly defert 
you ; fo you have onlv one rrfeurce left, whkb 
)• to put yourfelf unacr the protection of the 
holy fee.** John confentrd to this propobl, 
(wore* to fubmit himfrlf, and fixtern barons took 
thr; fame oath on the kin)(> fottli A ftrange 

oathl 
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«ttli I lijr which thqr oUiged themfelvea to the 
pcffbrmnoe of conditiona they did not know. 
The artful Italian fo intimidated the king, and 
fo v^orked upon the barons, that at length, on 
die 15th of May 1113, in the boufe of dip 
knights tempbus, in the fuhurb of Dover, kiny^; 
John kneeling down, and holding his hands 
between thoTe of the legate, pronounced the 
following words : 

^* I Jbhn,b]r the grtceof God, kin^ofEng- 
hnd a^ kml of Iieland^ for the expiaiion of 
my finB, and out of my pure free wi^, and with 
the advice of my barons, do give unto the 
church of Rome, and to pope Innocent and 
his'fiicceflbrs, the kingdoms of England and 
Ireland, together with all. the rights belonging 
to them ; and will hold them of the pope as 
hhntU^ I will be fakhAii 10 God, to die 
church of' Rome, to the pope my lord, and to 
his fucceflba laidTuUy cle^t^ : aod I bind my* 
f(plf to pay him a tribute of one thoufand marks 
ef filrer yearly, to wit, feven hundred for the 
kingdom of England, and three hundred for 
IreUnd." 

Thetnoney was then 'put into the legate's 
hands, as the firft payment of the tribute ; after 
which the crown and fcepter were likewife 
given to him. The Italian deacon trode the 
money under his feet,- but he kept the crown 
and fcepter five days 1 at the end of which he 
returned them to the king, as a favour from the 
pope their eommon mafler. 

Fhiltp Auguflus was all this time waiting at 

Boulogne for the legate*s return, in order to 

-put to fea. The legate at length came back 

to let him know diat he was no longer per- 

D 3 mxtxtsSe 
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tnitted to attack England, which was become 
a fief of the church of Rome, and its king taken 
under the proteAion of the holy fee. 

The donation which the pope bad made to 
Philip of the kingdom of Eri^land^ was now 
likely to become of faul coniequence to him ; 
for another excommunicated prince, nephew to 
king Jchiij had entered into an alliance with 
his undc, to oppofe the defigns of France, who 
began now to be too formidable. This txr 
communicated peribn was the emperiMr Otbo 
IV. who at once difputed the empire wick 
young Frederic II. fon to Henry VI. and Italy 
with the pope. He was the only emperor ot 
Germany that had ever given battle in peribn 
to a king of France. 

CHAP. XLI. 

Of Otho IV. and Philip Augustus in 

the thirteenth Century. 
Of the battle of Bou vines, and of Enolano 

and France, till the death of Lewis VII. 

£uber to St. Lewis. 

ALTHOUGH the fyftem of the balance of 
Europe was never fufRctcntly explained 
till of late, yet it appears to have been always 
a maxim to unite againft the preponderating 
powers. Germany, England, and the Low 
Countries, now took up arms againft Philip 
Auguftus, in the fame manner as we have in 
our time fccn them join together againft Lewis 
XIV. Ferrand, count of Flanders, entered into 
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an alliance with tbe emperor Otho IV, This 
count was Philip's vaflal ; but that was the veiv 
rea(bn which induced him to dcdare himfelf 
againft him, as well as the count of B >ulogne« 
This Philip was very near being crushed, for 
having accepted of a prefent made him by the 
pope. 'However, by his ^ood fortune and great 
courage he extricated himfelf out of all thefe 
difficulties, with greater glory than had been ao* 
quired by anjr king of I^ance before hiok 

Betwixt Lifle and Tournay lies a 
little village, called Bouvines, near to ^ 

which Omo IV. at the head of an army up-i' 
wards of one hundred thousand ftrong, advanced 
to attack king Philip, who had not above half 
that number. At that time they made ufe of 
the CToCh-boWj a weapon which had been in 
life ever fince tbe end of the twelfth century : 
Imt the (ate of the day was chiefly decided by 
the weieht of the ca^alrv, who were entirely 
dad in iron. Thb complete armour was a pri- 
vilege of honour mnttd to the knights, which 
the eiquires could not pretend to, they not 
being permitted to be invulnerable. All that a 
knight had to be afraid of was beine wounded 
either in the face when he lifted up the vifor of 
his helmet; or in the fule, at the joints of the 
armour ; or when knocked down, by having 
his coat of mail lifted up ; or lafUy, under tbe 
.arm-pit when he lifted up his arm to ftrike. 
■ There were alfo other troops of cavalry 
raifed from among the common people -, thefe 
were not fo well armed as the knights. As for 
the infantry, they made ufe of fuch defenfive 
arms as they liked beft ; their weapons of o{- 
D 4 fence 
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ftntk were the fi¥imif the arrow, the dub^ aad 
the fling. 

Philip's army waa drawn up in battalia^ bjr s 
bilhop i whofe name watGuerin^ and had biea 
huly nominated to the bifbopric of Senlif. 
The fame bifliop of Beauvait who had been lb 
long kept priibner by Richard Coeur-de-Lionf 
wa» alfo preiient at this battle : be always feu^C 
tirtth a clubs faying that it was contrary to tho 
canons to (pill human Uood. It is not known 
in what manner either the emperor or the king 
ranged their troops. Philip, juft before the 
onfet, ordered this pfalm to be lung : ExfmrgM 
Deus isf dijfipintur inimici ejus. ^^ Let the Lord 
arife and put his enemies to flidht." As if 
Otho had taken up arms againft Uod himfelil 
JBcforc this the French were accuilomed to fing 
y^ii^t in piaiie uf Charlemagne and iUia«i£ 
CJcho's imperial ftandard was carried upon fbiir 
wliecls ; this was a long pole, to which was 
fsiitened a painted draeon, and over the dragoa 
was raifed an eagle of gilt wood. The ro^ 
Ibndard of France was a gilt ftalF with white 
iDk colours, fowed with flower-de*lis ; and 
what had been for a long time only the £uicy 
of painters, was now become the arms of Franoew 
The old crowns of the kings of Lombardy, of 
which there are very exad prints in Muratori, 
are furmounted with this ornament, which is 
indeed nothing elfe but the head of a fpeai^ 
faftened with two other pieces of crooked iron. 

Beiides the royal ftandard, Philip Auguftua 
had the oriflame of St. Denis carried before 
him. Whenever the king was in danger, one 
or other of thefe ftandards was to be raifed or 
lowered. Each knight had alfo his particular 

ftandard^ 



or die Battle of Botxriirs j^ j7 

ftndbttd, and the great knights had other colours 
carried before thm, which they called hmnen. 
This flamebanner, though fo raj honourable, 
var nevcfthdeft -ooannon to all the coiouis 
I bjr the infairtf y , which r mAtr A almoft 
of bo nd icn . The militarr Ihoiit a- 
jtheFfeochwataiM/9»&Mj!Wr; that 
of the Gcfmaas was i^rw M^. 

Out proof that- the knights oonpletdy armed 
jan no odier rifle than that of being dtfinoumcdy 
and were never woondcd but bf the gr c aiefl ac- 
cidcnc, isy that king Philip being dirown horn 
hn horfe, was a long time runounded hy the 
CBcnnry and received ieveral blows with all 
kinds' of weapons, without lofing a drop of 



It n even iaid, that while he was upon the 
ground, a German iUdier atte mpte d ievcrat 
fjmw to pierce bis neck with a ^icar that had 
a doiMe hook, but oould not compais it. Not 
€ine knight was killed in this battle except 
William Longchamps, who was unfortunately 
lain bjr a ftroke in hb eye, which was given 
him through the vifor of his helmet. 

Among theGermans were reckoned five and 
t w ciUj knights bannerets, and finren counts 
of the empire, made priibners, but not one 



The emperor Otho loft the battle, in which 
if is £ud there were thirty thou^^nd Germans 
fciikd ; hut probably the number is exaggerated. 
We do not find chat the king of France made 
any conqueft in Germany atter the battle of 
Bouvines ; but he gained a great incrcaie of 
power over bis vaffiJs. 

I>5 The 
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The mated bfer by thi« battle wafkifig 
John of England, whoielaA hopes fecmed ccih 
.tered in the emperor Otbo* Thif emperor died 
foon after f, a true penitent. It it (aid th«i^ 
ufed to order hit (culHoni to trample upon hinif 
and to fuffer himfelf to beicourged by the moiikiy 
ajjreeable to the opinion of the princes of thofe 
time9, who imagined^ that by Submitting to a 
tripling difcipline they could atone for the blood 
of fo many thoufandi* 

There is no truth in what we find mentioned 
by many hiftorians, that Philip on the very 
day he gained the battle of Bouvtnesi received 
the news of another viftory obtained by his 
fon, afterwards Lewis Vlll. over king John. 
On the contrary, king John had gained fome 
fmall fucceflcs in Poitou^ but deprived of the 
aiTtftaiice of his allies, he made a truce with 
Philip, of which indeed he had great occafion ( 
for hitf own fubjcdts were now become his 

Seatcfl enemies : he was univcrfall v defpifed by 
em for having mndc himfelf the vaflal of 
Romci and the barons obliged him 
1215 to ftgn thiit famous charter, which is 
calUd Magpia chatta^ or the charter 
of the liberties of Kngland. 

King John thought himfelf more degraded, 
by bcinK obliged by thii charter to leave his 
fubicdts in the ouiet podcflion of their natural 
riants, than by having made himfelf the fubjeA 
ofthe fee of Rome \ and complained of it as 
the gif atcd uflVont o(i*ercd to his dignitv : yet 
after all« what is there in this charter tnat can 
be did to be injutious to the royal authority \ for 

4 In isiV* 

in« 
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inftance, that at the death of an earl, his eldefl 
ion to enter into pofleiBon of the fief, muft pa/ 
to the king one hundred marks of iilver, and a 
haron one hundred ibillings : that none of the 
kinfifs ballifis are to take thehorfesbelojreingta 
peauntfy without paying five pence a-day for 
each horfe? Whoever re^s the charter through- 
out will only find that the rights of human- 
kind have not been fufficiently fccured : he will 
ice that the commoni, who bore the heavieft 
burthen, and rendered the greateft fervices t9 
the ftate, had no (hare in a government which 
yet could never flouriih without them« Never- 
thelebf John complained bitterly of this, and 
applied to the pope, his new fovereign, for redrcfs.' 
And now pope Innocent Hi. who had ex- 
communicated the king, excommunicates the 
peers of England ; at which they were fo pro- 
TC/ked, that they did the very fame thing which 
the pope bad done before : they offered the 
crown of England to the king of France* 
Philip Auguftus, who had conquered Germany^ 
and was in poiTeffion of almou all king John's 
efiates in France, on being, called to the throne 
of England, acted like a profound noHcician, 
and jprevailed on the Englifh to afk his ton. 
Lewis for their king. In vain did the pope's 
legates reprefent to rhilip that king John was 
a feudatory of the holy fee. Lewis, who had 

Krcvioufly concerted the matter with the king 
is father, addrefled him thus in the prefence 
of the legates : " Sir, I am your vaflai for the 
fiefs I hold of you in France; but it does not 
belong to you to determine what concerns i\\9 
kingdom of England ; and if you do I (ball 
appeal to my pccr^» " 

D 6 After 
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After having made chit fpeech he fee out for 
Enj^Iand, notwithftanding the public prohi- 
bitiona of hit father, who at the fame time fe- 
cretly fupplied him with men and 
1216 money, innocent IIL in vain thun- 
dered out bit excommunicationt a- 
tatnft both father and fon. The biihopt of 
France declared that againft the fiither void. 
Xet ut obferve, however, that they did not dare 
to invalidate that againft Jycwit, which wat ta> 
citly acknowledging that the popes had a ri^t 
to excommunicate princes. Tnev could not 
indeed well difpute this power of tne popes, be- 
caufe they amimed it themfelves: but they 
likewife referved to themfelves the right of de- 
termining whether the pope's fentence of ex- 
communication was juft or not« llie princes 
of thofe times were in a very wretched fituation, 
by being thus continually expofed to excom- 
munication, both in their own kingdoms and 
at Rome. But the people were ftillmore un- 
happy : the weight of the fentence always fell 
upon them, arnd they feldom failed of^being 
ftripped by the war. 

rhe (on of Philip Augitftus was prodatmed 
king in London : yet he did not omit fending 
ambaifadors to plead his caufe before the pope* 
'lliis pope enjoyed the fame honour as the Ro- 
man fenate had formerly done, of 
12 16 being the judge of kin^s; but h« 
died before he paHed his definicive 
fcfifeiice. 

John Lackland, after wandering in his own 

•ountfy, from town to town, died at the (amc 

lifBC in a village in the rotinty of ^oxMk, A 

peer of France Icrmerly conquescd Englani^ 

4 and 
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ttid Icept poflefEon of it, jet a king of Fjrance 
could not keep it. 

Lewis VIIL was obliged, eren in the life 
-time of Philip Auguftus to quit diat very 
country which had invited him to be its king ; 
and inftead of defending his acqutfition, he en- 
gaged in the cru(ade then carrying on againft 
Sie Albigenfes, who at that time were flaugh- 
tered by thoufands, in compliance with the 
decrees ifliied by the c«urt of Rome. 

Philip Auguftus died and left his 
territories increafed by the acceffion ^^^3 
of Normandy, Maine, and Poitou ; but the rcil 
of the pofleffions belonging to England were 
ftill defended by a number, of powerful lords. 

In the reign of LcMHs VIIL one part of Gui- 
enne belonged to France, and the other to 
England. During this reign nothing happened 
remarkable or important, excepting the will 
made by Lewis in 1225, which indeed merits 
ibme attention. 

By this will be bequeaths an hundred fols 
to each of the two thoufand lazarettos in his 
kingdom. Thus we may perceive, that all the 
. chriftians got by the crufades was this leprous 
infection : and it is natural to fuppole^ thai thf 
want of tinen, and the naftinefs of the people, 
greatly increafed the number of thefe lepers. 
This name of lazarettos was not indifFeremly 
eiven to other hofpitals ; for we may find that 
by the fame will the king bequeaths an hun- 
dred livres, current money, to two hundred 
hofpitals. {Hotels Dieu.) , 

The legacy which this fame king left of 
thirty thoufand livres to his wife, the famous 
^ucen of Caftile, amounted to fifty-four thou- 
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£uid Kvres of the prefent money. I often itir 
fift upon the particular valuation of gioney^ 
becaufe I look upon it as the pulfe of a ftatCy 
and the fureft way of knowing its ftrengtb* 
For inftance, it is evident that Philip AugulluJ 
was the moft powerful prince of his timei fince 
independently of the Jewels he left behind hinit 
the Aims fpecified in bis will amounted to near 
nine hundred tboufand marks, of eight ounces 
to the mark, which is worth forty-nve millions 
prefent money, reckoning fifty livres to the 
mark : but there muft certainly be ibme miC> 
take in this calculation, for it is hardly pro- 
bable, that a king of France who had no other 
revenue than what arofe from his private de- 
mefnes (hould have been able to leave b large 
a fum behind him. The power of all the kings 
of Europe at that time confifted in having a 

Seat number of vaflals ready to march under 
eir command, and not in being poflefled of 
fufficient riches to enflave them* 

CHAP. XLIL 

Of Frederick II. and his quarrels with the 
Popes, and the German Empire* 

TOWARDS the bccmning of the thirteenth 
century, while Philip Auguftus was fiiH 
upon the throne, while Lewis V III. was drip- 
ping John Lackland of bis dominions; and'that 
after the death of John and Philip Auzuftus, 
Lewis, driven from England by Henry III. left 
ktm due kingdom, and returned to rei^^a 

m 
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in France ; during this time, I fa/, the crufadcs 
or perfecutlon? againft the Albigenfes were ex- 
haufting Europe. The emperor Frederick II. 
made the wounds of Italy and Germany, which 
werenot yet well clofed, bleed a-frefh. Thedif- 
pute between the imperial crown and the Ro- 
man mitre, the factions of the Guelphs and Gi- 
bellines, and the animofities between the Ger- 
mans and Italians, difturbed the public peace 
more than ever. Frederick 11. who was fon to 
Henry VL and nephew to Philip, enjoyed the 
empire which his competitor Otho IV. bad re- 
iigned before his death. 

The emperors were at that time much more 
powerful than the kings of France ; for befides 
Suabia and the other large territories which 
Frederick bad in Germany, he was alfo in pof- 
feffion of Naples and Sicily by inheritance. 
Ix>mbardy belonged to him in right of the long 
pofleffion of former emperors ; but that right 
was little regarded by the Italian cities, who 
were become enthuuafts in their notions of 
liberty. At that time Germany was in a ftate 
of anarchy and rapine, which laded for a con- 
fiderabletime; and this latter was grown tofuch 
an height, that the great lords reckoned as a 
part of their privileges to be robbers on the 
high-ways in their own territories, and to coin 
falfe money : but Frederick II. at the diet of 
Egra, held in 1 219, obliged them to take an 
oath never to excrcife fuch privileges for the 
future; and to fet them an example, he gave 
up the right which had always been claimed 
by his predeceflbrs, of taking pofleffion of the 
cftates of all biihops at their demlfe. 

The 
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Tbc moft brutal and ridiculous cuftomf 
were eftablMbed in tbofe time*. The lords had 
fet up a number of hnaeinary righft, and among 
the rcft^ that of prehbation^ bjr which they 
claimed the firft nt^t's lodging with the new 
married bride of their menial va(&il§* The bifliopa 
and abbots claimed the fame riftht^ as being 
great barons ( and feme of them liave^ even in 
the laft century^ obliged their fulrieAs to pav 
them Mil acknowledgment for remifflon of this 
unaccountable privilege, which fpread over the 
provinces in Scotland and France. Such were 
the prevailing mannere in the times of the 
crufades* 

Italy indeed was not quite fo plunged in bai^ 
barifm, but it was not lefs unhappy. The 
quarrel between the empire and the pontifi- 
cate had given birth to the faAions of the 
Ouclphs and Gibcllines, which divided whole 
cities and familirs. 

Milan, Brefcia, Mantua, Vicenza, Padua» 
Trevigi, Ferara, and almc^ all the cities of 
Romania under the prote^ion of the pope, had 
combined together againft the emperor. 

He had for him Cremona, Bergamo, Modena^ 
Parma, Reggio, and Trent. A great many 
other towns were divided between the parties 
of the Guelphs and Gibellines. ^Fhus Italy be- 
came the theatre not of one war only, hut of 
an hundred civil wars, which by inflaming the 
minds, and exciting the rcfcntment of the Italiaii 
potentates, accuftomed them but too nuich to 
the horrid praAices of poifoning and murder. 

Frederick II. was born in Italy: he had a 
great fondnefs for that agreeable climate, and^ 
on the contrary, could not bear cither the coun- 
try 
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try or the manners of Oennanyy 'firom which 
he waa abfent fifteen whole years. It appear) 
plainly that his chief defign was to fix the throne 
of the new Csfars in Italy. This is the true 
fecret of all the quarrels he had with the popes, 
in whidi he by turns employed both cunning 
and violence ; and the holy tee on its part took 
care to fight him at his own weapons. 

Honorius III. and Gregory IX. being unable 
to refift him at firft^ wifelv refolved to keep 
him at a diftance, and fent him upon a war to 
the Holy Land. Such was the prejudice of thoft 
times, that the emperor was obliged to make 
a vow of engaging in this expedition, for fear 
the people mould think him not a Chriftian. 
But as policy had determined him to 
make t^is vow, the fame policy fur- 1228 ^ 
jfiiihed him with means for deferring 
Us voyage. f 

Gregory IX. thereupon excomnwnicated him^ 
agreeably to the cuftom of thofe times. Upon 
^is Frederick fets out, and, while he is raiak- 
ing a crufade at Terufalem, the pope engages 
in another againft him at Rome. The empo- 
ror, after making a treaty with the fultans, re- 
turns to defend himfelf againft the machinations 
of the pontiff, and, in the territories of Capug, 
meets with his own brother-in-law John of 
Brienne, titular king of Jernfalem, at the head 
of a body of troops furniflied by the pope, who 
bore on their fhoulders as a badge, the two 
crofs-keys. The Gibelline party, who were 
with the emperor, wore the fign of the crofs^; 
an engagement enfued, in which the crofles 
foon put the keys to flight. 

Gregoiy 
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Gregory had now no other refotirce left, but 

to ftir up Frcdericlc'i Ton Henry, king; of the 

Romans, asainft his father ; as lus prcdeceflbrs 

Gregory Vll. Urban II. and Paical 11. had done 

by the fons of Henry IV. But Fre- 

1235 dericic, more fortunate than Henry IV. 

made himfelf matter of the pcrfon of 

his rebellious fon^ depofed him at tho famous 

diet of MentZ) and condemned him to pcrpe* 

tual imprifonment. 

Frederick^ however, found it an eafter mat- 
ter to cet his fon condemned by this (jermanic 
diet^ than to prevail on it to grant him either 
money or troops to make the conqueft of Italy. 
He had ftill forces fufScient to make the war 
bloody in that country, but not to cnflavc it 
altogether I the Guelphs, who were of the 

Cpe's party, and the great fticklers for liberty, 
mg sdways fufficiently powerful to counter- 
balance the Gibellines, who were on the fide of 
the emperor. 

Sardinia became another fubje6l of war be^ 
tween the empire and the pontincate ; this natu- 
rally produced an excommunication ; however* 
in 1238, the emperor made himfelf mafter of 
.almoft the whole of that ifland. I'hen Gre- 

fory publicly apcufed him of unbelief; ^* We 
ave proofs, faid he in his circular letter of 
July I, 1239, that he has publicly declared, 
that the world has been cheated by three im- 

Eoftors, Mofcs, IcCus Chrift, and Mahomet ; 
ut he makes /cfus Chrift far inferior to the 
other two ; they, fays he, having lived in 
fplcndor and glory, whereas the other wu^ a 
pel (on (prung from the dregs of the people, and 
preached his dodtrincs only to thole of his own 

rank. 
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rank. The emperor, continues Gregory, main- 
tains, that the one only God, creator ■ of the 
univerfe, could not be born of a woman, efpo* 
ciallv of a virgin." 

Thefe accufations, which had nothing to do 
with the quarrel about Sardinia, did not hinder 
the emperor from keeping what he had gotten 
-pofleffion of: the difputes between Frederick 
and the fee of Rome were never on religioua 
points ; and yet the popes thundered out their 
excommunications agiainft him, waged a kind of 
religious war upon him, and at length depofed 
him. A cardinal called James, who was bifhop 
of Pakftine, brought letters with him into 
-France from this pope Gregory to young Lewis 
•IX. whereby his holinefs, having depofed Fre- 
derick II. does, by his own private authorityy 
transfer the imperial crown to Robert count of 
Artois, brother to the young king of France. 
Grc^ry certainly took a wrong time for this 
embaflly ; France and England were then en- 
gaged in war with each other, and the French 
barons, who were up in arms in the minority 
of Lewis, were ftill very powerful, though he 
was now come of age. They are faid to have 
declared, in anfwer to Greeor/s ofler, that 
they did not think the brother of a king of 
France had any occafion for the imperial crown; 
and that they looked upon the pope to haveftiil 
lefs religion than Frederick himfelf. But fuch a 
reply founds too improbable to be true. 

Nothing can give us a better idea of the man- 
ners and cuftoms of thofe times, than what 
pafled in regard to this propofal of the pope. 

He applied to the monks of the abbey of Cic- 
teauxy whither he knew St. Lewis was ta 

cotao 



€8 Or FREDERICK n. 

come with his mof her on a pilgrimage, in thefe 
termi ; *' Befcech the king that lu: will take 
the pope under hia prote^ion againft that Ton 
of Satan, Frederick ; the king ought to receive 
tne into hit kingdom, in the fame manner as 
my predccefibr Alexander III. was received 
tfalere when pcr&cuted by Frederick I. and St. 
Thomas of Canterbury when troubled by Hen- 
ly II. of England." 

The king came to Citteaux, where he was 
received by five hundred monks, who conduc- 
ted him to the chapter ; there they all fell on 
their knees before him, and, with Ujdifced 
hands, befccchcd him to permit the pope to 
come into France. Lewis placed himfclf like- 
wife on his knees before the monks, and gave 
them his folcmn promifc to defend the church i 
but at the iame time told them in plain terma, 
that he could not receive the pope in his king- 
dom, without the concurrence of his baronf* 
wbofe advice a king of France ought always to 
follow. In the interim Gregory died ( but the 
ipirit of the Roman church furvived him : In- 
nocent IV. who, when cardinal, was a friend 
to the emperor Frederick, being now made 
pope, became of coiifcquence hid enemy, and 
at all events determined to weaken the imperial 
power in Italy, and by that means repair the 
error which pope John XII. had been guilty of, 
in calling theCjermans over to Rome. 

Inncx-cnt IV. after fcveral fruiclcfs 
^^ negotiations, call« the famous coun- 
cil of Lyonk, which has the following iiifcrip- 
tion, yet to be fccn in the Vatican library : 
^* The thirteenth general council, and the 
BsA of Lyons ^ here Frederick II. was declared 

an 
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an enemy to the church, and deprived of the 
imperial diadem.'* 

It may feem a bold attempt to dethrone a» 
emperor in one of the imperial cities; but the 
city of Lyons was under the protedion of 
France, and its archbifliops had feized upon 
the royal revenues* Frederick did not negleft^ 
to fend proper advocates to plead his caufe be- 
fore this Coixotilj where he' knew he was to be 
accufed. 

The pope^ who had made himfelf judge, and 
prefided at this council, zSted alio the oart of 
his own advocate ; and, after infifting ftrongly 
on the right of temporalities in the kingdoms of 
NapljBS and Sicily, and the patrimony left knr 
the countefs Matilda, he proceeded to accuM 
Frederick publicly of having made peace with 
the Infidek, of having had feveral Mahometan 
concubines, of not believing in Jefus Chrift, 
s(nd, in fine> of being an heretic. But how can 
a perfon be at the fame time an unbeliever and 
an heretic ? and indeed how was it poffible lor 
men in tbofe times to be capable of drawing up 
fuch charges ? John XII. Stephen VIII. Fre- 
derick I. Frederick II. the chancellor desVignes, 
Manfred, the ufurper of Naples, and feveral 
others, had undergone the fame imputations. 

I'he emperor's delegates (poke in his defence 
with a becoming rcfolution, and accufed the 
pope in their. turn of iifury and rapine. There 
were alfo at this ooundi ambai&dors from 
France and England -, thefe complained as much 
againft the popes as the pope bad done of the 
emperor : " You and your Italians, faid they, 
draw upwards of fixty thoufand marks j^year 
from. the kingdom of England i it is but very 

lately 
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Isttely. that you fcnt us a legate, who has dif- 
pofcd of all the livings in the kingdom in fa- 
vour of Italians : he raifcs the moft exorbitant 
taxes upon all religious houfes, and excommu- 
nicates whomfoever complains of his oppref- 
iions. Let thefc grievances therefore be fpee- 
dily redreflcd, for we will no longer bear with 
them." 

The pope blufhed at this fpirited harangue, 
but made no reply; and proceeded to pro- 
nounce fentence of depofition againft the em- 
peror. It is well worthy of obfervation, that 
he pronounced this fentence not, as he faid, 
with the approbation of the council, but hi pre- 
fence of tbe council ; all the fathers kept the 
wax-tapers lighted while the pope was pro- 
nouncing the fentence, and then extinguiflied 
them ; one party figned the decifion, and the 
other went out fighins. with indignation. 

The emperor was tnen at l*unn, which did 
not at that time belong to the houfe of Savoy, 
but was a fief of the empire, and governed by 
the marquis of Sufa. Upon receiving the news 
of his depofition, he called for a certain cifket, 
and opening it, drew forth the imperial crown; 
which holding in his hand, ^* The pope and 
his council, laid he, have not yet taken thee 
from me, and ere they can, much blood fhall 
be fpilt." He immediately afterwards fct about' 
writing circular letters to all the princes of 
Germany, and the reft of the empire ', thefc 
letters were dictated by the famous chancellor 
Peter des Vignes, who was fo ftrongly accufcd 
of having written the book of the Three Im- 
poftors. 

« lam 
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** I am not the firft prince, (aid he in thefe 
letters, whom the clergy have treated with foch 
indignity, nor (hall F be the laft ; you are the 
caufes of it, by paying obedience to thefe hypo« 
crites, whofe boundldls ambition you are fuffi- 
ciently acquainted with. How many infamous 
adions, (hocking to mode(ty, might you, if 

Sou were willing, dikovcr in the court of 
*ome? Slaves to the times, and intoxicated 
with plcafures, the greatnefs of their riches and 
power (cem.to have ftifled in them all fenfe of 
religion* It is a deed of chanty to ftrip them 
of a part of this load of pernicious wealth which 
bows them down to ruin ; and herein it it your 
duty to join your endeavours to mine, &c." 

The pope in the mean time having declared 
die empire vacant, wrote to feveral princes and 
bifbops, namely, the dukes of Bavaria, Saxony, 
Auftria, and Brabant ; the archbifbops of Saltz- 
burg, Cologne, and Mentz. This has given 
room for die fuppoiition that fcven elders 
were then (blemnly eftabliflied ; but the other 
bi(hops and princes of the empire each laid 
claim to the fame right. 

Thus did the emperors and the popes mu- 
tually endeavour to depofe each other; and 
dieir grand policy confifted in raifing civil wars. 
Coorad, ion to the emperor Frederick, had 
been already elected king of the Romans in 
Germany, but in compliance with the pope it 
now beaune neceflary to eleSt a new emperor; 
but neither the dukes of Saxony, of Brabant, 
Bavaria, or Auftria, nor yet any other prince 
of the empire, was concerned in this election, 
the new emperor being chofen entirely by the' 
biihops of Scra(burg, Wirt(burg, Spires, and 

Mctz, 
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Met2, with thofe of Mcntz, Triers, and Co- 
logne. The perfon they made choice of was a 
landgrave of Thuringia, who was ftiled King 
ofihi PrieJIs. 

What a ftrange kind of an emperor had Rome 
now eotten I # landsravc who received the crown 
only from a few biinops of his own country. The 
pope now renewed the crufadc againft Vrede- 
rick ; it was proclaimed by the preaching friars^ 
now called Dominicans, and the minor friam, 
now called Cordeliers or Francifcans. This 
new militia of the popes began about this time 
to be cftablifhed in Europe ; the holy fee did 
not however confine itfclf to thefe meafurcs, 
but engaged in confpiracies againft the life of an 
emperor, who had dsred to refift the decree of 
a council, and oppofe the whole body of monks 
and crufadcrs \ at leaft we know, that the eoi- 
peror complained of the pope*s having counte- 
nanced plots againft his life, and that the pope 
never made any reply to thcfc complaints. 

The fame prelates who had taken cbe liberty 
of creating one em|ieror, made another after the 
death of their Thuringian \ this was a count 
of Holland. Thus the pretenfions of Germany 
to the Roman empire, only icrved to tear it in 
pieces. Thefe very bifliops who had joined in 
afluming the power of electing emperors, now 
fell out among themfclvcs ; and their count of 
Holland was flain in the civil war. 

Frederick 11. was cibli^ed to ftruggle with 
the pope? from the farther end of Si- 

1249 ^'^7 ^^ ^^^ extremity of Germany. It 

is laid, that when he was in Apulia^ 

he difcovered that his phyfician, who had been 

reduced by pope Innocent IV. bad formed the 

defign 
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HeRm of poifoning him. This fa6t appears 
tloubtful to me ; but in all the doubts raiiJd by 
the hiftory of thefe times, the only queftion 
is concerning the greater or lefs degree of 
atrocity* 

Frederick feeing with horror that it was im- 
poffible for him to truft with fafety his life in 
the hands of Chriflians, was obliged to take 
Mahometans for his guard. It is (aid, how- 
ever, that thefe could not fecure him agalnft the 
furious revenge of Manfred, one of his baftards, 
who ftrangled him in his lad illnefs. How- 
ever that be, this great and unhappy emperor, 
who was king of Sicily from his cradle, having 
worn for thirty-eight years the empty crown of 
Jerufalem, and the imperial diadem fifty- 
four, (he having been declared king lafO 
of the Romans in 1196) died at the 
age of fifty-feven, in the kingdom of Naples, 
and left the world in as great confuiion at his 
death, as it was at his birth. Notwithftand- 
ing all the troubles he had to ftrugglc with, 
he left his kingdoms of Naples and Sicily greatly 
cmbelliftied and improved by his care j lie built 
to^^ns, founded uiviverfities, and gave a kind 
of new life to learning. The Italian language, 
which v/as a compound of the Roman :j: and 
Latin, began fiift to take a form in his r^ign j 

X The Ronrance, which is the fame, wc fuppcu:, our nu- 
thor calls the Reman I'ongue, was no other than a coriuptcd 
LatiO; mixed with the language fpoken by the Barbaii^ns 
who deluged the empire. It was alfo called Pro'vencal^ be- 
cauf« ufed in Provence ; and feme fpecimens of it are ftill 
extant ; particularly a copy of verfes by Richard Coeur de 
Lion, puWifticd in Mr, Walpofc's Catalogue of the Royal 
aad Noble Authors. ^ 

Vol. II. E and 
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and there are vcrfes of his extant, in that tongue. 
But the numberleiis vexations and oppofitiont 
he had to encounter, did slh much prejudice to 
the ijrowth of the liberal fcicnces, as they did 
to his great and ufcful defigns. 

From the death of Frederick II. to the year 
12689 Germany remained without a head, but 
not in the fame manner a» Greece had been, or 
antient (Jaul, or ancient Germany, or Italy 
before it became fubjedted to the Romans : 
Germany wa« neither a republic, nor a country 
divided between feveral fovcreigns, but a body 
vrithout a head, whofc members tore each other 
in pieces* 

VW\H diftraftcd ftatc of Germany furnifhcd 
n fine op|K>rtunity for the popes to have em- 
braced, but they negledlcd it, and even fuf- 
fered the lofs of Brefcia, Cremona, Mantua* 
and feveral other fmall towns. There wanted 
now a warrior pope to recover thcfe again, but 
few of the pontiffs were of that character : they 
(hook the whole world indeed with their bulls, 
and difpofed of kingdoms at their pleafure* In 
1247 the pope, of his own pure authority, pro- 
claimed Haquin, king of Norway, and made 
him lc[»itimatc, who was born a baftard > one 
of hii legates crowned this new monarch, and 
received from him a tribute of fifteen thoufand 
marks of filver, and five hundred more of the 
churches of Norway, which, in all probability, 
was at leafl: one half of the money then circu- 
lating, in fo poor a country. 

This fame pope Innocent IV. creat- 

'^5' ed likewife one Mandoc king of Li- 
thuania, imt be was to bold his crown as de- 
3 P«t 
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pendant on the fee of Rome : ** VVc receive, 
iaid his holincff in his bull, diited the 15th July, 
12^1, this new kingdom of Lithuania, as the 
right and property of St. Peter, taking you, 
your wife and children, under our protection." 
This was in fome manner imitating the gran- 
deur of the old Roman fenate, which was wont 
to heftow the titles of kings and tctrarchs. Li- 
thuania was not however a kingdom, nor was 
it till near a century after, that its inhabitants 
were prevailed on to embrace Chriftianity. 

The popes then talked like maftcrs of the 
univerfe, and yet were not a^lc to be maftcrt 
at home 5 the clifpofa! of ftaics coft them only 
paper, but they could not recover a fingic vil- 
lage near Mantua or Ferrara, without iuving 
rccourfc to intrigues. 

Such was the fituation of affairs in Europe : 
(vermany and Italy were rent in pieces; France 
was yet feeble; Spain divided between the Chri- 
(Hans and Moors, which laft were entirely 
driven from Italy ; England b?gan to clifpnte 
for liberty with its kings ; the feudal govern- 
ment was every where eftablifhed ; chivalry was 
the prevailing faOiion ; pricrts were become 
princes and warriors, and a ^yftcm of politic*! 
prevailed, different in almoft every rcfpccl from 
that which at prcftnt influences the governnicnt 
of Europe. In fine, all tlie coiintiies under the 
Roman communion feeinc.J to form a large le- 
puWic, of which the emperor and the popri 
wanted to be the head ; and t!>is republic, tlio' 
divided, had f6r a lon^ time agreed in tlv; ; re- 
ject of the crufadcs, which have jjiven birth to 
fuch gr^nd and infamous actioni., to new klng- 
t A clr^n!5i 
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donif*, new cftabliAmcnts, new niifcrics, and, 
in a word, have caufcd much more unbappi- 
ncfs than glory. 



C M A P. XLIIi; 
Of the Eaat at the Time of the Crusadei. 

REm(;1(»N3 always lad longer than em- 
pires ; Mahometanifm continued to ilou- 
ri(h after the empire of the caliphs had been 
overthrown by the Turcomans. It is a need- 
Icf3 trouble to fcarch for the origin of ihefe 
'J'urtcM, it h the fanie as that of all other con- 
ipiciin^ people, they were at firft favatfcs, liv- 
ing upon rapine. The Turks formerly inha- 
bited a ( ountry beyond mount Taurus and the 
Iniau's and, ai fontc fay, a f;rcat diflancc from 
the Araxifc: iht-y were comprehended among 
tliofc 'I'attutfl whom the ancients called by the 
n.une of Srythians. The great continent of 
Taitary, which is much larger than all Europe, 
has ncvci been inhabited by others than Barba- 
rians} and their anticpiities are little more de- 
ferving of a re^iilar hidory than the bears and 
wolves of their country. About the eleventh 
century they extended thcmfclves towards Muf- 
covy, and over-ran the borders of the Cafpian 
and iilack Sea. The Arabfi, under the firft 
fiicccdbrs of Mahomet, had fubdued almoft all 
Afia Minor, Syria, and Perfia ; at length the 
'J'uicomans came and fubdued the Arabs. 

A caliph of the line of the Aba/Tidrs, cal- 
led Motaflcm, (on to the great Almamon^ 

giandfon 
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gramJibn of the famous Haroun Alrafchid, and 
cotemporary with our Lewis the DebonBairc, 
keing, like his predeceflbrs, a protector and 
cncouracer of the arts, laid the firft ftone of 
(hat edifice under which his fucceflbrs were at 
length cruftied. This prince fent for a body of 
Turkifh militia to be his guard, and never wa» 
ihcrc a ftronger example of the danger of in- 
troducing foreign troops ; five or fix hundred 
Turks, in the pay of Motaflcm, became the 
founders of the Ottoman power, which has^ 
iwallowed up every other power from the Eu- 
phrates to the extremity of Greece ; and in our 
time has even laid fiege to the city of Vienna, 
the capital of the German empire. This l^ur- 
kifh militia growing in time more numerous, 
became at length fatal to its mafters. A fre/h 
body of Turks now came in, and took advan- 
tage of the civil wars raifed againft the caliphs 
and their empire. The caliphs of Bagdat, of 
the race of the Abaffides, foon faw themfelves 
ftript of Syria, Egypt, and Africa, by the ca- 
liphs of the Fatimian line ; and the Turks 
flript both of them. 

Togrul Beg, or Ortogrul Beg, from whom 
they make ^e Ottoman race to defcend, en- 
tered Bagdat nearly in the fame manner as the 
emperors have entered into Rome ; and made 
himfelf mafter of the perfon and capital of the 
cdiph Caiem, while he proftrated himfelf at 
his feet ; he then conduced him to his palace^ 
holding the reins of his mule : but haviiig either 
better fortune or more fkill than the (jermaa 
emperors when is Rome, he eftablifhed his- 
power, and left nothing more to the caliph but 
the office of beginning prayers every Friday at 
£3 \>cv^ 
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the mofque, and the empty honour of invcfting 
with their dominions all the Mahometan ty« 
rants who thought proper to make themfelvct 
fovcreigns. 

It Chould be remembered, that as the Tur- 
comans imitated the Franks, the Normnns, and 
the Goths, in their irruption*! ; they imitated 
them likewife in fubmitting to the laws, cu« 
ftoms, and religion of the people they con* 
quefed. In like manner did other I'artart be- 
have to the Chinefc ; and this is an advantage 
which tvtry civilized people, though ever fa 
weak, ought to have over Barbarians, thougb 
ever fo ftrong. 

Thus the caliphs became onlv the chieft 
of religion, like the dairi or high-prieft of 
Japan, who has the appearance of reigning in 
Cubofama, and ii:dc<:d is obeyed in tnefe do« 
minions ; or like the xerif of meeca, who calls 
tht fultan of the Turks his vicar; or laftly^ 
Aich as the popes were under tlie kings of 
Lcmbaniy : thou^h I am far from intending to 
(omparc the tin one of error to that of crucb^ 
I am only cornparin;^ the revolutions which 
have happened to each, and remarkinu; that the 
cdiplis were oner the moil powerful lovcreijirng 
of the Kaft, while the Roman pontiff's were of 
little or no note. The empire of the caltphi 
however is now fallen beyond a poflibility of 
recovery, and the |>o{ cu arc by little and little 
become miglity lovcr'jigns, confirmed in their 
power, and rcfpc(llcd by the neighbouring na* 
tions ; and have made Rome one of the moft 
beautiful cities )n the world. 

At the time of the firil crufade, there was 
a caliph at Bagdat who bcftowed tnveftituresy 

and 
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and a Turkifli fultan who reigned. Several 
other Turkifli ufurpers, with fome Arabians, had, 
fettled themfelves in Perfia, in Arabia, and irr 
Afia Minor. Every thing was in a ftate of di- 
vifion, which feemed to promife fuccefs to the v 
crufades; but then every one was up in arms, 
and thefe people were to be attacked in their 
own territories, where they muft fight with the 
advantage greatly on their fide. 

The empire of Conftantinople dill maintai iied, 
its authority; it had been governed by fome princes 
Aot unworthy of reigning. Conftantine Por- 
phyrogenitus, fon to Leo the Philofopher, and 
himfeJf a philofopher, following the footfteps ot 
his father, made his reign happy, and if the 
government fell into contempt under Romanus^ 
the fon of this Conftantine, it became refjpec- 
table again under the reign of Nicephorus rho- 
cas, who recovered C^dia in the year 96 ii 
before he became emperor. John Zimifces in- 
deed aflaffinated this emperor, and ftained the 
imperial palace with the blood of his fovereign ; 
he even added hypocrify to bis other crimes y 
but then on the other hand he defended tho 
empire againft the invafions of the Turks and 
Bulgarians. But Michael Paphlagonatus loft ' 
Sicily, and Romanus Diogenes almoft all that 
remained in the Eaft, except the province of 
Pontus. That province, which is now called 
Turcomania, fell foon afterwards into the handg 
of Solyman the Turk, who now became mafter 
of the greateft part of Afia Minor, fixed the 
feat of his dominion at Nicea, from whence he 
threatened Conftantinople with an invafion, at 
the time that the erufades were firft fet on 
foot. 

IL4 't^'^s^ 
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The Greek empire then, on the fide of the 
Turks, was almoft confined to the imperial' 
city, but it ftill extendec;! through all Greece^. 
Macedonia, Epirus, Thcflaty, Thrace, lllyri- 
cum, and even included the ifle of Candia. 
The continual wars in which it was engaged 
againft the I'urlcs, though almofl; always un- 
fuccefsful, Terved to keep up the remains of 
courage in the people. All the rich Chriflians of 
Afia, who were unwilling to fubmitto the Ma- 
hometan yoke, had retired into the imperial city^ 
which by thefe means became enriched with the 
fpoils of the provinces. In (hort, notwithftand- 
ing the various lofTcs it had fuftaincd, notwith* 
landing the vices and revolutions amon>( it» 
governors, this city, though in its decline, yet 
immenfe, populous, opulent, and the centre of 
▼oluptuoijfnefii and picafure, (till confidcred it- 
fclf as the capital of the world. The inhabi- 
tants no lon&er called thcmfclves Greeks, but 
Romans ; thtir finite was a Roman ftate; and 
the weftcrn -nations, v/hom they called Latins^ 
were looked upon by them as a fct of rebellious 
Barbaria.'.s. 

Palcliinc v/ar, then what it is at prefent, the 
Wor<f of all the* inh;ibitt.d countries of Afia« 
Thi'j liftlt province, which iy about foity-fivc 
Iragu'-- ill ltn;»th, and Iroin thirty to thirty- 
five in breadth, h almofl wholly covered with 
bnriirn ro^k^, on which there is hardly an hand- 
ful of raifh : . ere it cuhivatcd, it might 
b^ coin|)are(! to Swirtcrlar d. The river Jor- 
dan, whic h in itb broadefi part is about fifty 
fcef w.idc, rrl':njble8 th<! Aar, which flows 
rhiou;;ii a valley Icfs barren than the reft of 
iiwi/lcrland ; and the ka of libcriai may be 

likened 
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likened to the lake of Geneva. Howevrer, thofe 
travellers who have examined both thefe coun- 
tries, all give the preference to SwlHerland. 
It is not unlikely that Judea might have been 
better cultivated when in pofle/Hon of the Jews; 
they were obliged to fpread a little earth upon 
the face of the rocks, in order to* plant their 
vines. This fmall quantity of earth, mixed 
with the fplinters of the rocks, was fupported 
by low walls, the remains of which are flill to 
be feen at certain diftances. 

Notwithftanding all this care, Paleftine could 
never furnifti fubfiftence for its inhabitants ; 
and as the thirteen cantons fend out the fuper- 
fluity of their people to ferve in the armies of 
foreign princes who are willing to take them 
into pay, in like manner the Jews all went 
abroad to follow the trade of brokers in Afia 
and Africa; and as foon as Alexandria was built 
they fettled there. The trading Jews hardly 
ever refided in Jerufalem ; and I queftion whe- 
ther, in the moft flourifhing times of this ilhle 
flate, it had any members (o wealthy as the 
Hebrews v/ho now live at Amfterdam and the. 
H^ue. 

When Omar, who fucceedeiMabomet^ made, 
himfelf mafter of the fruitful country of Syria, 
he took Paleftine ; and as the Mahometans look 
upon Jerufalem as an holy city, he embelliflied 
it with a magnificent mofque, built of marble, 
and covered with lead ; the infide adorned witti 
a prodigious number of filver lamps, among: 
which there were many of pure gold. When- 
the Turks, who had already embraced. Maho- 
metanifm, afterwards made themfclves mafter* 
of this country in . the year 1055 s. they paid 
E 5 ^^v. 
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feat reff^A to thf» mofque, and the city 
iill continued peopled with (even or eight 
tbonfand inhabitantf^ which wai the mod itf 
walli were then capable of containing, or the 
circumjacent country able to nourifn. Tliia 
people got their wealth almoft entirely by the 
pilgrimages made to their city by the Chrif- 
fiani ano Muflulmanfty the former to vifit the 
holy fepulchrcy and the latter the famous 
morque. Kvcry pilgrim paid a certain acknow- 
ledgment to the Turkifh emir, who refided in 
the city^ and fomcthing to the imam, who 
lived by (hewing the cunofttieii of the place to 
ihofc who were defiroui of feeing them. 

CHAP. XLIV. 

Of the Firft CHt;ffAt)X, till the taking of Jb* 

RUMAtRM. 

SUCH WA% thi? fiiitr of Afia Minor, when a 
pilj-nim of AmictiN Hirrcd tip the crufades ; 
Itr w;t'i (hrn known only by (hr name of Cou* 
i'oup<Mtr, or (*uuipir(ir, u.*i wc arc told by the 
d,itif^htrr ol thr rnipri<»i C'onmcnus, who faw 
lhif> hiMtnii i\t (■oftH^ntin^pIr : he is known to 
iifi by ibr iu»mc of Prtcr the Hermit. However, 
(hi^ nt;in, who wni u nntivc of Picnrdy^ and 
hwii ull tbf^ obilituuy of bii (Ountrynien^ wai 
tt itKrnlrd nt thr cxm'tioni whuh he had 
tlirt wiib »l |rnif.tlrni, talkrd of them at hit 
rcttitii to Konir m Inch Hrong trrm?i« and 
pttintrd thrtn fotth in (o Hriking u lipht, that 
/lopc UtbtiU 11. ihou^bt biai the moil pro|ier 

perfoa 
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perfon he could pitch upon to fecond the grand 
ddign which the popch had a long time con- 
ceived of arming Chrifteiidom aeainft the Ma- 
hometans ; accordingly he di/patched Peter 
through all the provinces, to communicate, by 
the force of his ftrong im*-gination, the warmtti 
of his fentiment&y and to fow the feeds of en* 
thuftafm* 

Uiban II. at length held a council 
in the open fields, near Placentia, at ^^ 
which were prcfcnt np'A^ards of 30,000 ftrfj- 
lars, bcfuJcs ecclcfiaflics. At thi*; coun. il th'-y 
deliberated on the propercft method of rcvrn:;- 
inz the caufe of Chriffianity upon the inhJJ.* 
Alexis Comnenus, the Grecian emperor, fa- 
ther to that princefc' who wrote the hiftory of 
her times, fent ambafladors to this council to 
demand affiftance againft the MufTulman*. ; but 
he had no reafon to expert it either from the 
pope or 'he Italians. The Normans bad thru 
taken Naples and Sicily from the Greeks. Tlie 
pop?:, v/ho wanted at leafl: to be lord-pararnount 
of thcfc kingdoms, btinij Jikcwife the lival 
of the Greek church, became, in confequence 
of this fituation, the declared enemy of tt.e 
eaftern emperors, as he was in private of rlie 
emperors of the Weft. Thi: ^)^s ther* fi,r« 
was fo far from fuccouring the Greeks, tliar he 
aimed at bringing the whole £aft into AjI>j.c- 
tion to the Latins. 

But notwithftanding the projcft of c^irtying 
the war into Paleftine was fo applauded by ail 
the roember3 of the council of rlarcniia, thrc 
were none v/ho embraced it. The primip-at 
Italian lords ha<i uyo muth bifmcf*. of iIiTirowi 
to manage at home, an^i would not €(fMt a d«> 
£ \v^v^\ 
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lightful country, to go and fight on the bor-? 
ders of Arabia Petraea. 

The pope therefore found it ne- 
^^ cefTary to call another council at Cler- 
mont in Auv«rgne, where he made a fpeech in 
the market-place. In Italy they wept over the 
calamities of the Chriftians in Aiia, but in 
France they took up arms for their defence. 
This country was peopled by a great number 
of new lords, who were reftlefs, independant, 
and fond of a life of war and difEpation, for 
the moft part plunged in crimes that are the 
confcquences of debauchery, and in an igno- 
rance equal to that debauchery. To thefe the 
pope promifed the remiflion of all their fins^ 
and to open to them the gates of heaven, 
only impofmg on them as a penance, the in- 
dulging of their favourite paflion, for war and 
plunder. Upon this they ftrove who fliould 
be forerpoft to take up the crofs; and then 
the chur*ches and religious orders purchafed for a 
trifling confideration many of the cftates of the 
lords, who fuppofed that they (hould want only 
a very little money, and their own arms, to 
conquer kingdoms in Afia. Thus, for example, 
Godfrey cf JBouillon fold his eftate of Bouillon 
to the chapter of Liege, and Stenay to the bi- 
bifhop of Verdun; Baldwin, this Godfrey's 
brother, fold to this fame bifhop the few poP* 
fcffions he had in that country. The inferior 
lords of manors kt out at their own expence, 
and the poorer gcuJcmcn followed them as. 
fquircs. The fpoils were to be divided accord- 
ing to the rank and expcnces of the crufaders; 
this occafioncd fonic dirp-ites, but at the fame 
time it pioved a powwrfu! motive to proceed^ 

and 
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and religion, avarice, and reftlefTnefs all. con- 
fpircd to fpur on thefe emigrations. They en* 
Med an infinite number of infantry and horfe- 
men, under a thoufand different banners. This 
crowd of crufaders made their rendezvous at 
Conflantinople : monks, women, merchants, 
viduallers, mechanics, all fet out, imagining 
that they (hould find the road lined with Chri- 
ftians, ready to gain induTgencies by fur- 
niihing them with fubfiilence. Upwards of 
eighty thoufand of thefe vagabonds aflembled' 
under the banner of Coucoupctre, whom I 
Ihall for the future call Peter the Hermit, and 
who walked at the head of the army with fan- 
dais on his feet, and a rope tied round his 

waift. A new fpecies of vanity \r 

The firft expedition of this hermit- general' 
was the beficeing a Chriftian city in Hun- 
gary, called Malavilla, becaufe the inhabitants 
refufed to furnifli the foldiers of Jefus Chrift 
with provifions, who, notwithftanding the pre- 
tended fanftity of their enterprize, behaved like 
a troop of highway robbers. The city was: 
taken by afTault, given up to plunder, and the 
inhabitants put to the fword. The hermit was 
then no longer raafter of his crufaders, who 
were intoxicated with the thirft of plunder : one 
of his lieutenants, called Gautier fans Argent ^ 
(or Walter the Moneylefs) who commanded half 
of his forces, behaved in the fame manner in 
Bulgaria. The countries through which they 
pafTed foon joined to oppofe thefe public rob- 
bers, and they were almoft all of them cut off ; . 
and the hermit, after the greateft fatigues, ar- 
rived at length before Conflantinople with 
twenty thoufand pcrfons ftarving with hunger. 

A 
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A German preacher called GcKlefcalcuSy zt-^ 
tempting to play the fame game, was ftill woriJB 
treated ; for as Toon as he arrived with his dif- 
ciplcs in that fame kingdom of Hungary, where 
his predece/Ibrs had formeily committed fo many 
^ceflcs, the very fight of the red crofs whicn 
they wore was like a fignal, at which the na-- 
tives fell upon them, and maflacrcd every man. 

Another tribe of thefc adventurers, compofed 
of above two hundred thoufand perfons, wo>- 
men, priefts, fcholars, and |>cafants, imaj^ining 
that they were going to defend Jcfus Chrifty 
thought they ought to exterminate all the Jews 
they found in their way. There were great 
numbers of thcfc on the frontiers of France, 
and they had almoft all the trade of the king* 
dom in their handf>. The Cyhriftians, thinking 
they were revenging the caufe of God, fell 
upon thcfe unhappy people, and put them all to 
the fword. Never had this nation fuffertd io 
bloody a maflacrc fince the time of Adrian : 
they were butchered at Verdun, Spires, Worms, 
Cologne, and Mentz; and numbers iatd vio' 
lent hands on themfelvcs, after having rjpped 
open the bellif-n of their wives, to prevent their 
falling into the hands of their barbarous perfe- 
cutors. Hungary, however, proved thi: grave 
of this third arm^ of crufaders. 

In the mean time Feter the Hermit, while he 
was lying before Coiiftantinople, found a frefli 
recruit of Italian and (/crrnan vagabonds, who 
joined him, and plundered all the country round 
the city. The ernperor Alexis Comncniis, 
who governed at tn;*t tiiri', was certainly a 
prince of great wifdoni and nKideration ; he 
toiJtuiteJ bimlclf with getting rid, as fix^n as 
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pofiblct of f«ich troubldbme gucfts, by furniih- 
jfig chem with vcileli to tranfporc them to the 
other fide of the Bofphorus. General Peter 
at length faw himfelf at the head of a Chrif- 
tian armVf rtt^y to give battle to the Muflul- 
inan«. boliman^ fultan of Nice, w!:h a body of 
diiciplined troops, fell upon thi» fcattercd mul- 
tituoet and Walter the MoneylcA, with many 
of the poor nobility, were flain. The hermit, 
however, male hii way back to Conftanti- 
nople, where he wa» lorAcd upon a% a fanatic, 
who had enlifted a multitude of madmen to fol- 
low him. 

TTii» however wa» not the cafe with rcfpefl; 
to the other chiefs of the cnifadc.i, fomc of 
whom were more politic^ had k'h cnthiffiafm, 
and were more accuftomcd to command ; he* 
fides, they had troops that were a little better 
difciplined. Godfrev of Bouillon wa% at the 
head of feventy thousand foot and ten thoufand 
horfe, armed cap-a-pee, under the banners of 
a great number of lordn, who all ranged them- 
ftfves under his ftandard. 

In the mean time Hugh, brother to Philip I, 
kmg iff France, marched through Italy, accom- 
panied by fcveral other lords, who had joined 
him, and went in fearch of adventures; almoft 
the v^olc of his fortune confifting in the title 
of brother to a king, who himfel( was not very 
powerful. But what appears flill more Rtsiogie 
ii, that Robert duke of Normandv, eldcfl (on 
of William the conqueror of Kfi;jnnd, left his 
dutchy, in which he was fciiurly ((lalilinicd, 
and, after being driven out of Knf^hmd by hh 
younger brother William Kuius, mortgap^ed 
Mormandy to him, to furnifli out the expcnccs 
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of this armament. He is faid to have been 9 
debauched and fuperflitious prince, two quah'** 
tics which always proceed from a weaknefs of 
underftanding, and which now prompted him 
to engage in this expedition f. 

Old Raymond, count of I'ouloufc, who go- 
verned Languedoc and a part of Provence,, and 
who had before fought againft the MufTulmans 
in Spain, did not think his age, or the in* 
terefts of his country, fuflicient reafons a- 

Bind the ardent dcfire he had of vifiting Pa- 
line : accordingly he was one of the firft 
who appeared in arms, and foon after paflcd 
the Alps at the head of near one hundi'ed thou- 
fand men. He did not then forefec, that very 
foon a crufade would be preached up againfl his 
own family. 

The mod politic of all the crufadcrs, and 

{perhaps the only politician among them, was 
Johf-mond, fon to that Robert Guifcard who 
conquered Sinly. This whole family, on its be- 
' ing tranfiJantcd into Italy, fuught to aggran- 
di'/c themfclves, fomctimcb at the cxpencc ^>f the 
pope:,, (oiivtirr.cs on the luins of the (jreck 
empire. Tiiib iiohemond had himfelf, for a 
long time, maintained a war againd the em- 
peror Alexis, both in Kpirus and (Jreece. 
Havi/'g no other inheritance but the fniall pnn- 
cipaliiy of 'J'arenium, and his own valonr, he 
took ;«dvanta^'e of the epidemical cnihufiafm cf 
Kurop< , to ailcmblc uj.dcr his banner ten thou- 
fand horfcmen well arn.Ml, and fome infiittry, 
with wlii'.h he \if>i':t\ to be al'le 10 conquer a few 

i Kcb«rt wa* nriuth more famout for hi* heroic valotir, 
andfjood natuic even to exccfi, than for hit dcha'iJciy. 
lie wjit alfo ji (c net out patron oi the liberal aii»^ *iiU »• 
i/dd poet for tJ<e uinci. 
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provinces, either from the Chrifiians or the In-^ 
fidels* 

The princefs Anna Comnena obferves, that 
her fother was greatlv alarmed at thcfe prodi- 
gious emigrations wnich poured in upon his 
country. " One would liave imagined, fays fhe, 
that all Europe, rent from its foundations, was 
|oing to fall upon Afia/' What would fhe hate 
&id then, had the three hundred thoufand men, 
part of which followed Peter the Hermit, and 
the reft the prieft Godefcalcus, fiill continued 
in being ? 

A propofal was made to the pope, for him to 
put himlelf at the hcadof thefc immenfe armies 
which were ftill left. This was the only fure 
method of arriving at univerlal monarchy,. 
Vfhich was now become the darling object of 
the court of Rome ; but this cnterprize, which 
pope Gregory VII. had indeed the boldnefs to 
conceive, required the genius of a Mahomet or 
an Alexander to execute. Theobftacles were 
numerous and great, and Urban confidered only 
the obftacles. 

The pope, and the princes who had taken 
up the crofs, had their different views in this 
grand affair; and Conftantinople flood in dread 
of them all. The Latins were univerfally hated 
there, and confidered as heretics and barbarians. 

Thofe the Greeks feared the moft, and with 
reafon too, were Bohemond and his Neapolitans, 
as being enemies to the empire. But fuppof- 
ing the defigns of Bohemond to have been ever 
fo juft, what right had thefc weftern princes to 
come and feize for themfelves the provinces 
which the Turks had taken from the Greek 
emperors i 

We may form fome idea of the bcuUl '^v^ 
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Since of thefe lords of the crufade, from the' 
ory related by the pi^incels Anna Comnenay. 
of a certain Fiench count, who, at a public 
ceremony, featcd himfelf by the emperor's llle 
en hit throne *, and when naldwin, brother to 
Godfrey of Bouillon, took hold of hi*t hand to 
make him retire, the indiscreet wretch cried 
aloud in his barbarous jargon, f^aila un plaifan$ 
rujin quece Grec^ de pajftoir devant detgenicommi 
noui, " A pretty clown of a Greek this, to- 
fit dov/n before fuch men as we are I*' J'hefd 
word« were interpreted to Alexia, who only 
imiled at tiicm. One or two indifcretiom of this 
kind are fuffident to dif;£race a whole nation* 
It v/uk morally impoHible that fuch gutfts 
fliould not demand provifionn with arrogance, 
and that the Greekf ihould not refufe chem 
with contempt. This was the caufe of con- 
tinual flcirmimes between the natives and God- 
frey's army, which was the firft that appeared 
after the rapacious followers of Fcter the Her^ 
mic* Godfrey at length went fo far as to at- 
tack the fuburbb of Conftantinople, which th# 
emperor defended in perfon. The biftiop of 
Puy in Auirergne, the (Kipe's legate in the army 
of the crufade, was abfolutely for having them 
begin their expedition againft the infideli, 
by laying fiege to the city that wa* the reft* 
dencc of the chief of all the chriftian princes. 
Ijohemond, who wai^ then in Sicily, was of 
the fame opinion, and fent courier after cou- 
rier, to diiiuade Ci^xlfrey ir(tm coming if) an 
accomnvidation with the emperor Hugh, 
brother to the king of Franre, nad at the fame 
time the irriprudence to leave Sicily, where be 
then wa*} with Bohemond, and to tranfpr>rt him* 
ZiflfMlnUfA alone into the UTiitotm of Alexis* 
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To this 2£t of indifcretion, he added that of 
writing letters full of the moft infolent ex-' 
preflionsy which was very imprudent, as well 
a^ unbecomipg in a perfon who had not ai> 
army at his command/ The conlequeoce of 
this behaviour was his being feized, and de- 
tained prifoner for fome time. At length, how* 
ever, the emperor, by a prudent policy, divert^ 
e'd all thefe florms. He furnifhed the crufaders 
with provifions, engaged all the principal lords 
to pay him homage for the lands they ihould 
conquer ; and after loading them with prefents, 
tranfported them one after another into Afia. 
Bohemond, who was the perfon he dreaded the 
moft, he treated the moft magnificently. When 
that prince came to do him homage at Con- 
ftantinople, and was viewing the rarities of the 
palace, Alexis ordered a cabinet to be filled with 
cuiiofities in gold and filver, of the choked, 
workm.anfhip^ and with jewels of all kinds^ 
thrown together without order, and that the. 
dpor of this cabinet (hould be left open. Bobe<v 
fi^ond, in pafling through the apartment, faw 
this treafure, to which thofe who condtided- 
him feemed not to pay the leaft attention. 
** Is it pojQible, cried he in the utmoft fur* 
prize, that fuch glorious things as thefe (hould 
be neglected ? Were they mine, | ftiould think 
myfelf the greateft prince upon earth." The 
fame evening the emperor fent him the cabinet^, 
with all its rich moveables. This tranfa£tioa 
is related by the emperor's own daughter, who. 
was cyc-witncfs to it*. Such was the be- 

* We miift read this account with grains of allowance, 
•oatfdering that it was written by the emperor*s own 
daugbter^ and reprtrenu the cbarader of licr father in a 
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htviour of this prince, whom cvcnr difinte- 
reftcd man will ftilc wife and magnificent, but 
whom the greater pnrt of tliofc vvho have writ 
the hiftory of the crufiuics have treated an perfi- 
dious, becaufc he would not he the flavc of a 
danij^rous multitude. 

When he h?id at Icnpth got happily rid of 
them, and they were all piflcd into Afui Minor, 
a review was made of iht! army near Nirca, 
when it was found to (onfill oF an hundred 
tJiouf.nid horfrmrn, ami fix hinrlrcd thoufand 
foot, including tiu.- v/finicn. Thi* number, 
added to the fiift cmnulcis who prrifhed under 
the hermit, and ofhtr.;, miskci about one mil- 
lion one Iviodrrd thoiilimd, vvb.lrli may jufHry 
what is faid of thr ariiiic.'i of rhc Win -> ot I'rr- 
iia, who fiouial in upon Cfucc'.*, and alfo 
what is related of thu traniplantationi of (b 
many barbarians, l^he Frrnch at length, an4 
particularly Raymond uiunt of Touloic, now 
found themfelvts cxaolly in the fame country 
which the fouthcrn (lauls had travcrfed thir- 
teen hundred years before, when they went to 
ravage Afia Miru^r, and give their name to a 
provnice of (}alatii. 

Hiftorians rarrly give us any account how 
thefc vafl multitudes were fubfifkd, although 
this wa^ a circumftance which rcqttircd as 



very (^ifftrent ii<:ht from tb:)t in v/^'ich it ii exhibited by 
ttic U'i{\tninm /onarrfv, C;lyca», iUrrniu^, Otto FriflnKcnflt, 
Ac. who |>aint the cm[>er(ir Alrxii Conincnu^ as a mean, 
perMi''U<:, foKhd prince. The Alexiade wrirtcn by iha 
princefs Annr, was traridatrd from the Greek into Latin 
by diflcrrnt hqnd^, and ftnally puhhOied in French by th« 
I'refidcnt Coufm. It it a work of great infenuity, cooft- 
pared by fome to the hiftory of (^intua Curtiutf 

much 
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fi!uch care as Ae war itfelf. Venice at firft 
refufed to fupply them, as ihe carried on a more 
profitable trade than ever with the Mahometans, 
and was afraid of lofing the privileges her citi- 
zens enjoyed amongft them. The.Genoefe, 
the Pifans, and the Greeks fitted out veflels 
laden with provifions, which they fold to the 
crufaders in their march along the fea-coafl of 
Afia Minor. The Genoefe became rich by 
thefe means, and the world was aftonifbed to 
fee that fbte become on a fudden a formidable 
power. 

Old Solyman the Turkifh fultan of Syria, 
who was under the caliphs ofBagdat, what the 
mayors of the palace were under the race of Clovrs^ 
was not able, even with the affiance of his 
fon, to make head againft the firft torrent of 
all thefe princes engaged in the crufade, their 
troops being better chofen than thofe of Peter 
the Hermit, and difciplined as well as their li- 
centioufnefs and enthufiafm would permit. 

Nicea was taken, and Soly man's 
army commanded by his fon, twice ^ 97 
beaten. The Turks and Arabians were un- 
able at ftrft to iland the ibock of fuch multi-> 
tudes cafed in iron, their great war-horfes, 
and thofe forefls of fpears to which they had 
never been accuftomed. 

Bohemond had the art to prevail on the cru« 
faders to yield him the fruitful country of 
Antioch. Count Baldwin went as far as Me- 
fbpotamia, where he took the city of EdcRz^ 
and formed a little ftate. At length the cru- 
faders laid fiege to Jerufalem, of which the ca- 
liph of Egypt had taken pofleilion by his lieu- 
tenants. Moft hiilorians tell us that the arm/ 

of 
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of the bcfiegers was diminilhed bv (kiriniflief« 
iicknc&9 and the garrifoiw they left in the con - 
<iuered towns, to twenty thoufand f<rK>t, and 
ftAecn hundred horfc ; and that Jcrufalcm was 
plentifully provided with every thing, and de- 
iended by a garrifon of forty thoufand fol- 
diert ; they take care to add, at the fame time, 
that befides their garrifon, there were twenty 
thoufand inhabitants determined to defend it 
to the laft extremity. But what reader is there 
in his fcnfes, who muft not fee that it is mo- 
raJly inr.pofTible for an army of twcntv thouiand 
men to befiege one of fixty thoufand in a for- 
tified plaiLc : but hsftorians are always fond of 
the marvellou*. 

The truth i^, that after five v/eeks ficge the 
city wa:> taken by aiiault, and that all thofe 
who were noichriitians were madacred. Peter 
the Hcrtrit, who from being 'a ccneral had be- 
come a cha[)bin, wai prcfent at the taking of 
th^ city, 'jind jlz the maf&cre which er fiied. 
Some vhriitiAn^, v/.io.t: tht MufTlilmtn had fuf- 
tcrcd vj iivc in t.it vicv, Icri '.h- Ciriqutror^i 
into tile pri/ats: Ci,-:* ;.;i': K-Jin-^ p'ac'rt, wher« 
the mc:hv:r> hid takrn flicittr with their 
children, who w—c i!: p^z to the fword. 
All hiitofi-tn> atr-cc, th^t ifr-r thii butcherv, 
the chrit^:..;:; 'r.:..;,^^;..: a:.: dfo?.a.r.- wiih 
blooii, w«:ii: ::i L'r';C!:;?X'.n to z^r.i pi^cc" where 

t--/ wcr..' t'.;.: -^o.: r..*: f-pui«Jirc 
iOv)vj or Chrii^:, j-.i th---: r;u -ft .r.:o tear*. 

U*>\*<rY j;r'ji:.i.:i: -.nar tn^v rr.ipht 
g>ve tore i;j:n^ ^r r./...,..;, ■^.:::- ,. .^i^^j holy 

1^1 tears :^ ^..ircv :'>>c :•:..:. -i::;.:ci .^rh ihr 
ji»Jo/> ^.xiio, ^coa^chc , A.:-; cruel turn of 

ITil.d 
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ffnind they (bewec! on thefe occafions* A maft 
may be both furious and tender^ but not at the 
. 'fame time. 

The crufaders made themfelves maflers of 
Jerufalcm on the fifth of July 1099, at the 
time that Alexis Comnenus was emperor of 
the Eaft, Henry IV. of the Weft, and while 
Vrban II. the koman pontifT, was yet livings 
who died however before he received the news 
of the fuccefs of this crufade, of which he had 
been the author. 

The lords being now mafters of Jerulalem, 
immediately aflembled to chufe a king of Judea« 
The ecclefiaftics who had followed the army 
^ere prefent at this aflembly ; andliad the info- 
lence to declare, that fuch an ele^on would 
,be void and null, becaufc, faid they, the elec- 
tion of a patriarch fhould always precede that 
of a kin^. 

Notwitbftanding this declaration, Godfrey of 
Bouillon was chofen not king but duke of Jeru- 
falcm. A few months after, a legate named d'Am- 
berto arrived there, and got himfclf nominated 
patriarch by tl^e clergy, when the firft thing that 
he did was to claim the little kingdom of Jeru- 
falcpi for himfelf ; and Godfrey, who had con- 
quered the city at the hazard of his life, was 
obliged to yield it to this bifhop. He however 
referved the port of Joppa, and fome privileges 
injerufalem: but his own 'country which he 
had quitted was far fuperior to any thing he 
iiad acquired in Paleftine. 
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pofsble^ of f'ich troublefome gucfts, by furnifh- 
ing them with vefleU to tmnfport them to the 
otfier fide of the Bofphorus. General PetctI 
at length faw hioifelf at the head of a Chrif- 
tian army^ ready to give battle to the MuITijI- 
mant. SoFiman, fultan of Nice, Htih a body o(J 
difciplioed troops, fell upon this icattcrcd myUl 
linide^ and Walter the Motie)'ler3, with manjrl 
of the poor nobility, were ilain- The hermit^! 
however, maJc his way back to Conltafitt-»^| 
nople, where he was looked upon as a fanatic, 
who had enliiled a multitude of madmen to fol^ 
low him. 

This however was not the cafe with 
to the other chiefs of the crufadeSj fome 
whom were more politic, had lefs efithufiaffn^ 
and were more accuiiomed to command ; be- 
fides, they had troops that were a little belter 
difciplinea. Godfrey of Bouillon was at the 
head of fevcnty ihou4nd foot and ten thoufand 
horfe, armed cap- a -pee, under the banners ^ 
a freat number of lords, who all rssnged : 
fclvcs under his llandard. 

In the mean time Hugh, brother icii 
kmg af France, marched through/ 

lied by feveral other lords, m 
and went in fearch of adifc 
Luf bl^ fortune 
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Of the milliofi of (cult wbicb bad entered 
into ths« crufade, very few wctc now ttfiMsni Jig« 
Tile fame of their facccflca had drawn a fwaran 
9f new adrenturera out of the Weft. Prince 
Hugh, brother to Philip 1. brought a frefli 
multitude, which wai continually encreafing by 
Italian! and Germamt who joined them on tneir 
way I thele have been computed at three hundred 
thoiifand } but if we reduce thi« number to two 
third*, there will ftill remain two hundred thou* 
land men loft to Chriftendom: for theft, when 
near Conftantinople, were treated in much the 
fame manner a« the followen of Peter the 
Hermit had been } while thofe who landed in 
Afia were cut to piece* by the troopi of Aihan 
Solyman > and prmce Hugh died almoft deferted 
in Afia Minor. 

But what further pforei, in my opinion, the 
extreme weakneA of Jeruialem, n tbeeflablilh* 
mcnt of thofe religious iiodiei of foldiery, tlie 
Templar* and Hofpitallers : for undoubtedly 
thcfe monlci, who were originally inftituted to 
attend upon the firk, did not think themfelve* in 
fafety^ftnccthrytoolc uparmi. Beitdei,when the 
community in well governed, private aflbciations 
arc frldom madr. 

The rcligiou», confecratrd to the fervice of 
the woiiiKJed, having made !l vow to take up 
arm% in the yrar iji8, thrre wai Aiddenly 
formed it militia of thr fame fort, under the 
name of 'I'cmphrc, who took this title on ac- 
count of their living neartothat church which, 
h wnn fair], had hern formrrly the temple oJF 
Solomon. Thcfe cftabliihmrnti owe their foiin- 
dation entirely to the French, or at Icsft to the 
Jnhabiunts of a country f&ncc annexed to France. 
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Rtjmond Dupuy, fifftgrand-nufter and foun- 
der of the nuUtia of mfpitallerf, was born in 
Dauphinjr^ 

No fooiier were tlieie two orders eftablifhed 
bjr the pope's bulls, than they became rich, 
and rivaiS) and foudbt as often againil: each 
odier as againft the Muflulmans. Soon after 
this order, a new osie was eftabliihed in £i« 
vour of the poor Chriftians who had been 
•bandoned in Paleftine ; (his was the order of 
the Teutonic monks, who afterwards in £u« 
tope became a militia of conquerors. 
. In fliort, the fituation of the Chriftians was lb 
pseoarious, chat Baldwin^ the firft king of Jeru* 
ialem, who reigned after the death of nis brother 
Oodfrejr, was taken prifoner almoft at the very 
gates of the city by a Turkilb prince. 

The Chriftians began now to grow more and 
more weak every day in thofe countries which 
they had conquered. The iirft conquerors 
were no more, and their fucceflbrs were funk 
in effeminacy* The little kinjglom of £def& 
had almidy been taken by the Turks in 1 140, 
snd Jerufalem itfelf was threatened. The em- 
perors finding their neighbours the princes of 
Antioch, were only new ufurpers, made war 
upon them, and not without reafon : upon 
which, the Chriftians of Afui, ready to be over* 
powered on every fide, folicitcd Europe for a 
new crufade. 

The French had begun the firft inundation, 
therefore they were appUed to, in order to make a 
feoond. Pope Eueenius III* the difciple of St. 
Bernard, the founder of Clervaux, very wifely 
pitched upon his firft mafter to be the inftni- 
Mtnc of a new depopuUtion* Neyqf did gown* 
V 2 \xv^.% 
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man better recdncile the hurry of bufineft 
widi the aufteritv of his profeilion, nor had any 
one ever attained to fo high a degree of peribnal 
refped, which is always above authority itfelf. 
His fellow ftudent) the abbot Suger, was prime 
minifter of France, his difciple was pope; buc 
Bernard, though no more than abbot of Cler- 
vaux, was the oracle not only of France, but 
tlfo of Europe. 

^ At Vczelai in Burgundy, a fcafTold 
* was ercdcd in the public market- p!acc, 
on which Bernard appeared by the fide of Lewis 
I the Youn^, king of France. He fpoke firft, 
the king iecondcd him, and was the firft who 
took the crofs from the hands of St. Bernard, 
and his example was followed by all prefent* 
Su^er, the prime minifter, would fain have 
diifuaded the king from abandoning the cer- 
tain advantages he might make in his own do- 
minions, to go to Hungary in fearch of pre- 
carious conquefts ; but the eloquence of St. 
Bernard, and the prevailing fpirit of the times, 
without which that eloquence would have been 
nothing, carried it againft the prudent advice of 
the minifter. 

We have had Lewis the Young reprefcnted 
as a prince rather fcrupulous than virtuous. In 
one of thofe civil wars which the feudal go- 
vernment in France rendered unavoidable, the 
king's troops had burnt the church of Vitry, 
and the people who had taken refuge there all 
perifhed in the flames. They eafily found 
means to perfuade the kmg, that he had no other 
wav of expiating this guilt, but by a journey to 
Paleftine; whereas he might have made a much 
more fuitable reparation by flaying at home, and 

govern- 
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governing bis kingdom in a wife and prudent 
manner. His young wife, Eleanor of Guienne, 
engaged to accompany him in this crufade^ 
either becaufe (he then loved him, or becaufe 
the cufloms of thofe times made it a poijit of 
decency to follow her hufband to thofe kind 
of wars. 

St. Bernard had acquired fo extraordinary a 
reputation in this affair, that in a new aflcmbly 
held at Cbartres, he was chofen chief of the 
crufade. This may appear an almoft incredible 
fzA ; but every thing is to be believed of the 
religious frenzy of the populace. * St. Bernard 
had too much undcrflanding to cxpofe himfelf 
to the ridicule which would have attended a 
ftep of this kind. The example of Peter the 
Hermit was recent in the minds of every one : 
he therefore wifely refufed the office of ecneral^ 
and contented himfelf with that of pro^et. 

From France be went to Germany, where 
he met with another monk who was preaching 
up the crufade ; but he foon fdenced this riv«l» 
who had not the pope's miffion ; and at length 
he gave the red crofs to the emperor Conrad 
III. and made him a public promife, in the 
name of God, ofvidoryover the Infidels. Soon 
aftor this, one of his difciples, named Philip, 
wrote over to France, that Bernard had per* 
formed a ereat number of miracles Ance he had 
been in Germany : it was not indeed pretended 
that he raifed the dead to life ; but the blind 
received fight, the lame walked, and the fick 
were healed. We may reckon among thefe 
prodigies, that he always preached to the Ger* 
mans in French. 

?: a- . . Th^ 
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Tkc hopcf of ceruin riStorj drew after thi 
emperor am ilie king of Franco the greateft 

rrt of the knights in their dominkms} and it 
fiud^ that in each army there were reckoned 
feventjr thovfand men, in comdete armour^ 
with a prodigioMi number of lignt horfe^ ex« 
clufive of the infantry: fo that we cannot well 
feduce thii fecond emigration to left than 
three hundred thouiand peribni , who^ joined to 
Me million three hunored thouiand fent he* 
fore^ makai in the whole one million ftx hma* 
tfred thoufand tranfolanted inhabitanttr The 
Gtmmin were the mft who took the field, the 
French followed thenu It la natural, that of 
lb great a multitude numbere muft have beea 
carried off by fickneff, upon going inco a dif* 
fereiit climate* Imemperance, howerer, pro* 
dttced a mortalky in Conrad'a aemy, near the 
plaint of Conftantinople, which oocafioned the 
report that wae fprcad throogh the Weft, of 
the Gredca having poiibned thewellaand fouti* 
taint. 1'he Ame exoeflet that had been com* 
mitted by the former critfadort, were aAel over 
again by thefe) which gave Manuel Comnenua 
the fame apprrhenfioni at they had done to Ua 
grand-father Alexit. 

Conrad, after he had pafled the Bofphomt, 
aded with that imprudenoe which it sdwayt 
annexed to fuch kind of expeditiont. The prin« 
cipality of Anttoch wat yet in being, and the 
emperor mi^t have joined thoie Chriftiane 
which were in Syria, and have waited for the 
kim of France, tnen their nombert would have . 
en<ured them fucceft > but inftead of thit, the 
emperor beins jealous both of the prince of 
Afitioch and uie king of France, marchct on 

into 
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ioto the midft of Afia Minor, where the fultui 
of looniuin, who was a more able gsneral (ban 
himfelft drew his heary Gcmifiii c^valxT amongft 
the EDcks ; where, fatigued, difptritedt aod in^ 
capable of ading on fadi ground, they fdl an 
ejify prev to the Turks,, who had no oAa 
trouble than that of killine them. The em<» 
peror being wounded, and left with only a few 
flying (quaidrons about him, fled to Antioch, 
from whence he went to Jeruialem as a pil* 
grun, inftead of appearing there as the leader 
of an army. The famous Frederic Barbarofla^ 
his nephew, and fucceflbr in die Geman eni-» 
pire, attended him in all thefe journeys, and 
learned among the Turks to cxercife that cou« 
nge, which the popes afterwards to put to the 
fevereft trial. 

Lewis the Young met with the fame fuccefi 
infaisLenterpriiLe. It muft be acknowledged 
that his followers were not more prudent than 
the Gennans, and had £ir lefs juftice on their 
fide. As toon as he arrived in Thrace, a bi- 
fliop of Langres ofiercd to make him^mafter of 
Conflanrinoplc ; but the di^tacc that would have 
attended iuch^a&ionwaatoo apparent, and the 
iboeeft too doubtful. The French annythere^ 
fore croflM^ ahei Uellefpont, and purfued die 
iame route -as the'emperor Conrad had done. 
. Every ontf,' I Undine, miift have obferved 
diat thefe powerful (Jhriftian armies carried on 
a war in the, iame country where Alexander 
the Great was always vi^rious, with much 
fewer troops, OMjtr an enemy fer more, powerful 
than the Turks and Arabs were at that time. 
There muft then certainly have been fome 
fundamental defed:ki the military difcipline.of 
F 4 thftfc 



104 CRUSADES after 

thelt ptmrxn that rendered their couraffc uft* 
left) and thi# defc^ probably wa« the /pirit of 
independence^ which the feudal government bad 
introduced into Europe. 7'hu* chkh Without 
either art or experkttce^ took upon f hern to 
condij^adiibrdorlr multitu'k throuah unkfiown 
i'ountricf* rriie king of I'Vance fell into the 
ifittin fnare a* the emperor ', and hiring /urprifcd 
with hift army among the r<H kn ntar J^rniic^.a^ 
wai thefc iieaten an he had been : but Lewiuf 
at hi* return to Antioch, met with fottic do« 
mcflie mi»fortunet| which ali'tiicd him much 
tnt^te fenftMy than the public catlatniticft. Kay* 
mtfiuU prince of Antioch, ut v/hofc court lie 
had (akrn refuge^ with In* wife KIcanor, wai 
fufpe^ed of rnurtaining a paiBon fur that prin« 
I rf*i. It U iTVcu f^id tlut fnc tof^'/J, all che fa-* 
tiaueu (4 her late painful journe/^ in the arnif 
of a younc 'i'utk of furpri/ing ocauty^ named 
Unl'dtlin, The c*nclufion of the wluilc enteft 
pii/c wa^» that the cm|»cror O^nrad returned 
almofl: alone to (iermany^ »nd Lcwia carried 
ba':k with him to h'tdticn only hi« wife and a 
few iif hh i ourtii:r». At hi* return be annulled 
hi* m^iriia^^e with Kleani^r of Guicnnct and 
thus loft th:ir fnif? I'Vcncb \irimuce^ aftrr hav- 
ing loH in Mu ihn mod Roukith'mg attny that 
bin country had ever id on ditju A thoufand 
ruifi<-d inmilirt, Ui vain cried oiU a^',ain(t St. 
Kernard for hi) propheciri} : he eacufcd him* 
fell upon the example ol iMofci, with whom 
he compared himfcif ; and whot like him* he 
fatdi ha<i promifcd the liiraditns in (Jod'A name* 
to condudl tbcm into a happy count rv« and yet 
taw the hrft grneration iHrriHi in the Jcfcrti. 
Alter thc(c unfortunate ex|H:diti(iih» the Chri- 

fliaas 
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Hians in Ada became more divided amongft 
themfelves than ever. The fame madnefs raged 
amongft the MuflUlmans. The pretence of 
religion had no longer any (hare in political 
afFairs ; on the contrary, about the year 1 166» 
Aumaury king of Jeruialem, entered into an 
alliance with the fultan of Egypt againft the 
Turks 'f but the king of Jerufalem had hardly 
figned the treaty when he broke it. 

In the midft of all thefe diforderi arofe the 
great Saladin : he was of Perfian extradion, 
and born in the fmall country of the Curdes, 
a nation always warlike, and always free. He 
was one of thofe captains who maae themfclvcs 
niafters of the caliphs territories, and was ex«- 
celled in valour by no one. In a fhort time 
he conquered Egypt, Syria^ Arabia, Perfia, and 
Mefbpotamia; and finding himfelf mafter of 
fuch a large* extent of country, foon formed 
the defign of conquering the kingdom of Je- 
ruialem. This little ftate was rent by violent 
fa6i;ions, and was every day haftening to its ruin* 

Guy of Lufignan,. who had received the 
crown, but a crown which was difputcd him, 
afiembled together in Galilee all the divided 
Chriftians whom the profpect of approaching 
danger now united, and marched againft Sa^ 
ladin ; the bifhop of Ptolemais wearing a cope 
over his armour, marched at the head of 
the troops,, holding in his arms a crofs which 
he endeavoured to perfuade the foldicrs was 
the very fame on which the Saviour of man- 
kind fufercd death •; Neverthelefs, the Chri- 
■ ■ — ^— It .1^ 

• They muft have been* very eafy of belief, to be per- 
fttaded that JefutChrift could b« crucified on a cr^fi which 
ihs biibop of Ptolemais carried in hit snm. . 

F 5. ^'^»^ 
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ftUni were uW eidier killed or miJe DrilbMn. 
The cftpcive mMnrefi, who expefted notfiing 
biitdentfi, waf aibnMbed toftM himielf tifiM 
Ity HftMin in the iirnie mifiiier u prironeri of 
war are now't'datji treated by the moft Im- 
mane ftmtrnU. 

8aladiti with hit own handi preiented Ltf- 
liffnan with a ctip of li<(uor cooled with fnow: 
the Icing, after having drank, wa« ig^ifig to 
give the cup to one ornit eaptainf , namediU* 
fiaitd de Chatillon* It wm an inviolable cuftom 
cftaMiflied among the Mttflutmen» and which b 
ftill Icept up among fome of the Arabian na- 
tion!, never to mit thofe prifoncrM to death to 
whom they haa given meat or drink* Thie 
anti^nt law of h/;^talifywa« rrgarded ai facrred 
t^ 8ala<lin $ therefore he would not fufhf Re- 
nattd to drink after the king: that captain had 
feveral time* broken hit prrnii/^*, the conqueror 
hm\ vowed to piiniftt him ; and to (hew that 
be kna¥ how to ptintfh n% well aa to (hew 
mercy, he flmck oft' the head of the periidioui 

wretch wifhiiblow of hi» fibre. Be- 
ll f!; intf come before the gatf^ of Jeru- 

hfcr^u whic h wm in uo (fate of de- 
frncc, htf ^rjmtnl the cinrrn, I^tifignan'n wife^ 
a CMpitulatton fhe coi^ld itot hope to obtain f ^ 

with 

f W« Aft toMHy frilfMM* who fffifiniil«4 th« AmMtfi 
liiAfrliirk ll<mfttitfhftiih, ihut ^(il«4t)n hiui hftn rfffHiir«4 kl 
l#V9r«l Mttnk«« by lU Chi iHUrt* rif Jtriif«l«m | th»i hf ft* 
fiiM l'« K"'i»* <hi,m « iii|i|iiiU4i"nf dKliirin| h« wcnikt 
liih# thv pimft hy (\t'tm, a** \i Uh*\ httrt rn^iu^AHi hy lh« 
'chitniiir}* I tint ih« %ttnUon Up\n% thu» itilvtn lo dtfi^lr^ 
lowuhl w)*lf i\nU lUWitH'Yf «« olihyr^ Mm to ciNiflif liU 
tfff<flHfW*fi^ ftnt i^«iit uitm% wIflJi wtr* fthwiulftnily Mvfr«i 
4r/ /f#/»J|»w/«(0f|(hMtty«ry ifMafttMklyiylta l^iklMiorownt 
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vntb pemiffioa tQ retire whither (he. picafed: 
iior wpiiM he take ajiy ranfom for the Greeks 
who lived in the cicy. When he made bis en- 
try mtx> Jerufalemt feveral women came and 
thrisw themfdvQs at bis feet, fome a(king for 
their huibands, others for tbcir children or fa- 
thers» who were bis prifoners, whom he ordered 
to be reftored to them with a generpfity of 
which that part of the world had not furnifhed 
one example. Saladin caufed the motque^ which 
hfid been converted into a church, to be waihed 
all over with rofe-water by the Chriftians, and 
jilaced in it a magnificent chaijr, OQ which bis 
nude Noradin, liltan of Aleppo, had worked 
with bis own hands -, and alfo.caufed to be en- 
graven oyer the door thefe words, <^ Saladin 
the king, the fervant of God, fet up this in- 
scription after God had taken Jerufalem by bis 
hands/^ 

He ^AAAUhed Mahometan fchools ; but not- 
wlihftanding his attachment to his religion, 
he r^ffaartd the Holy Sepulqhre to the Ori- 
ental Chriftians. We muft likewife add, that 
within the fpace of a year he reftored Guy 
of Lufignan his liberty, firft making him (wear 
that he would never again carry arms againft 
his deliverer. This oath, however, Lufignan 
afterwards broke. 



for hit ranfom, every women five, and every child two i 
and that all thofe who could not pay ihould become tha 
Havei of the fultan. As for hit leaving to the Chriftiana 
file coftody of the holy fepulchre, this was the effeO of 
hit policy, to raife money by the pilgrims } as he knew 
irery well, that no pilgrimt would gd thither, had the f«- 
pulcbre |iaiii «ii4cr Us ilinAion of the MahcmstaQt* 

F 6 N^\S^ 
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While Afii Miriof had thni beeh made the 
theatre of the zeal, glory, crimes^ and misfor- 
tunes of fo many thoufandd of the crufadcrv, the 
rage of propagatmg religion fwerd in hand, made 
its way even to the extremity of the Nerth, 

We have a little before ieen Charlemagne 
converting the north of Germany nirith fire and 
fword*. We h^lve afterward* beheld the {do- 
latroui Danoi making Europe tremble, and 
conquering Normandy^ without ever attempting 
to force their religion upon the people they had 
conquered f I but fcarcely was the Chriftian re« 
li^ion fettled in Denmark, Saxony, and Scan** 
d(havia, when a crufade was preached up againft 
the pagans of the North, whom they called 
Sclnvcs, or Slavcft ^ whence the country which 
hftnlcrn uoon Huneary i» called Sciavonia. 
'l*hc Chrinian^ took up armi againft them 
from Hrcmcn to the cxtrcmiticnof Scandinavia^ 
and upwards of one hundred thoufand crufadcrs 
marched to carry deftni£tion among thefe ido- 
laters^ of whom they killed vaft number* with- 
out makirijg a fingle convert. We may add 
the \oh Of thcfc nundro<l thoufand men to the 
fixtcen htrndred thoufand which the mad fana- 
ticifm of thofr timc% had coft Kurope. 

While thrfr fhinwi were tranfacting in the 
Norili»thcAfi;iticCTififtian'> had loft alltheypof- 
lefTcd tlicrc, except Antioch, Tripoli, Joppa, 
arKJ the citv of 7 yre ^ Saladin being maftcr of all 
.the reft, rither \>y hiinfelf, or by his fon-in-law^ 
the fiiltan of fconiurn, or Cogni. 

All Kuropc wn<; alarmed ac the rumour of 



* Set vol I. di«p. iriU, t Vol, I, chtp xv. 
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Sfaladin's viAories. Pope Clement III. ftirred. 
up France, England, and Germany. 
Philip Auguftus, who at that time (at i x88 
on the throne of France^ and old 
HenrjII. who W2a kirigof England, fiifpended 
rtbeir -private diiferendes, and placed all their 
emuhtion in mavchins to the relief of the 
-Chriftians in Afia. They both caufed proclsr- 
mation to be made througoout their dominions, 
that fuch of their fubje^ as would not take 
up the crofs, fhould pay the value of the tenth 
part of their revenues and moveable eiFe^ts, to^ 
wards defraying the expenge of the armament*. 
This was called the Saladin tythe, a tax which 
•ferved a» an additional- trophy to the coi>-. 
queror. 

' Tlie emperor Frederick Barbarofla, to famous 
for the perfecutions he fuffered from the- 
popes) and which he made them fuffer in their 
tiirn, took up the crofs much about this time. 
He feemed tobe among the Chriftians of Afia. 
what Saladin was among the Turks,, an abfe 
politician, a good foldier, tried by fortune, and 
at the head of an army of one hundred and fifty 
thoufand men. Ho at firft took the precaution 
to order, that no one (hould take- the crofs,. 
who was not worth at leaft one hundred and 
fifty franks, current money; to the. end that 
every one might, by his own means, prevent 
the dreadful dearth which had fo greatly coiv- 
tributed to ruin the preceding armies. . 

Frederick was obliged to turn hisamv firft 
againft the Greeks. The court of Conftanti- 
nople, wearied with being continually threatened 
hy the Latins, entered into an aUianoe with 

Saladin* 
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JUk6in. Tliii Alliinct 4ir»AlUd »U du C^ 
ftkn powtrf of Europe ( but it wai «vid«ot 
tint tbcr« wftf no Mfotdini it. We arr oat fi»- 
turally fond of baviAg Qotinc&ioM or ailian^ 
ivith a kflowA antaiy without an u/gent m- 
caficy . Our alfianct af; praAnt with (ba Totkif 
^ach flittoh kif MccflajY^ pa rbap't doaa not 
McafioA aay munnuriAfi^ Fradarickoaanad kioh 
Mf a oaflaga tbioucb Thrace (worn in baudf 
agaiiln the emperor Ifaac Angelust and baviAg 
oenquered theureeica, he afterward! gained two 
vi^riei over the fultan of Cogni i but batliiiig 
iiinifidf ia a river ( fome fay the Cydftua) wban 
in a profufe Areatt be loft hit Ufet a»d bit 
conquaftf cherd^y became of do advaptaga* 
They had certainly coft him verv deaf» finee 
' Jua ion the dulce of Suabia could gather to- 
father no more than feven or eight thoufand 
JBen» out of one bundred and fifty thoufand that 
h$d followed bia father ; ibtfe be conduced to 
Antiocb, and incorporated them with the remaint 
af the army of Guy of Lufign;ai, who wan de- 
teffmincd again to attack hit conqueror and de- 
liverer, Saladint in dedauct of the ostth he had 
takciit and the ^rtyit inequality of their forci««. 
After fei^cral Uitilefi, none of which were de- 
Ctfive* the fon of Frederick JWbarofla* who 
enight have been emperor of ihft Weft, waa 
Jcilfed near Ptolcm4i;i. Thofe wi iteri^ who uU 
M (hat be died a martyr to Iu4 chaility, and 
might have furvived, could he have prevailed on 
lumiirlf tomake ufc of wonie/u fl^rw themfelvcf 
bold pane(fyrini>,butver)r indiM'erentnaturalifl^. 
^*be fiune thin<< has been fiiice laid of Lewin 
VUl. king of France. 
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Afia Minor wat a gulph isto which Eurooe 
ftemed haftening la phioge idieJf* Not oiujr 
Fffdcridcft ifpipfafir amiF was lo^ but the 
4eetB of EnglandyFfaaccy Itaify and Geniianjr, 
that airiwad before Philip Aumftui and JLicbard 
GoBMrnlt-Lioiihad bioi^;Mu^crii£uler8, ai^ 
QMfeqsendjr frefli viAioM. 

The hifun of Ffaoce and England at lengdi 
armed ia ^rria befoie Ptoletiiab : idmoft all 
die eaflemQiriftiantwvreaflanUed toxanyqn 
the fi^geof thisctty. Satadin waaeaMdofedoa the 
hordm of the Eiiphratctwitha civil war. Whcin 
the two kio« had joined their forces to tfaofe of 
theeaftem Chriftians, thewhde was computed- 
to amount to above thitcbundfed thoufimd men* 

Ptolemais indeed was taken; but 
die jeaiottfy and ditcord which natu- ' '90 
rallv arofe between two fuch rivals in power 
and intereft as Philip and Richafd^ produced 
more miichievoas eflfe^ than thefe three hun- 
dred thouiand pci fm i iicd fiicceftiiil exploits^ 
Philips grown ^earj of diefe animofitiesy aikt 
ftOl more of the fuperiority which Richard a^ 
iiimed on all occaficms, though his va^, re* 
turned in difguft to France, which peihapt he 
ouffht never to have left ; but to which like- 
wile he fliould never have retttmed, unleft 
with more credits 

Richard, now left mafter of dK field of ho- 
Jiour, but not of that multitude of cruladcit,. 
more divided amongft themfehres than the two 
kings had been, in vain gave proofs of the moft 
btroic valour* &dadin, who was returning 
TiAorious from Meibpotamia, gave batde to 
the cni(aders near Ce&rea, when Richard had 
die honour of di6rming that gteat wnrrior^ 
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which was almoil the only advanugd he gained 
hy this memorable expedition. 
Fatigues, ficknefs, (kirmifhes, and continual 

Suarrels, ruined this great arm/, and 
Lichard returned home with more 
glory indeed than Philip Auguftui, 
but in a manner much lefs prudent. He fet fail 
with a fingle fhip, and that being caft away on 
the coaft of Venice^ he was obliged to croiii 
Germany in difguife, and very badly attended. 
When in Syria^ he had, by his haughty beha- 
viour, given great ofFcnce to a duke of Auftria, 
mndnow he had the imprudence to pafs through 
his territories. The duke ordered 
1 193 him to be fcized, loaded him with 
chains, and delivered him up to that 
cruel and daftardly prince, the emperor Henry 
Vl. who kept him confined as if he had been 
sn enemy taken in war, and it is faid demand- 
ed an hundred marks of filvcr for hisranfom. 

Saladin, who had entered into a treaty with 
Richard, by which he left to the Chriftians all 
the fea-coaft from 'I'yrc to Joppa, and who du- 
ring his life-time adhered faithfully 
1 195 to his eni^agcmcnts, died three years 
after at iJamafcus, admired even by 
the Chriftians. In his lad illnefs, indead of the 
fiandard which ufed to be difpluycd before the 
door of his palace, he ordered tnc fhcct to l)c 
hung up in which he was f) be buried ; and 
the pcrfon who carried this enfiqn of mortality, 
cried with a loud voicr, «« Ikhold all that Sa- 
ladin, conqueror of the Eaff, has gained by 
his victories." 'I'hey fay that by his laft will 
be left a Aim to be equally diftributcd between 
the poor Mabomctantf^ Jcws^ aud Ciuiftjan<: 4 

ill- 
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intendilig by. this difpoiition to inculcate that 
all men are brethren '^ and that, when we would 
affift them, we are not to enquire what thejr 
believe, but what they Aiffer. .._ ^^-. .-.— 
. The ardor for crufades flill continued as 
warm as ever, and the wars which were carried 
on by Philip Augiiftus againfl: England and 
Germany, did not prevent a great number of 
the French lords from engaging in thcfe chi*- 
merical- expeditions. Baldwin count of Flan- 
ders was the principal promoter of this emigra- 
tion, as Godfrey of Bouillon had been of th^ 
firft. This new crufade, which we may call 
the fifth, was compofed of four thoufand 
knights, nine thoufand cfquiies, and twenty- 
five thoufand infantry. 

The republic of Venice, which fupported iu 
commerce by wa.r, became every day more and 
more formidable ; and it was thought of more 
confequence to fecure her affiftance, than that 
of all the crown^ heads of Europe,. as (he waA 
able to fit out larger fleets than the kings of 
England, Germany, aiyl France. Thefe in- 
duftrious republicans gained both wealth and- 
additig^nal Jt^rjtories by thjs crufade : for, ia 
the firft place, they were paid eighty-five, thour 
' (and inarks of filver. merely for the pafl'age of 
the troops; and then they made ufe of this 
very armament, to which they added 
fifty galleys^ to make conquefts in ' 1202 
Dalmatia. 

Pope Innocent III. whether oift of matter of 
form, or. becaufe he already feared their rifing 
grandeur, excommunicated thefc people ; but 
thev neverthelefs took Zara and its territories, 
wb^ch ftrll added to the ftr^gth of their republig- 
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Tbii cruAdtf fee cue under yerf 4Hkrem 
Cffcumteiiott toill ochcriy ioaAmichM it feuiid 
Coiiftintitiopltf divided I wharMf the Ibrmer 
eticf had to do with empcrori well ieuled on 
0i€ throne* The Venctinnf^ together with 
the count of Fltnder«, the merauif of M/mt- 
fenraty and» in fine^ all the principal commander^ 
who are (generally good politician*^ however 
mad and giddjr the multitude ma^ be^ tboufhc 
chat the time wa« come for putting in execu- 
iion ft long formed proved againitthe Greek 
•moire, 

liaac Angeluf had heen deprived of hia tU 
berty and right by hi« brother Aleitiy: the 
Ion of tiMi luac was at the head of a partf » and 
the crufaderi offered him their dangcroua a^ 
fiftance* Such auxiliarie* conld not but be 
#q«ally hateful to both Mrti««* However^ they 
nriived before CoAAanetnopie^ and pitched thefr 
camp without that city, which was a perpetual 
prey to tumulta and diferdem* Younji; Alexie, 
whowaadet^ftedby the Greeka, for having intro* 
4uced the Latina, loon bceame the vidUm of* 
eiew faftion ^ and one of hi« relit»one» furw 
flamed hiinMo^f ftrangted him with lib own 
handv* 

I'he crufoderf , who had then the pretence of 
revenging the death of their rTeature, to/ik ad- 
vanuge ttf the Miiuftin that dd<ilated the city, 
to plunder it* They entered it with Kttle or 
no reisftance ^ and having put cvcrv one they met 
to the fword, gave tbemwdvef up with* 

f t04 out refkaim t/> all the CKceA of ava** 

rice and furv. Nicetaa aftrma, that 

tfie booty of the French lord* alone waii valued at 

Your hundredtbouiand mafia offilver. The very 

eburcbce 
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diurehet n^e pillaged 1 and what ftrongiT tnarka 
the cbaraAef of the nation, which has been ac 
ail times the fame, is, that the French danced 
with the ladies in tbe &n£kuarj of the churdi 
of St. Sophia. 

This was the firft time that tbe cky of Con- 
ftantinople had been taken and facked ; and thia 
was the ad of Chriftians, who had made a vow 
<o fight only a^nft Inftiels. 

We do not niid that on this occafion the 
wild-fire, (o much boafted of by hifiorians, had 
the leaf): effe£):. Had it been what they repro* 
fented it, it muft always have given certain vic- 
tory both by fea and land. If it was fome^ 
thing refembling our phofphorus, it might inr 
deea be preferved in water, but then it would 
have had no efk& in that element. In fhort, 
nbtwithftandfne this fecret, the Turks had taken 
sJmoft all Afia Minor from the Greeks, and tbe 
Latins ftript them of tbe reft. 

Baldwin, count of Flanders, the ttioft powei- 
in) of aU the cruiaders, got himfelf eleded en^ 
l^eror, and this new emperor condemned tbe 
€$her ufurper Mirziflos to be thrown headlong 
from the top of a hi|^ column. The other 
diiefs divided the empire between, them. The 
Venetians took for their ihare Pel^ponnefui, 
the ifland of Candia, and feveral cities on tbe 
eoaft of Pbr^gia, which had not fubmitted ta 
the Titrkifli y^e. The marquis of Montferrat. 
tookTbeflaly. Thus Baldwin had little left except 
Thrace and Mcefia. As to the pope, he gained,, 
'at kaft for a time, the whole eaAern church. 
This concpiefi: might in time have been worth a. 
kingdom ; for Conftantinople was of far greater 
dDsuebuence tbisn Jemialem* 



y 
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Thcie crufaders, wha thun'ruined the Chrf- 
ftJans their brethren, might much more eafily 
than any of their prcdcccflr^rs, have driven the 
Turks out of Afia, as the dcmefncs of Saladin 
were rent in pieces ; but of fuch a number of 
knights who had made a vow to go and Aic- 
conr Jcrufalem, a very inconfiderable number 
went into Syria, and thofc only fuch as were 
unable to get any fhare in the fpoils of the 
(jfceks. One or thcfc was Simon of Montfort^ 
who havinj; in vain attempted to |ain domi- 
nions in Orcccc and Syria, put himfelf, at 
length, at the head of a crufade againft the Albi" 

Jenfes, in hopes of finding an opportunity, un* 
er the ian£lion of the crofn he bore, to ufurp 
ibmething from the Chriflians. 

There ftill remained a number of princes of 
the imperial houfe of Comncnus, who did 
not lofe their courage with the deftru£tion of 
their empire. One of thefc, who alfo bore the 
fiame of Alexis, took refuge with a few veflelt 
on the coaft of Colchis, and there between the 
fea and mount Caucafus, ere£ied a petty ftate, 
which he called the empire of Trebifond } fo 
much was the word empire abufed* 

Theodore Lafcarus, who retook Nice, fet- 
tled himfelfin Bithynia, by opportunely makiiijg; 
ufe of the Arabians again(r the Turks. He alb 
aflumed the title of emperor, and caufed a pa- 
triarch to be ele£led in bis own communion. 
Othrr Greeks entered into an alliance even 
with the Turks, and called in the anticnt ene- 
mies of the Bulgarian? to their afliftancc aeainft 
the emperor Baldwin, the late count of Flan- 
^ ders, who had yet fcarccly enjoyed 
^ his conqucft *, and having overcome 

him. 
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him near Adrianopole, they cut off hii legs 
and'amu, and left him a prey to wild beafts. 
^ It h^ by fome been thpught aftonifiiing that 
the fources of thefe emigrations were not dried 
up ; but, in my opinion, the contrary would 
have been aflonifliing. The minds of mankind 
were fet m agitation j penitents were ordered 
by their confeilbrs to go to the Holy Land' ; 
and the falfe reports which were every day 
brought from that place, excited new hopes 
and expe£tations. 

A monk of Brittany, named Eftoin, about 
the year 1204, conduced a multitude of his 
countrymen into Syria. The widow of a king of 
Hungary took the crofs, with many others of 
her i'ex, thinking there was no other way of 

?ining heaven, but by making this voyage, 
his epidemic folly communicated itfelf even 
to the children ; feveral thoufands of whom, 
conducted by the fchoolmaflers and monks, 
quitted their parents houfes on the faith of thefe 
words ; <^ Out of the mouths of babes and 
fucklings, O Lord, thou haft ordained ftrength.". 
Of thefe infatuated little wretches, one half 
were fold, by their leaders, to the MuiTulmans,. 
and the reft perifhed miferably. 

Antioch was the moft confiderable ftate the 
Chriftians retained in Syria, and the kingdom 
of Jerusalem was reduced to the fmgle city oC 
Ptolemafs. Neverthclcfs, it was determined in 
the Weft, that Jerufalem ought to have a king, 
and Emery of Lufignan, the titulary king, 
dying in the year 1^05, it was propofed by the 
bifliop of Ptolemais, that they ftiould fend to 
France to demand a king for Judea. Philip^ 
Auguftua therefore- nominated a younger fon ofr 

. -. ; ... ihc. 
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i4ie houfe of hmnntf in tb«provifiee of Qianw 
j)ttgfie9 who WM hftrdlf fxiflcflisil of Uf «ftitcu 
rEc choice of fucb « iciii^ <uficiciitl|r Ihowi 
■whtt kind of a kingdom tbif wm. 

^rhi« tituUrv king, together with hi« knigbts^ 

' ibme peoule ol iirituuiy who hud peflod the fttf 

tuverJi Crermaui prince*, a duke of Auftria^ • 

king of Hungary, nurned Andrew, who brought 

with him fcvorAi fine troom, the knighti Tem- 

SIfir* ftitd Hofpittllem, imd the bifkopi of Mun« 
:cr and Utrecht, might altof^cther have formed 
an army of conquerorv, had they had a head lo 
lead them on \ but this thry wanted. 

The king of Hungary having withdrawn him« 
ibif from the league, a rount of Holland ua« 
dertook what (o many kiiijf.ji and princen had 
Wen unable to cKtcutv. 7*hc Auatic Chrif* 
tian» frcmed now at the eve uf their deli verancCf 
and their hopcv were brightened by the arrival 
of a ff reat multitude ol knight*, brought by a 
legate fiom the |Nipr, and ttceom|>anied by an 
archkiihop of Uourciraux, the biiho|>« of Parii^ 
Anffcrfe, Autun, aiul Ucauvaii, and a conftder* 
able hoiiy of f ro'ipv t brliden thcle, tliere came 
fuur thou(4nd Kiiglifh and a^i many Iraliaiii, 
under (cvciaI Irailcm. At Irngth John d« 
JBiirnnr;, who lud arrived at J'tolctnatv almoft 
without a nun, hw hntifclf at the head qI' near 
an hiitidred tlioiWand cumbatunt** 

Hafiludin, brothrr to the Utnoun S^ladin, who 
lud la cly joinrfl K^yiit to bin other dominion*, 
i4Uni! it} demolifh thr rrrnain^ of Uie walli of 
Jerusalem, whuh wa(> now no better than a 
ruiiiird villaii^c: but :ii Sjpliadin (eemcd but |>re« 
ratioufly fettled in K;.',ypt, the cruladrr* flattered 
thrm(elvcft that ihcy might eafaly get poilc/fion 
of Uiai count! y. 

The 
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T%e pdbge ftom PtcSemais t9 ^dic month of 
ifae Nik isFerj fliaity and theFeflels which had 
hnmht wm wm vaft multitude of Chriftiansy 
tnniported them in three days to tbe antient 
FnoMUBu 

Near the ruins of Pehifitm ftands the city of 
Dsmietca, buik on a caufeway urtiich definids it 
fromcheinundationsoftheNile. Tlie 
cmfiiders began the ficge of this pbce I2r8 
doring^tfae UBt illneft of Saphadin, and 
eontinued it after ins death. Meledin, his el«« 
deft fiut, then reigned in Egypt, and pafled for 
a pdnce who was fonder <? tlie laws, the fd** 
ences, and a life of tranquiiityt than of war« 
Cmradin, fultan of DamafcxiSy to whole ihare 
Sjm fasad fallen, came to his affiftance ^ainft 
the Qiriftians. The fenoe of this iiege, which 
. bfted'two years, fprcad throi^ Europe, Afia» 
and Africa. 

St. Fruicis d' Affife, who was then upon 

eftablifliing bis order, went in peribn to thd 

camp of tbe foefiegers ; and diinking that he 

fliould find no great difficulty in converting the 

fultan M^Iedin, went boldly on with his com-» 

panion, father Illaminatus, to the Egyptiad 

camp, where they were feixed and conduced 

to tbe fidtan. Francis preadied to him in Italian^ 

and propofed that a targe^re ibould be kindled, 

into which the Imans on the one hand, and 

hinsfelf and Uluminatus on the other, fliould 

caft fhemfelves, to prove which was the true 

yeligion. Meledin replied ^with a fmile, that 

his prtefts were not perfons to leap into a fire 

in defence of their faith. Upon this Francis 

4^emi to throw himfelf intoit alone ; but Me* 

toiih loM him that by accepting fuch an offer 

he 



no :C R U S A D E S after 

lie might appear to doubt the truth of his awn 
religion. At length he difmiiled Francis widi 
marks of his bounty, being perfe£Uy well con- 
vinced that he was no dangerous fpy. 

Damietta, however, was mken, and this ieem« 

ed to' open a waV for the conqueft of Egypt ; 

hut Pdagus Aibano, a Spanifh Benedi^ine, 

who was a cardinal and the pope's 

1220 legate, was the caufe of its being loft. 
This legate pretended, that the pope» 
being the head of all the cruladers, he who re-i 
prefented him, had an linconteftible right to 
be general; and that as the king of Jeru- 
faleni was king only in virtue of the pope's 
licence, he ought in all things to pay obedience 
to his legate. Much time was expended in 
thefe difputes, and in writing to Rome ; at 
length the pope's anfwer came, by which he 
ordered the king of Jerufale'm to return to the 
camp, and ferve under the Bertedidtine, which 
he accordingly did. This general brought the 
army between two branches of the Nue, juft 
at the time when that river, which fertilizes 
and defends Egypt, began to overflow its banks. 
The fultan being informed of his fituation, by 
opening the fluices overflowed the Chriftian 
camp ; and while be burnt their fhips, on the 
one fide, on the other the Nile cn- 

^ ' creafing, threatened every day to fwal- 
low up the whole army. The legate now 
iound himfelf and his troops in the fame fitu- 
ation in which the Egyptians under Pharaoh are 
deicribed, when they beheld the fea ready to 
flow in upon them. 

All the writers of thofe times agree, that in 

this extremity they entered into a treaty with 

"i the 
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the fultan, who obliged them to rcftore Dami- 
ctta, and fent back the army into Phcenicia, 
after having made them fwcar not to enter into 
war againft him for eight years, and kept their 
king, John de Brienne, as a hoilage for their 
obfervance of the treaty. 

The Chriftians had now no hopes left hut 
in the emperor Frederick II. and John de Bri- 
enne, after he was fet at liberty, gave him his 
daughter in marriage, and his right to the king- 
dom of Jerufalem as her dowry. 

The emperor was pcrfedly fenfiblc of the 
little advantage to be gained by crufadcs ; but 
it was neceflary for him to manage the minds 
of the people, and ward againfl: any aitacks on 
the fide of the popes. In my opinion, the con- 
du&. he obfcrved on this occafion is a perfcdt 
model of found politics. He entered into a fe- 
parate treaty at the fame time with the pope, and 
with fttltan Melcdin j and that with this latter 
being figned, he fet out for Palcftine, but with a 
retinue rather than an army. No fooner was he 
arrived there than he made public the treaty 
by which Jerufalem, Nazareth, and fome other 
towns in, Judea were ceded to him. He then 
caufed it to be publifhed throughout Europe, 
that he had recovered the holy places without 
fliedding a drop of blood ; but notwithilanding 
this he did not cfcape uncenfured, for having 
by this treaty left the great mofque in Jerufalem ; 
and the patriarch x)f that city treated him as an 
atheift; but every where clfe he was looked 
upon as a prince who knew perfeftly well how 
to reign. 

In reading the hiftory of thefe times we can- 
not but acknowledge, thgt the writers of Ro- 
Vol. II, G tn^vw:.^ 
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mance have hardly been able, with all thcr 
ilrctch of imagination, to exceed what truth 
has here furnifhed : nor are we furprifed in this 
a£c of extraordinary events, to fee a count of 
Inlanders, who had made a vow to go to the hol^ 
land, feizing on the empire of Conftantinopl# 
in his wav i nor John de Briennc, a younger 
ioti of a family in Champagne, become king of 
Jcrufalcm, and afterwards on the point of coih 

Jucring the kingdom of Kgypt : and this faiM 
ohn, after being ftripped of all his dominiont^ 
marching almofl alone to the afliftance of Con- 
flantinople, where he arrives during 
1224 an inter-rcgnum, and is eleded em« 
pcror. His fucceflfor Baldwin II. the 
lad Latin emperor of Conftantinople, being 
continually harraflcd by the Greeks, runs in 
v;iin from court to court with the pope's bull in 
his handy imploring afliftance of all the princes 
t>i 1 luiopc. All the princes of Europe were at 
that time from home ; the em|>crorsof the Weft 
v/cic j;i;onc to the Holy Land, the poi)es were 
ahncjitiilways in France, and the kings ready 
10 let out for Palcflinc. 

Tlicobal J of Champagne, kin;^ of Navarre, 

who was fo famous for his love to the 

1240 qiiccn, mother to St. Lewis, and the 

fongs he compoi'cd on that occafion, 

w:'.5 one of thofc alfo who embarked for Palef- 

tinc: he returned indeed the fame year, and 

happy it war> for him ; for fcventy French 

knij.;hts v/ho went to ft ;;nalizc themlelvcs with 

him, were all taken piifoncrs and carried to 

(jiaml Cairo, where Melecfala, nephew to Me- 

Icdin, who inherited the dominions and virtues 

iff bis uncle, treated them with the greateft 

hii* 
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llufnanlty, and at length fuffered them to re- 
turn to tnetr own country, on paying a moderate 
nmfom. 

At this time the territory of Jerufalcm be- 
longed neither to the Syrians, the Egyptians, 
the Chriftians, nor the Muflulmen. An un- 
*xam[ded revolution had given a new face to 
the greater part of Alia. Gengis-can and his 
Tartars t had broke Idofe from Mount Cau- 
cafus, Tauris, and Immaus ; and the people, who 
£ed before them like favage bcafts chafed from 
their haunts by animals more cruel and powerful 
than themfclvcs, over-ran in their turn the 
countries whofe inhabitants abandoned them at 
their approach. 

The inhabitants of Chorazan, who 
were called Chorafmins, being puflied '^^ 
by thefe Tartars, threw thcmfelvcs upon Syria 
in the fame manner as the Goths in the founh 
century fell upon the Roman empire. Thefc 
Chorafinins being idolaters, put ai! the Tu^ks^ 
Chrifiians, and Jews, that were left in Jeru- 
falem to the fword. The Chriftians who re- 
mained in Antioch, Tyre, and Sydon, and on 
the coaft of Syria, fufpended for a while their 
mutual quarrels, and united to rcpcl thefe new 
invaders. Thefe Chriftians [were then in alli- 
ance with the fultan of Damafcus : and the 
templars, the knights of St. John, and the 
Teutonic knijrhts, were always ready armed to 
lend their afliftancc to the general caufc. Eu- 
rope was continually furnifliing frcfh volun- 
teers. In Ihort, with the forces they cjuU 
get together, they gave battle to the Choraf- 

Y See Cbap. xlviii. 
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mins, when the Chriftian party was entirdjT 
defeated : but this was not the end of their 
mi-sfortuncs. A' frcfti bod^ of Turks fell 
upon and ravaged Syria, after the Chorafmins 
had abandoned it^ and exterminated almoft all' 
the knights that were left. But notwithftandine 
thefe fudden torrents, Chriftians were ftill left 
in pofTeffion of the cities on the coaft. 

The Latins, (hut up in their maritime towns, 
law themfelvcs now deprived of all afliftance, 
and their mutual dificnlions added to their other 
misfortunes. The princes of Antioch were 
wholly taken up with making war upon a co- 
lony of Chriftians in Armenia. The different 
factions of the Venetians, Genoefe, and Pifans, 
were difputing with each other the pofTeffion 
of Ptolemais.Trhe templars and knights of St. 
John were continually embroiled ^ and Europe, 
now grown cool, fcnt forth fcarce aiiy of 
thefe armed pilgrims, fo that the hopes of^ the 
eaflcrn Chriftians were almoft wholly extin- 
guifhed, when St. Lewis undertook the laft 
crufadc. 

CHAP. XLVL 

Of St. Lewis and the laft Crusade. 

LE WIS IX. fccmcd a prince dcftincd to 
reform Europe, had it been capable of 
hvU)'/^ reformed, to render France triumphant 
and civil i/xd, and to be in every refpcdt a model 
for the reft of mankind. His piety, which was 
that of an anchgritc, did not deprive him of any 

of 



* and the laft Crusade. 125 

of the virtues of a king ; nor did his liberality 
break in upon the bounds of a prudent ofco- 
nomy. He knew how to reconcile the pro- 
foundeft politics with the ftrifteft juftice, and 
perhaps was the only fovereign who deferved 
this praife : in council he was prudent and 
firm, in battle intrepid but not rafli, and coin- 
paffionate as if he had always been unhappy. 
In a word, it is not in the power of man to 
carry virtue to a greater height. 

In conjunftion with the queen his mother, 
who was regent, and underftood perfectly well 
how to govern, he put a ftop to the grofs abu fes 
which had crept into the exercife of the eccle- 
fiaftical power. The clergy pretended that the 
officers of juftice ought to feize the goods of 
rftry excommunicated perfon, without ex- 
amining whether the excommunication w. $ 
juft or not : but the king, wifely diftinguifaing 
between the civil laws, to which every one 
owes obedience, and the church laws, whofe 
power ought to extend only to confciences, 
wonld not fuffer the laws of the kingdom to 
yield to this abufe of excommunications. From 
the firft beginning of his taking the reins of 
government, he confined the pretenfions of the 
bifhops and laity within their proper bounds ; 
he fuppreiTed fcveral fadlions in Brittany ; and 
obferved a prudent neutrality between the fu- 
rioufly infolent Gregory IX. and the madly re- 
vengeful Frederick ll. 

He encreafed his demefnes, which were al- 
ready very confiderable, by the purchafe of fc- 
veral lands. The revenues of the kings of 
France confifted then only in their pwn private 
property, and not in that of the people jt and 
G 3 \.tw^vi 
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tbeir grandeur depended on a well regulated 
ceconomy, in the fame manner a» that of » 
private nobleman. 

His wife aJminiftration had enabled him to 
railc very confider^ible armies to oppofe Henrjr 
Hi. kin^! of Kngland, and the vafTals of France 
who had joined with him. Henry, who was 
poorer, and not fo well obeyed by his fubjedst 
had neither fuch good troops, nor could he af- 
fcrnble them fo readily. Lewis defeate4 

^' him twice, particularly at I'aillebourg in 
Poiton^ when the king of England fled before 
him. Thh war was fucceeded by an ufeful 
peace. 'i*he vaflals of France returned to their 
duty, and never after fwerved from it. The 
king moreover obliged the Knglifh to pay five 
thoufand pounds ftcrling towards defraying the 
cxpcnccs of the campaign. 

If we reflect that he was barely twenty •four 
years clJ when he a£led in this manner, aiuf 
how much (uperior his genius was to hu for^ 
tune i we may eafily figure to ourfelves what 
p:reHt things fuch a prince might have done for 
hifc country had he remained at home^ and 
cannot but rcp;ret that France fliould have been 
n nit red fo milcrablc by thofe very virtues which 
niight have made the whole univcrfc happy. 

in the year 1244, Lewis being fcized wjth a 
viol'.-nt dUbrder, fell into a lethargic dofmg, 
durin;^ which, it ib faid, he thought that ho 
heard a voice commandin;^ him to take up the 
crofs againd tl>e infidels*. The inftant he 

* Father Daniel fayi* that duiing hit infcnCibilliy, his 
filcndk I'Jjccd upon hik Ud, a \ncce of the true crofi, and 
o'hcr rchck>, which produced an iniUntaneoui cflfedtiii his 
favobr. 

re* 
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recovered his fpeech, he made a vow to engage 
in a crufade. The queen his mother, his wile, 
his council, and all about him, were fully fen- 
fible of the dangerous confequencc of this fatal 
vow. The bimop of Paris himfelf difplayed 
them to him in the ftrongeft terms; but Lewis 
confidered his vow as a facred bond, which it 
was not permitted man to unloofe. He tooit four 
years in preparing for this expedition; <, . , j. 
and then leaving 3ie go\ ernment of the ^ ^^ * 
kingdom to his mother, he fet out, accompanied 
by his queen, his three brothers, with their wives, 
and almoft all the knights in France ; for he 
had in this army no lefs than three thoufand 
knights bannerets. One part of the prodigious 
fleet deftined to carrv fo many princes and war«- 
riors fet fail from Marfeilles, and the other 
from Aiguemorte, which is no longer a fea^ 
port. 

From the account of the king's expcnccs, 
mt fnajf perceivie how greatly France muft have 
been impoverished by thefe crufades. He gave 
to the lord of Vallery for maintaming thirty 
knights, eight thoufand livres : to the conftable 
for fifteen knights, three thoufand livres : to 
the arcbbifhop of Rheims, and the biihop of 
Langres, each for fifteen knights, whom they 
brought with them into the field, four thoufand 
livres each. Befides which, he likewife pro- 
vided tables for one hundred and fcventy two 
knights. Thefe expences, together with the 
preparations for this expedition, amounted to 
an immenfe fum. 



t It was iatbe year i%4.% that Lewis IX,'£et fail fo^ 
Cyprus. 

G 4 ^^ 
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If the madnct's forcrufadc;!, and the reli^^f- 
oils ol/itrvanrc of oaths, had permitted I^ewis'i 
\ittuc to h'r^rkcn to rcafon, he would not only 
hiivc {'CI reived the evil he was hrin|jing ufvm 
hib coriniry, but alfo ihe great injuftice of this 
ex'pcciition, which appeared to him To juft and 
Jai/(lal)]c. 

Had his di'Cfrn been only to put France in 
p'.rtcflion of Jcru(alen), it was what it had no 
ri;^'ht to: Ixit he marched againft the old and 
wj/c Mdctfala*, fulian of Kjjypt, who had 
certainly n<rvcr given offence to the king of 
France. Mclccfala waii a MuflTulman, and that 
wa*) the only pretence for making war upon 
liim: hut there was no more reafon at that 
time for ravaging K^ypt, bcoaufe the people 
in!)/) wed the dodtrine of Mahomet, than there 
v'oiild hft at prefcnt for carrying a war into 
CIiinH, l>('c;.ufe that empire in attached to the 
Icncii of Confucius. 

J^ewis put into Cyprus, and was joined by 
ihe king of that ifland. They then landed in 
Lgypt. The fultin of Egypt was no longer 
in portcflion of ferufalem. Palcftine was then 
ravaged bv the Chorafmins, the fultan of Syria 
had abamloned to them that wretched country j 
and the caliph of Bagdat who, though dill ac- 
kt;owled|;cd, had only thefhadow of|K}wer, no 
longer t<>ok part in thofc wars. 'I'herc were (till 
foineChridians remaining at Ptolemais, Tyre, 
Aiitioch, and Tripoli ; but by their diflcnfions, 
they continually ran the rifle of being cruihcd 
both by the'I'urkifli fultansaml the Chorafmint. 

In 
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In this fituation of affairs it is difficult to 
find a reafon why the king of France (hould 
chufe Egypt for the theatre of his war. Me- 
lecfala, who was now grown old and fick, de- 
manded a peace, which was refufed him. Lewis 
was reinforced by frefli fuccours from France, 
and faw himfelf at the head of an army of 
fixty thoufand men. By whom he was both 
obeyed and loved ; and having to do with an 
army already defeated, and a fultan who drew 
near his end, who would not have thought that 
Egypt, and even Syria itfelf would quickly have 
been fubdued ? yet one half of this flourifhing 
army died of ficknefs, and the other half was 
defeated near MafToura. St. Lewis faw his 
brother Robert of Artols killed by his fide, 
and himfelf taken prifoner, with his two ^ 
brothers, the count of Anjou, and the count of 
Poitiers. It was no longer old Melecfala, who 
reigned in Egypt, but his fon Almoadan f. 
who mufl certainly have been a prince of a moft 
generous foul 5 for when king Lewis made 
him an offer of a million of befants in gold 
for his ranfom, and, that ofhis followers, Al- 
moadan generoufly remitted him the fifth part. 

This fultan was maffacred by the Mamalucs, 
whom his father had formed into a militia ; and 
the government being now divided, feemed to 
threaten fome fatal revolution to the Chriflians: 
however, the Egyptian council continued to 
treat with the king. The fieur de Joinville re- 
lates, that the emirs themfelves propofed in one 
of their affemblies to chufe Lewis for their 
fultan. 

t Malek Almdbadan. 

G 5 T^civ^ 
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This Joinvillc was prifoncr at the fame time 
tvith the king, and what ia related by a man of 
his charaflcr has doubtlcfs fame wnght. But 
let ufl only rcflrdl how frequently, in a camp of 
a private houfc, we arc mifinformcd of what 

taflcs in a neighbouring camp, or the next 
oufc, and likcwifc how tmprobaWe it is that 
IWufliilmcn fliould think of chufing for their fo- 
vercign a Chriftian king, and an enemy, who 
Wii3 neither acquainted with their language nor 
their manners, and who deteftcd their religion, 
and could only be confidercd by them as the 
chief of a l>nn(i of foreign robbers ; if v/c refleft 
irpn thi*?, I fay, wc fhall find that Joinvillc has 
Of ly rcp(;r^':d a popular Aory. By relating faith- 
fi 11/ all that vvc hear, wc arc often led to re* 
pf-at many tilings which ought at kaft to be fuf- 
p((^ted ; and aji:ain, we have not the true hiftory 
v/riffrn Ky Joinvillc; it is atbeft but an incorrea 
tranjlati(;n inuilc in the tiuiC of Krancis I. from 
a i7..wi'jrcript which it would b'j very difficult to 
uff''.r»:::ijd at pref'-nt. 

I h;:v n^t l>rcn alio to reconcile what hifto- 
ii;m*; f(il u; of flic niaiincr in v/hirh the Muf- 
l'!!f/)';ii ticatcJ th'jir ChiiHian prironcr':. Some 
t*\ (Ijch) fay, that they v/cic brougl '. one by 
rw)': o;:t ';f the jJ'irc where they v/erc confined, 
;«;;<] art-.d if they v/ould d'-ny Jcfii.'i Chrift j 
ai.d l"(h a; [''liifrcd in (he ClirKtiaii faith luJ 
t)-.' ir \ir„(\; (truck of}'. 

< ){h'i^ ■''.'/ '.\n attcff, that an old emir afkcJ 
ih \..'i((>]]Ci'^ by an interpreter, if they l>ejjcved 
i:i ! inf. Chiifl, and they ar»fv/ctin); in the af- 
• f I ..ilr, h': rcj/lu,"'!, ** lie oi yoifi] courage 
t)/ n ; he tliaf dird for you, and could rife i*i'''Un9 
h Joultlcfs able lo deliver you." 

Thcfc 
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Thefe two accounts fecm a little contradic- 
^ly; and what is ftill more fo, is, that the 
-emirs (hould kill thofc captives for whom they 
expected a ranfomj. 

Upon the whole, thefe emirs demanded no 
more than the 8o,oco befants to which the late 
fultan had limited the ranfom ; and when, in 
purfuance of the treaty, the French troops whicli 
were in Damietta had given up that city, we 
do not find that the conquerors committed the 
leaft outrage on the women, but fent the queen 
and her fifters-in-law away with marks of refpect. 
All the Mahometan fuldiers did not indeed bch2\ c 
with equal moderation, the vulgar in all coun- 
tries being rude and brutal : there were doubt* 
lefs fome violencies committed, and fome pri 
foncrs ill-treated, and even killed ; but after 
all, I muft ov/n I am furprifed that the fultan 
did not put to death a much greater number of 
thefjs foreign invaders, who failed from the ports 
of Europe to lay wafte the kingdom of Eg^'pt f. 

St. 



X Jotnville exprcHy fays, that the emirs deliberated among: 
themfelves, whether they fliould not behead the king and a^i 
the Chriflians in their power, and that they were diffLadcd 
from this refohrtion by a fingle emir, whofe bread was ani- 
mated by a fpark of honour, or perhaps of avarice. 

After all^ it would have been the moA advanugeous refo- 
lution they could have taken. 

f Whether it be owing to a partiality for the Mahome- 
tans* or an implacable hatred to the Chriflians, we HiaJl 
not determine ; but certain it is, our author induftrioi-fly 
palliates the cruelties of the former, by alledging mtcr con- 
jcdurcs, and exaggerates thofe of the latter, without much 
regard to the troth of hiftory. Why fkould we beheve the 
biftory of the Arabian aut'ior Bcn-Schuhnah, rather than 
the niemoirs of the Chriflian knight Joinville, who was an 
G 6 c^c- 
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St, Lewis, on hla being delivered from cap* 
ttvity, retired into Palefline, where he remained 
near four ycAtti with the (battered remains of 
hitt fleet and army* Inft<tad of returning to 
t'rance, he went to vifit Na'zareth, and did not 
repair to his own dominions till after the death 
of queen lilanch, his mother i and ihen only 
In order to fet on foot a new crufade. 

His reftdence at Paris proved a perpetual in* 
crvAk of advantage and glory to him i and he 
received niarks of honour which can onlv be 
rendered to a virtuous king. Henry III. of 
Kn^Und and his l)arons having had lome dif* 
putf, they made choice of liim as fovereign ar- 
biter), i and altho' his deciiion, which was in 
Henry's favour, did not put a ftop to the com- 
motions in England, yet it proved to all Eu^ 
rope, (hat nvn arc obliged, in fpite of them* 
Iclvtb, to Ihtw reverence to virtue. The re- 
putation itf Lcwib, an<l the good order he ob- 
icrvcd in hib kin^^Joni, procured his brother, 
the count (A Anjou, the honour of being chofcn 
kin/ of Airily hy the pope. 

lj"v/i\y III tli< mean time, enlarged his de* 
nitliicf) \>y the acquifition of Namui, Ptronnc, 
Avraijcli"^, iMorla/^rie, and du I'crche. He 

tye wlfficf* ' f what he relate! ? Tlic wife of St. I-ewii bc- 
\i.v \,'Ut/<d at D'dmUitu, and in Hani^er of C3|;tivity, /i4- 
di'.rfiii;'^ h'.»f«.U to foinvillc, who was a kniKht-crrant, fefl 
on her Fiicir-j, an'l h'-KK**'* • hoon, which he havinjj granted 
i/n the hiih of chivalfy, fl)c infiftH upon hit cuttinf^ofThcr 
U'.t\, if t.vrt lid viftut fhoiil'l he in danger ^ and he |>ro- 
iiii;"l •'> <.vi)i;>ly wiih hci ic'|Uc(l. 

I H'i'// '.o'iM he pionoiif.'.e a decree a« fovertij^n, when 
lie v/.i» no iiivro iluii an aibitiator cb^^fcn by the two 
|/rtrtK» ^ 

might 
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-might likewife have taken from the kings of 
England all they pofleflTed in France : the Quar- 
rels between Henry III. and his barons rendered 
it very prafticable; but Lewis preferred jufticc 
to ufurpation, and fufFcred them to remain in 

?uiet pofTef&on of Guienne, Perigord, and the 
fimoufin i but he obliged them to give up for 
ever all claim to Touraine, Poitou, and Nor- 
mandy, which had been re-annexed to the 
crown of France by Philip Aucuftus. By this 
procedure he at once procured an honourable 
peace to his country, and raifed his own repu- 
tation. 

He was the fir ft who eftabliflicd the law or 
right of appeals j by which the fubjcdts, which 
bad before been obliged to fubmit to the arbi- 
trary fentence of the judges of the baronies, 
might now carr^ their complaints into four 
grand, royal bailiwics, erected on purpofe to 
near and determine fuch caufcs. In his reign 
men of letters were firft admitted to feats in tne 
parliament, where before the knights, who 
hardly knew how to read, ufed to decide the 
fortunes of the fubiefts. With all the pietv of 
a prieft, he {hewed the enlightened iirmnefs of 
a king, in putting a check to the encroach- 
ments of the court of Rome, by that famous 
pragmatic law, which fecures thoie rights called 
the liberties of the Gallican church. 

In (hort, thirteen years of his prefence in 
France repaired all the evils that had been 
wrought in his abfence ; but his infatuation for 
crufades hurried him beyond every other con- 
fideration, and the popes took care to encou^ 
rage him in it. Clement IV. granted him a 
tenth penny on the revc^Aues of the clergy for 

threo 



*t34 Of St. LEWIS 

three years. At length he departed a feconi 
time, with a force nearly equal to the former; 
and his brother, whom he had made king of 
Sicily, was to follow him : this time however he 
directed his devotion and his arms neither toPa- 
Icftinc nor the coaft of Egypt, but failed with 
his fleet to Tunis. 

The Chriftians of Syria were no longer of 
the ancient race of Franks who fettled in An- 
tioch and Tyre j they were a mixed genera- 
tion, of Syrians, Armenians, and Europeans: 
they went by the name of 6W//, and thefe 
feeble remains of the original conquerors weic 
in general fubjcdl: to the Egyptians, and Tyre 
and Ptolcmais were the only cities of ftrcngth 
they had left in that part of the world ; and, 
even in thofc cities, the religious focicties of 
Templars and Hofpitallers, whom we may in 
fome fort compare to the Mammaluc militia, 
carried on the moft cruel and bloody wars 
againft each other ; and in a fight which hap- 
pened between thcfc military monks, there was 
not one Templar left alive. 

But it may be aflccd, what relation there 
could be between a petty, monr!;rcl race, on the 
coaft of Syria, an3 St. Lewis's expedition to 
Tunis? Charles of Anjou, king of Naples and 
Sicily, an ambitious, cruel, and rc]f«intcrcfted 
prince, made the heroic fimplicity of his bro- 
ther Lewis fubfcrvient to Ills (lcri|MJs. He pre- 
tended that the king of Tunis owed him (everal 
years tribute ; the trtjih is, he wanted to f;;ct 
the fovereignty of that couniry, and St. Lcv/ii, 
as moft hiftoriah.s tell u--, (but on what foun- 
dation I cr.nnot fay) hoj^ed to make a convert 
of the king of 'I'uiiis, A flrangc mctliod of con- 
verting 
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tcrdog a Mahometan to Chriitianity, to make 
a deicent fword in hand upon his country ! 

The Chriftians landed near the ruins of Car- 
thage ; hut the king fbon found himfelf be^ 
fieged in his own camp by the united forces of 
the Moors. And here his army underwent the 
fame fate, by difeafes, and the intemperance of 
the foldiery in a new climate, as it had for- 
merly done in Egypt ; it was totallv ruined : 
and one of his fbns, who was bom at Damieita 
during the time of his captivity, died of this 
kind of contagion before Tunis. At 
length the king himfelf was attacked 1270 
by it, and ordering himfelf to be laid 
in the duft, he expired at the age of fifty-five^ 
with the piety of a monk, and the courage of 
an hero. It is not one of the leaft, among the 
many inftances of the caprices of fortune, that 
the ruins of Carthage Ihould be the bur^'ing- 
place of a Chriftian king, come thither to fight 
againft Mahometans, in a country where queea 
Dido had firft introduced the gods of the Sy- 
rians. Scarcely was Lewis dead, when his 
brother the king of Sicily arrived, who con- 
cluded a peace with the Moors, and conducted 
the Ihattered remains of the Chriftian army 
back into Europe. 

We cannot reckon lefs than one hundred 
thoufand perfons lacrificed in St. Lewis's two 
expeditions ; add to thefe the fifty thoufand 
who followed Frederick Barbarofla, the three 
hundred thoufand who compofcJ the crufade 
under Philip Auguftus and Richard Cceur de 
Lion, with the two hundred thoufni-d at leaft, 
who emigrated in the ti :ne 01 king John dc 
Brienne -, reckon likewife the one hundred and 
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fixty thou(aod who ba4 before ihu jeone over 
to Afut not omitting tboftf who ptrmcd in the 
expedition agmnd Conflantinople^ and in the 
war^ rucceeding that revolution, without men^ 
tioninjc; the crufade in the Norths and that 
aj^iiinit the Albigenfetf, and it will be found, 
that the Kaft proved the fepulchre of above two 
millions of Kuropeanti. 

Many countries were d<;populated and impo* 
vtriflted by thcfe exjt)edition«. The fieur de 
Tr/inville expre&ly anert^ that the reafon of 
nh not accompanying St* Ivewi^ on hi% fecond 
cnifade, waft, that he could not fup|K;rt the rx* 
pence of it, \m fortune having been alinoft en* 
tirely ruined by the firft. 

Jvewif^^ rduUmi coll thekinj^domeiji^ht bun-' 
dred thoufand befantt;, which wa« about nine 
millions of the prcfent current money of France. 
Now, of the two milliofii who died in tlte 
E'dttj If each man carried with him out <#f the 
kin;;doni onlv one hundred (ranki», it will 
make an a^lditional fum of (wo hundred mil- 
lions on account of thcfc t.K\it:(\lUotn. 'I'hc 
<iciiocfe, the I'ifano, and particularly the Ve- 
iicrfi^tn:^, w^rc irnrichcd by th«rm j but Kranf c, 
Knj'land, and (irrrrnany, wtrir totally r-xhauffcd. 

It lb pn-t<ii'lcd (hat iIm: kin;''; of r lanci: v/tre 
paiiicr^ by llitfcr rrulalc;, hccaufc ^it, jy^wi^ 
tner«:af':<J hi. drrncfrj*::, \r/ ptirt hafinp^ the land* 
ofthofc l';rd?i wiui ha'l ruinH th'-ir fori'inc^ by 
ttilUtv/lt)'/ him : but, in r«-alay, h«t cncrcafed 
l>icrn only by bi^ otrtonomy during; hii thirteen 
ycarfi r^/i<J<'n(<; at b'.i/ji-. 

'/'he only ailvanta^'/-) procured by (hefc en* 
terprifef», v/?'i the liberty which many U>rough« 
purchaied of their Iord>; thu* the municipal 

govern* 
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governmefit encreafed by flow degrees from the 
ruins of the poflefibrs of fiefs ; and thefe com- 
auinities fuidmg iir time that they could woric 
and traffic on then- own accounts, they began 
to exercife arts and commerce, which had long 
Iain negleded, and almofl exdnguiihed in a 
ftate of flavery. ' 

In the mean time, the fmall number of Chrif-- 
dans diftributed about the coaft of Syria, were 
loon extenninated, or reduced to flavery. Pto- 
lemais, their principal retreat, which was in 
cSoSt only a place of refuge for robbers noto- 
rious for their crimes, could not refift the forces 
of Mdecferaph, fultan of Egypt, who took it in 
the year 1291. After which. Tyre and Sidon 
ibon furrendered to him. In Ihort, towards the 
end of the twelfth century, there was not the 
leaft trace to be found in Afia of the emigra- 
tions of theie Chrifliaas. 

CHAP. XLVIL 

Continuation of the taking of Constanti- 
nople by the Crusaders. 

WE may have obierved, that the feudal go- 
vernment of France produced many 
conquerors ; the duke of Normandy, a peer of 
France, fubdued England ; a few private gen- 
tlemen conquered Sicily ;. and, during the cru- 
fades, lords of France were for fomc time matters 
of Antioch and Jerusalem :in iincy Bald win count 
of Flanders, alfo a peer of France, took Conftan- 
tinople. We have feen that the Mahometans 

of 
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of Afu yielded Nice to the fugitive emperon 
of Greece, and that thefe Manometana wcic 
joined in alliance with the Grecki, againft the 
Franks and Latins, their common enemies i 
during this time the irruptions of the Tartars 
into Afia and Europe prevented the MahcH 
metans from oppremns the Greeks. Tht 
Franks being in poffetSon of Conftantinoplc, 
elected their own emperors, and the popes can* 
iirmcd them. 

r Peter de Courtenay, count of Aux^- 
crre, of the houfe of France, bcin^ elec** 
ted, was crowned at Rome by pope Hono- 
rius III. I'he popes, at that time, flattered 
themfclves with a notion that thev had the dif- 
pofal of the empires of the Em and Weft. 
VVc have ken what kind of claim they had 
upon the Weft, and the immenfe quantities of 
blood it coft to dijlpute it« With renrd to the 
Eaft, their pretenhons were confined to Con- 
iUntinople, and a part of Thrace and 'l^bcf- 
laly ; and the Latin p;itriairch, notwithftandin^ 
his profound fubmiffion to the pope*s authority, 
infiited that it belonged to him alone to crown 
the emperors, his maftcrs ; while the Greek 
patriarch, who held his fee fometimes at Nice, 
and at others in Adrianopolis, anathematized 
both the Latin emperor and his patriarch, and even 
the pope himfclf : in fa£t, this Latin empire of 
Conitantifioplc was fo inconfidcrable, that Peter 
de Courtcnay, on hi > return to Rome, could 

n not avoid fallinir into the hands of the 

^ (rrccks, and, zftcr his death, his fuccef- 

for> po/icllcd in reality no more than the city 

of Conttantinopic and its adjacent territory. 

Acbaia 
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Acbaia wat in the poflcffion of the French^ and 
the VenetMfM bad the Morea* 

ConftantinopU, which had formerly been 
Itidi an opulent ciey^ waa now grown (o poor^ 
that Baldwin IL I can hardly fiile him em*'' 
peroff pledged to the Venetians for a fum of 
moner, the crown of thorn* worn by Jefui 
Chritty hi* fwaddling cloatht, bi^robe^ his nap* 
kin^ hit fpunge, and feveral piece* of the true 
croft^ which were afterwards redeemed bv St# 
Lewis^ who depofited them in the holy chapel 
M Parity with other relicks, which are teftimo* 
nies of bis ptet j^ rather than of his knowledge 
in antiquity* 

We &)a that this Baldwin IL came in 1245 
to the council of LyonSf in which pope Inno* 
CMtIV« excommunicated, in (o Iblemn t man* 
ner, die emperor Frederick IL He there in 
Ytiu fiDplored the affiftance of a cnifade» and 
lettirned to Conftantinople, onW to iee it fall 
at laft under the power of the Ureeks, its law« 
fill poflefitff* Michael PalecJ^gus, ensperoct 
and guardian to the young eAperor Lafcarifi 
retook the citv bv means of a private in* ^ 
tdligenoe* Baldwin after this /led into " 
France, where he lived upon the money he 
raifed ^ the (ale of his maiquifate of Namur 
to St. Lewie* Thus ended thb empire of tho 
crufaders* 

The Greeks brought back their manners into 
their empiroj and the cuftom of putting out 
eyes again revived. Michael Palcologus waa 
the firit who fignalized himfelf in this way, 
by depriving his pupil of his fight and liberty« 
It had been the cuftom before, on thefe occa* 
6ouh to make ufe of a thin plate of metalf 

hc9XdL 
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heated red hot ; but Michael ufcd boiling vine- 
gar, and the cuftom has been flill- pr^erved, 
for there is a fafhion even in crimes. 

Paleologus took care to procure a folemn a£l 
of abfolution for this cruel deed, from his pa- 
triarch and biihops, who it is faid burft into 
tears of joy at this pious ceremony. Paleologus 
beat his breaft, with all the marks of a ftncere 
contrition, humbly afked forgivenefs of God, 
and at the fame time took efpecial care to keep 
his emperor and his pupil dofely confined. 
* When I fay that fuperftition returned to 
Conftantinoplc with the Greeks, I defire no 
clearer proof of it than what happened in the 
year 1284. The whole empire was at that 
time divided between two patriarchs ; the em- 
peror gave orders that each party fliould prefent 
before (vod, in the church of St. Sophia^ n 
memorial containing his reafons ; and that both 
thefe memorials fhould be thrown into a con- 
fecrated pan of coals, in order that the will of 
heaven might be known $ the Almighty how- 
ever declared himfelf no otherwife than by fuf- 
ferine; both the papers to be confumed to afties, 
and left the Greeks to their ecclcfiaftical dif- 
, putes. 

The empire of the Eaft in the mean time re- 
covered a little ftrcngth ; Greece had been an- 
nexed to it before the crufades, but itioftalmoft 
all Afia Minor and Syria. Greece was again 
feparated from it after the crufades^ but a fmall 
part of Afia Minor dill remained. 

All the reft of this empire was in the hands 
of new nations : Egypt was fallen a prey to the 
Mammaluc militia, originally formed of flaves, 
who afterwards became conquerors 3 they were 

foldicri 
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foldiers'who had been gathered together from 
the northern cbafts of the Black Sea ; and 
this new form of robbery was firft eftabliflied 
during thb time that St. Lewis was in cap- 
tivity. 

The empire of the caliphs, feemed to draw, 
near to its end in this century, while that of 
Conflantine appeared alfo on the decline. The 
monardiy which had been founded by Ma-. 
hornet was torn to pieces on all (ides by new. 
ufurpers, who at the fame time embraced his 
religion, till at length the caliphs of Bagdat, 
called by way of diftindion the Abai&dian ca- 
liphs, were utterly deftroyed by the family of 
Gengis-Can. 

Thus, during the twelfth and thirteenth cen-. 
turies, there was an uninterrupted fucceffion of 
devaib&tions throughout one half of the globe ; 
nation fell upon nation in thofe prodigious emi- 
grations, which have fince by degrees formed 
great empires ; for, while the crufaders were 
pouring in upon Syria, the Turks undermined, 
the Arabians ; and at length the Tartars ap-. 
peared, who fell upon the Turks, the Arabians, 
the Indians, and the Chinefe. Thefe Tartars, 
condudted by Gengis>Can and his fons, changed 
the face of all Great Afia, while Afia Minor 
and Syria were the fepulchres of the Franks 
and Saracens* 



CHAP. 
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C H A P. XLVIIL 
Of the Kast and of Gnvoi»*CAW. 

ON thd other fide of Pcrfloy towardi die rl* 
vera GU)gn and Oxus, « new empire arofie 
from the ruin* ol the caliphate. We call ic' 
Kciurnlimia, or KoiiraAiin, Irom tlie corrupted 
name of iu (!oti(|urrora. Sultan Mohammed 
reif^.ned here about the end of the twcllth and 
beginning of the thirteenth century, ic the 
time that (b many kingdom;! wrra Iwallowed 
up by the great irrujnioni of the Tartarg. Mo« 
hutnnird the Choiafniian lulcd liom the heart of 
Imc, which ii the ancient Media* to the other 
fide of Kogdianni and far into the country of 
the TartarN. He had moreover enlarged hi* 
dominionii by the addition of a great part of 
India I i'i> that he f'aw himielf one of the n'oft 
powci'tul foveroij^nii in the world, but ttill con- 
tintird to ac'knowlcdgc tho cdiph, whom he 
hud firitit of ulmoft all hU dominium, and who 
retained only the city of Hagdat. 

Kioni the othrt iidc of '^I 'mi run and Catirafui, 
to the caflward of the Cafpian Sea, and frorn 
the rivrr Vol(.!;a to ('bina, and to the norrhw.ird 
M fur ak thclro/.enxone, cxtencia that immrnfe 
it4^t of country Ixlonp.in^ to the ancient Scy* 
thi;itn, who wnr alCriwarJ*! (-4llcii TataiM, :incl 
by UH 'I\u'(;irfi, h(»in 'rrtrot-can, cinr oj the 
mod powrrliil of thrit piincrfi. 'I'hcfc cntin- 
trir.i appear t<» h.ivr brrn prnjilr*! Itoni time 
iiiuiitmorial, but the inhabttuntn (luiccly ever 
built towuM ( nature haviiip; jMvcn thrfc? people, 
Che lame an to the Araba and ilcdouinv, that 
S relifli 
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tdHh for freedom stnd a wandering life, which 
made them always confider towns or cities as 
prifons, in which kings, £iy they, keep their 
ilaves. 

Their continual excurfions, the frugal man« 
Ber in which thef were obliged to live, the 
Imall (hare of reft or indulgence they could en*^ 
jpy^ paffing their lives either under a tent, in 
mdr chariots, or upon the bare ground, ren- 
deoed them a race of hardy men, inured to fa- 
tigne, whO) like b many wild beafts grown 
over numerous, fpread themfelves on all fides, 
at a diftance from their dens, at one time to-* 
wards the countries about the Palus Moeotis, from 
whence, in the fifth century, they drove out 
the inhabiunts, who rufhed in upon the Ro- 
.^ man empire ; at another time towards the ea{{ 
and fbutb, where they over-ran Armenia and 
Perfia ; and again, towards the coafts of China, 
and as far as the Indies. Thus has this mighty 
retervoir of barbarous and warlike men, fpread, 
at different times, its innundations over almoft 
the whole of our hemifphere; and the people 
who at prcfent inhabit thofe deferts, deftrtute of 
all learning, know only that theb anceftors have 
formerly conquered the world. 

Each horde or tribe had its chief, and feveral 
of tbefe chiefs were united under a Khan, to 
whom the neighbouring tribes of Dailailama 
paid a kind of homage, confifting chiefly in a 
flight tribute : the reft of the tribes had no other 
notion of divine worftiip than what confifted in 
Sacrificing a few animals once a-year to the fu-* 
|>reme being. I have never heard it faid that 
they offered human facrifices to the deity, nor 
that they bad any belief of an evil and powerful 
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being, fuch aa the devik The wants and oc- 
cupations of a vagabond life preferred them 
likcwifc from a great deal of that fuperilition 
\vhi( h is the childof idlcncrs ; their only faults 
\vcjc thofc which brutality naturally conneits 
with a rough and favagc way of life, and even 
thefc faults made them conquerors. 

All that I have been able to gather ofccrtainty^ 
concernine the origin of the great revolution 
brou|^ht about by thefc Tartars towards the 
twelhh and thirteenth centuries, is, that the 
hordes of Mongols, or JVIop;u1s, inhabiting the 
parts to the eailward of China, and who pof-* 
feflcd the bcft iron mines, were the firft who 
worked that metal, which indeed made them in 
the end mailers of thofe who were in poflcffion 
f)f all the rcfl. Cal-Can, or (}aflar-Can, 
f.randfathcr to (icngis-Can f, finding himfelf 
at the head of thefc tribes, who were the beft 
armed and difcij>lincd of all the other:, obliged 
many of his neighbours to bccr>me hh vaflals, 
•did founded a kind of monarchy, fuch an one 
at Icaft as could fubftd amonjj a wandering, 
people, iiii|)niicnt of rciiraint. His fon, whom 
«)ur Kuropeaii hiflorians call Pifouca, fixed this 
rifitig empire, atid after him (iengis-Can ex- 
tended it over ttic [;;rcaten part ol the known 
globe. 

iietwccn his dominions and thefe of China, 
lav a powerful date, bdoninnf^ to a Chan, 
whofc ancettor.s had (piittrd the wandering life 
of the Tartars, to iiuiJd thcrnlclves townr^ after 

j According to F^MJalUh, wlui wrote the life of Ocnf.lB* 
Chkti, hiftgrindrathrrU name wa« Purfjui-Chani Mid luilii« 
ther'i Ycfuknx, or Tifuka Bcliadr. 

the 
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the example of the Chinefe. This prince was 
known even in Europe, and was the perfon to 
whom we at firfl gave the name of Prefter 
John :' fome critics have attempted to prove 
that the proper name is Prieft John, though, 
moft certainly, there never was the leaft grounds 
for eidier of the appellations f. 

The truth is, that the reputation of his ca- 
pital, which made fome noife in Afia, had ex- 
cited the greedinefs of certain , Arabian mer- 
chants : thefe merchants were of the ancient 
communion of Neftorius ; fome of their priefts 
accompanied them in this expedition, and, in 
order to recommend themfelves to the Chriflian 
potentates, who yrere at that time carrying on 
the holy war in Syria, they gave out that they 
had converted this great Can, the moft powerful 
of the Tartarian chiefs, and had given him 
the name of John ; and that he had even con- 
defcended' to take upon him the priefthood. 
From this idle ftory came Prefter John to be lb 
famous in the old chronicles of the crufades. 
They afterwards went in fearch of a Prefter 
John into Ethiopia, and gave this name to a 
black prince, V, ho ispartly a fchifmaticChriftian, 
and partly a Jew ; but the Tartar Prefter Tohn 
iell in a great battle by the arms of Gen- 
gis, after which the conqueror made himfelf 
mailer of his dominions, and caufed himfelf to 
be chofen fovereign of all the Tartar Cans, or 
chi^fe under the name of Gcngis-Can, which 



f The name of this prince was Vang-Can, or Ung Can ; 
and the capital of his kingdom was Karacorum, fituaied 
about twenty days journey from the borders of China. 

Vol* II, H fignifics 
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fignifies King of Kings, or Grand-Can ♦, in 
room of that of Temuginf, which he bor^ be- 
fore. It appears that the IVtar-Cans were 
accuflomcd to aflcmble diets at the beginning 
of ihc fpring ; thefe diets were called Cokr-ihe, 
How do we know whether thefe allcmblies, 
and our plenary courts in the months of March 
ajid May, may not have had the fame origin ? 

Gengis-Ciin publiflied an ordonnance in this 
aflembly, enjoining the belief of one God only, 
and that no one (nould be perfecuted on the 
icore of religion ; a certain proof that his fub- 
jeils were not all of the fame belief. He cfta- 
bliflied flrid military difcipline ; the decurions, 
ccnturiuns> and captains of thoufand», and the 
chiefs of ten thou lands, under generals, were 
all ob!I|;cd to perform daih' duty : and all fuch 
who did not ^o to the mid, were obliged to 
work one day in the week for the Can s fcr- 
vicc. Adultery was the more ftriclly forbid- 
den, on account of polygamy being allowed. 
'I here was but one Tartar canton in which 
the inhabitants were permitted to continue the 
pradice of proiiituling their wives to their land- 
loivis. Sfjuery w:is exprefUy forbidden, under 
p.iin of <Ic.itli : it li;ts niready been flicwn, 
tJ»at Chailemagiic pi:nillied this crime only by 
a Hne; but it follows from hence, that the 
Germans, Franks, and Tartars, believed alike 
in the power of fnaj^ieiiins. (icn^Is-Can plavrd 

• Ahu!;.'.»zi C\ii), tlv Mnoii.in, <lcriNcs this n.inic f'-«nn 
/fw, whic'.i, in tl.c M'j'.-.ul l.ii'.i,ii t'.;!-, O/i-.ilits (^ /<.■/, an i t'i« 
Iciminxtion ;;■/'/<., iin|lyn.i; il.o t\ii>€ilutivt', t. e. ^r.^t.-fj^ or 
vtji v'.n- 

■\ .*>f) tnli.'l U\*v.\ TcnrijciiCin, a princo of llic Muguli» 
Who:n I'ii U'Jicr dccalcd ai»cl llc'.v. 
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off a fcheme in this great aflembly of barbarous 
princes, which we frequently find employed in 
the hiftory of the world j a prophet foretold 
him, that he (hould be one day mafter of the 
univerfe : his fubjeds encouraged each other 
to fidfil the prediction. 

Gengis imied a new law, which was the 
moft proper imaginable for making heroes of 
all his foldiers ; he ordered the penalty of death 
for fuch who, when called to the affiftancc of 
their fellow-fold iers in time of battle, (houlJ 
take to flight, inftead of fuccouring them. Hav- 
ing quickly made himfelf mafter of all the 
countries which lie between the river Volga 
and the wall of China, he afterwards fell upon 
that antient empire which was then called Ca- 
tai. He took Cambalu, the capital of North 
Catai 5 this is the fame city which we now call 
Pckin. Thus mafter of the one half of China, 
he foon carried his victorious arms into the 
heart of Corea. 

It is not in the imagination, even of the 
idleft of thofe who bufy themfelves in rv-)man:ic 
fictions, to conceive that a prince fhoulJ let 
out from the heart of Corea, which is at the 
eaftern 'Extremity of our globe, to carry the \rar 
into Perfia and the Indies ; and yet this, Gen- 
gis-Can aftually effected. 

The caliph of Bagdat, named Naffer, very 
imprudently applied to him for his afliftancc ; 
the caliphs at that time were, as wc have al- 
ready feen, what the indolent kin^s of Frai.cc 
were formerly, under the tyranny of the mayors 
of the palace : the Turks were the mayors of 
the caliphs. 

U 2 Sultan 
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Sultan Mohammed, of the Corifmian race^ 
of whom we have already made mention, was 
mafter of almoft all Pcrfia ; and Armenia, ever 
in a defencelefs condition, paid him tribute. 
The caliph Naffer, whom this Mohammed was 
determined to drip at laft of even the (hadow 
of dignity which was left him, called Gengis- 
Can into Perfia. 

I'he Tartarian conqueror was at that time 
fixty years of age ; it appears that he knew 
how to govern, as well as to conquer ; and his 
life is one of the many inftances, that there is 
no great conqueror, who is not at the fame 
time a great politician ; a conqueror is a man, 

t'whofc head makes a happy and dextrous ufe of 
the arms of others. Gengis governed with fo 
much (kill that part of China which he had 
conquered, that there was not the leaft attempt 
made towards a revolt during his abfence ; and 
he knew fo well how to govern his own family, 
that his four fons, whom he made his four 
lieutenant-generals, fhcwed no other jealoufy 
than who mould beft ferve him ; and were the 
chief inftrunicnts of his vidlories. 

Our fights in Kurope appear like flight flcir- 
mifhfs, when compared with the battles which 
have atdift'ercnt times laid Afia in blood. Sul- 
tan Mohammed marched againft Gengis at the 
head of four bundled tlioufatid fightint; men; and 
on the other fide of ihe river Jaxartcs, near the 
city of (Jtrar, and in the imir.enfe plains which 
lie without the ciiy, in 42 degrees of latitude, 
iie met v/ith the lariar^s army, confiiling of 
ftvca hundred thoufand men, commanded by 
(jcnjis liimfclf, aflillcJ by his four fons: the 
Mahometans were defeated, and the citv of 

Otror 
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Otrar taken. The bcfiegers made ufe of the 
batten !)g ram on this occafion : it would fecm 
chat thiswar-enginc was a kind of natural in- 
vention amongft all people, in the fame man- 
ner as the bow and arrows. 

From the countries beyond the Oxus the con- 
cueror advanced againd Bocara, a city famous 
throughout all Afia for its great commerce and 
manuiadures of fluff, but cfpecially for the 
fciences, which the Turkifh fultans had learnt 
of the Arabs, and which ilourifhed in Bocara 
and Samarcand : and, if we credit the Can Al- 
bugafi, to whom we are indebted for the hiflory 
of the Tartars, bocar fignifies learned^ in the 
Tartar-Mogul language; and it is from thb 
etymology, of which there does not at prefenf 
remain the leafl trace, that came the name of 
Bocara. The Tartar, after having ranfomed this 
city, reduced it to afhes, in like manner as 
Alexander did Perfepolis. The eaftern writers 
who have given us the hiftory of Geneis-Can, 
alledge, diat he did it to revenge the death of 
bis ambafladors, whom the futtan had caufed to 
be flain before the war. Whatever excufe there 
might be for Gengis» there could be none for 
Alexander. 

All the countries to the eaftward and fouth- 
ward of the Cafpian Sea, were now fubdued^ 
and fultan Mohammed, a fugitive from pro- 
vince to province, dragging after him his trea- 
iures and his misfortunes, died at lafJ, aban- 
doned by his own people. After this the con- 
queror penetrated as far as the river Indus, and 
while one of his armies was reducing Indoilan, 
another, under the command of one of his fons, 
fubje^ed to his yoke all the provinces which 
H 3 are 
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It iH certain, that the part of 'I'hUvrt whtm 
the great Lamarcigm, wuh incluficd v/icbin the 
bounds of his empire, and that he AjfiVrcd thac 
pontiff if} remain in the undimjrbed poflcflion 
of his own territories, at there u^crc a great 
number of worihippers o( that luiman idol in 
bis armies. Conquerors have in all times fparcd 
the chiefs of religions, both on account of the 
tribute ot flattery they arc fiirc to rcceivi; from 
them, and bccaufe the fubmiflion of the head (>( 
the church generally draws after it that of the 
people. 

In his return back from India, through Per* 
fia, and the ancient S^gdiana, he iioppeu at the 
cicyon oncat, to the north-ealtot the river Jax- 
artes, as the center of his vaft empire. Hither 
bii ions, who bad been victorious on ;ill fidci^, 
with bis generals, and all the tributary princes, 
brought bim the treafures of Afia, which he di« 
fiributed in larfrtde'j among hi^ folJicr^, who, 
till he jfbewed it them, were v/hol]/ uiu^:- 
quainted with this rpeci::^ of abun lance. Fro n 
hence came thofe gold and iilver ornaments 
which the Ruffiam are tvcry now and then 
/ituiing, and other monuments of luxury that 
were buried in the favage countries of Tartary ; 
the only remains of thofe numerous deprc* 
dations. 

During his flay here, Gcneis held a trium* 
phal plenary court in the plains of Toncac, 
which W31 as fplendid and magnificent as that 
which bad prepared the v/ay for fo many vic- 
tories had been fimple and warlike. Here 
mizht be fccn a mixture of Tarujian barbarity 
and Afiatic luxury; the Cans and their vartah., 
t^bo ba^i bcc/i com))anions of his conquefis, 
II 4 ap^icareJ 
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It is aflerted, that a great number of human 
vi<^m8 were facrificed upon his tomb, and that 
this has continued to be done in Tartar/ at 
the death of any of his fucceflbrs. This cu- 
ftoffl, worthy only of the moft favage beings 
the earth produces, was common with the an* 
cieot Scythian princes, and has of late been 
found to prevail among the negroes of Congo. 
It is pretended, that it was looked upon as a. 
jx>int of honour among the domeftics of the 
Cans of Tartary, to die with their lords, and 
that they even aifputed for the honour of being 
interred with them. If this enthufiafm was 
common among them, and that death appeared 
a matter of fuch fmall moment to thefe people, 
they were certainly formed to fubdue all other 
nations. The Tartars, whofe admiration of 
Gengis-Can redoubled when they no longer 
beheld him, imagined that he was not born 
in the fame manner as other men, but tha^ 
his • mother had conceived him by the power 
of fome heavenly influence ; as if the rapi?- 
dity of his conquefts was not of itfelf a pro- 
digy fufEcieruly great. If fuch men muft have 
a fupernatural being given to them for a pa- 
rent, we muft fuppofe it to be fome evil demon. 

The children of this great conqueror ftift^ 
added to the dominions their father had left 
them ; 0<Sbi, and foon after his fon Coblai* 
Can,, completed the conqueft of China: this 
is the Coblai whom Mark Paolo faw in the year 
1260, when, together with his father and uncle,. 
he penetrated into thofe countries, which were 
aot even known by name at that time, andt 
which he called Catai. Europe, where Mark 
Paolo rendered bimfelf fo famous for having 
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travelled into the dominio/i« conquered hy Ocn- 

Sitj-Can^ wati for a \ot)(r rim« ignorant both of 
lefc dominions and thfcir ronqu«roi». 

Poj)e Innccent IV, indeed, in 1246, fcnC 
fomc ytandilm friari info Tartary j but thcfe 
monki, wlio uiliiired th^? tiil« of anibailadoriH 
(iiw very little, v/cre treated with £;r«5at con* 
tempt, and ditl no kind of (brvice. 

Bo littl'; wa^ known of what pafTcd in that 
r/^nlUlcfii')!** |j;nt of' the woH'l| that ;m iinpu- 
flor, nam<d l^.ivid, uvmU: St, (.cwi?) hdirv<?| 
wb<:n h/* ww'» in Syria, that he wan Jirnt to him 
from fhr (#r<-rti CVn oi 'I'artary, who wa« 
tiiin'rd Chiiiti^'n i upon which hi. Lcrwi^ Tent 
the nu>nk RiihrufMiij tfiither, in 1258, to en- 
quire into this uifajr. Hy the relation itf Rti" 
triifrui? it appriM*:, tl«ir h<! wai introduced to 
the |>t,itidion oi Cirnci.i-C-an, who th«n rcij/iitd 
i'»(.'lj/iu: I ut v,h:U |j;'li{'» cotjM hfe pf/,ciircd 
fjof'i :i iJionk, v.ho v.:*** of.!y a i.f.:,r!lci auiMi;/ 
|/<'/,|,U- v;hof«r hmt'.iij;/: li«- >.»•: ii'iiorant of, ai'J 
v/lio h:*'l n<*i ;ui o|)(i//i'Mnii/ oi' iii'hily ililh/i- 
jM iil.i'ic' V. }..'.i l.'r <Ji i (1:4- f A' < o/<l»/.p'h', ali tJul 
li'- Lio»i;4,r l,:,i k w^ih iiiifi fioni inii vn-iir'T 

ft // ft'iil.*; ol v< J y \in\'' « onft/jt.« J,' '•, 

UU-t \.Ui''r»% of ( Jif iliMi'i'»iii //t-r*- h.Mtiif>/ »|.c 
Ht.f Joj. ol ; .'.t|.!«- , '' ii' f ' « , ^.yii,:^ i-.ti'i I .' ,;.*, 
lit h '.';'', /»h.l V/.I-. I.'w..; '«! ijy lljr I a/U:*. 
Alo.o/l i.jl <>UI lju:,.;j IP: .'lifliiMii ;vt U,': f.tO.C 
tiff.'-. 

^ ''iij'i-i ir .*'!e ii('' of »h'- ft'/)ii v/hi#.h iL<r 
r.i'*Mn foon.if iiJj i.u/t' u]'//:iyfi i>c<:/i in (yih* ;- 
h/.n of» aii'l whi' h )'^'f.l>)'a tlut wJih.ii 1:.': 
/^//jrr 0/ 4 l«in»dy had t/y tli« Koinan Uv/, viii. 
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that of chufing their own heirs, and dividing thefr 
poHeffions among their children, without any 
regard to the claim of elderfhip : he declared 
his third fon, Ocfaii, Great Can of Tartary, 
and his poflcrity reigned in the north of China 
till about the middle of the 14th centurv. The 
force of arms introduced the Tartars into this 
kingdom, and religious difputes drove them out 
again : the priefts of the Lama were for extermi- 
nating the Bonzes ; thefe latter found means to 
make the people revolt.. I'he -princes of the 
blood-royal of China took advantage of this ec- 
clefiaftical difcord, and in the end drove out 
their conquerors, enervated by eafe and plenty* 

Another fon of Gcngis-Can, named Touchi, 
had f©r his fliare the provinces of Turqueftan 
and JBailria, the kingdom of Aftracan, and the 
irountry of the Ufbec Tartars. The fon of 
this Touchi travelled as far as Poland, into 
Dalmatia, Hungary, and to the very gates of 
Conftantinople : this piince was called Watou- 
Can ; the princes of Crim-Tartarv defceni 
from him in a male-line, and the Ulbcc-Cans, 
who at this day inhabit the true Tartary, to 
the northward and eaftward of the Cafpian-Sca, 
derive their origin likewise from tlK' fame 
fource i they are matters of the northern Bac- 
tria, but they only lead a wandering life in that 
. fine country, and lay wafte all the parts they 
inhabit. 

Tuti, or Tuli, another fon of Gengi^, had 
the kingdom of Perfia, while his father was ytt 
living. The fon of this Tuti, named Houla- 
cou, paflTcd the Euphrates, which Gcngis-Can 
had never done ; he totally deftroyed the em- 
pire of the caliphs in Bagdat, and made U'mv- 
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iclf mofter of a part of Afit Minor, orNitoliav 
white the native mafters of that delightful part 
of the Conllantinopolitan empire, were driven 
from their capital by the Chriftian crufadcrs* 

A third fon, named Zagatai, had the oro* 
vinccv on the other fide of the Oxus, Can- 
dahor, the northern India, Cachcmir, and Thi« 
bet : and the fvveral defcendanta of thefe four 
monarchs prefervcd thcmfclvcs for fome time 
by the force of arms in the pofleflion of their 
nionarchict, which had been founded on ra- 
pine. 

If Charlemagne was blamcable for dividing 
hii dominions, v/rngii-Can waa doubtlefa conv* 
mcnd.tblc for what he did. '^fhe dominidna of 
Charlemagne lay contiguous to each other, had 
nrarty the fame laws, were under the fame re- 
ligion, and- might be |;overncd by one man* 
'I hofis of Gcngia, infinitely more extenftve, ft" 
paratcd b^ vaft dcfcrtn, and divided into diffe* 
tent religious fcctn, could not contimre for any 
kn^th of time in obedience to one ruler. 

In the mt;infinu', the vaff powcrof theTar- 
fj'.r McijMili. which w.Mft firfl founded in the year 
t'l'M)^ btynu {() f»row wr;»lc in all its parifi \ till 
'r.irnrilanr, in lifilc nu»rc than a century aftcr- 
w;ud':, rf(»l)lit))C'(i nn univrrfal monarchy in 
Afia^ v^liich .i^'um undrrwent a divifion. 

Let iiMjnw turn our eye* towards the Woft, 
an I kv. what imIIuI in huropc in the thiitccnth 
vcntuiy. 
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CHAP. XLIX. 

Of Chaelis of Aicjoup king of the tw9 
Sicilies; and of the Sicilian Vespers. 

WHILE the grand revolution brought 
about by the Tartars was taking its 
courfe, and the Tons and grand-fons of Gengis- 
Can were dividing die greateft part of the 
world amongft them ; while the cru(ades ftill 
continued to be carried on, and St. Lewis was 
Bnhappiljr making preparations for his laft fat^ 
one; the illuftrious arul imperial houfe of Sua- 
bia was exterminated in a manner unheard of 
till then ! the remains of its blood was flied 
upon a fcafibld. 

The emperor Frederick II. was at once the 
emperor of the popes, their vafial, and their 
enemy ; and did them homage for the kingdom 
of Naples and Sicily. His fon, the em- 
peror Conrad IV. took pofleifion of this '^^^ 
kingdom. I find it confidently aflerted by moft 
authors, that this Conrad was poifoned by his 
brother Manfreddo, or Mainfroi, Frederick's 
natural fon ', but I do not fee that any one of 
them have brought the leaft proof of this af- 
fcrtion. Manfred fcizcd upon this kingdom^ . 
which of right belonged to his nephew Con- 
radin, fon to the emperor Conrad, and grand- 
fon to Frederick I. The pope, as lord parsmount^ 
fecmcd to have a right to punifh Manfred ; but 
what right could he have to flrip an helplcis 
orphan of the dominions to which he was the 
fole and lawful heir? But the profpe£b of ad- 
vantage made every thing appeal \2c<n^\« T>ck!^ 
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pone« both buted nnd feared thi« family, and 
only waited to find a print e, who, in receiving 
the inveftiture of theie IcingdoniM, niij^ht be 
/able to conquer them. Chancff count of An« 
Jou, brother of St. Lewi«» oftered himretf t« 
the pot^e for this purpofci and the holy father 
foon concluded the matter with him« notwitb- 
ftanding be bad before promifed the invcAituro 
to othen. 

Thi« count of Anjou wa« already (n pof* 
fefilon of Provence in right of marriage ( and 
what ftill conftderably added to hU powcr^ wa« 
bin having fuMued the city of Murieillen ; be 
moreover enjoyed a dignityi whicli a man of 
abilitieif might have turned greatly to bin ad/- 
vantagCf wnich want hi» being the only fcnator 

. of Rome. Pope Urban IV. who ftood 

^ in fear of thii prince, even when he called 
bim in to bin aiTiftam'c, gave him the invcfli* 
ture only on condition that he fliould rciujuncc 
all daint to that dignity at the cud of three 
yearii, and pay an uiuuul tiihute of three tbou- 
iund ounccb of (^oM to the apoffolic chair, for 
the fcudul (Irpfhdunct? of the kinf-ulom of Na- 
plctt ( and if hr fhoiihl rvtr fuH'rt the payment 
to lun behind-hand nioie than two inunth«« 
llmt lie wan to hr rxioniinuitiiaicJ. Chailc* 
made not the \cixli hrrit^tioo to fiihfciihe (o 
thefc tnitn, (^t itulrnl ;iiiy othni which they 
brought hitn. 'I'hr pripc priittiitnj hint to levy 

y> thr truth priiiiy upon iilj the <hiirth*rt- 
vrnura in I'lwnir. lie i'vi out with (loie 
of money und troop*), (.mini liiniirjt to be 
crow^nrd »it Kotnr, und ^».ivc Munlied battle on 
the pluinn of liencventurn, wheicfoitunatcly lor 
him thut prince Icll m the combat. The wiUn 
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made the moft rigid ufe of bis conqueft, and 
appeared to be as fevere and cruel as his bro- 
ther St. Lewis was humane. 

^In the mean time youn^ Conradin, the true 
heir to the kingdom of Naples, was in Germany, 
while, during this interregnum his country was 
laid wafte ; and while they were ftripping him of 
the kingdom of Naples, his adherents encouraged 
him to come and defends his inheritance. He 
was at that time only fifteen years old ; but his 
courage far furpafled his age. He put himfeff 
at the head of an army, together with his kinf^ 
man the duke of Auftria, and came to fupport 
his rights. The people of Rome were for hinr, 
and the excommunicated Conradin was received 
in that city amidft the general acclamations of 
the inhabitants, at the very time that the ,g 
pope did not dare to approach his own 
capital. 

It may be aflerted with truth, that of all 
the wars of this country, that carried on by 
Conradin was the moft juft ; but it was like- 
wife the moft unfortunate ; for the pope fet up 
a crufade againft him as well as againft the 
Turk; and he, together with his relation 
Frederick, duke of Auftria, was defeated and 
taken prifoner in Apulia. Charles of Anjou, 
who ought to have doncjufticc to their valour, 
caufcd them to be condemned by the civil ma- 
giftrates. Their fcntence was, that they had 
merited death, for having taken up arms againft 
the church ; and thefe two princes were pub- 
licly executed at Naples by the common hang- 
man. Pope Clement IV. to whom they feemed 
to have fallen a facriiice, did not dare to ap- 
prove of this piece of barbarity, which was the 
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more execrable, as k was concealed undei* the 
forms of juftice. I cannot fufficiently exprefr 
my furpriie, that St. Lewis never reproached 
his brother with this bafe action, fmce he of all 
men whom the Egyptians had fpared under 
leTs favourable circumftances, ought more than 
any other to have coiidcmned this cruelty of 
Charles of Anjou. The conqueror, inftead of 
humouring the Neapolitans, irritated them by 
continual oppreffions ; fo that himfelf and his 
whole nation were held in the utmoft horror 
by them. 

It is the genera] opinion, that a Sicilian een* 
tleman, named John de Procida, difguifed in 
the habit of a Francifcan friar, plotted that fa- 
mous confpiracy, by which all the French were 
to be murdered at the fame hour on Eafter 
Sunday, on ringing the bell for vcfpers. It is 
certain that this John dc Piocida had prepared 
the minds of all the Sicilians for a revolt; that 
he went from Conftuntinoplc to Arragon ; and 
that the king of that country, Peter, fon-ia-law 
to Manfred, had joined with the Greek em- 
peror againft Charfts of Anjou: but it i:» hardly 
probable that they had completely formed the 
plot of the k)icili:.r* vcrpcii. If any futh plot 
had hen formed, .t ou^ht to have been put in 
cxecutioii chiefly in the kinq:dcin of N'aplct, ; 
and yet v/e cio li^t hear of a:)y or/s Iciiu!; mur- 
dered there. I\LI;;:'piiia/cI::tc^, that a l-rcnch- 
^„ n;an, named ijroguct, wz's committinc^ a 
^^ rapt u^ on a v/omaji i-i Palermo on Kalttr- 
clay, at the very lime the pco./K: were goinz'to vtf- 
ptri: thcciiesci the'.* r/mar: drew the populace to 
her aftftaiice, wiiO k:l!icit:ic Frenchman. This 
iirft impulfe of privac revenue aninu-ted the 

general 
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Jeneral hatred : the Sicilians, encouraged by 
ohn of Procida, and ftimulated by their own 
furjr, cried out with one voice, that they would 
deiiroy the enemies of their country ; and ac- 
cordingly every Frenchman that was found in- 
Palermo was put to death. The fame fury 
fpread itfelf through the whole ifland, and pro- 
duced a general mafiacre. It is faid that they 
ripped up women with child, and took tbd 
half-formed infants out of their wombs ; 
and that even the priefts themfelves mafiacred 
all their French penitents. It is moreover af- 
firmed, that onlv one gentleman of Provence^ 
named des Porcellets, eteaped the general daugh- 
ter : neverthelefs, it is certain that the governor 
of Md&nat with his whole garrifon, retired 
out of the ifland into the kingdom of Naples* 

The blood of Conradin was thus reveneed* 
but not upon thofe by whom it had been £ed« 
The Sicilian vefpers proved the iburce of new 
miferies to this people, whofe happy climate 
ieemed only to have rendered them more wicked 
and aiore miferable* 

It is now time to fee what new difafters were 
produced in this iame century by the abufe of 
cniiadesy and of religion in general. 

CHAP. L. 

Of the C&usAD£ againfi the Albioskses* 

TH E murtherous diiputes between the em* 
pire and the pontificate, the riches of the 
monafteries, and the abu£c which a number of 

bifbops 
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X**- bifhops had made of their temporal power, pfo- 
mifed fooner or later to irritate the minds of 
the people, and infpirc them with a fecrct de- 
fire of independence. Arnold of Brefcia had 
ventured, even in Rome, to ftir up the people 
to (hake off the yoke. They beean to reafon 
a good deal concerning religion m the twelfth 
century. Certain men rofe up, who would ac- 
knowledge no law but that of the goi'pel, and 
preached up tenets nearly the fame with thofe 
at prcfent profeffed by the proteftants. Thefe 
people were called Vaudoi», bccaufe there were 
a great number of them in the valleys of Pied- 
mont s Albigenfes, from the city of Albi ; and 
Bonshcmmifj (or good people) trom the regu* 
larity of life on which they piqued themftlves ; 
laftly, they were called Manichaeans, as general 
appellations at that time given to the heretics. 
Lvery one was furprifed, towards the latter end 
of the twclftii century, to find the province of 
Languedoc iillcd with thefe fe£laries. 

In the year 1198, pope Innocent III. de- 
putcfd two (Jiflercian monks to try thefe he- 
retics. ** We command, faid he, the prin« 
ces, counts, and all the lords of your pro- 
vince, to aifift them with all their power againft 
thefe heretics, by the authority which they 
have received for the punifhment of evil doers : 
fo that when brother Rainier (hall have pro- 
nounced fcntcnce of excommunication againit 
them, the lords do foithwith confifcutc all their 
gr)ods, banifli them from tiieir eiiates, and pa«> 
nifh them with the utnioft rij^our, if they dare 
to reiifh Now we have given power to brother 
Rainier to oblige the lord:^ to comply with tlitfc 
our ordcrt^ by excommunication, and by iii« 

tcrdict 
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ttfdiSt upon their eftates, &c." This was the 
£rft origin of the inquifidon. 

An a£bot of Citeaux was afterwards nomi- 
Jiated^ inconjundionwith feveral other monk?^ 
to go to Touloufe, and execute what ought to 
have been done by the bifliop of the place. 
This procedure provoked the count de Foix, 
and all the other princes of the country, who 
had been already brought over by the reformers, 
and were greatly irriuted againft the court of 
Rome. 

Tl|is fe£t was in great part compofed of 
burghers, reduced to indigence by the long fla- 
very from which they had been fcarce freed, and 
likewiie by the cruiades. The abbot of Citeaux 
made bis appearance amongft them wifii the 
equipage of a prince ; but he in vain afliimed 
jthe chara^er of an apoftle ; for the people 
cried out to him, ^' Either quity our pomp, or 
-your fermon." A Spaniard, bimop of Ofma, a 
very -worthy man, who was then at Touloufe, 
advifed the inquiiitors to lay adde their fump- 
tuous equipages, to walk on foot, to lead a life 
of abftinence, and imitate the behaviour of 
the Altngenfes, the fureft means of converting 
them. St* Dominic, who had accompanied 
this biibop, joined with him in fetting an ex- 
ample of this apoftolic life, and feemed at that 
time to wifh that no other arms might be emr 
jployed againft error. But Peter de Caftelneau, 
one of the inquifltors, was accufed of having 
made uie of arms which fuited his diara^sr, by 
'privately exciting fevend of the neigh- 
bouring lords againft the count of I'ou- ^ 
loofe^ and fomenting a civil war. This in- 

quilitor 
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qiilfitor was nuirdrrrvl \ and the fufpiclon fell 
u\wn the count of l^ouloufc. 

Po[h: IiHioccnt ill. did not hrntati* tn rclcafc 
the fubjii ^ oi the C'tintnf 1 ouloiiic from thrir 
oath of allcgi.uicc. ^iuch w^n ttic treatment 
civcn to the dcfcendanta nf that Raymond of 
Touloule, who Y/nb the fit It in icrving the 
ChrilHan caulc in the ctufhdei. 

The county virll apprit'ed of the fatal con- 
fequcnccs of a bull uncJcr certain circiimdiinccs, 
readily fubmittcd ro the (.itibf^id^ion required 
of him. One of the pope^s legateiy 
^ named Milo, comni.indcd him to r«- 
pait to him at \ alence, and theie deliver up 
icvcn focts which he held in Piovcnce, to 
cnlift in a crulade againft the Albii^cnfci, hif 
own fubiedts, and to make the Anundi /»#»#- 
ralfli. To cverv one of which articles the 
count payed obedience. 

There now appeared, on the one fide, the 
duke of Burgundy, the count of Neveri, Simon 
count of Montfort, with the bifliops of Scni, 
Autnn, and Nevers, at the head of their rcf- 
pe£tive troops, and the unfortunate count of 
i ouloufc, in the midit of them as their boC- 
tage : on the other fide, a frt of people ani- 
mated by the fpirit of fanatic ifm and religious 
convi£lion. The city of Bezicres attemptinp; 
to hold out againft thccruraderft,thc inhabitants, 
who, u(M>n its bcin^r taken, had fled for refugc 
to the churches, were alt put to the fword, and 
their city reduced to aflic^. The inhabitants 
^)f Cartafllmc, tcrrilicd at their fate, implored 
thn mciry of ilic crufadcrs : upon which they 
had their lives fparcd, and were permitted to 

quit 
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quit the city hilf naked, while their cmquerors 
took pofleffion of all their goods and dlates. 

The name of Macchab^, and Defender of 
the church, was given to count Simon of Mont* 
fort, who made himfelf mafter of a great part 
of the country, feizing into his hands the caftles 
of all the fufpefi^ed lords, laying fiege to thofe 
who refufed to furrender, and perfecuting all 
the heretics who dared to ftand up in their own 
defence. Ecclefiaftical hiflorians themfelves 
' tell us, that upon Simon of Montfort's giving 
orders to fet fire to a pile of faggots, intended 
for the execution of thefe unhappy wrexches, 
an hundred and forty of them chanting a 
pfalm^ ran and threw themfelves headlong mto 
the midft of the flames. By thus unpeopling 
Languedoc, they ruined the count of Touloufe, 
who defended himfelf only by negociations* 
He repaired to St. Giles to meet the le- 
gates and abbots, who were the leaders of ^ ^^^ 
this crufade, where he pleaded his caufe with 
tears before them ; but was told that thofe tears 
came only from fury and refentment j and the 
legate gave him his choice, either to yield to 
Simon of Montfort all the lands which this 
count had ufurped, or to be excommunicated. 
On this occafion, however, the count of Tou- 
loufe bad at leaft the courage to prefer excom- 
munication. After the fentence was pronounced, 
he fled for refuge to the court of his brother- 
in-law, Peter, king of Arragon, who under- 
took to defend him, having .Imofl as much 
reafon as the count to be difTatisiied with the 
chief of the crufaders. 

In the mean time the eagernefs of gaining 
indulgences and riches, increafed the number 
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of erufsnitrfi, Tb« bifhrjjM ttf I'arn, T/ifinix, 
an4 HayiwXy repsiircr] ro the fi^;^e of I/Avuttr, 
Af fhi* ficffrt thftr^T wftrc! m^rfn prifoittnt eighty 
kitif/ht^f with th«; lord of ihc I'lV/n, who w«w 
allkni^ntrrf U^lxs han;/fi*) ; but f h« gihlurf Ijcin/i; 
brok#:ii down* th#fy were <lc)lvrfM un lo fh« 
rnir^uJfrr^y who ttiTtiliu rr.A thrrn ;i)l itt trifUi \,\m^, 
Thry thrtw the fiftrr of fhr lonl of l/avaur 
into a wrl), rouml whi<h fhcy hiirnr 
• fhrfc hundrrd of fhr inhsibiunf*!, whr> 

rcM*'*l to fcnowiKc thnropiniorm. 

t'niwn l/c:wi<>, who wft^ affrrwan!>. kinj; 
l/fTwi^ VIII« ilid intlnrd joirt thcfe rriif^'itriif in 
ortlcr to fti»r<; in thf: ffKiiK ^ but Sitfion of 
Moiitfoii (f}t,n i'Of r'ul of a (^(iiDiaiilori wIm^ 
wouM havr h*TrM Uiti maftfir. 

It wa^ friT irif^rrft of th/r p^j/^-j to l>'-ftoir 
Ui^ (oiiqiirrr'l Iam'!** on Montfort ; uwi the 
d hrfiir wj'j fo wril ):ii<l, fhj.t ih^ kinf; of Af- 
f,«:'/in I oiiM wwf-t^ v/ifh i^ll l*r; ni'-'iiijfion, pro- 
tutt fhr IriiH fjivz/iir f'ir th'- /'/ijr#f of I o jjoulf. 

llr. \\irtrit,rt' (rnty-i Uf U'AV*' i'Ak«:U 'tyUllHii ot,l/ 
wh^-JJ 'Vi-iy t,t\tt't u,*-i)i*H\ i'All'-tl lii?fi. 

'I hn hatll'- V/hi' }| Itr foii£/Kl ;i;/:si;ift fl.'* t r*i • 
(AilTi m 'it Ut'l ir \i,Mif^ 'AiA III v/hi' fi i.t- •//;••; 
ki)lr#j, j;.i(i"| f'li *,ui' tA \i,' \u*M 'yi ' 
' trAttttlttt'Aty f:»;l h:i'| rvr )i;.;j;iM.''I. 
It lA rrl;i|r/| Uy a ir.nlf if imJ*- i,i v/rJJ'f, l|i;it 
.'itrnoii of MoijJforf » v//li only 'i.fit l.sri'Jf'l 
h'y|(* aii»l //;ir tii'iiiMi'l i',',\ ,iff:!' I"- I f ;.•■ :-:/f.y 
of fli*' J'liK'/if AfiJi,"oii ;i».d til'- r o'ij.t oj '\t,ii- 

iVIi|i'-f. 'I Uf y i..y th;if rhf kin?" of A!.'."oii 
}j.i f /,i'*i I, ..I, ,1 i,r:,'lfrij fhr;ijf,i|;/| fj"Ij»»».;' fi,»-., ; 
.III'] iii,i* 'li':'- ii'-y-r v/;i'. :i inoir ' oif,;!!*-*** '!« • 
t'Ai g »i-i ;i!lo tii4l *'iUioii oi Moj»l)oif, rhr 

\)»i\i'**t 
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Whop of Touloufe, and the bifhop of Cominge^ 
divided their army into three corps, in honour 
of the holy Trinity. \ 

But is it likely, that Co fmall an army aa \ 
eighteen hundred men, going to attack an \ 

enemy an hundred thoufand ftrong in the open 
field, fhould divide itfelf into three bodies I 
It was a miracle, fome writers perhaps will 
fay ; but military gentlemen, •who now-a-days 
read thefe ftrange ftories, will be very apt to 
treat them as nonfenflcal and abfurd. 

After this viSory, the pope held a general 
council at Rome, whither the count of Tou- 
loufe came to afk forgivenefs. I cannot dif- 
cover what foundation he had to flatter him- 
felf that they would reftore him his dominions. 
He was very happy to efcape with his liberty ; 
and the council was even fo generous as to 
allow him a penfion out of his eftates of four 
hundred marks of filver. 

When Innocent III. was dead, count « 

Raymond of Touloufe did not meet 
with milder treatment: he was befieged in his 
capital by Simon of Montfort ; but here this 
conqueror, who had acquired fuch glory by do- 
ing fo much mifchief, had an end put to his 
futxefles, and to his life ; being crufaed to 
pieces by the fall of a great ftone from the 
walls. 

He left a fon behind him on whom the pope 
conferred all his father's rights ; but he could 
not give him the fame credit. The crufade 
againft Languedoc now began to abate of its 
vigour. The fon of old Raymond, who had 
fucceeded his father, was excommunicated as 
he had been : upon which Lewis VIII. kinj of 

France^ 
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France^ ohtaintd fr^mi y^^inj? Montfort the 
cfflion frf sill ihc a>fititric« which he was rot 
;iblc to kcei) ^ bui death put a ftop to Lcwiy, 
in the midit of hio cotKiticAq ^ and this (tate 
tHd fi'M come ciitirM^ under the dominion of the 
kingt) of France till the rtipjn of Philip the Bold, 
The pope« divided the /p'iiU, and the young 
rr/untof 'I ^wlotiic war> obli{.',cd in I27.M to yield 
themftll the county of VcnaiAin, (ontainin;; five 
Iniall cities. 'I hm wafi the place of hi^ afylum, 
and a fief of the empire, uh wcic all the cerri« 
ioric4 (iltiuted on the other fule of the Kiionc* 
It h therefore to Fk! wifhedt that the claim of the 
holy {c*eon thii little ffate had been lef) odiouv, 
antifliat it had not been the price of blood. 
The f.*ood undcrftandin]; between the court of 
Fiaim: :ind pope (inyoiv IX. wredtd from the 
fitiriily of the counti of Touloufe thcfc frnall 
rrtu:iUi*> of :i patrimony which they h:ul been 
ill pofl llioii ol rver fin'e the tim»: of Char- 
Jeiiiaj'fir. 'J h'- niiftin(irillan(liij;^ Jjel-A-ttn the 
c iiip'-ror Frederic II. and ihi'> janie jH/pe re- 
ff'/ird it to ihrin aj'jiin. The efi,pr-if,r, ai lord 
p:ii:iino*iiit, :ififl inruit'-d in hi'i preto;'Uiivc, did 
il.i. ;kI i.i julltr. I'h;i.;» the bold, ki;.jr of 
I'lji/i'T, ii)K;ii f.ilciii;^ p''lli-iiioM afterward', oi the 
lai;;e « otmiy of Toido'id-, irfl<ii» d the Veiiaiffin 
to (he ) '>])e-, wlii< li b/ ilie hlx. rality ot the 
Iciii;') fA \iAuir iIm V li.ivr v.vt i iiun: (ontlnui-d 
ill (ofl' fiiori (d. 'l\if cily :iimI (rititory of 
Avi.'iion v/r*ti' not iiulii'lid in tlii-. donation, 
bill ji.'flt'l to fl.r Anjoij l)r;Mirli of ih" Ij'.iile of 
)'i..ri'«-, v/hi(h ili'ii f'i;'i!'il in N:ipic •», a.jd re- 
iii:iiii'-tl with tli! Ill tiil ill'' :iiiie f)i.i( (ii<: iinior- 
fiffMf 'ji.'-f-n I'l^iii of VV;:! Irr jitldtd to the 
\u,y . tlic I'Cijictual inliciiiarxc. 

During 
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During the reign of St. Lewis, the pope 
lent two Dominicans and a Francifcaq friar^ 
with the title of inquifitors, into the country of 
tiie Albij^nfes, which was at that time verjr 

Siet. The two Dominicans rendered them- 
ves'fo odionsdiere, that the inhabitants drove 
-diem out of the city. Rome itfdf was for a 
long time obliged to ftifpend the inquifition^ 
but. at length it was e(tabli(hed. Never theleft, 
this && ffill continued to fubfiffl, though weak^ 
few in number, and reduced to live in ob^ 
iburity* 

It was this ftSt that brought the fcourge of 
the inquifition upon Europe. Pope In* 
nbcent IV, eftablifhed it all over Italy, '^5' 
Naples excepted, as a new tribunal which wag 
fo fix the authority of the holy fee on a firm 
foundation. We fhall fee in the courfe of this 
work what cruelties this tribunal exercifes both 
in France and Spain* 

CHAP. U. 

The State of EUROPE in the thirteenth 
Century. 

WE have feew how Europe was exhaufted 
of its men and money by the crulades, 
without their having in the leaft contributed 
to civilize it. Germany was one entire anar- 
chy after the death of Frederic IL All the 
lords ftrove who {hould get moft of the public 
revenues annexed to the imperial ftate ; fo that 
when Robert of Hapfburg v^'as eleded em- 
Vol. II. I ^^^<« 
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pcror in 1273, tlicy only granted him foldicri» 
with which he cojjqucrcd Auftria from Otto- 
cjinsy who had taken it from the houfe of 
Bavaria. 

Duriijg the interregnum which preceded the 
cle£lion of this Rodolph, Denmark, Poland, 
and Hungary, entirely freed themfelves from 
the flight tribute they were wont to pay the 
emperors. 

Much about this time, likewife, feveral cities 
crcfted a municipal form of government, which 
ftill continues. They united together for their 
uiutual defence againft the encroachments of 
the great lords ^ and the hanfe towns, Lubec, 
CoIci^»ne, Hrunfwick, and Dantzick, being in 
proccfb of time joined by eip;hty others, formed 
n commercial reiiublic, which was diiliibuted 
into fc'vcral different ftates. The Auftrcqucs 
were now eftabliflied, which arc courts of ar- 
bitration in compacts between the lords, as 
Vft H ab between the towns ; and hold the places 
4 A JawJi and courts of juditc, \vhich were want- 
ing in (jerniany. 

it.I)' v.ai ioimed into a new plan of govern- 
iiv ;it Ik fore and under the reign of Rodolph< 
i I VI : ill (iiit-i having afluniLd their freedom, iC 
V'ii;. conf.niu-d to them for a fum of money. 
Ai ilil. liim: it appeared a?> if Italy might be 
lor t VLi f' p.ii.ii' «l Ironi the (jerman df)pujiion. 

Tlu- ( ■' rni;iii Inid*, in order to render them- 
fil.i.v ni( n: pov ( iliil, were all of them defirous 
nl li.uii!" ;i uc.il. < n j)t ror ; and the four princes 
afi'J ilnii ait'hl»illi'i;A, wlio had by litth* and little 
aiio-'.tic (I t'.flKiiifc lv< s rill* il^htof election, had 
joined with i\AiH' olIk r piinccb in chufing Ro- 
d->li^ii ol ila|ilLui^j lor emperor, only on ac- 
count 
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count of his not being poficiTed of any con^ 
ftderable territories. I'his Rodolph was a 
Swifs lord, who had rendered himfelf formi- 
dable by beinz one of thofc chiefs called by the 
Italians Conoottieri *• He had been champion 
-for the abbot of St. Gall, in a difpute waged 
between him and the bifhop of Bafil, about 
Ibme pipes of wine. He had alfo relieved the 
town of StraA)urg: but his fortune was fo 
little proportioned to his courage, that he was 
for fome time ftcward of the houihold to that 
very Ottocaris, king of Hohemia, who, when 
he was afterward^} prcflcd to do him homage^ 
as emperor, replied, ^^ That he owed him no* 
thing, for he had always payed him his wages.'* 
I'he princes of Gcrmanv did not at that time 
forefee that this very Rodolph would be the 
founder of a houfe which continued for a long 
time to be the moil flourifhing in Europe, and 
which has more than once been on the point 
of acquiring as great a power in the empire as 
that of CharleniHf^ne. Hiis power took a 
confiderable time in forming ; and at the end 
of the thirteenth and beginning of the four- 
teenth century in particular, the empire had 
little or no influence over Europe. 

France would have been happy under a fo^ 
vereign fuch as St. J^ewis wai, had it not been 
for that fatal fondncfs for crufadcs, which oc- 
cafioned all his misfrirtuncs, and at length coft 
him his life on the fands of Afric. Wv 



• Condottieri, llterilly conduAori^ tfiouxh gencrallyAp* 
plUd to carfieri, and thofc who keep mufci for hire. It WM 
ilw njifne formerly f;lwtn to foldicri td fortune^ tvhe rsiicd 
■imI awnmuuM msrct nary troopii 

I a mvi 
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may perceive, by the great number of vciTcIa 
i&tted out for there fatal cxpeditionsi that France 
might have eafily acquired a large maritime 
commerce. I'be ftatutes of St. Lewis relating 
|o trade > the nevir police eftablifhcd by him in 
the city of Paris ; his pragmatic fan£tion kjr 
ivhich tie confirmed the difcipline of the Gallie 
church ) his four grand bailiwicks for the try^^ 
ing of caufcs among hia vaflals, and which 

!;ave rife to the parliament of Paris i hit re^u* 
ations and exadtnefs with resard to the com» 
do all of them plainly ihew» that France mi^hc 
at that time have been made a very flourifbmg 
kingdom* 

As to England, it was as happy under Ed* 
ward I. as the manners of the times would allow* 
The country of Wales was annexed to it ^ and 
ft had conquered Scotland, who was obliged to 
receive a king from the hand of Edward. Indeed 
the Engltfti were no longer in pofTeffion of 
Normandy nor Anjou ; but they itill had the 
-whole province of"^ Guicnne. Edward L had 
but a flight and fhort war with France s but 
ihis is to be attributed to the almoft continual 
clifKculties he was involved in at home, either 
9t the time he was making the conqueft of 
•Scotland, or when he afterwards loft it. 

Wc ihall prcfcntly allot a more particular 
•nd extenfivc article to Spain, which we have 
left for a long time a prey to the Saracens. It 
now remains to lay a word or two of Rome. 

The popedom was in the fame flate in the 
thira*cnth century in which it had been for fo 
long time before. The popes, thougli not well 



feCUcd in Rome, and having but a tottering 
firthority in Italy} being at beft but mafters or 

a few 



in tlic thirteenth Centub^y. iff 

k few places in St. Peter's patrimony anJ of 
Umbria, ftill continued to give away crowns, 
and fit in judgment upon kings. 

In 1289, pope Nicholas folemnly determined 
at Rome the difputes between the king of Por- 
tugal and his clergy. We have fccn that in 
1283, pope Martin IV. depofed the king of 
Arragon, and gave his dominions to the king 
of France, who was not able to put the pope's 
bull in force. Boniface VIII. gave Sardinia 
and Corfica to another king of Arragon called 
James the Juft. 

In the year 1300, when the fucceffion to thir 
crown of Scotland was in difpute, pope Boni- 
face VIII. wrote thus to king Edward : ** You 
ought to know that it is our place to give a 
king to Scotland, which has always in full right 
belonged and ftill does belong the church of 
Rome i but if you pretend to have any right 
hereto, fend your lawyers to u5, and we will 
do you juftice ; for we referve this aflFair wholly 
to ourfelves." 

When about the end of the thirteenth cen- 
turv fome princes of Grermany depofed Adolph 
of Naflau, fucceflbr to the firf^ prince of the 
boufe of Auftria ; they pretended a bull from 
the pope for depofing Naflau, by which they 

give the pope that power which of right be- 
nged to themfelves. This fame Boniface 
hearing of the eledion of Albert, wrote thus to 
die electors : ** We command you to proclaim 
publicly that Albert, who calls himfelf king of 
the Romans, muft come and appeaF before us, 
to anfwer to the charge of high creafon, and of 
excommunication incurred." 

I 3 It 
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It is known, that Albert of Auftria, inftcad of 
appearing to thcfc rummons, cavcNaflau battle 
near Spires, where he defeated and killed him ; 
and that Boniface, after having loaded him with 
excommunications, lavifhcd his benedictions as 
profufely on him in 1303, when he ftood in 
ni*ed of his aflilbncc agninft Philip the Fair, 
Then we find him fupplying, by the plenitude 
of his power, all dcfcc^is or irregularities in A1-* 
bert's clo<5lion ; and conferring on him bv hii 
bull the kint;dom of France, which of ri^nt be- 
longed to the emperors. Thus can mtereft 
change fides, and without ceremony make ufe 
of every thing holy or profane that will anfwcr 
its e.'id. 

But other crowned heads tamely fubmitted 
to the papal yoke. Mary, qi ccn to Charles 
the iiamc, king of Naples, having laid claim to 
the kingdom of Hungary, carried her caufe be- 
fore the pope and his cardinals ; and the pope 
aJjudgod thekin!»dom to this princcfs by default. 
N'>thin<j; was wantini!; to this ftntcncc but a 
g<K)il army. 

Movvovcr, we ftiall foon fee that France did 
«ot ;>;»y tjuite fo much deference to Boniface* 
On the whulc, it is fufficiently well known that 
this pontiff' iniUtutcxl the jubilee ; and that he 
added a fccond crown to tne pontifical cap, to 
fi^'nirV the two powers with which he was in- 
vcifcd. John XXII. afterwards added a third: 
tut John had not two naked fwords carried 
IcfoKj him, as Boniface had when he went to 
diilribuic his itiJulgcncics. 

CHAP. 
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CHAP. LII. 

Of S P A I N in the twelfth and thirtwmh 
Centuries. 

WHEN the Moors had been driven' out 
of the kingdoms of Toledo and Valcn- 
lia, by the cid^ at the end of the eleventh cen- 
tury, Spain was divided into feveral govern- 
ments. The kingdom of Caftile contained the 
two Caftiles, Leon, Galicia, and Valentia. The 
kingdom of Arragon was then annexed to Na- 
Varre. Andalufia, a part of Murcia, and Gra- 
niada, ftill belonged to the Moors. Barcelona 
was governed by counts, who did homage to 
flie kings of Arraeon. One third of Portugal 
belonged to the Chriftians ; but this was only 
a coimty. The fon of a duke of Burgundy, 
defcendant of Hugh Capet, whom they called 
couht Henry, had made himfdf mafler of it 
at the beginning of the twelfth century. 

A crufade woiild have been more efictriijal 
fn driving the Moors out of Spain than out of 
Syria ; but it is very probable that the Chri- 
ftian princes of Spain were not very dcfirous 
of tliis foreign aid, chufing rather to tear their 
country to pieces among themfdves, and dif- 
pute it with the Moors, than fee it invaded and 
ftript by crufaders. 

Alphonfo, firnamed the Battle-giver, king of 
Arragon and Naples, took Sarragofla 
from the Moors, which city afterwards "^ 
became the capital of the kingdom of Arragon, 
and never again returned imder the dominion 
of the Moors. 

I 4 Co\34SX 
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Count Henry's fon, whom I (hall catt Ar» 

phonfo of Portugal, to diftingulfh him from the 

many other kings of that name, took Lifbony 

the beft port in Europe, from the MoosSy 

*7 together with all the reft of Portugal^ 
the two Algarvcs excepted. He gained feveral 
battles, and at length caufed himielf to be 
crowned king of Portugal. Pope Alexander 
IIL did not fail on this occafion to pretend that 

n6o ^^ ^^^ ^^ ^^^ S^^^ ^*"^ ^^^ crown, and 
^ demanded a tribute of two marks of gold 

from him; to which the king fubmitted, knowing 
that in the difputes bet^yeen fo many different 
fovereigns in Spain^ the pope's fuffrage might 
fometimes incline the ballance in favour of the 
party he efpoufed. 

A very few efforts would now have been fuf- 
ficient to have driven the Moors entirely out 
of this part of the continent : but as to tnis, it 
was neccffarythat the Spanifh Chriftians (hould 
be united anK)ng themfelves ; whereas they 
were almoft perpetually at war with one an- 
other. At one time the kingdoms of Caftilcand 
Arragon were in arms againft each other, and 
at another Navarre was engaged againft Arra- 
gon, and fometimes thefc three provinces were 
all of them at war together; add to this, that 
each kingdom was frcqucntlv difturbcd by in- 
tcftine broils of its own. There were three 
kings of Arragon, who fucccflively annexed a 
great part of Navarre to their dominions, while 
the Moors were in poffcflion of the reft. Al- 
phonfo the Battle-giver, who died in 1 134, was 
the laft of thcfc three kings. Wc may judge 
of the temper of thofc times, and the badncfs 
of the adminiftration, by this king*s will, who 

le/l 
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left his kingdoms to the knights templars and 
knights of Jerufalem. This was, in fad, be- 
queathing a civil war as his laft legacy. For- 
tunately, however, thefe knights were not in a 
condition to enforce this wiO. The ftates of 
Arragon, who ftill preferved their freedom, 
chofe for their king don Ramirez, brother to 
the deceafed monarch, though he had embraced 
a monaftic life for upwards of forty years, and 
bad lately been made a bilhop. lie was called 
the Prien-king ; and pope Innocent II. granted 
him a difpenfation to marry. 

In thefe commotions Navarre was rent 
from Arragon, and became a kingdom ^'34 
of itfelf ; it afterwards fell by marriage to the 
counts of Champagne, it next belonged to 
Philip the Fair and the houfe of France, and at 
laft came to the families of Foix and Albert, 
and is now fwallowed up in the Spanifli mo- 
narchy. 

During thefe divifions, the Mcors ..-^ 
ftrengthencd themfelves, and retook ^ 
Valencia. The frequent Incurfions they made 
gave rife to the order of Calatrava. The monks ' 
of Citteaux finding diemfelves powerful enough 
to defray the expenc^s of defending the city of 
Calatrava^ armed their convert brothers, toge- 
ther with feveral fiquires, and fought under the 
badge of the fcapulary. Soon after this the 
order itfelf was infiituted, which is now nei- 
ther religious nor military ; every perfon is al- 
lowed to marry once, and itconilftsin nothing 
more than enjoying feveral confidcrable com- 
manderies in opain. 

The quarrels among the Chriftians ftill fub- 
fifted, of which the Mahometans at diAx^rcnt 
I 5 v\twt^ 
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times made their advantage. In the year il()7, 
A king of Navarre, named don Sancho, being 
prrfccuted by thofc of Caililc and Arragont 
WAS obliged to go to Africa, and implore fuc* 
cours from the miramolin, or emperor of Mo* 
rocco ; but thin flep, ^hich was fo lilcely to 
produce n icvohifion, had no fuch efFe£t. 

Hcrrtoiorc, when almoft all Spain was united 
tinder king Rodriguez, a prince of great courage^ 
thoupji iotncwhat incontinent, it was fubdued 
in a Icis fnncc than two years i and now that it 
was divided among fo many different powers^ 
jealous of rach other, neither the African em- 
peror, nor the Moc'rifh king of Andaiufia, could 
make, anv conqurfis in it. The reafon was, 
that the Spaniards were become better foldicrs, 
the country ainioft full of (irong garrtfons, and 
all parties united in a time of general danger; 
add to thic, that the Moors were as imprudent 
in their condudt as the Chriftians. 
^ At Icn|;,th all the Chriftian nationi 

of .S|>am joined loj/cthcr, to make hciid 
af^ainft th'- African forces vvliivh vvtic prepar* 
inir to fall u|>on tlirni. 

Mirarnohn M;i hornet Km Jofeph havinf*; 
croirnl the fia with an army ni tuwt onr Iniridrrd 
tfjoufiitid fn'./i, ;i/ul b' in)"; joinrij hy rhr M(ir,r. 
of An(ialufi;i, aflnr'^l liirrjltlf of rn;'kfn|«; a lon- 
c|'i' II ofSpnin. Ih" punour of thi. ;'r{at ar- 
in'/it loiiliT*! ll;'* ;iM/';,'in'j of forrir I'lmrh 
Vu\")i"i ; \hr I'.li,;''; oi (,':ifhlr, Arrafron, and 
N;iv;iir(', unite! th''ir pov/' f* to wirhdand tli« 
ron inon d.inf'^r ; th'- kuir^lrifn r)f l*orfij;.'ul fur- 
liidi'-'i a I ody of (ror;pn; and th« ('* fwg 
pf'Mt airiii' ; niM to:M'fh(r in the tWiihr. 
oi (lie I^Iack Mguntuiji, oi bicrra Morcna, a^ 

It 
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it 18 called, on the borders of Andalufia, and 
the province of Toledo. The archbifhop of 
Toledo was by the fide of the king of Caftile, 
Alphonfo the Noble, and carried the crofs at 
the head of the troops. Miramolin had in one 
hand a fabre, and in the other the alcoran. The 
Chriftians gained the victory; and this day, the^ 
16th of July, ftill continues to becelebrated every 
year in Toledo : but this vi£lory was more glo-. 
nous than ufeful ; the Moors of Andafufia 
were ftrengthened by the remains of the Afri- 
can armj^r, while that of the Chriftians was pre- 
fentlv difperfed. ^ 

Aimoft all the knights who had been prcfene, 
at this battle returned to their rcfpeflive homes 
after it was over. In thofe days, though they . 
knew how to fight, they were ignorant of the. 
art of making war; and the Moors were ftiil 
lefi acquainted with it than the Chriftians, 
Neither Moprs nor Chriftians. kept an. army 
c'onftantly in the field. 

Spain, taken up with her own misforfunei 
for the fpace of five hundred years, did not 
begin to take part in the troubles of the reft of 
Europe, till the time of the crufades againft the 
Albigenfcs. We have fecn that Peter I. king 
of Arragon, was obliged to aflift his vafilils of 
Languedoc and the country of Foix, who were- 
opprefled on account of icliiiion ; and that he 
died fighting againft Simon of Montfort, who 
had carried away his fon, and conq.uered Lan- 
guedoc from him. His widow, Mary of Mont-' 
pellier, who had retired to Rome, pleaded 
her fon's caufe before Innocent III. befeeching 
him to ufe his authority to get him fet at li-* 
bcrty. TTierc have been feme fiiort periods of 
I 6 v:«N5^ 
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time in which the court of Rome gained great 
honour by her behaviour } thij was one of thcm*i 
Innocent ordered Simon of Montfort to re- 
ftore thif child to the people of Arra- 
* 3 gon, which order was immediately com- 
plied with. Had the pope's always made the 
fame ufe of their power, tl^ey would have be- 
come the Uw-givers of the world. 

This young kinfi;» whofc name was James» 

was the firft of the kings of Arragon to whom 

the ftates of that kingdom took the oath of 

g allegiance. It was him who took the 

3** ifland of Majorca from the Moors, and 
drove them out of the fine kingdom of Valen- 
tia, a country favoured by nature, who has en* 
dowed its inhabitants wtth a manly ftrength^ 
and furnifhed them with every thing that can 
delight the fenfes. I do not know how fo 
many hiftorians can aflcrt that the city of Va- 
kntia was not above a mile in circumference^ 
and at the fame time that upwards of fifty thou- 
iand Moors marched out of it. How could fo 
imall a town contain fo great a number of 
people f 

'^Jtliio fecmcd a peiiod marked out for tho 

|lory of Spain and the cxpulfion of the Moors* 

rerdinand III. kiiif; of Caidle and i^con, took 

X the famous city of Cordova from them, 

3 which was the rcfidcncc of their firfl 
kingf, and was a much (iiirr city than Valcn- 
ti:i. Here they had built their magnificent 
mofquef, and a nunibet of noble pnlncefl. 

'ri)is Ferdinand alfo (iilxlued the Moors of 
the province of Murcia ; thi» country, though 

-f Set Cliip. ixxiv. Vol. I. 
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of a finall extent, is extremely fertile, and th^ 
Moors ufed to get a great quantity of filk here^ 
ivbich they manufaSured into curious fluffs. 
In {hort, after a fiege of fixteen months, ^ 
he made himfelf nudler of Seville, the '^+* 
moft opulent city the Moors had in their pof- 
jeffion. Death at length put an end to 
his fuccefles. If divine honours are due '^5^ 
to thole who have been the deliverers of their 
country, Spain with as much reafon reverences 
the name of Ferdinand as France invokes^ 
her St* Lewis. He enaAed wholefome and 
wife laws, as well as the king of France, and 
like him eredled feveral new courts of judical 
ture. It is likewife faid, that he infti- » 

tuteithe royal council of Caftile, which ^^+ 
has (ubfifted ever fmce his time. 

He had for a minifter one Ximenes, 
archbifiiop of Toledo, a man who did ^ 
no fervice tm his country, and whom we mufl: 
not confound with that Ximenes, who was af- 
terwards regent of Caftile. 

The kingdoms of Caftile and Arragon were 
at that time very powerful ;. but we are not to 
imagine that their kings were abfolute : there 
was no abfolute monarch then in Europe, and 
the nobles of Spain kept their king in ftri<^er 
Umits than in any other kingdom whatfoevcr. 
The people of Arragon remember to this da^y 
the formulary ufed at the inauguration of their 
kings. The grand jufticiary of the kingdom 
addrelTed him in the name of the ftates in thefe 
words : Nos que valemos tanto como vosy os haze-- 
mos nue/fro reyyfenor ; con talque guar dels nueftroi 
fuerosy ft TJOy no. *' We, who are equal with 
yourfelf, do conftitute you oui: king, on covk^. 

dicion 
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didon that you maintain the lawf*"; otheiv 
ifife not." 

The grand jufticiary did not conilder this a$ 
s^ empty matter of form, but pretended to 
have a rieht to accufe the king before the ftates, 
and td fit as prefident at the trial. I do not 
however meet with any inftance of their having 
put this privilege in force f. 

Caftile poiTeflfed as extcnfive privileges, and 
the royal authority was as much limited there 
by the ftates, as in Arragon ; in fhort, we may 
eafily judge, that in countries where there 
were luch a number of lords, it was as diffi- 
cult for the kings to conquer their fubgeAs a» 
to drive out the Moors. 

Alphonfo, furnamed the Aftronomer, or the 
Wife, fon to St. Ferdinand, experienced the 
truth of this. It has been faid of him, that 
while he was ftudying the heavens, he loft the 
earth; this trivial thought would have fome juf- 
tice in it, had Alphonfo ncgledled bufinefs for 
ftudy, but that he never did : the fame fund of 
underftaiiding which had made him agreatphi- 
lofopher, made him likewifc an excellent king. 
He is accufcd by fcvcral authors of athcifm, for 
having faid on feme occafion, ** That if he had 
been ofGod'sprivy-council, he would have given 
him fome good advice relating to the motion of 
the pUnelb." But thcfe authors do not confider 

• I'uerot fignifies privileges, not laws, and c*mea from 
Forum, the place at Rome wheie thofc privileges were <!«• 
fb-nded. 

f It i. a little remarkable, that our author Hiould make 
fucii a reflexion in this place, and, in the very next page, 
tell us, that this very king was deprived of his crown by an 
sflembJy of the Aatei. 

that 
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that this piece of plearantry of this wife king 
fell upon the Ptolemaic fj^ftem, of whofe infuN 
fidencvand contradidions he could not but 
be fiilly fenfible. This prince rivalled the 
Arabians in the fciences ; and the univerfity of 
Salamanca, which had been eroded by his fa* 
ther, produced no one equal to him : his fables^ 
call^ after him the Alphonfine Fables, remain 
to this day monuments of glory to him, and of 
Ihame to thofe princes who make a merit of 
their ignorance ; but at the fame time it muft 
be owned that they were compiled by Arabians. 

The difficulties with which his reign wa» 
difturbed were certainly not the effects of that 
love for the fciences which rendered Alphonfo 
16 illuftrious, but the confequences of his fa- 
ther's extravagant expences; for as^ St. Lewi» 
drained France by his crufades, fo did St. Fer* 
dinand ruin Caftile for a time, even by the ac* 
quifitions he made, as they generally coft him 
more than they were worth. 

After the death of St. Ferdinand, his fon had 
the kingdoms of Navarre and Arragon to en- 
counter, who were grown jealous of hie power* 

Notwithftanding all thefe difficulties, which 
this philofophic prince had to ftrugglc with^- 
the princes of the empire caft their eyes on him 
as the mod proper perfon for their emperor, 
and actually made him an offer of the imperial 
diadem; and if Rodolph of Hapfburg was 
chofen in his room, I am of opinion that it 
may be wholly attributed to the great diftance 
which divided Caftile from Germany. Al- 
phonfo had at leaft given proofs that he merited 
the empire, by the manner in which he go- 
verned the kingdom of Caftile. His colleAion 

oC 
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oriawif called Laspartidas^j ftill continue in 
*-lhat OEiuntiy to form the principal bafu of thtif 
jurifprudence. 

m In hU old age h« favy his Ton San-^ 

3 cho III. rebel againft him ; butceruinlv 
the fon'ti crime U by no mean« the latiier § 
iliamc. 

l*hii Don Sancho W2» the only Ton of a fe* 
cond nuptials, and pretended, during hi« fa- 
tber'ji life-iimCf to be declared heir to the crown* 
in prejudice to the rights of the grai«d-children 
by the fiift marriage ; and a nureting of bit 
u^ion, under the title of the flates, went fo 
far M to make him an offer of the crown. 
I'his audacious attempt i* a frefti pro^if of what 
I have fo often faid, that there was no law in 
Europe at tliat time ; and that ;tInio(t cvtry thing 
was aecided according to the occurrences of the 
times, and tlus caprices of mankind. 

Alpbonfo the Wife was now reduced to the 
grievous neceffity of j'/iniii;^ wiih the Majors 
againit his fon and nhtiUutw* ChrKiian (ub- 
jetils* This W2^ not the I'lrii alliance whi'.h 
Chrittians had entcicd into wifli Mahomcrans 
s^/aUiU other ChriHianb ; but ii wat> certanJy 
the mo(t jufi, 

Alphonfo inviie'i the nilrafnolin of Morocco 
to Ilia afliHancc, v/ho ih«:rc:iip/incf.>ifcd th«r fr.i; 
and theAfiican and (JMUUnti rnonatch^ n*t( at 
^ara on the c on fi no of (irana !a. 'I nchchavuittr 
and fpetrch of the mirain'/iin on ihi:: «>< <.a(U>n <Jr* 
kivcit lo Ik: p<*i|i'-Mi;ac«l hy hifiyiy l/j all p«ift'-' 
fit/. When they met, \n. ;':i',(r {Uc j/l.i« '; ol 
honour to Alj/hon(o, v/i'h iw k: v/oi«lt. . '* 1 
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treat you thus becaufe you are unfortunate^ and i 
enter into alh'ance with you purely to revenge '■j i '^ 
the common caufe of all kin^s and all fathers.** { 
Alphonfo gave his fon battle, and overcame 
him ; a further proof how well he dc- g 
ferved to reign, but he died Toon after ^ 

his vidory. 

Tlie king of Morocco was obliged to return 
to his dominions ; and Don Sancho, the unn;t- 
tural fon of Alphonfo, and the ufurper of the 
throne of hh nephews, fucceeded to the crown^ 
and even reigned happy and undlfturbed. 

The dominion of Portugal at that time con« 
tained the two Algarves, from which the Moorf 
had been at len^ driven out. Algarves, m 
die Arabian language, fignifies the fruitful 
country ; and here let us not forget to obferve^ 
that Alphonfo the Wife had greadv af&fted the 
Portugueze in making thisconqueft; allwhich,^ 
in my opinion, proves beyond contradi^on^ 
diat ATphonfo had no rcafbn to repent of hav- 
ing cuttivated the fciences, as feme hi^rianf 
would feem to infinuate, who, in order to ac« 
quire the doubtful reputation of politicians^ 
iffcSt to difpute thofe arts which they ought tor 
honour; beudes, Alphonfo was fo far from ne- 
deling temporal matters, that he obtained* 
from pope Gregory X. the gift of certain tenthr 
out of tne revenues of the ctergy of Leon and 
Caftile, which he tranfmitted to his fucceflbrs. 

His family indeed was involved in fome 
troubles, but it ftill ftrcngthened itfelf againft 
the Moors ', and his erandfon Ferdinand IV* 
took Gibraltar from them, which was w^ot. 
not (o difficult a conqueft then as it ^ ^ 
i$ at prefent. 

Thi4 
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This Ferdinand IV. is by writers called the 
Summoned, becaufe, fay they, having one day 
in a fit of anger ordered two noblemen to be 
thrown from the top of a rock ; they, before 
they were jpufbed ofr, fummoned him to appear 
in the prefence of God within a month from 
that day, at the end of which time he died. It 
is to be wifhed that this flory was true, or at 
leaft believed to be fo, by thole who think they 
have a right to do every thing with impunity. 
This pripce was father to the famous Peter the 
Cruel, of whofe cxceflive feverity we (hall have 
occafion to take notice ; and who, though of 
the moil implacable difpofition, and the moft 
cruel in his puniihmcnts, died widiout being 
fummoned, like his father, to God's tribunal. 

Arragon, which, as we have already feen^ 
had fortified itfclf, gained an increafe Of power 
By the acquifition ot Sicily. 

The popes pretended to a power of difpoGng 
of the kingdom of Arragon, for two reafons ; 
the firfl was, that they confidercd it as a fief of 
the church of Rome, und the fucond, that 
Peter III. furnamed the Great, v/ho was accufed 
of the maflacre of the Sicilian vcfpcrs, had been 
excommunicated, not for having had a (hare in 
that maflacre, but for having taken Sicily,, 
which the pope would not beftow on him. His 
kingdom of Arragon therefore was, by the 
pope's decree, transferred to Charles of Valoiv, 

frandfon to St. Lewis ; but this bull could not 
e carried into execution. The houfc of Ar- 
ragon remained in a flouii(hing ftatc^ and fo^jn 
after the popes, who had endeavoured to de- 
ftroy it, contributed to enrich it (fill 
' "* more. Boniface. VIIL in order to dc- 

piivc 
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prive the Genoefe and Pifans of the pofleilion 
of Sardinia and Corfica^ which they were dif- 
puting with each other, beftowed thofe two 
iflands on James IV. king of Arragon, fur- 
ciamed the Juft. 

At that time the kingdoms of Caftilc and 
France were in ftrifl: union with each other, as 
being both enemies to the houfe of Arra^on -, fo 
that the French and Caftilians were ^lics in 
their kingdoms, in their nations, and in their 
private perfons. 

What pafled at that time in France, during 
the reien of Philip the Fair, and in the begin- 
ning of the fourteenth century, next demands 
tur attention* 

)J( 6W»*S ClW*9» C?!?^ 

CHAP. LIII. 

Of Philip the Fair, and of Pope B0NI-' 
FACE VIII. 

THE reign of Philip the Fair, who cama 
to the throne in 128?, proved a remark- 
able seta in France, by the admiflion of the 
third ftate into the general afTemblies of the 
Aation, by the inftitution of the fujpreme tribu- 
nals, called parliaments, by the firft erection of 
d new peerage in favour of the duke of Brit- 
tanv, by the abolition of duels in civil matters, 
ana by the law of appanages, by which the fuc- 
ceffion was limited wholly to the heirs-male« 
We fhall at prefent confine ourfelves to two 
Other objedsy namely, the quarrels of Philip 

tho 
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the Fair with pope Bonifice VIII. and the e»> 
tindion of the order of knights templars. 

We have already ken, that Boniface VIII. 
of the family of the Cajctani, refembled tiro* 
gory VIL was more learned in the canon-law, 
and not the leaft inferior in his zeal for fubjeA- 
ing all powers to the church, and the whole 
church to the hol)^ fee. Italy was more than 
ever divided by factions of the (juelphs and Gi- 
ftellines ; the latter were originally partizani of 
the emperors; and the empire being at that 
time little better than an empty name, the Gi« 
bellines made ufe of that name to ftrengthen 
and aggrandize themfelvcs. Boniface bad fof 
a fong time, while a private man, been of the 
GibelJine party ; but we readily fuppofe that 
he turned Guelphean when he came to th^ 
fiapal crown. It is reported of him, that as hie 
was offering the aflies on an A(h-Wednefday to 
an archbifliop of Genoa, that prelate threw 
fome of them at him, (zs is the cuftom) and) 
Inflead of faying ^^ Remember thou art a man,'* 
he faid, << Remember thou art a Gibelline.'* 
The family of the Colonnae, who are the chief 
barons of Rome, and pofiefs fcveral noble villas 
in the centre of St. Peter's patrimony, were ot 
the Gibelline faction, and their intereft witlv 
the popes was the fame as that of the German 
lords with the emperor, and of the French no* 
bility with the kmg of France. The lords 
oppofed their feudal power in almoft ever/ 
thing to the fovcreign power. 

1 lie other barons in the neighbourhood of 
Rome were in the fame fituation, and they 
united tbemfelves to the kinjgs of Sicily and th«- 
Gibeltines of* the Italian cities. We muft not 

be 
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be furprized therefore, if the popes at all times 
perfecuted them, and were perfccutedby them; 
almoft all thefe lords had at one and the fame 
diplomas as vicars of the holy fee, and vicars of 
the empire, which muft neceflarily prove the 
fource of civil wars, a fource which not even 
Ac refpeft due to religion could clofe up, and 
which the infolence of Boniface VIII. only 
fcrved to increafe. 

Thefe exceflcs were not to be fuppreffed, but 
bv the ftill more violent ones of Alexander VI. 
above a century afterwards. The pontificate, 
in the time pf Boniface VIII. was no longer iii 
Boileffion of all thofe territories which were held 
Dy Innocent III. and which reached from the 
pert of Oftia to the Adriatic Sea. It pretended 
indeed to the fupreme dominion, and poflefTed 
fome cities in its own right, but it was ilill in 
the rank of very middling powers. The great 
revenue of the popes confifted in what was fur- 
niihed them by the whole body of the church, 
in the tenths which they frequently colledled 
from the clergy, in difpenfations, and in taxes. 

In fuch afituation, it was certainly moft pru- 
dent for Boniface to keep fair with a power 
who was able to deprive him of a great part 
of thefe revenues, and ftrengthen the GibeU 
line faction againft him. Accordingly, at the 
beginning of his difputes with the king of 
France, he invited Charles of Valois, brother to 
Philip, over to Italy, who arrived there with 
fome few horfemen. The pope foon after- 
wards made him marry the grand-daughter of 
Baldwin IL emperor of Conftantinople, who 
had been difpoflefled of his dominions, and then 
fojemnly declared him emperor of the £aft ; fo 

that. 
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thtty in the fpacc of two years, he had dirpofcd 
of the empires of the Eaft and Weft, and of 
France; for we have already obferved, (in the 
forty-fecond chapter) that when this fame pope 
was reconciled to Albert of Auffa-ia/ in 13039 
he made him a gift of the kingdom of France* 
Of thefe three prcfcnts one only however was 
received, which was the empire of Germany* 
becaufc Albert was already in a^ual poileflion 
of it. 

^rhc pope, before his reconciliation with the 
emperor, had beflowcd another title on Charles 
of Valois, which was that of Vicar of the £m« 
pire, in Italy, and particularly in Tufcany. He 
thought, that :is he nominated the mafters, he 
mi^ht certainly appoint the vicars. Charles of 
Valois, in order to pleafe his benefactor, com- 
menced a violent perfecution againft the Gibcl- 
line fadtion in Florence ; and yet at the very 
time that Charles wa.*« doinp^ him this piece of 
fcrvice, Ijoni/ucc infultcd hi^. l)rothcr, the Icing 
of France, an^i drove him to the p^reatcfl cx- 
trcmitic:>. Noihin^i; mote clearly proven that 
paflion and aniniofity frequently get the better 
even of kU-'uiicrdi. 

Philip ilii: Fiiir, who wanted to fpcnd a j^reat 
deal of money, iind had hut very little, pre- 
tended that the clcTj'y, a*! beinp; the riclicft 
order in tlie /fate, ou^Jif to contribute to the 
want!, of the kin^MJoni, without the permiflion 
of Kouic. 'I 'he pope, on tiic other hand, wanted 
to have the money whif ii had been raifed by a 
tenth perniy f(;r the niiiWumT. of the Ifoly I^and« 
which wiiu no longer in a (ondilir>n to be re« 
licveci, and wa'. under the dominion of a de« 
kciidant of Gcn^'iii-Can ; this money king 

Philip 
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Philip had made ufe of for carrying on the near 
in Guienne In 1301 and 1302, againft Edward 
king of England. This was the iirft occafion 
of the quarrel between the pope and the king; 
and the infolence of a bimop of Pamiers put 
things into a ftill greater ferment. This man 
had caballed againft the king in his diocefe, 
which at that time was under die jurifdiftion of 
the crown j and the pope prefently after no- 
minated him his legate to the French court. 
This fubje£l being thus invefted with a dignity 
which, according to the court of Rome, made 
him equal with the king himfelf, comes to 
Paris, braves his fovereign, and threatens to 
lay his kingdom under an interdid. A layman^^ 
wno had behaved in this manner, would have! 
been punifhed with death ; but here the king 
was obliged to ufe the utmoft precaution even 
in fecuring the perfon of this infolent church- 
man, and at laft was forced to deliver him into 
the hands of his metropolitan, the archbiihop of 
Narbonne* 

Immedisitely upon this out comes a bull from 
the pope, in which it is declared, " That the 
vicar of Jefus Chrift is placed with full power over 
the kings and kingdoms of the earth." At the 
fatne time all the bifhops of France receive an 
order from his holinefs to repair to Rome. A 
nuncio, who was only archdeacon of Narbonne^ 
comes and prefents this bull and thefe orders 
to the king, at the fame time declaring to him, 
that he muft acknowledge, as well as all other 
princes, that he holds his crown of the pope* 
This infelence was anfwered with a moderation 
which appeared little conllftent with Philip's 
diaraSter ; he contented himfelf with ordering 

the 
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the pope's bull to be thrown into the fire, ind 
fent the nuncio back to hii own country ; at 
the (ame time prohibiting the bifliops from ftir- 
Anz out of the kingdom* Notwithftanding 
Which, there were at leaft forty of thcn>, with 
feveral of the. heads of religious orders, who 
went to Rome* 

The king was now obliged to call a general 
aiTembly of the ftates, only to decide this plain 
qucftion. Whether the bifliop of Rome 
3 3 ^as king of France or not ? 

Cardinal le Moine, a Frenchman by birth, 
who had now no other country but Rome, 
came to Paris to negociate matters, and, if he 
could not fucceed, to excommunicate the king- 
dom« This new legate had likewife orders to 
bring the king's confeflbr, a Dominican friar, 
with him to Rome, in order to give an account of 
his own conduA, as well as of the king's. Every 
thin;; that human art could invent to exalt the 
poi)e's authority was cxhaufted on this occa- 
fion ; the biAiops were all fubmiffive to him ; 
new rcli^i;ious orders immediately depending on 
the holy fee every where carried his ftandard ', 
a king who confcfll-d his mofl fccret thoughts, 
or at Icaft was fuppofcd to confch them to one 
of thofc monks -, and then, to complete the 
whole, this monk fummoned by the pope, his 
mafler, to come and give an account at Rome 
of the confciencc of his penitent. Not with- 
ifamling which, Philip did not yield, but fcizcd 
upon the tcmfK^raliticb of all the abfcnt prelates. 
The ftates appeal to a future general counci<, 
and a future pope : an expedient which be- 
trayed a confcious wcaknefs i for to appeal to 
the poj3e was acknowledging his authority, and 

what 
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what oecafion have mankind for either councit 
or pope to know that all governments are in- 
dependent, and that we owe obedience only to 
die laws of our country t 
• The pope then deprived all the ecclefiaftical 
bodiei of France of the right of elcAion, and 
the univerfities of their rijght of conferring de- 
grees, and even of teaching, as if he was re- 
voking a gift of his own granting* Thefe were 
ftill but teeble arms ; and he in vain emlca-* 
voured to ftrengthen them by the forces of the 
German empire, Albert of Auftria not being 
fufRciently ftrong to afford him any afliftance. 

The French king was now at full liberty to 
treat the pope as a prince with whom he was at 
open war. Accordingly he joined with the family 
ofCoIonna; and William de Nogaret goes into 
Italy under plaufibic pretences, where he private* 
iy raifes a few borfc, with which he joins Sciarra 
Colonna. They furprifed the pope at Agnani, a 
town in his own demefnes, and the place of his 
birth, crying out, *^ Let the pope die, and 
long live the French I " The pontiff however 
did not lofe his courage ; he drefled himfelf in 
his cope, put his tiara upon his head, and hold- 
ing the keys in one hand, and the crofs in the 
other, he prefented himfelf with an air of ma- 
jcfty before Colonna and Nogaret. It is very 
doubtful whether Colonna had not the brutality 
to ftrike him; however, the writers of that 
time fay, that he cried out to him, " Tyrant, 
renounce the pontificate, which thou difho- 
noureft, as thou haft obliged Celeftine to re- 
nounce it." Boniface rephed, with an air of 
intrepidity, ♦* I am pope, and I will die pope/* 
'I^hc French then plundered his palace, and 

Vol. lU K madt 
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made tbemrclvfr^ mnUcn nf hi* freufure* But 
After (hefc ouxn^i^en^ whUb hud more iht jip* 
yennucc of a robbcrry thain thejuii revenge r^ 
ft greAt king, the inh^bit^nu 1/ A^rnani* par^ 
er.mnx the incofifulcr^ible tiumbcr of the 
Fremht ami afliamedio Irave their countryman 
and their p</pe in the hand» of forcifrncr^^ they 
icM upttti ihctttt Ml') drovr, thrni oot of th« UfWtt, 
bohii'd^G then returned t/y Komn, meditating 

^ rtvchpe ^ hui died ainiofl immediate^' 
'3'^ uj>on U» JtrrivaK 

Philip the Fair purfucd hi^ cnemv even into 
t1)c ^rave^ try endeavourinif to get bi« mf;mory 
</;ndemncd in aiountiU and a/.Mialiy rn^^^/^d 
i 'ten»rn( V. who wa» Wn hi(» fubj^/.f^ ;ind who 
ttten h<;ld hi» frr at Avij^tion, to AcsUrr fhr. pro- 
<.e(» (oinmriicrd a;^>iii>ft the p^ypr, bi« prtdr- 
ccflor, c(\n'v'AUa Mni in form. Jh w;(» thrrc 
atcifrd oJ bavinj{ prrvailrd on |»^/p*: CtUrf- 
linn V. hit pr*jdci <rf[of , f'l r#fi;'fi fb«; p'/Oti* 
fi/:af«-, of b^ivinj", pM/Mjfr«l bi^ //'a'd f;b:<fion by 
iJIrj/Jtl to'tbo/I;) 1 iui'l^ i/i fhorf, of h^vfn;/ p»it 
CfiiTflifi': f/> d'-;»tli ttt |/rif'fii. 'I hi>. hiff 4h;ttyo 
V/!91 i/f'i'":'l \r,it 1'/'/ jiifhy foiin/!'/J ^ /,»;»: of U'u 
/iV/fi rl'/rr.'-fh' ts, f.;ifi.'-i| M'lfff'Io, ft;*d fUnf'.n 
isii.'-, //.'J. fl' ;, ^''-^/'^f'd |iijM:(ly Jl,;if h*: h.i/1 
fi,',M »Kj;i '/i.'r iii(»Jfr/J f|,c r'Jij'iofi f/r/fii 
w.'.' ». '^ ^.'. ••' ?;/' 'I hi>. ;.'/V/' r^ by f-»yiii:^# ** Mow 
Jf/J/.M'T l,;f: tl... f-.li ii'otj'; Unty t/: jfi'i^. Chfift 
i,'Mi ?^ ■;■.'' ;;.'i 'Of,'",.iMi»Jy, f>Mit h'- 'Jruird 
>*>C i;./*'-.!' of »/.'. Holy 'J nil. *y^ Jb*: Iir ;inu- 
fiofi, ;ir.'I 1 ii»jH''i'M^5»»»i.ifio;i, 'th'i'- 'I'jf'/fi- 
tj'.;i": :..". Ihll »o I,': .'«';» i.i f.S*- "/J" 'i/ji of j i- 
r.!*'!! ii.tj'ir.fU. A;i ;i' ' iif^itioo 1; i'/'t,*-f4il/ 
U:'if/-;.'t^"\ \r/ t\,*: liMir/rr ol V/iMirnr^., hit 
b';/c O.'-.y f';rvt'i f4tb';r tv V/';4kcn it i for i* it 
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stall likely, that a foveretgn pontlfFOiould have 
made Aich a declaration before thirteen wit- 
nettki at no one would chufe to do before a 
iinde perfon* Clement V. was pnident enough 
to ftifle by delavs an enquiry which would have 
proved very diuionourable to the church. 

Some time afterwards, all Europe and A{ki 
were aftoniftied b^ an event which had alfo its 
f#>urce in the vindictive fpirit of Philip the 
Fair. 

CHAP. LIV. 

Of the Puniflimcnt of the Knights Tem- 
FLARs, and the Suppreffion of that 0:der» 

AMONCj the many contradictions which 
enter into the government of this world, 
it is certainljr none of the Icaft, that there Ihould 
be fuch an mftitution as that of armed monies^ 
who make a vow of living at the fame time as 
anchorets and foldicrs. 

The knights templars were accufcd of uniting 
in their order, every bad quality of the two 
profeflions } namelv, the debauchery and cruelty 
of the foldier, ana that infatiablc tnrift of gain, 
which is imputed to thofc great orders, who 
have made a vow of poverty. 

While they and the knights hofpitallcrs of 
St. John were enjoying the fruitf* of their la- 
bours, the 1 eutonick order, wiiich, as well as 
theirs, was firil inftituted in the H^>ly f^and, 
made thcmfclvcs maders in the thirteenth ccn* 
tury, of Pruiliii, Livonia, Coutland, and Sa* 
K 2 \\\w^\<\i.» 
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fffK'gtttI* 'VUe/Vcuioukk knit/hl9 v/'.f A'f^u.i 
€ff mUtdiig fhr (lr.i|/y m^ well us \^>r itf^-Uhin 
to n ttdic of tttivrry ^ ol uAtWttiy^ M)m/i of ihfiir 

tihA of cxcK iftdg tv^ry (hoiking ti^l oi tA^ 
p\ni; uiul pliinder. JSiit (OiiqiierorA »rG |refi«^ 
rsiUv cxcmj;! from a ri^^jd cn(|uiry. 

Tho ietn\}ht9 had miMlc thctiifi-lvfA oV)c£(»nf 
rnv/t hy living Hmongft their rfniiirrymrr} with 
nil that (i^mip arxl fiihirnhfr which nrrihc Mttcri- 
/lantj) of grf^at wriilth^ ;ii)d in thofin licrfirioti^ 
plsMfan^ in which (oldier» renerMlly ttuMfffi 
ih^tnfrlveftf whc/i tmreflraineJ hy the rrMrri;i^/« 
curb, 

. Thr frvrrity of the inxf^ft^ flfi'l ths 

^'^^^ malndnifiiiHrfition of Philip ^rl hi^ 
roimcik in r^|/»rd to the roin« rsiifed » f^diti<t»ri 
in Pttriti, 'Vhr. ku'tyUt*; f^rnplarci WnO hjid th» 
kcirpinflr of the kinr/9 UmUny^ w«rff itrrtiM 44 
hiivin^, I'fn t<fn(€/nr'l in thr witlmy ^ jin'l v/© 
hjvr alr^iwly ftrn, ttirft I'nilip the f'nir w;«q irrv- 
pl«i'-»|ih: in hi^ ff^yrnyr, 

'the hrft who pKfrrrfd nf rfif>it»//n9 ;i(r;inifl 

y*t]%t\it (Iv f'l'rfMn, fin^l N'oflf''» dr H'^rMihr*, nn 
;i|/off^t^ f'nipUr^ Ui'h of thrin rff *h^f fMn-r iin* 
rlr^r ( orfrmrm^nt ffir < nntrti f hry h^l * ftmuui*ifl, 
'I'hvir wn drnMO^h'I to hr rwrrii./J h»forr fj|«i 
hiuy,^ iff whom th'y h-i/I ('iti,r iaUur^ nf ih*' m^- 
rT»'»ft nnit*fr^4i}t r to 'hfr'»'/rr^ ^nrf vvhi'hth**y 

V/fH<l/| f«V*/*l f/i no oM»T \,ftift1l, ff4/| th»M? 

rofin »K»t h'-ard of iUr kir.|/'«j iridi^rMtior* 'a^auJ^ 
the t^rrfplar^t tii^y <o'jl'l harrlly h^yr r;^j,«V»^4 
« to {/;4pn ;• par'on h/ *»/ ? uhr»ir f h^m, 'I hry hM 
at }i'Aiiit'f/ . ;tfM)f Ml conf#f|iirn^r of thr 'U^^tit- 
li /!» the/ f|iii/Jc before the kni^, he clifr^lcfl ;iU 

Che 
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the bailift, and other officers of juftice in the 
kingdom, to call in aid and affiftance ; and fenc 
them an order fealed, with prohibition, upon 
pain of death, to open it before the ^^ 
13th of Oflobcr. The day being come, 3^ 
each of them opened his order, and found it 
was to tmprifon all the knights templars ; ac- 
cordingly they were all arrelted, and the king 
immediately caufed all their eftates to be feized 
upon in his name, till they could be properly 
difpofed of. 

It appears very plain to me, that their ruiji 
was refolved upon long before this affair broke 
oat. Their accufation and imprifonment hap- 
pened in 1309 ; but letters have been found 
from Philip the Fair to the count of Flanders, 
dated from Melon in 1306, in which he re- 
qudts that prince to join with him in extirpat- 
ing the templars. 

It now remained to try this vaft multitude of 
criminds. Pope Clement V. who was Philip's 
creature, aitd refided at that time at Poitiers, 
joured with him, after having fettled fome dif- 
potes between them concerning the right which 
the chtirch had of judging religious orders, and 
the king's rfght of judging his fubjefts. The 
pope himfelf examined feventy-two knights, 
Mid the reft were profecuted by inquifitors and 
commiflaries appointed for that purpofe. Bulls 
were difpatched to all the potentates of Europ?, 
to excite them to imitate the example of France. 
The courts of Caftile, Arragon, Sicily, and 
England, complied with them, fo far as to ba- 
nrlh all of the order 5 but thefe unfortunate 
people were put to death no where but in 
K 3 France. 
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France. They were accufed, by two hundred 
anij one witncues, of denying Jefus Chrift at 
their admittance into the order, of fpitting on 
the crofs, and of worfhippine a golden head 
ereAed on a block, with four feet. The novice 
kiflcd the knight who had made his vow, and 
was received by him with a kifs at his mouth, 
his navel, and a certain part which fcems 
to be fcldom deflined for iuch a purpofe : he 
then fworc to give himfelf up in all things to 
the brotherhood. We learn froni the infor- 
mations relating to this affair preferved down to 
our time, that thefc fcveral articles were ac- 
knowledged by fcventy-two templars to the 
pope himfelf, and by one hundred and forty- 
one to brother William, a Francifcan friar and 
inquifitor at Paris, before witneflcs. It is fur- 
ther added, that the grand-mafler of the order 
hiniftlf, the grand-maftcr of Cyprus, the ma- 
ilers of France, Poitou, Vienne, and Norpiandy, 
made the fame confeiTion to three cardinals 
who were fcnt by the pope to examine them. 

Certain it is, tnat above one hundred knights 
were put to the moft cruel torture j that fifty 
more were burnt in one day near the abbey of 
St. Anthony of Paris ; and that the grand-ma- 
llcr, Joan de Molay, and Guy brother to the 
dauphin of Auvergnc, two of the principal 
lords in Euiope, the one by his dignity, and 
the other by hib birth, were alfo thrown alive 
into the flanu:, on the very fpot where now 
ttands the cqu'.'llrian flatuc of king Henry IV. 

The tortures with which (o many citizens, 
othcrwife ref; cflaMe, were put to death, the 
cloud of witneflcs which appeared againil chem, 

and 
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and' the numerous confeifions of the accufed 
thetnfelves, feem ftrong proofs of their crimet 
and the juftice of their punifbment. 

But) at the fame time,. how many things may 
be offered in their favour ; in the nrft place* of 
all the witnefies who depofed a^arnft thefe tem« 
plars, the greater part have only given in idle 
suid vague accufations. 

Secondly, Very few of the evidences fwear 
to their denying Chrift ; and indeed, what were 
they to gain by reviling a religion which was 
their fupport,.and for which they fought. 

Thirdly, Allowing that feveraJ of them, who 
had been witnefTes to, and even Iharers in tho 
debauches of the princes and clergy of thofe 
times, might have exprefled a contempt for the 
abufes of a religion which had been fo (hame- 
^lly difhonoured both in Aiia and Europe, and 
that in their freer moments they might have 
expreffed themfelves much after the fame man- 
ner as Boniface VIII. did when fpeaking of it ; 
yet, after all, this is but the folly of young people, 
and by no means chargeable upon the order. 

Fourthly, The golden head, which it was 
pretended they worfhtpped, and which they 
were faid to keep at Marfeilles, ought certainly 
to have been produced to them ; on the cqn* 
tfary, there was not the leaft fearch made after 
it, and we muft acknowledge that this part of 
the accufation overthrows itfelf. 

Fifthly, The infamous manner of their ad- 
mittance into the fociety, with which they are 
reproached, could never have been paffed into a 
law. It fhews a very indifferent knowledge 
of mankind, to fuppofe, that there can be any 
K 4 focietics 
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fodeties that fupport themfelves by the hzdncb 
of their morals, or who make a law of impu^ 
dcnce and obfcenicy. ICvcry fociety eadeavoui» 
to render stfelf tcfpc&Me to thofe who are de- 
firous of becoming members of it f not that I 
jn the leaft doubt, that feveral of the young; 
knights might have given themfelves up to 
thefc cxceflesi which have prevailed in all times 
aiiiongft youth ; but thefe are vices which it is 
always better fo be ignorant of than to puniflr. 

Sixthly, If there were a great many evidences 
aguinfl: the templars, there were likewife a great 
/lumber of witnefles of otlier countries in their 
ifavour. 

Seventhly, If the parties accufed, overcome 
by the fcverity of the, tortures they undcrwenc 
did confefs luch a multitude of crimes, their 
confcfllon perhaps will be found to rcflcft u 
ntuch infamy upon their judges as upon tliem» 
fulvcs, thcf'c having flattered them with hopes 
oi p:iul<jn, to cxioi t a confeflion from them. 

i'j^litiily, The hfty-nine who w?re burnt 
alive UA'ii (xod to wifnefs for their innocence* 
and i<:fiiii:d to iicceptoflife when it was offered 
t)ic!ii, on condiiion of acknowledging themfelves 
fcuiity. 

Ninthly, Seventy-four templars, who were 
not accufed, engaged to defend the caufe of the 
OJilcr, l)ut were not permitted to be heard. 

Tcntlily, When they read to the grand* 
maiier the confcffion which he had made before 
the three cardinals, and which had been taken 
down in writing, that old warrior, who could 
neitiier write nor read> cried out, 7*liat he wai 
beuayed i that they had written down a dif« 

fercnt 
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\ ftredf depotifion to that which he had given ; and 
that the cardinals who were concerned in this 
piece of treachery deferved to bo. puniihed as 

, ^he Turks puni/hod thofe guilty offorgery, by 
deaviliff them afunder from head to foot. 

la the eleventh and laft- place^ the grand- 
maStety and Guy, brother to the dauphin of Aq« 
vengne, were offered their lives, if they would 
make a public acknowledgment of the crimes 
laid ta their charge ; and they burnt them at 
iaft, only becaufe that when called upon on the 
fcafibld, in the prefence of the people, to ac- 
knowledge the juftice of the accufation agati^ 
the order, they folemnly fwore,, diat the order 
was innocent 6f what was alledged againft i^. 
This declaration incenfed the king, and drew 
upon them their punifhment ; and they died* 
cryTng out in vain for the vengeance of heavei^ 
to fall upon their perfecutors. 

In the mean time, in confequence of the 
pope's bull, and the great riches of the order, 
the templars were perfecuted over all Europe : 
only in Germany they found means to fecure 
their pcrfons againft the fury of their profe- 
cutors. In Arragon they fuftaincd fieges in fe- 
veral of their caftles ; at length the 
pope abolifhed the order by his own au- ^ 
thority, in a private confiAory held at Vienne^ 
and thofe might (hare the fpoils who were able. 
The- kings of Caftile and Arragon feized upon 
part of flieir pofleffions, and gave a part to the 
knights of Calatrava. The lands belonging to 
the order in France, Italy, England, and Ger- 
many, were given to the knights hofpitallers,. 
then called the Knights of Rhodes, on account 
Ks ot 
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of their having lately taken that ifland from ibe 
Turks, and which they afterwards defended 
with a courage that deferred to be rewarded ac 
leaft widi the fpoils of the templars. 

Denis, king of Portugal, snftituted in their 
room the order of the kmehts of Chrift, which 
was at firft intended to fight againft the Mbont 
but which coming afterwards to be a badge of 
honour, has now ceafed even to be an honour^ 
by being indiferiminately laviflied. 

Philip the Fair took two hundred thou&nd 
livres on his own account, and his fon, Lewis 
Hutin, fix^ thoufand more, out o( the eftates 
of the kni^ts templars. That faithful and 
cxaA hiftorian, Dupuis, fays, that the pope 
did not forget himfelf in this partition. 

We rnuft now confider another memorable 
event, which happened about the fame time, 
and does more honour to human naturey u it 
gave rife to an invincible republic. 
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CHAP. LV. 

Of SwissERLAND, and the Revolution in that 
Country at the beginning of the fourteenth 
Century. 

^VF all the countries in Europe^ Swiflerland 
V^ was diat which preferved moft the iunpli- 
citv and poverty of the earlier a^es. If Swif* 
fenlnd was not a free country, it would not 
deferve our attention, nor indeed a place in the 
hiftory of the world, but would lie undiftin* 
guiihed and confounded with the many more 
rich and fruitful provinces which have followed 
the &te of thofe kinsjdoms in which they are 
included. Thofe only engage attention who 
are fomething of themfelves. A gloomy cli«* 
mate, a rocky and barren foil, rude mountains, 
and frightful precipices, is all that nature has 
done for three parts of this country : and yet 
the fovereignty of thefe rocks was difputcd with 
as much fury and obftinacy, as the poiTeffion of 
the kingdom of Naples, or of Ada Minor, for 
which the lives of fo many thoufands were (a- 
crificed. . 

During the eighteen years of anarchy in 
which,Germany was without an emperor, there 
were warm dilputes between feveral lords of 
caftles and prelates, about who fhould have a 
fmall portion of SwifTerland. The fmall towns 
aimed at being free, in the fame manner as the 
cities of Italy, under the proteftion of the em- 
peror. 

When Rodolph was eledied emperor, feverd 

lords of caftles formally accufed the cantons of 

Ury, Schweitz, and Underwald, of having 

K 6 witk- 
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wilh4riiwn thumfelvci Umt\ t\wt kuAal fu^- 
Jc^tioii. UoiIol|>hy who Ii;i4 lurtntrdy fou^^lu 

(ho dti««nff. 

Albert ofAuftriAy hi« foii» upon bimcetAkm 
to th« ^miMfCt W4t»tcJ to nrc^t Bwiflrrl^iid into 
n erincit^iility for ono of hU ehildrrn. A Mrt 
or thin country wfi« hi9 own Acmcfntff n^ 1^- 
cern^ Ztiru^h, iind libri^ ^ tyrunuir%\ gfi^r* 
mm wens ftnt simongft tlicfe peot>l«, who fbufecl 
thrir powrr. 

The founder* of the {{cIvetlAn lit»ert]f w«re 
M^lctald, Hc«M<l'4(.hirr, Mnd Walth^frfttift. 'I*h« 
dirtitultv of pron^ninrtntf th«fo truly rtfjttiknhU 
nfirii(!i, h49 hrcn M uc^^ nin'lrnnee to their r4m4 
with po/t«rir)r. Thcfe thr<*c |»e«fttti« wr r«? the 
tit ft ^'onri*irfttor« ( find rjieh of thc^tn drc^ in thr^e 

* 3* 5 (y|,jj t,f tUUy^rii'/.^ l/ry, ttncl UnderwalJ* 

It U irUtrii by ;ijl (hr hiffotianii of |hi*ff? 
l!frt^69 fhut whil^ thn rfiiif|iji;ir/ wa« in Mpitu* 
hon, a jpovernoi n( i.Uy iMni (It'tilnff *lrvHr*| 
n Mioff ii'lj<,ijloii6 aimI (Irfrfluhlf: »/.{ of tvisnoy : 
li*- 1 Attittl^ tUty fay, his hut fO lirr rtx«*0 wp'in t 

yAr i;i fhc tf.atkri lildf, ;tn(| ull vvh'l paflr/j 

hy wttr. f orninuri(l''<)^ iipoti pain of d^ath, f'« 
p.iy th^if tci\trC\ti in If. Clii*: »if flic roofpirx- 
loiJ:, wl.ofr- furnc v/;i« Williani 'IVII, r^fofrff 
fo piiy fhn honour to th^ Uni ; t}|»oti whirb (tl« 
^/ivrii'il Oftlr-frrI hiMl fO })*• hal|;»^(], |»Ut |ffMnr- 

«^(| fiiiii hi!) |Mi<loii, on coiidilion that uu he 

* It fkt.U tft lfi(> t\tt^t tnt\ i'>titiAtmU,t9\tti,ui\0t lUtim 
*lti«f men tftl'i iha |«l<il, fufdjf tin •^UuUt tiumimt w«uM 
4ni<«UN* tu lw«lva I niti] Oii« wm^ fmUf fti«s <liU, Ogr in*' 
llMir 1# «lf«# »ii(/U|t«n it! lit* f 'ir«<ii<f|<#}f )r, wf*'' fJlH** iMf 
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wat reckoned an txeett^ift fmrkfiiiaiir he 
AaaUy wkh his 9rraWj ftrike an a(^ frotiv 
his Ton's head. The father tremUfng let My 
bis arrow, and bad the good fertuite to ftrike 
ioff the apple without hurting his fen^ Giiiler 
perceiving a fecond arrow under Trfr^ eoaC, 
enquired of h|m what he intended to do with 
it ; ^^ It was dcfigned for thee; replied the Swift 
in a rage, if I had klHed ntf fon.** It muft be 
confefled that this ftory of the apple wants a 
litde confirmation. It feems as if it Was thought 
nece flkiy to ornament the birth of the Helvetic 
liberty with a fabulous narrative. It is however 
agreed on all hands, that Tell, having {yeen laid 
In irons for this fpccch, killed the governor af- 
terwards with an arrow ; which was Ae figmrl 
for the bonfpirators to rife; who being joined 
hf the people, they demoliflied all the fMtrefc. 
' The emperor Albert of Auftria, intending to 
punifh theie people, who had made fo glorious 
a ftru^lt for liberty, was prevented from car- 
rying hrs defigns into execution by death. Leo- 
pold, duke of Auftria, the fame who violated 
the laws of hofpitality, in the perftn of Rrdiard 
Cffeur de Itm^ marched againft them with an 
army of 20,000 men ; and the people of Swif- 
ferl^d behaved on this occafion, like the La- 
cedemonians at the ftreights of Thermopylae. 
A fmall body of four or five hundred men 
waited for. the main part of the Auftrian 3*5 
army at die pafe of Morgate : but they were more 
fortunate than the Lacedemonians ; for they 
]put their enemies QD flight, by rolling great ftones 
down upon them. The other detachments of the 
army were besUea at the fame time by as fmail 
a number. ' 
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Thefe vijbriei being gained in the canton of 
Schweitx, the other two cantoni gave this namo 
to their confederacy! which now become more 
general, ftill reminds them, by the very name, 
of the vidory to which they are indebted for 
their liberty. 

The other cantons by defl;rees joined in the 
alliance. Berne, which if in Swiflerland the fame 
as Amfterdam is in the republic of Holland, 
did not join the league till 1352} and it was 
not till tne year 15 13, that the petty country of 
Apenzel joined the other cantons -, which conv- 
pleted the number thirteen. 

Never did any nation iic;ht longer and harder 
for their liberty than the Swifs : they have pur- 
chafed it by above fixty battles asainft tho 
Auftrians ; and it is probable they will prefcrve 
it for a long time. Every country that is not 
of a great extent, abounds not in wealth, and 
is governed by mild laws, ought to be free. 
l*hc change of government in Swiflerland 
fccms to have wrought a change in the face of 
the country. The rude foil, wfiich lay neglect- 
ed under cruel and tyrannical maflcrs, now ad- 
pears cultivated. '^I he crag^jy rockn are cover- 
ed with vines. And the wild heath, tilled by 
the hands of freedom, is become a fruitful plain* 

Kciuulity,the natural inheritance of mankind, 
ftill fubfifis as much a» poflible in Swiflerland. 
In fliort, thiii country might have dcicrvcd the 
name of Jiappy, had not rclii^ion afterwards divi- 
ded thofe citizens, whom the public: good at full 
united i and if while they fold their fervices to 
princes richer than thcmfclvc:;, they had taken 
care always to prefcrve that incorruptibility lor 
which their nation is diftingui/hcd. 

There 
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. There has been in all nations a time whea 
ihe minds of the people feem to have been car- 
ried away beyond their natural charaderr Sudi 
times have been lefi freq.uent in Swiflerland 
than el(ewhei:e. Simplicity^ frugality^ and mo- 
deration^ the prefervera of liberty, have always 
been the portion of thefe people. They have 
never maintained armies to defend their own 
frontiers, or to make encroachments on their 
neighbours. They have no citadels, which 
may be turned either againft the citizens or the 
enemy ; nor do they groan beneath the burden 
of taxes. They have neither the calls of luxu- 

?, nor the troops of a majler to provide for. 
heir mountains are their only ramparts ; and 
every member of the community is a foldier 
ready armed for the defence of the country. 

CHAP. LVI. 

Sequel of the Sute of the Empire,. Italy, 
and the Pontificate in the fourteenth 
century. 

WE are now entered upon the fourteenth 
century, and may have obferved, that for 
the fpace of nx hundred years, Rome, though 
weak and miferable, was always the principal 
obje6l of Europe. She governed by religion, 
even while plunged in meannefs, and rent in 
pieces by anarchy: and notwithftanding all 
her humiliations and troubles, the emperors 
were never able to eftablifli the throne of the 
Oefars iaRome^ nor could the pontiffs render 
6 thnxD£tV\^ 
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'IhtttiMrcB ftbfolute. Froni the tfme of iPre- 
derick 11. we find fottr eniperor» fucceiSvely 
irho fccm to have entirely forgmten Italy; 
utmely, Ccmrad IV. RodolDh I. Adolphas 6f 
N«<!ku, and Albert of Atmria. Accorditj^y 
Mt tfitt time all thechiev oT Italy recovered their 
natural righta, and fet up the ftandard of K- 
berty. Genoa and I^fa emulitec^ the example 
ef the Venetians ; Florence bceanic an ilfdflri- 
«(ia rcpifbiic ; and Bologna refufcd to acknow- 
ledge any longer cither cmpcrory or poj)rff. The 
muiticipal form of government prevailed every 
where, and more particularly in Rome. Cle- 
ment V. who was called the Gafcoon pop^, 
chofe rather to abandon Italy, and trnnsfrr the 
holy fee CO France, where lie might enjoy the 
fweetv of thofe liberal contriinitions furr^ilhcd 
at that time by ail the faithful, than to (]i({iiitc 
in vain the poffeiEou of a few towni and caffclc^ 
in the nci^';hl)Ouiii()f)d of Rome. Ac- 
•J' * cordingly ihi.s popi: fixed the court of 
Rome on the frontiers of Fmnec ; and thcfc 
times are ftill called by the people of Rome 
the times of the captivity of Habylon. This 
Rood pontiff made a circuit to Lyons, Vicnnc, 
and Avignon, carrying about with him pub* 
lickly the countcfs of Pcrir^ord, his miftrefi ; 
and colleftinj; ai much money as he could pf)f- 
fible raifcfrom the pious donations of the faith- 
ful f. 

Huw 



f Thii WAS tlic lioncfl pontiflTwIio introduced the cuflom 
^finnitcs. Certnin Znf^lfh t)i(hop4 having begged hie per- 
mlfAon to cnjny one year's revenue of the beneflcct that 
ffiovld full vMiint in fheir refpeAive dioe«(cf , Clement re- 
ttio old maximi Qfuritj (kj^iiu m kmt \ and in- 
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How^ comes it that the Italians i\d not, dti- 

ring this ecmjnn&Hffij wHHc both tlie empcrtaTs 

^nd fhd popes v^ere*^ at fu6h a difttoce from 

thetfi, ac^ asr the Gefmans had done, Tvho, urt- 

der the very eyes of their emperors, had from 

ceftCury to centurjr eftaHiIhed their indeperi- 

-demre, and raifed thcmfd^es to an equalify 

with the fuprfeme power ? There was no longer 

an emperor, nor a pope in Italy ; what was it 

tiien that foirged new chains for that delr^htftil 

country ? difcord and divifion. The Gmefph 

and Gibelin fiiflions t> which arofe from the 

quarrels between the pontificate and the em- 

-fire, ftiH fubfijfted like a latent flame, which 

Wis wccJving continual increafe from new dif- 

orders. Difcord reigned every where. Italy 

did not form a body; Germany always did. 

Itk ftort, the fifft enterpfifii^ emperor who 

fliouM think proper to repafs the Alp^y had It 

In his pon^i^er to renew the rights and claims of 
— ^^ - ^ 

ituA oi gnmtiMug 6Mir nqoetif ap|»ro|irUl9d to himftlf on* 
y««r*i revedae for ercry benefice thftC fhouid (Ul nK«nt hk 
#iatkin§riom within the fpace of two yeart. 

f The mo/t probable derivatioii of thefe terms it this, 
luring the {chtttii of the church in the twelfth centunr* 
while tiie emperor Conrad III. declared Ibr Initocent m 
and ttm ckM of dto antipopo Anadettit was ei^pooM by 
Guelpbc duke of Bavaria i the imperiaUilt in tbs fitkl^ froav 
refpea to the emperor*s grandfon Henry, who often com- 
manded' them in perfon> gave the word Gihiin, the name 
Of a town in Germany where this young prince was edu- J 
eatod, and of which he was remarkably fond. On tho- / 
«ther hand^ tbe Bavarians ofed the daka*s name Gmlpb ; f 
and the Italians, without knowing the meaning of theis 
barbarous terracT^opted them in the fignification of ene- 
mies and friends to the church : thus the imperial faftion- 
was caHed Gibelin,. and Che popUh party, acqnired th« 
4iame of Guelphes, 

the 



I 
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the Charlemasnei and others. This at lengtli 
happened under Henry VII. of the houre of 
Luxembourg, who, in 131 1, made a defcenC 
into Italv with an army of Germans, in order 
to get nimfelf acknowledged. The Guelph 
party looked upon this journey as a new irrup- 
tion of Barbarians ; but the Uibclins favoured 
him. In his way he reduced the cities of Lorn- 
bardy, which was a new conqueft: and, at 
length, marched to Rome to receive the impe- 
rial crown. 

Rome, who defired neither emperor nor popf, 
et was unable tofbakeoffthe vokeof eithcr,fliut 
ler gates againft him in vain. Nor could theUrfW 
ni, and the brother of Robert king of 
^ 3 Napl(;i9 hinder the emperor, aififted by 
the Colonnas, from entering the city fword in 
hand. They fought a long time in the ftreetlt 
and a biihop of Licse was killed by the empe^ 
ror's fide. Much blood was (hed on account of 
this ceremony of the coronation, which was 
at length performed by the cardinals inftead 
of the pope. We muft not forget that the 
cmperor'protefted before a notary, that the oath 
taken by him at his confccration was not an 
oath of allegiance. 

Henry, now mafter of Rome, appointed a 
governor of that city ; and ordered that nil the 
cities and princes of Italy fhould pay him an 
annual tribute. In this order he en jri i*d the 
kinL^dom of Naples, then fcpari* ■ c tioin that 
of Sicily, and fummoned its king to appear be- 
fore him. 

The Pope was lord-paramount of ihc king- 
dom of Naples ; and the emperor called hisn- 

fclf 
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felf lord-paramount of the pope. A ftrange 
Xind of right on both fides ! 

The emperor was going to make good ^ 

his pretentions to the kingdom of Na- ^i^^ 
pies by arms, when he died, as fome iay^ hj 
poifon given him bv a Dominican friar, in the 
coniecrat'.d wine of the facrament. 

At that time the emperors communicated in 
both fpecies, in quality of canons of the church 
of St. John Lateran. TiiCy had a right to of- 
ficiate as deacons at the pope's mafs, and then 
the kings of France were to z^ as fub-deaconsw 

We have no authentic proofs that Henry VIL 
was really poifoned in thii- facrilegious manner* 
Friar Bernard Politianus of Montepulciano was 
the perfon accufed of it; and thirty years 
afterwards the Dominican order obtained 
letters from John king of Bohemia, fon lo this 
Henry VII. in which he dtclares them inno- 
^nt. After all, it was veiy unfortunate that 
they ftood in need of fuch letters. . i 

As in the elections of popes, at that time^ 
there was very little order obferved $ fo were 
thofe of the emperors very irregular. Man^ 
kind had not yet found out prudent laws to 
prevent fchifms. 

Lewis of Bavaria, and Frederick the Hand- 
fome, duke of Auftria, were ele^d at the fame 
time in the midft of the moil fatal diforders : 
and the fword alone could decide a point which 
ought to have been determined by a reeular diet 
of electors.. At length a battle, in whidi 
the Auftrian w^ defeated and taken ^ 
prifoner, placed the crown on the bead of the 
pavarian. 

Tho 
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The rciguing pope nt that time was John 
XXIL who had been ele^k*d At Lyons in 1315. 
Lyojis looked upon itfclf thefi as a free city ; 
but its bifliop always wanted to be [its mafter, 
and the kings of France had not ytt been able 
to reduce the biihop to fubjedtion. Philip the 
Long, before he was well fettled upon the 
throne of France, called an aflembly of cardi- 
nals in this free city i and after having given 
them his oath that he would ufe no violence 
toward* them, he caufed them all to l)e flint 
up, and would not kt them at liberty till they 
had nominated John XXIL 

This pope is another ftrong example of what 
great things may be dorie, m the church, by 
merit alone; for he doubtlefs muft have had 
no fmall fhare of it, who from a cobler rofe to 
be the head of the chriftian world* 

He was one of tfaofe ponti ft who lurpafr c^ 
thers in haughti ncfs in proportian to the meanneft 
of their birth. It has been already obferved, that 
(he papal court (uUiAedonlyon the contributions 
of the faithful f, a fund more cotfAderable than 
«ren the lands of the counteb Matilda. When 
I fpeak of the merits of John XXIL I do not in^ 
include in the number that of dHintereftednefs ; 
/or this pontiff was more ri^>rous than any of 
his predeceflors hi exacting the dues of tho 
church, not only from the Kngliih who had 
been very remits in the payment of the St. 
Peter's peimy, but likewise from the Swedes, 
Ddtichf Norwegians, and the Pok-s, who r/wed 
tributes to the holy fee : and he made his de- 
mands fo frequently, and m fuch peremptory 

'\ Sec |>as« ioS» 

terms^ 
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tesoM, that he generally futoeeded in drawing 
money ffotn them* But be could hardly be 
called a pope who refided at Lyons, ana had. 
litlle or no intereft in Italy* 

While he held bif court at Ljoni, and that 
I^iewia of Bavaria was eflabUflung him&lf ia' 
Germany, Italy was loft to them both. The 
Vifcontis began to eftabliih themielves at Milan. 
The emperor Lewis, who could not humble 
them, pretended to frotcA them, and ^canted 
them the title of his lieutenants. Theie Vif- 
contss, who were of the Gibelline party, having 
fcized on^nut of the lands of the countel^ of* 
Matilda, which had been a perpetual fubje^ of 
dUcord, John XXIL caufed them ta be declared 
heretics by the inquifition. As he refided inFrance 
he could run no rifle in ifTuing one of thofe 
bulls by which the popes beftow and t^lce away 
empires. He depofed the emperor Lewis of 
Bavaria in his own imagination, depriving 
him, to uie his own words, ^ Of all his goods 
moveable and inrnioveable/' 

^Thc emperor thus depa(ed, marched 
with all expedition into Italy, where his ^ ' 
depo&r did not dare to face nim, and arrived at 
Rome, which was ftill only the temporary re- 
fidence of the emperors, accompanied by Caf- 
tracaai f, tyrant of Lucca, Machiavers hero. 



f Caftruccio CaftracAoi, the hiAory of whoT* Ufo U writ- 
ten by Machiavel, wm » native of Lucca, and a famout 
Gibetline commander : for hi« fervicet againil pope Jolia 
XXII. and Robeit kin; of Naplee, lie was inirefted with 
the; dolcedom of Lucca, hy die emperor I«ewit of BavarU, 
and diod in tUst disntty at ibe a|s of forty-if vcd< 

Ludo- 
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Ludovico Monaldefco, a native ofOrvietto^ 
who at the age of one hundred and fifteen, wrote 
the memoirs of his own time, iavs, that f>e per- 
2 fe£Uy well remembers tne entry of the 
'3^ emperor Lewis of Bavaria ; and tells us 
that the populace chaunced before him, ^* Blef- 
fed be God and the emperor, who have de- 
livered us from war, famine, and the pope.'* 
This paflage is no further defcrving of our no- 
tice, than as it comes from a man who wrote 
at the age of an hundred and fifteen 

Lewtis called a general afiembly ^ Rome, 
ftfembling theantient parliaments helny Char- 
lemagne, and his fons« 7'his aflembly or par- 
liament was held in the very piazza of St. Peter. 
at which a croud of German and Italian princes* 
deputies of cities, bifhops, abbots, and monks 
afSiled. The emperor was feated on a throne, 
raifcd above the ileps of the church, with the 
crown on his head, and the golden fceptrc in 
his iiand. Here he ordered the following pro- 
clamation to be made three times by an Au« 
^ruftine Friar: *' Is there any perfon who 
will defend the caufc of the pricft of Cahors, 
who calls himielf Pope John r*' No one appear* 
ing, Lewis pronounced fcntcncc, by which he 
deprived the pope of all his benefices, and dc- 

« livc.cd him over to the iecular arm to 
3 be burnt as an heretic. The condem- 
ning to death in this mannci a fovcrcign pon- 
tiff', was the utnioft extreme to which the quar- 
rels between the empire and the pontificate 
could be carried. 

Some few days aftcrwaids the emperor with 
the fame ceremony cieated a new pope, who 
was a Neapolitan coiddicr^ he inveltcd him 

with 
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'With -the "ring, put the cope upon him himfelf, 
and made him fit down by his fide under the 
canopy ; but he took care not to conform to 
the cimom of kiffino^ the pontifPs feet. 

Among all the religious orders, of each of 
which I fhall fpeak feparately, the Frandfcans 
or Corddiers at diat time made the greateft 
noife. Some amongft them pretended that re- 
ligious' perfe^on coniifted in wearing a (harp 
pointed cowl, and a verv clofe habit* To this 
reform of drels they added further the opinion 
of general property m eatine and drinking. The 
pope had condemned thele propofitions, and 
this occafioned a revolt on the nde pf the re- 
formers. At length the difpute between them 
growing warm, the inquifitors of Mar* ^ 

feilles caufed four of thefe unhappy ^^^^ 
monks to be burnt. 

• The Francifcan who had been nominated 
pope .by the emj>erQr, was one of their feft ; 
and this was fufficient for John XXII. to be 
declared an heretic. This pope feems deftined 
to be accufed of herefy : for not long after 
that, having faid in a fermon, that the faints 
would -not enjoy the beatific vifion till the final 
jadgment ; and that, in the mean time, they 
had an imperfect vifion : this afiair of the two 
vifions caufed a fchifm in the churches, and 
John at length thought proper to retradl his 
opinion. 

But all this mighty parade of Lewis of Ba- 
varia at Rome produced no other confequence 
than the efforts of the other German Csefars. 
Like them he was recalled by troubles in Ger- 
many, and Italy flipt througn his hands. 

Lewis 
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IjtvfiB wa« far from being a powerful ^incei 
Mid therefore after hit return to Ucrniany 
could not hinder his pope from being taken 
prifoncr by John's partv, and carried to Avsgnonf 
where he was connncu. In fliort^ fuch was the 
difference between an emperor and a pope in- 
thofc days, that I^wis ot Bavaria, though a 
prudent prince, died very poor in his own 
country i while the pope, who lived ata diftance 
from Rome, ami drew very little aflifiance 
^^ from Italy, left, when he died at Avig* 
3^ non, trcaiure to the amount of twenty- 
five millions of gold florins, if we will give credit 
to Villani, a cotcmporary writer : but Villani 
certainly exaggerates ^ and if we reduce this 
fum to one third, it will flill be verv great, 
and fuch as the papacy never was wortn to any 
other pcrfon; but never did any other pope 
fell fuch a number of benefices, nor at fohigh 
a price. 

(fc kept the rcvcrfion of all prebendaries^ 
€>f mo/f of the bifhoprics, and the revenues of 
all vMcsint bcDcficci; in h!^ own hands, liy this 
mraiKi he acmiircd a leading intercft in mod 
elriHons aiKl the difpofal of all Ix'nc'ficcs. 
JJcfidew fhih, he fcldom made one bifhop with- 
(Mjt rrmoving fcvcn or eight. One promotioa 
coD/tantly occafioncd /tvcral otberft, all which 
brought in money. 'I'hc taxes for difpcnfat ions 
i\t\(\ mortal fm'i were fii/i invented and carried 
into law in hii pontificate. 'I he liook of thefe 
taxc, of which there wf:rc feveral imprcflions 
in the fixtccnthrcntury^brouf^htthefcdcfpcrate 
ahufch to light, which were alway<> condemned 
by the church, iind which il&c found the greatcft 
(liiBcully to abolifli. 

i The 
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The popes his fucceflbrs continued at Avig- 
non till the year 1371. This city did not be- 
long to them, but to the counts of Provence ; 
bat the popes had infenfibly made themfclves 
ufufru£hiary mafters of it, while the counts of 
Provence were difputing with the Icings of Na- 
ples for the pofleilion of that kingdom* 

The unfortunate queen Joan, of whom we 
(hall fpeak in the cnluing chapter, thought her- 
felf happy, iu 1348, to cede the town of Avignon 
to pope CIcmtnt VI. for eighty thoufand flo- 
rins in grfd, which he never payed. The 
papal court, which rcfidcd there in full tran- 
quility, fpread riches and plenty throughout Pro- 
vence and Dauphiny, and forgot the ftormy 
manfions of Rome. 

I meet with few times fincc Charlemagne in 
which the Remans did not recall their ancient 
notions of grandeur anc^ liberty. Sometimes, 
as we have' fccn, they chofc a number of fe- 
nators, fometimes a finglc one only, or elfe a pa* 
trician, or a governor, or a council, and fome- 
times a tribune : and, now when they found 
that the pope had purchafed Avi;^noi^, they en- 
tertained thoughts of rcftorijig the anticut re- 
public. In this view thcv bellowed .the oiSce 
of tribune on a private citizen called Nicholas 
Ricnzi, and commonly Cola, a man who born 
a fanatic, was become anibitious, and confe- 
quently capable of great things, which he un- 
dertook, and amufcd the Roman people with the 
jiioft flattering hopes. It is of this perfon that 
Petrarch fpeaks in one of his fin- It odes or 
canz<mi, where he dcfcribes Rome with di- 
(hevelled hair and ftreaming eyes iniploiing the 
afliftance of Ricnzi. 
Vol. II. L Om 
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C9n rli occhi fU Mor bagftati i molU 
Ti chier* tnerci da tutti fette i colli, 

'She fupplicates thy -aid with ftreaming eyeay 
And all her iev'n hilts cccho with her cnes. 

This tribune aflumed the title oF the fevirt 
4tnd merciful deliverer of Rome^ the Jlitkler ffr 
the liberties of Italy ^ and tin lover of all mankind* 
He dcclarca all the inhabitants of Italy frcCf 
^nd denizens of Rome. But thcfe convulfive 
firugglcsof a long expiring liberty, proved as in* 
•efficacious as the prctcnfions of tnc emperors on 
Rome« This tribunate had flill a fhorter du^ 
ration than even the fenatc and confulate which 
had been fct up before in vain. Rienzi, who 
fct out like the Gracchi, met with the fame endy 
being a/Taflinatcd by the patrician faction. 

Rome ncccflarily fell to decay by being de- 
prived of the refidenrt of the papal court, by 
the troubles in Itiily, the barennefs of her owa 
territories, ahvl the removal of her mnnufaiflures 
to (icnoa, Pifa, Venice, and Florence. Her 
\)\)\y fiipport now depended on the numerous 
.fili;ri mages made to her holy places. 

I'hc irrand jubilee in particular, which was 
firft inflltuted by Honifiitc Vfll. at the begin- 
nni^ of every century, but afterwards changed 
by Clement Vl. to every fiftieth year, brought 
a prodii;ii)us concourfc of people to Romcj 
fiifomudi that, in the yr ar j J50, they reckoned 
above two bundled (biMiCand pilgrims in that 
city. Thus Rome, drfijtnte of both emperor 
and pope, (ontinurd the wcakcll and principal 
city of the Ciirillian world. 5 

CHAP. 
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CHAP. LVII. 
©f J O A N Qyccn of N a p l e s. 

WE have already obferved that the holy 
fee had made the purchafe of Avignoti) 
from Joan of Anjou and Provence, queen of 
•Naples. It is feldom found that princes difpofe 
tf their dominions, unlcfs they are under great 
tf fficulties. This misfortune and death of this 
^ueea make part of the events of thefe times, 
and cfpedally of the great fchifm in the Weftj 
Which we ftall foon nave occafion to treat of. 

The kingdoms of Naples and Sicily ftif! 
continued to be ruled by foreigners. Naples 
was governed by the houfe of France, and Sicily 
by thatof Arragon. Robert, who died in 1343, 
had made Naples a flouriflitng kingdom. His 
nephew, Lewis of Anjou, had been eieded 
king of Hungary. The houfe of France ex- 
tended its branches on all fides: but thefe 
branches were not united either to the common 
ftock, or with each other, and were all of thcni 
Unfortunate. Robert, king of Naples^ had be- 
fore his deceafe married his grand-daughter and 
heirefs, Joan, to Andrew^ brother to the king 
bf Hungary. This match, which feemed to 
rement the happinefs of that houfc^ proved the 
fource of all its misfortunes. Andrew pre- 
tended to reign in his own right ; and Joan, 
youHK as (he was, infifted that he fhould b« 
confidered only as the queen's hufband. A 
Francifcan friar, called brother Robert, by 
whofe advice Andrew was wholly govern- 
cd» lighted up the flames of hatred and dif- 
icofd l^tween this royal pair. Joan had her 
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court compofed of Neapolitans); while that 
of Andrew confiftcd wholly of Hungarians, 
who were looked upon m Barbarians by the 
natfvcs of the country. This proved a freih 
fubjcdt of animofity i and it was foon determined 
in a council of the queen's favourites, princi- 
pally compofed of Lewis prince of Tareiitumi 
of tne blood royal, who afterwards married the 
queen, fome other princes of the bJood, and 
the famous Catancfc*, fo remarkable for her 
attachment to Joan, to put Andrew to death. 
He was accordingly flrangled in the city of 
Averfa, in his wife's anti-chamber, and m a 
manner before her eyes ; after which his body 
was thrown out of the window into the ftrcet, 
where it remained without burial for three 
days. In a year after this, the queen was mar* 
rk'ii to the prince of Tarentum, who was pub- 
licly acculcd of the murder of her hu(band. 
How {hong a prcfumption of her own guilt f 
but tliofc who tiJicc upon them to juflify her, 
ailed;' c th;it flic was man ltd to four difl^crent 
iKtfb.iiuIs : and thut a queen who could fo often 
fii!)iiiit to the mairiiiue yc/ke, cannot with ju- 
flit'e be acciifcd cjf criiivji iliat aie coniniiited 
only throu;'li i<ce(b of love. iJut docs love 
i\u:t\ alone inlplre fueii horrid ac*"iions? Joan 
iijnicnted to the de.ith oi tier fiift hufbani 
tinouf.'Ji vv'-akncl.'. ; and it was Ovving to a 

* l'iit.i|>)>:i ol C'.it.ii.r:t, uiii'/tii'illy a lauiulrcfu, tnfmuytA 
li^ik'K into ill'' r.tv'our of Ji»;iiw*f Naplct, and became f<rr 
i.i.:.(i>J.iMic Auti umiAcWm. Slic i> faid to have limicntcd 
lliii (|ii'jciiS avcrdoii to licr liufband, Anrlrcw king oi llun- 
K;iiy, aiw) vvuti coDccined iit Wrangling him at Averfa, be- 
fore he ha'l attained tiie initctccnth year of hi; age. She 
\v.u Ai*crjvArtU corwi^cd of tluk horrible crime, and puc to 
ficail) by the invlt ^utuQuun$ toituict, 

more 
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more pardonable kind of weaknefs, and more 
common to her fex^ that (he had three hufbands 
afterwards: (he was incapable of managing 
the reins of government alone. 

Lewis of Hungary, brother to the mur- 
dered Andrew, wrote to Joan, that he would 
revenge the death of his brother on her and 
her accomplices, Accordingly he fet out for 
Naples, by the way of Venice and Rome. 
At Rome he accufcd Joan publicly before 
the tribune Cola Rienzi, who, during the 
exigence of his ridiculous and tranfitory 
power, beheld fevcral kings appealing to his 
tribunal, as they did in the time of the old re- 
public. Rienzi however declined giving his 
decifion, bv which alone he gave an example 
of his pruaence. 

In the mean time Lewis advanced towards 
Naples, carrying with him a black ftandard, on 
which was painted the king's murder. He ordered 
Cbvles of Durazzo, a prince of the blood, and 
tone of the accomplices in the murder; to 
be bebeaded,'-aiid purfued queen Joan, ^^^ 
who with her new confort fled before him into. 
her ti(rri'to/ies ■ of Provence. ' One very extra- 
ordinary circumftance in this, afeir is, that am- 
bition had no part in the revenge taken for 
Andrew's murder. Lewis might have made 
himfelf mafter of the kingdom of Naples, but 
he did not do it. Examples of this kind are 
rarely to be met with. He was a prince of the 
moft rigid virtue, on which account he was 
afterwards chofen king of Poland. We {hall 
fpeak more particularly of him when we come 
to treat of the kingdom of Hungary. 

L 3 Joan, 
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Joan, who before fhe had attained the age oi 
f wenty, had plunged hcrfclf in guilt, and fuf-* 
fcrcd the puniflimcnt due to a crime that drew 
M many mircric» upon her fubjc£U as upon her** 
felf, abandoned at once by the people of Na- 
ples and Provence, went to feck ix>dc Clement 
VI. in Avi{^.non, a city of which loe waa fo- 
vorcigri, and which (he fold to that pontifF, to* 
gcdtcr with its territories, for eighty thoufand 
n florin<( in f^oid, which fhe never received. 
'34 While the wa? ncgociating this affair^ 
ihc «ippc;ircfl before the confiiiorv, where /he 
picHdcfi her caufc in pcrfon, ana was by the 
{',(-n(ral v(Jcc declared innocent. Clement Vl» 
in (;idcr to vnfi^z^c the king of Hungary to 
quit Naples, OipuJatcd for Joan, thatflie ibould 
>;iy iiim thioc hund/cd thoufand ifloiins^ but 
>cwis rrrurn?d ior anfwer, that he was not 
ccme thithci to fell his brother's blood, but 19 
rcvciikge it ; which a^ he had partly effeded, hf 
fhnuld go away fatisficd. 7'hc fpirit of knijght« 
errantry^ fo prevalent in thofe times, hadnot 
produced a more ftriking inflance of fimmeA 
and generofity. 

''I^hc (]uecn» who had been driven from her 
kingdom b y herbrother-in-law, and reAored by 
the mediation of the pope, loft her fecona 
hufband, and for fome ycar<i fwayed the fceptra 
alone. She then married a prince of Arragoo, 
who died foon after their nuptial/t : at lengtht 
g when fhe was near forty-fix vears old, 
'^' (he cfiioufed a younger fon ot thchoufo 
of iirutifwick, whofc name was Otho. '^Fhis 
was rather chufinff a hufband for her pleafuie, 
than a prince capable of protedting her. Tho 
fiatural heir to her kingdom was Charles Du* 

razzoi 
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mazoj ber coufin, the only remaining defcen* 
iTant of the houfe of Anjou, in Naples. Tliefe 
princes took their name from the city of Da* 
fiozoy i^tch had been conquered by their fa*- 
mily from the Greeks, and afterwards, taken 
from them by the Venetians. This Durazza 
fhe had acknowledged as her heir ; and had. 
oven gone fo far as to adopt him. This adop- 
tion» an4 the ereat fchifm which happened in 
the Weft, battened the unfortunate end of this* 
princefs. 

The bloody confequences of this fchifm,^ (of 
which we (hall fpeak more fully hereafter,) be- 
gan already to break out. Brigano, who took 
the name of Urban VI. and the count of Ge- 
neva, who aiTumed the title of Clement VII. 
dtfputed the triple crown with the utmoft fury; 
and Europe was divided between them« Queem 
Joan fided with Clement, who then refidcd at 
Avignon : and Durazzo, who thought it too 
long to wait for the crown till the natural 
death of his adoptive mother, joined himfclf to* 
Brigano, or Urban VI. 



A his pope crowned Durazzo king of ^^ 
Naples, in Rome, on condition that he ^ 
ihould beftow the principality of Capua on his 
nephew Brigano ; he excommunicated and de- 
pofed queen Joan : and the more effedually to 
ifccure the principality of Capua in his family, 
he beflowed all the church benefices on the* 
chief Neapolitan families. 

His holinefs then began his march with Du-* 
razzo towards Naples. The church plate was 
employed in raifing an army 5 while the queen, 
who could not procure fuccours either from 
jppe Clem^ntf in whofe favour fbc l^ad declared, 
L 4 nor 
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nor (torn the piincc flic had chofcn for her 
hufbnnd, faw hcrfdf almoft dtftitutc of troops. 
In i\m fauatioti Hie invket^ to her a/fiftance » 
brother of Charles V. king of France, who 
was aJfo of th^r (nmUy of Anjoti, whom flie 
adopts in the room of ihe ungrateful Diirazzo. 

Lcwl«j,of Anjoii, whi< h was the niime of 
this new Jicir of the queen of Naples, arrived 
ti)0 late to defr;nd his bciiefridtrcfA, ot: difpute 
the kingdom fhc had conferred on him. 

This choice of the queen's alienated the 
niiiids of the people niorc than ever.: they 
were naturally avcrfc to the introdu£lion oC 
iicv/ forei;M,cr9. 'i'hc pope and Durazzo now 
drew mar : Oibo of JJnuifwick, in tJjis ex- 
tremity, haftily affembleK a few troops, is de- 
feated, and taken prKbner. 

Dura/xo now made his entry into Naples: 
fix galkys which the cfuccn had fent for from 
her county of Provence, and which came to an 
anclior under ihc[(Jq//el/o dd Ovo, proved an ufe- 
lef*» Aiccotir. All refiffancc wa^ now too late, 
ajid flight alone appeared pradticablc ; butcvea 
in this flic failed, a/id fell into the ufurper's 
handf'., who, to lmvc fomc colour to his bar- 
barity, declared hnnfelf the avenger of Andrew's 
muruer. Upon thia occnfion he confulted Lewi^, 
kln^ of Hungary, who fiill pcrfiifin'^ in his in- 
flexibility, (cut him word, that he muft by all 
mcauH make the queen fuffer the fame death 
as fhc h^id inflit^trd on her huiband Andrew* 

J. {.}\(rti which Dura/o ordered her to be 
^3 ^ (liflcJ between two ^matrefles J. Thus 

wc 

I 'Mr iinr',riijr>J«tn Mary .S»iJ.irf, rjMctn of S'^'Iand, >.»• 
been c;ficn cgiii|Mtf<l u* lUi^ {>iinccr»^ whom ic mo(k te 
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we every where fee one crime punilhed by 
another. « ;* 

Pofterity, always juft,' as beholding without 
prepo^i&on, has commiferated the fate of this 

Crinceft, as thinking . the murder . of her firft 
uiband to have proceeded rather from her 
weaknefs than the badnefs of her heart > feeing 
flie was' barely eighteen years of ase when (h(f 
gave her aiTent to diat cruel deed ; and that 
from that time (be was never accufed of de-* 
bauchery, cruelty, or injuftice. But her people 
deferve the mon to be piaed, who were the 
vidimi of all thefe troubles. Lewis, dulcc of 
Anjou, after exhaufting the treafures of his 
brother Charles V. of France, and impovcri(h- 
ing that kingdom by his vain attempts to re* 
▼en^e the death of queen Joan, and to recover 
the inheritance fbc had left him, died foon after 
in Apulia, without having gained either fucceia 
or glory, and deftitutc of friends and money. 

The kingdom of Naples, which under king 
Robert had begun to emerge from its ftatc of 
barbarifm, was plunged back again into it by 
all thefe misfortunes, which were ftill more 
augmented by the fchifm in the Weft, which 
was afterwards extinguiihed by the emperor 
Sigifmund. Let us now take a view of the 
foxjoi whichtheempire put on about ,this time* 



owned ftie nearly rcfemblcd. in chara^er, ciraimAance«» 
snd catailropbe. Joan wai celebrated by Petrarch an4 
•occactt 



CHAP. 



fla6 or iba EnviXiO* 



CHAR LVIJL 

Of th€ Emperor Charlii IV. md of tte 
Return of the Holy Sec from Ayiqhqu la 
RoMS. 

TH E empire of Gerauonr (for in the con* 
fiifion Mid troubles wnich diflingaifliedl 
the litter end of Lewie of Bavarie'tjicigny tbero 
WM no longer a Roman empire) at length af- 
fumed a more fettled form of goremment, un« 
der Charles IV. of Luxembiirc« king of Bobc« 
r miSt and grandfon to Henry VIL who 
35^ publiflied at Nuremberg the fiuaous 
eonftitution known by the name of the Goldea 
Bully from a golden fcal affixed to it, which 
in vulgar Latin was called Mk. This may 
iufficiently explain to us the reafon of the popes 
ti\i&9 being railed bulls. The ftilc of this 
chatter partakes ftrongly of the fpirit of the 
times. It begins by an apoftrophc to Satan, 
anger, pridr, and luxury* it fays, that it is 
ncrrfl'ary the number of thr. clcdtors ihould be 
fcvcn, in onlcr to oppofc the icvcn n.ortal 
iiiii. It fpcaks of the fall of the an(';els, of a 
heavenly paradifc, of Ponipcy, and of Cxfar i 
and aflcrtii, that the govcrnmciit of Germany 
is founded on the three theological virtues, as 
on the Trinity. 

Thijf famouA law of the empire was m:ide in 
the prefcmr, and with the u'llfent of all the 
ptinccs, bif)iop.9, abbots, and the dcpufirrs of 
the imperial ciiics, who then, for the firfi lime, 
afTifledat thcairemblienofthcfe'i*etUonic nationii. 
U'hcfc privileges of the townsy vvbich are the 

natural 
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nliaral cffeds of liberty, hmn firft to be re^ 
vjved io Italy, afterwards ia EngUndt then ia 
Francet and )aft of all they found admittance 
iato GciKBaiiy. 

' Every one knows, that the number of th^ 
deAors was fixed to feven. The arcbbiihopf 
of Mentz, Cologne, and Triers, who bad long 
been in pofleAon of the right of eleding em* 
peaorv, would not fuflfer other biihops, though • 
fqud in power to tbemfelves, to partake witli 
them in this honour. But how happened if 
thac the duicby of Bavaria was not ranked 
umong the eleoorates i ^nd why llhould B^i* 
bemia, which was originally a diftinA ftate 
from Germany, and which by the golden bull 
was excluded from deliberations of the empire, 
yet cofl^inue to have a right of fuffrage in ih^ 
eleAion ? The rezfon is evidently this, Cbarlei 
IV. was kingpf Bohemia^ and Lewis of Bai»- 
varia bad been his enemy. 

But the imperial dignity, which at thattimt : 
conferred no real power of itfelf, never receiv • 
cd more of that luftre which dazzles the eyes of. 
the people, than on this occafion. The three ^ 
toclefianical ele^rs, all three arch-chancel*- 
lors, appeared there with the ieals of the em^ 
pire : Mentz carried thofe of Germany, Cor 
logne tho(e of Italy, and Triers thofe of GauL . 
vnd yet the empire had nothing in Gaul, but 
the empty homage of the remains of the kingi- 
dom of Aries, Provence, and Dauphin^ whidi 
which were foon after fwallowed up in the vaft 
kingdom of France. Savoy^ which then be* 
lonced to the houfe of Maurienne, was a fief 
of Sie empire, and Franche-Comt^ was under 
ka protc&oib but independents 

L6 W« 
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Wc have already fccn what the empero/tf 
pofTfffions in Italy were ; in Germany his fo- 
vcreignty was confined to his hereditary domi- 
nions, and yet he fpcaks in his bull like a de- 
fporic king ; he docs every thing there ** Of 
his certain know]cd|;c, and by the fullncfs of 
his power ;** terms inconfiftent with the (Jcr- 
manic liberty, and which are no longer fuffered 
in the imperial diets, where the emperor ex- 
prcflcs himfelf thus ; " Wc have agreed with 
the flates, and the ftatcs with us/' 

I'o conceive fomc idea of the pomp an(> 
fnagnifuTncc with which this ceremony of the 
golden bull was acrompanicd, it will be fufli- 
cicnt to be informed that the dnkc of Luxem- 
burf^ and Brabant, the emperor's nephew, 
prclcntcd him whh his drink ; the duke of 
Saxony, as grand marfhal, appeared with a fil- 
Ver mcafurc filled with oats ; the elector of 
lirandcnbiir^^h held the water for the ^mpcrof 
iarid rniprtTs to v/?{h ; and the count F«il;)tinc' 
f larrd tlic gold difhcs on the table, in prcfcncc 
of all the irrcat officers f»f the empire. 

C'harlrs IV. appeared, on this occafion, the 
kiri" rjf V\n[r*\ : '/rrl Conftantin'-, the vainrf} of 
,i!I rhr Roman emperor*;, nr.'vri difplavcd amorc 
d;:7//linj'; cut fid • ot pomp and fphmdor. And 
Vt ('hr;rlf*;, with all flii'> affWfation of tho 
Porr.an fTr;»^'r< r, h;id rn^^ifcd himfelf by f>ath 
fn p-^f;?: ('!e:n( nr V I. l>"tf)i(; his cl(j«'.ti<>n, that 
whcri'..''r \ir w« nt to Rome to be crowned, h'J 
^ '.vfriM not lye a fmf'h- ni{;hl in thetity; 
'•^'^^ ZiA v/mT'I never a/ain refurn to Ital/ 
witho'it tis': holy f.\fh"i\ permiffion. And 
fhere i'; yrt to he feen a h-tf-r written by him 
If) cui'iij.al Cok>rnbivru'i, dean of the ficrcd 

tc/IJi£'-> 
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tMegtf dated in the year 1355, lA whicb he 
calb that dean «' Your Mj^efty/' 

He alio left the hovfe of Vifconti in the quiet 
oofleffion of Milan and Lombardy, which they 
bad ufurped from him, and the Venetians in 
that of radua, whicb had forpierly been the 
miftreis of Venice, but waa now become fubjed 
to her ; as likewife Vicenza and Verona, 

The eledors, whole rights Hlui been iet-> 
tied by the golden bull of Charles IV. foon 
put them in force againft his own fon, the 
emperor Wenceflaus, king of Bohemia, 

France and Germany were affli£bed both at 
the fame time, with a moft extraordinary 
Icourge* The emperor and the French king 
loft the ufc of. their reaibn almoft at the iame 
time. On the one hand, Charles VI. by the 
diforder of his organs, occafioned that of bia 
kingdom; and the emperor Wtnccilaus fo ftu* 
pified himfelf in gluttony and debauch, that he 
left the empire in a ftatc of anarchy* Charles 
VI. continued on the throne while his relatione 
ruined France under his name. liut in Bohe« 
mia^ the barons confined Wenceflaus, 
who one day made his cfcape quite na- ^"S 
kcd out of prifofi; and the c]c<f^rs of Ger* 
many, by a public fentcnce, juridically ^^^ 
depofed him. The fentencc fays only ^^ 
that he is depofed, for being ^^ negligent, idle, 
** extravagant, and unworthy of reigning." 

It is faid that when he received notice of his 
depofltion, he wrote to the i.upcrial cities of 
Germany, that he required no other marks of 
their fidelity than that they would iend bim 
ibme butts of their bcft winc» 

Tbf 
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The deplotible fituation of Germaay ftemeA 
to leave en open field for the popes to ftir iit 
Italy} bttt the repuUict and principalities which 
were raifed during the late commotions had 
bad time to fettle themfeives. From the timo 
of Clement V. Rome had been a ftranger to 
popes, at length Gregorv XI. who was Iwrn in 
the Limouiin, and dia not underftaiid one 
word of Italian, removed the papal (ee to 
Rome* 

1 1^6 '^'^ ^^ ^^ ^^^^ difputes with the 
^' republic of FloreiKre, which was then 
eftablifliififf its power in Italy, and had entered 
into an alliance with Bologna. Gregory f who 
was by the antient donation of Matilda, the 
immediate lord of this laft city, did not con- 
fine his revenge to ecclefiaftical cenfuret, but 
drained his treafurv to pay the (Undultieri^ who 
at that time furnished troops to any one who 
would purchafe them. l*he Horcntincs were 
for accommodating matters, and gaining tho 
pope over to their inteieft. In this view they 
thonght it would be of advanta^^e to them iot 
the jyope to rcfidc at Rome : they were tmrrc- 
fore, if pofHbIc, to pcrfuadc Circgory to quit 
Avignon. 

It is almoft inconceivable that in times when 
mcii's undcrftaiidings were fo enlightened in re- 
gard to their true intercits, they (hould have 
ma«ic ufe of means to gain their purpofe that 
would appear fo hi;>hly ridiculouH in the prcfent 
age. They employed St. Catherine oi Sienna 
m this negotiation ; a uonian who not only 
pretended to revelations, but even pretended to 
have been folemnly efpoufcd to Jefus Chrifi, 
and to ha^ received a ring and a Jianiojid from 

him 



him at their nuptials. Peter of Capua, who war 
herconfellbr, andlias.Wrtttealierlife, pretends 
to have been eye-witnefs to moft of thefe mi- 
ncles. ^ I was witneA, fiiys he, to her b^ing 
transformed one day into the figure of a maa 
with a Iktk beard upon hb chin } and this fi« 
gate into- which (he was fudd^nly changed^ 
was exactly that of Jefus Chrift." Such was iht 
ambafladreft whom the Florentines lent to the 
pope : and they had likewife recourfe to the rt^rti 
lations of St. ortdget -f, who was born in Swe-» 
den, but had fettled in Rome, and to-whom ari 
ansei dilated feveral letters which Sttt was t6 
write to the pope. All ^m popes have not beeA 
men of genius : and Gregory, whether he wa^ 
a ftmple man, and that they worked upon hini 
by fprings proportioned to his intelleds ; ot 
whether he aftcd from a principle of policy, or 
through wf aknefe, he complied with their de^ 
fires I and the papal refidence was transferred 
from Avignon to Rome, after an abfence of 
feventy-two years ; but it was only to plunge 
Europe into new diforders. 



f This Wit no \tk than the prinoefi of Nericii^ tkdt 
only a faint hcrfelf but the mother of fevcn children, aH 
of whom were deemed beatified. She founded the ireligl- 
out order calted Saint Satvator, or Saviour, the rules (iff 
wMch, comprehended in thhty-ene chapters, were, if wii 
auiy believe Matthew de Soecia, canon of Linoopinf, dich 
Uted by the mouth of Jefus Chrift to his devout f|)Oufe S|. 
Bridget. She alfo wrote a book of revelations, which had 
like to have been oondemned by the council of BafiU 
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CHAP. LIX. 

Of the Great Schism of the West, 

THE patrimony of St. Peter in Tufcany^ 
the Campagna di Roma» the country of 
Viterbo and Orvictto, Subino, the dutchy of 
Spoletto, Bencvcnto, and a fmali part of the 
jnarchc of Ancona, were all that the fee of 
Rome pofll'flcd at this time^. all the countries 
afterwards annexed to its demefnc belonged to 
lords who were vicars of the holy fee, or of the 
empire. Since the year 1 138, the cardinals had 
ufurped the privilege of excluding the people 
and clergy from the election of pontiffs ', and 
about the year 1216, they had made a law, 
that two third;: of the votctt were ncceflary for a 
canonical elcdtion. At the time I am fpcaking 
ofy there were only fixtcen cardinals in Rome > 
eleven IVrnch, one Spaniih, ajid four Italians, 
'i'he Romans, notwilhflanJing their paflion for 
liberty, and tlicii luitrcd to their maitcrji, were 
defirous of havinf; a pope wlio would rdidc? in 
Rome, becaufe ihi y hijted tlu: Fn-nch and ( jer- 
manH (fiM more than they did llx: pope*., aii'i 
becaufe the prefcncc of tho pontifF aJways dievr 
riche.*j to the <lty. The people, in this nooif, 
threatened to dellroy ilw; canlinah, if they [ru\x 
them a forei.Micr (or [)ope. Tiiefc menaces liad 
fuch an r/fl*.:l on thr c;u<llnal- elector?., tliM 
' "k ^1^^'y ^'"''^ Jiii;;'.!!o bifliop of iJarii, a 
'*^^ Nti'j.tjli'iiii, vvlif) took the nauie of Li- 
ban. 'I'lii:. vva-i a morofe ami pafiionatc m.'tn, 
confeqiicnily very unfit l^r (uch a di|.'ijity ; and 
no iuoiiei wa'j hi- initaiicd, tluii hv declared in 

full 
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M\ confidory, that he would puniHi the kingsr 
of France and England, Charles the Wife, and* 
Edward III. who, he fard, were difturbers of 
all chriftendom by their quarrch. Cardinaf 
de la Grange, a man of as violent a temp,;r as 
the pope himfcif, (baking his Hft at him, tolJ 
him he lied: thefe two words involved Europe 
in a confufion, which lafted forty year?* 

Mod of the cardinals, even the Italians them- 
fclvcs, (hocked at the brutal difpofuion of a 
perfon fo unfit for governing, withdrew inta 
the kingdom of Naples, where they declared 
the election of a pope made by^ violence, to be, 
ipfofalh, null and void ^ and proceeded unani- 
moufly to the eleflion of a new pontiff. Oa 
this occafion, the Freneh cardinals had the un- 
common fatisfadtion of outwitting their Italiaa 
brethren. They promifed the tiara to eacb 
Italian in particular, and, after all eleSed Ro- 
bert fon to Amadeus count of Geneva, who, at 
bis promotion, took the name of Clement VII. 
Upon this Europe became divided. The em- 
peror Charles IV. England, Flanders, and 
Hungary acknowledged Urban, who was alfo 
obeyed m Rome and Italy. France, Scotland, 
Savoy, and Lorraine, aeclared for Clement.' 
All the religious orders were divided : the doc- 
tors all wrote ; and the univerfities iflued out de- 
crees. The two popes treated each other as 
Antichrifls and ufurpers, and proceeded to mu- 
tual excommunication. But what rendered 
this difpute truly horrible was, that they fought 
with the complicated fury of a civil and a reli- 
gious war. A bbdy of troops which ,^^^ 
Clement's nephew had raifed in Gaf- ^^^ 
cony and JBrktany, marched into Italy, fur- 
. . prifed 
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prifed the city of Rome, and in the firft traAf-. 
ports of their fury, put every one they met with,, 
tp thcfword. Butthe people of Rome recovering 
£rom their furprife, quickly rallied, and turning, 
upon them, killed every man found within the. 
walls ; after which they murdered every Frcncht 
prieft they could meet with. Soon after this, 
another army of pope Clement's, which ha4 
been raifcd in the kingdom of Naples, appeared 
within a few miles of Rome, aiid ofiered battle 
toUrban'S forces. 

Each of thefe armies carried the keys of Su 
Peter in their cnfigns. Clement's troops were 
defeated i but the quarrel did not end here,, 
this difpute not being colifincd wholly to the in«\ 
tcrefts of the two pontics. 11 1 ban feeing him*^ 
if If viiSlorious, was refolved to beftow the; 
kingdom of Naples on his qephew ; and foft 
Uiat purpofe, depofed queen Joan, the protect 
Vefs of bis rival Clenv;nt, who had long reigned: 
in Naples with various fuccefs, and a fullied re-^ 
putation. 

The preceding chapter has fliewn us this prini* 
cefs murdered by her couiin Charles of Dm--. 
razzo, with whom pope Urban now wanted to* 
divide the kingdom of Naples. But this ufurp- 
cr, when in quiet pofTeffion of the throne, waA 
far from keeping his promife to a pope, whoi 
bad it not in.hi^ power to oblige him to do it. 

Urban, who had more warmth than policy,, 
had the imprudence to pay a vifit to hb vaflal,. 
inferior, as he was in ftren^th, and attended: 
but with a flendcr retinue. I'hc antient cere- 
monial obliged the king to kifs the pope*s feet, 
and hold his horfe by the bridle. Durazzo 
conformed to only ooe of thefe ceremonies ; 

he 



•f the Wi«T<. ijj 

lie took hoM of the bridle* but it was to con- 
<hi^ the pope to prifon. Urban was detained 
for ibme time in confinement, continually ne- 
l^otiatinfi with his vaflal* who treated him u>me« 
tiines with rcfpc^l, and at others with con- 
tempt. The pope at length found means ta 
efcape from his coufinement, and retired to the 
little town of Nocera i there he aflcmblcd the 
icattered remains of h!s court. His cardinala 
and fome of tlie bifhops were fo tired whh hia 
morofe temper, and fbll jnorc with his misfor« 
tunes, that they coticerted meafures at Nocem, 
for quitting him, in order to remove to Romc,^ 
and there make choice of a perfon more wortbf. 
of bearing the pontifical dignity. Urban, ha- 
ving had notice of their dei^n, catifed them all 
to be put to tbe torture in his prcfence. Beings 
fi)on obliged to fly ff om Naples, he retired to. 
tbe city^ of Genoa, who fent (bme galleys ui. 
cfcort him* He dragged alone witbnim ib<M 
poor cardinals and bimops in that maimed con- 
dnion, and bound in chains. One of the bU 
ibc^, half dead with the, tortnres he had un^ 
dergone, not beina; able ta get on (hore fo foon^ 
aa the pop^e cbofe he fhould ; that cruel pontiflF 
orderea him to be murdered by tbe way. Aa. 
Ibon as he arrived at Genoa^. he eot rid of thofe. 
cardinals, bis pritbners, by different kinds of 

Giniibments* We have heard of Calieulas and 
eros, who were guilty of crimes like thefe^ 
but they met with the puniHimenu they de<^ 
iiirved, and Urban died peaceably at ^^ 
Rome* His creature and perfecutor, ^ ^• 
Charles DunzzOy was more unfortunate ; for, 
having made am expedition into Hungary, with 
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a dcfign to fcizc a crown that did not belong 
to him, he was there murdcrcrf. 

The death of pope Urban ought in all ap- 
pearance to have put an end to t^c civil war ; 
but the Romans were far from acknowledging 
Clement. Thus the fchifm was kept trp on 
both fides. The Urbaiiifts chofc Perin To- 
maftl, and he dying, thry pitched upon cardi- 
nal MeJioraii, The CIcmentins cliofe Peter 
of y\rra^p;on to fucceed Clement, who died in 
1390. Never had any pope Icfs authority in 
Rome than 'Meliorati ; and Peter Luna in a 
fliort time was only the {hadow of a pope at 
Avipinon, The Romans, who ftill aimed at 
cftablifhing the municipal form of government, 
expelled Meliorati, after a great deal of blood- 
filed, though thtry flill acknowledfi;ed him a» 
pope ; and the French, who had acknowledged 
^ Peter Luna, befieged him in his city of 

^3 Avignon, where they afterwards de- 
tained him prifoncr. 

The aflbmbly of the ftates of France formed fo 
prudent a refolution during thcfe times of trouWc 
and confufion, that I am furprifed it was not 
followed by other nations. They acknowledged 
neith(frof the popes, but each dioccfcwas govern- 
ed by its prf)per biOrop ; they remitted no an- 
nates, and owned no rcfervations nor exemp- 
tions ; fo th:it Rome had rcafon to fear left 
that lulminifl ration which laflcd fome years, 
ihoiihl have continued for ever. 

Luna, previous to his cicdion, had promifcd 
to jcfijin his dignity* ifncccfrary for the fake 
of peace, but did not ktcphis word. A noble 
Venetian, named Corario, whom they elcdied 
at Rome^ took the fame oath, and kept it no 

better. 
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better. The cardinals on both fides being at 
length heartily tired of the general, as well as 
private quarrels with which the difpute about 
the triple crown was accndcd, agreed to call 
a general council at Pifa. Accordingly they 
met, and twenty-four cardinals, twenty-fijc 
^rchbifhops^ a hundred and ninety-two bifhops, 
two hundred and eighty nine abbots, deputies 
from all the univerfities, as alfo of the chapters 
of one hundred and two metropolitan churches^ 
together with three hundred do£tors of divinity, 
the grand-mafter of Malta, and the ambafla- 
dors of all the Chriftian princes were prcfent at 
this aflembly. Here they made a new 
pope, named Peter Philargi, who took ^^^9 
the name of Alexander v . But the fruit of 
this great council was, that three popes, or 
rather antipopes, ftarted up inftpad of two. 
The emperor Rodolph refufed to acknowledge 
this council s fo that the confufion was greater 
than ever. 

We cannot forbear lamenting the hard fate 
of Rome, who had a hilhop and a prince im- 
pofcd upon her againft her will j and a body of 
French troops now came, under tlic command 
of Tancgui du Chatcl, to compel her to receive 
a third pope. Corario the Venetian transferred 
his refidcncc to Gaicta, where he put himfclf 
under thej)rote£tibh of Charles Durazzo, whom 
we call Cauncelpt, and who then reigned in 
J^aplcs i and Peter Luna removed his fee to 
Perpignan. Rome was facked, but to little pur- 
pofe for the third pope, who died by the way ; 
and from the polities which prevailed at that 
time, every body believed him poifoncd. 

The cardinals of the council of Pifa, who 
t • ^ had 
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had <!leded him, being maftert of Rorne^ they 
xhofc in his place Balthazar Cozza, a Neapo- 
litan. Tiiis Balthazar was a military man; he 
had formerly been aCorfair, and had diftinguifli- 
ed himfelf during the troubles which ftill conti* 
nucd to fubfifl between Charles Durazzo and the 
houfe of Anjou : afterwards, being made legate 
in Germany, he grew rich by felling induU 
cencies, and bought a cardinaPs hat, for which 
he paid a high price ; nor did he purchafc at a 
cheaper rate the favours of his miftrc&, Catha- 
rine, whom he had taken away from her huf- 
band. Perhaps fuch a pope was the fitted for 
Rome in her prefcnt (ituation, when fhe ftood 
more in need of a foldicr than a divine. 

From the time of Urban V. the rival popes 
went on negotiating and excommunicating, 
and all their politics centered in extorting mo* 
ney ; but this pontiff went to war. He was 
acknowledged by PVancc, and the prreateft part 
of Europe, by the name of John XXill. He 
hud no occafion to fear the pope of I'erpignan ; 
but the pope of Gaieta was fomewhat more 
formidable, a<) being protc£(ed by the king of 
Naples. John however collects a body of 
troop;:, publifhcs a crufade againft Launcclot 
^or Charles Dur.r////^) king of Naples, furnifhcs 
Lewis of Anjou with arms, and bellows on 
him the inveftiture of Naples ; and a battle 
'\^^ foon after fought on the bank^ of the Ciari- 
liano, in which John's party proved vitftorious: 
^ but gratitude making no part of the virtues of a 
* iovercign, and rcafons of ftatc being ftronrrer 
than any other confidcratir)ns, the pope rccalfcd 
the inveftiture he had beftowcd on Lcwi» of 
Anjou, tliough his benefactor, and the revenger 
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^ Ins cauie, aitd ackndirledged hetanctlot a» 
ftui^^ on condition Ik tboiAdimver up the Ve- 
nctuui Corario. 

LMmceloistm bi^Me, Hot willing to fuffisr 
John to grow too powerful, let pope Corario 
'cfeape; and that oontifl^ after wanderti^ rix>tft 
4broe time, ntired to tbecaMe of Rimini, which 
bekm«d to Malatefta, one of die petty tyrants 
«of Italy. From beAce^ though ftUming wholly 
on the benevolence of this nobleman^ and ac- 
knowledged onlt by the duke of Bavaria, he 
excommunicated all the princes of Europe, and 
talked ia the ftileof fovereign of the wr»rld. 

John XXIII. the only lawful pope, as havink 
been eleded and acknowledged by the cardinal 
of the council of Pifa, and fucceeded to the pope 
chofen by the iame council, was the only pope 
in izSt : tet as he had betraved his benefa2^» 
Lewis of Anjou, fo Launcelot, whofe benefac- 
tor he had been, betrayed him in Uke manner $ 
juid, upon finding himfelf fuccefiftil, aimed at 
•the fovereignty of Rome. Accordingly he fur-- 
4>rifed this unhappy city, and John had hardly 
<ime to make his escape. It was fortunate for 
him then, that there were free cities in Italy. 
To throw himfelf, like Corario, into the arms 
of one of the petty tyrants, would have been 
making himfelf a flave; he therefore put himfelf 
under the protedion of the people of Florence, 
who fouffht at the fame time againfl Launcelot 
for their liberties and for the pope. 

Launcelot's army however was on the point 
of prevailing, and the pope iaw himfelf fhut up in 
Bologna. In this extremity he had recourfe to 
the emperor Sigifmond, who was come into 
kalijr to conclude a treaty with the Venetians. 

Sigifmond, 
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Sigifmond, as emperor, had an opportunity of 
exalting his own power by the humiliation of 
the pope, but, on the other hand, he was the 
natural enemy of LaunCdot,'the tyrant of Italy. 
John propofcs t6 him, to form a league and 
aiTcmble a council, the one to expel the com- 
mon enemy, and the other to confirm his own 
right to the pontificate. A council was in fad 
become neccflary, that of Pifa having ordered 
one to be called at the end of three years. Ac- 
cordingly Sigifmond and John ifl'ucd their joint 
proclamation, for the holding of this council in 
the little city of Conftance. But Launcelot 
oppofed his victorious army to thefe negocia- 
tions, and nothing but an extraordinary turn 
of aflairs could deliver the .emperor and the 
pope from their critical fituation : this hap- 
pcncil by the death of Launcelot, who 
^^^ yielded up his breath at the age of forty, 
in fuddcn and moft excruciating pains, and the 
cuftom of poifoning was ?.t that lime but too 
frequent. 

John XXIII. thus delivered from hi^ moft 
jmplacal)le enemy, and having now only the 
ernjKior and the to'incil to fear, v/anted to put 
off ilie njecting of this hi 'h air.mhiy, which 
ivv.y not improperly he ftiled the ((;n.itc of Ku- 
ropc, and has the power orju'J;.Mng the fupremc 
pontiffs j but the meeting/ v/as proelaimed, the 
emperor j)U:fl*c(l for if^ fiitin;:, and thofe who 
h;id a li^ht to anill wt it wrie haftenin;: ii'<>m 
all partj to take poiUHion ol the aujajft title of 
arbitrators of Chiilkndom. 
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CHAR LX. 

The Council of CONSTANCE. . 

ON the weftern bank of the lake of Con- 
ftance ftands the town of that name» > 
faid to have been built by Conftantine. This 
place Sigifmond pitched upon as the theatre 
where this great fcene was to be aded. Never 
had there been a more numerous convocation 
than that of Pifa : it was however exceeded by 
this of Conftance. 

Befides the crowd of prelates and doctors who 
affifted at this council* there were twenty- eight - 
great vaflals of the empire prefent, and the em- 
peror himfelf conftantly attended, as djd the 
electors of Mentz, Saxony, the Palatine, and 
Brandenburg, with the dukes of Auftria and 
Bavaria, and twenty- feven ambafladors from 
the feveral courts of Europe, and every one of 
thefe vied with the other in luxury and magni- 
ficence ; as appears by the number of gold- 
foiiths, amounting to hfty, who, with all their . 
workmen, came to fettle in Conftance during the 
fitting of the council. 

There were likewife five hundred players 
on inftruments called in thofe times minftrek; - 
and feven hundred and eighteen courtezans, 
who were protected by the magiftracy. They 
were obliged to build a number of wooden huts 
to lodge all the minifters to luxury and incon- • 
tinence \ which thefe lords, rather than fathers, 
of the council brought in. their train. No one ; 
was alhamed of thefe practices, as they were 
now as' publicly authorized in every ftate, as 

Vol. II. M thej 
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they had formerly been with moft of the an^' 
tient nations. Oa this occafion the church of 
France allowed every archbilhop it fent to the 
council ten franks a day (which is equivalent 
to fifty livrcs of our prcfcnt currency,) eight to 
« bimopf five to an abbot, and three to a 
dpdor. 

Before I proceed to take a view of what 
pafled in this aflcmbly of the Chriftian ftates, I 
judge it neceiOtry to make a ihort recapitulation 
c( the principal fovereigns who reigned at that 
time in Europe^ with the ftate and condition of 
their refpe£live dominions. 

Sigifinofid joined to the imperial dignity the 
crown of Hungary. He had been un^ccefsful 

¥ainftBa)azet the famous fultan of the 
^^^^ urks ; io that Hungary being drained, 

and Germany divided, they were both 
threatened with the Mahometan yoke. He bad 
been ftill worfe ufed by his own fubjc£ls than 
by the Turks. The Hungarians had imprifon- 
cd him, and offered his crown to Launcelor, 

king of Naples ; but having efcaped 
14x0 from his confinement, he retrieved his 

affairs in Hungary, and was afterwards 
chofen head of the empire. 

In France the unhappy Charles VI. who had 
been feized with a frenzy, enjoyed only the 
name of king -, and his relations, employed in 
difmembcring the kingdom to ferve their own 
private purpofes, were very little attentive to 
what paiTcd at the council : it was however 
their intereft that the emperor (hould not ap- 
pear to be the mafter of Europe. 

Ferdinand, 
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Ferdinand, who governed the kingdom of 
Arragon, fupported the interefts of his pope^ 
Peter Luna. • 

John II. king of -Cafiile, had no ihffuence 
tki the affairs of Europe ; but he ftill efpoufed 
Luna's claimy and was mafter of Navarre. 

Henry V. king of England, being taken ilp» 
«8 we fliall ihew hereafter^ with the conqueft 
t)f France, wiflicd to fee the pontifical power 
ib humbled and reduced, that it might never 
again be able to impofe a tribute on England^ 
nor interfere with the rights and privileges ot 
crowned headsv 

Rome, who had bech delivered from the 
French troops, but ftill faw them in pofieffibit 
«f tne caftle of St. Ahgdo, and was obliged to 
fubmit to John XXIII. hated her pope, ^ and', 
feared the emperor. 

The Cities of Italy were fo divided that thejr 
were hardly of any weight in the ballance : 
and Venice, who aipired at the fovereignty of 
]taly, took advantages of the troubles of that^ 
country and of thofe of the church; 

The duke of Bavaria, that he might aft 
fome part on this grand' theatre, protcded Pope 
Corrario, who had taken refuge in the caftle of 
Rimini j and Frederick, duke of Auftria, who 
was fecretly an enemy to the emperor, dioii^ht 
only how to fruftrate his defigns. 

oigifmond made himfelf mafter of the coun*- 
cil, by placing foldiers round the city of Con- 
ftance, under the fpecious pretext of providing 
for the (afcty of the fathers. 

It would have been mtich better for John 

XXIII. to have returned to Rome, where he 

could have been teafter, than to hafve^ put* him*- 

M 2 felf 
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fclf in the power of an emperor who was able 
to ruin him : he entered into a confederacy 
with the duke of Auftria, the archbi(hop of 
Mentz, and the duke of Burgundy, which 
cx)mpletely ruined him. The emperor from that 
inftant became his enemy ; and infifted, not- 
witbftandine his being a lawful pope, that he 

fhould lay down the tiara as well as 
1415 Luna and Corrario. 'I'his he folemnly 

promifed to do, and repented his pru- 
mife the moment after ; for he now found him- 
fclf a prifoner in the midft of that very council 
where he fate as prefident. He had now no 
refource left but to make his efcape ; but the 
emperor caufed him to be narrowly watched. 
The duke of Audria, who was defirous to fa- 
vour the pope's flight, could not think of any 
better way to eife£t it than by giving the coun- 
cil the diverfion of a tournament. In the midft 
of the hurry and confufion ufual on thefe occa- 
lions, the pope made his cfcapc in the difguife of 
a poAillion; and the duke of Auflria fct out 
immediately after him. They both retired into 
a part of SwifTcrland which fliJI belonged to 
the houfc of Auflria. The duke of Burgundy 
was likewife ready to protect the i>opc. 'J'his 
duke was very powerful, both on account of 
his ereat poiTcnions, and the authority he had 
in trance. Thus a new fchifm was on the 
point of being kindled. The heads of religious 
orders who were in the pope's intereft, were 
already retiring from Conftance, and the coun- 
cil by this turn of affairs might have become 
an afTcmbly of rebels. Sigifmond, who had 
been unfortunate on fo many occafions, proved 
fuccefsful in this. He had, as we have alread 

obfervfi 
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obferved, a body of troops at hand ; with thefe 
he made himfelf mafter of all the duke of Aa- 
ftria's territories ia Alface, Tyrol, and Swifler- 
land. This brought the duke back to the 
council, where he afked pardon on his knees of , 
the emperor, and promifed in the nioft folem'n 
mannner, never for the future to undertake any 
thing contrary to his will ; and refigned all his 
JomirMons to him, to be dilpofed of as he 
fhould think proper, in cafe of infidelity. The 
emperor upon this gave the duke his hand, and 
pardoned him, on condition he woul4 deliver up 
the perfon of the pope. 

The fugitive pontiff is accordingly feized at 
Fribourg, and conveyed to a neighbouring 
caftle. In the mean, time the couiicil proceed- 
ed to his trials * 

He was charged with having fold benefices^ 
and relicks; with poifoning the pope hisprede- 
ceflbr ; with having murdered a number of irt- 
noceiit perfons i in Qiort,, he was accufed of 
the moft impious licentioufnefs, and of the 
higheft excels of debauchery, even of fodomy 
andblafphemy I thdy however fuppreffed fifty- 
five articles' of the verbal procefs, which they 
thought refle6led too great an infamy 
on the pontificar character. At length, 29th 
the feotence of his. depofition was read May 
in the prefence of the emperor. This 1415 
fentehce imported^ that the council re- 
ferved to itfelf the power of punifliing the pope 
for his crinies, according to juftice or mercy. 

John X:XIII. who had formerly given fuch 

proofs of courage both by Tea and land, was all 

refignation when they came to read his feritence 

t6bim in prifon. The emperor kept him pri- 

• M 3 fc^^yc. 
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lofier three yean at Manheim, where he treat* 
cd him with fuch reverity« that the public began 
to compaflionate him more for his ruflferin^s^ 
than it had even hated him for his crimes^. 

The council having thus depoled the true 
pope, wanted the re;iunciaiion^ of tho/e who 
pretended to the pontificate } Corrario Tent them 
hla^ but the proud Spaniard Luna would never 
yield. l*he council found no difficulty in de- 
pofmg him i but it was an affair of greater im- 
poitance to fix upon the choice of one to fuc- 
ceed him. l*he cardinals claimed the rig))t of 
eleAion ai immediately vefled in themfelves ; 
and the council,^ as reprefentatives of the whole 
Chridian church, pretended likcwife to the fame 
right. The prefent queftion was about giving 
a head to the church, and a fovereign to H^omc. 
It was but ju(t that the cardinals, who confti- 
tuted the privy council of this fovereign, and 
the fathers of the general council, who adled in 
conjunction with them a? reprefcntatives of the 
church, (hould with them enjoy an equal right 
of fiifiVajM*. Thirty deputies of ch<; 
J417 council, joined with the cardinah in 
unanimotifly ele^tinf^ Oiho Colonna of 
that fame family wlio had been cxconmiuni- 
cated by poj)c nonifacc VIII. to the fifth ge- 
neration. 

This pope, who after his election chan;"-d 
hi'i illijfirious name for that of Murtin, pollel 
fed all the (|U4litie^ of a prince, with the viiiue* 
of a bidiOj;. 

Never had tlie inaujruralion of a jwniift'bfrn 
attciid'.d with j^realtr pomp. lie went in pru 
tc/fion to the church, mounted on a whi'e pal- 
frtyi the eniperor and the count palatine on 

fool. 
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foot, leading it by the reinsi a numerous croud 
of princes, and all the members of the council 
clofed the train. When he arrived in the church,, 
the triple crown was put on his head, which 
tkepopes had woitifor upwards of two centuries.. 

The fathers of this council did not originally 
meet about the depofing a pope ; their prin- 
cipal view feemed to be the reformation of the 
church, at lead this was the chief defign of 
Gerfon and the deputiei of the uniVetfity of. 
Paris. 

7*here had been great complaints made in this 
council for above two years againft the annates^, 
or firft fruits, the exemptions, the refervatiom, 
and the taxes impofed by the popes on the 
clergy^ for the pront of the holv fee^ and againft 
the torrent of vice with whicn the churcn waa 
at that time overflowed. But ho^ did this' fo 
much defired . reformation end i Pope Martin, 
declared, Firft, that no exemptions aught to be 
granted, without.Qiewing juftcaufe. Secondly,, 
that an enquiry (hould be made into the reunited 
benefices. Thindiv, that the revenues of vacant 
churches (hould ue difpofed, of gccordintf to 
common.law. Fourthly, he made an ineiFectual 
prohibition of flmony* Fifthly^ he ordered, that 
for the future, thofe who had benefices, (hould 
be diftinguifhed by the toofure. Sixthlv, ho 
forbade the celebrating of mafs in a lay habit. 
Thefe were the laws promulgated by tne moftv ' 
folemn aflembly in the univerfe. 

Gerfon even found great difficulty in getting 
the following propofitions condemned, viz. that* 
in fome cafes the aflailination of a perfon may 
become a virtuous aA ( that it is more merito* 
aouf . in a knight than tn a fquire^ and fan 
M 4s more: 
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more in • prince than in a Icnighr Thii 
dcidirineof flnaflinaiticHi had been maintained m 
¥rmct by one John Fetir, a do^r of the iini- 
veHity or Pariji, upon the occafton of the murder 
of the tcing'i^ own brother* The council for a 
long time rvaded Gerfon'n ^tition^ at len^fth it 
wai obliged to condemn thisdodtrineof munhr^ 
though without mentioning the cordelier John 
Petit « name. 

Such in the idea wtuch 1 thought neceflary to 

form to m\k\f of the feveral p^^itical viewn #f 

the council of Conitance i the fire« whi(;h were 

. Afterwardi lighted up by a religloun zeal^ are iri 

A different nature* 

C H A P. LXL 

Of JOHN H U S, and of J E RO M of 

1*^ U K p<irfrait of gf wral hiflory, whic.h 
h,i«i hitherto bi*cn cxhihitcil w our vicrw^ 
rviiK'^i the profound Haft of jp'h«ran<c in which 
the weflcrn world wa<j plunp'^cd. Th*? luiioiu 
{uh)H.\ to th« Roman rinpur, wrrc, u\}tfti the 
drfolution of lh;ii rrnpitr*, rrdiicrd to 4 (Litr ot 
harbiififm ( th'r othf*r n;ifir;rn had always* oii' 
tinurd fo. Uf^diii;/ ;ind WMtini'^ wrr t< irnrr* 
vrry littlr k nown hrtorr ihn tirnr: of 1* rrdri i< k H. 
anu the fjiftKiiii h'-n^fif of thr Hcrf^y, by whiih 
M ctiinifMl foM'IftMMfd to dir, ohf;tin':d hn 
p,ir<lon, if h^'CouM inud, in thr: moff ffiikin:' pfo'^f 
of thcr Kupidiry of th^: tiitiro. Krorn thr f/»f:»t 
f;^,nouncc of tlie people^ the clcrj/y and monk? 

bad, 
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ftadv- bytfae means of a little knowledge, cfpe^ 
ciaily in religious matters, acquired that kind 
of authority over their minds, which a fupe^ 
riority of underftanding naturally gives a mafter 
over his fcholars ; and from this authority they 
derived ali their power. There was not a bifhop 
in Germany, or in the North, who was not a 
petty fovereign ; not one in Spain, France, or 
England, but was poflefled of, or difputed with 
their prince, part of the regal rights. Almoft 
every abbot was become a prince; and the popes, 
though, profecuted on all fides, were kings over 
all tbofe fbvereigns. At length, through the 
vices attendant upon luxury, and the diforders 
which follow ambition, the greateft part of thefe 
abbots and bifliops were themfelves reduced to 
the fame ignorant ftate with the laity. The 
univerfities of Bologna, Paris, and Oxfordj; 
which had been founded in the thirteenth cen-* 
tury, ilill continued to cultivate that learning 
which the clergy, too much occupyed with their 
riches, had not thought, worth tneir while to 
preferve. ♦ 

The dofiors of thefe univerfities, who were 
only doctors, foon exclaimed againft the fcan- 
dalous lives of the reft of the clergy ; and the 
defire of diflinguifhing themfelves, led them to 
the examination of thofe myfleries, which for 
the public good (hould never have been un- 
veiled. 

He who rent this veil with the greateft fury, 
was John VVickliff, a doftor of the univerfity of 
Oxford. This man preached and wrote wmie 
.Urban V. and Clement ravaged the church by 
jtbeir fcfaiOm, and were publifliingcrufades againft 
eachothen He pretended that what France had 
... M 5 ^w^. 
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dbi^only for fttime^ in refv&af^ tot Md t i wt^ U igt 
taj popff ' fhould b^ carried into ft pftrpBtnal 
Iftfr. Thif opinion wat embraecdi bji.ounjr of 
the Englifli lordi $ who hid far t long tioMr 
beheld with indignation, their coitftltiy ttfatttd 
if ft mere province of Rone ; but it wai ftj jri- 
ffofoiiity Offokd by all thofe who bifti: a.fltam- 
VI the emoluoienit arifing faun thii.riibniiffion. 

Wieldiff waf not fa much proccArd in bit 
theology at in his poli^ i be- revived theoU 
* ppittiona of Berangeriiit) which bad been for* 
nerly pi t fcr ibed, and mainuin^ chat; nbchiog 
ia tobc believedt that h in it^ eoncyftdiittorf 
ar tnpoffible $ that no accfdent. can fahfift 
^ without ft fiibjeA I in ft v^ord^tbut the bread and 
' wine in the eucharift^ ftiH qoniioueaftef €oa<* 
iSeemtion to be bread and wme. .He was pUi^ 
for aboMfliing confcfion^ indulgenctea, and the 
church hierarchy. What the Vaudoia only 
taught ip fecref) he publifhed openly ; and his 
do&ine was nearly the fame as that of the pro* 
teftahts, who appeared a century after Mmt and 
of a (c£t which had been eftablilhcd a long time 
before. 

His da£irine was condemned by the univerfiry 
of Oxford, and by the bilhopa and clergy $ but 
thif did not hinder its fpreading. His books^ 
though obfcurc' and ill written^ were every 
where circulated, by the meie dint of curioftty^ 
which the fubjc^t or the difputc, and the bold* 
sefa of the author, had railed in all degrees of 
people, and which received no tittle weiaht 
from his unfpocted manners, and purity of l|fe. 
His worlcs nuide their way into Bafaemia, a 
country newly rifen out of barbarifm, and which 
from the grofleft ig^orancci bad arrived at 
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another fpecies of it^ at that time called 
erudition. 

The emperoF Charles IV. the lawgiver of 
Germany and Bohemia,, had founded die uni- 
rerfity at Prague, on the fame model as that »t: 
Paris. In this univerfity, which in the begin- 
ning of the fifteenth century, contained not left ^ 
than 20000 ftudents,. the Germans had three jf 
voices • in all deliberations^ and the BohemiatitfV' 
only one. John Hus, - a native of Bohemia, 
who had attained to the degree of batchelor in 
that academy, and was confeflbr to queen > 
Sophia of Bavaria, wife to Wenceflaus^ ob- 
tained of that princefs, that for the future, his 
countrymen (faould have three vofes, and the 
Germans only one. Thefe latter, incenfed at. 
this change, withdrew from the univeritty, and 
became fo many irrcconcileable enennes to John 
Hus. At the fame time fome.of WicUiff's- 
works had fallen into his hands ; and though he 
totally rejedked the fpecuiative do^bine contained: 
in them, he adopted the author's paffionate itt»- 
veftives againft the fcandalous lives of the popes 
and the bifhops, againft the excommunitationa 
thundered out with fuch levity and fuiy, and in 
fine againft all ecclefiaftical power, in which 
neither he nor WfcHff had properly difttnguifhed 
between the rights and the ufurpations. This 
f^ep made him many more enemies, but at .the 
fame time it procured him a number of pro- 
tedlors, efpedally the queen, whofe fpirituai 
diredor he was. He was accufed before John 
XXIII. and fummpned to appear in the year 
141 1, which fummons be did not obey. Iii the 

^ iMieaa* 
M 6l 
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' ': main timo the council of Conftanor 
1414 utkwhUdf which wai to pronounoejiidgr 
> nient upon the popety and the opinions 

of men } hither be wm «Ub fummoncdy the 
*>«fflperor himfelf writing lathe court of Bobo» 
-tniiy to defire he might be ftnt to give an ao* 
»count of bis doArine. 

'-'■ John Httif full of coflftlencef repaired to 
nSaib eouncily from whence both he and the pope 
,mght to biTve Icepc aw»y« He arrived theM^ 
(accompanied by (everal Bohemian sentlement. 
«Rd many of nis difciples, and wnatis moft 
•ffttnajrkalMe» he came with the emperor's faft- 
iConduA» dated the 18th of OAiober, 14149 and 
*drawn up In the fiiUeft and moft fkvounible 
WihiS'i but no. (boner wu he arrived^ than he 
^was committtd* to dofe confinement^ and the 
aHincU proceeded to try him* at the iame thne 
«Widi the pope. He liice the pope made his tt^ 
xape» and tike him was brought back agaiiii 
and they were both, confined for fome time in 
the fame prifen. 

' At length he appeared before the counciK 
loaded with chains, and was examined con«- 
cerning fevcral' paflages in his writings. It is 
certain that any man may be ruined by wrefting 
the meaning of his words. What teacher^ 
what writer is fure of his life, if we condemn 
to the flames, a perfon who fays, ** I'hat there 
is but one catholic church, which contains all 
the predeftined in its bofom ; that a reprobate 
ia not a member of this church ; that the tempo* 
ral lords ought to oblige the priefls to obferve 
the law i and that a wicked pope is not a vicar 
of JefusChriftr 

And 
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. And yet thcfe and no other, were the propofitions 
maintained byJohnHu8,,and which he explained 
in fuch a manner, as might have acquitted htm, 
bad not the council put fuch a fenfe upon them, 
as was found neceilary to condemn him. If 
you do not believe thie univerfale a parte rei^, 
(sLid one of the fathers to him, you do.not.h«- 
lieve in the real prefence. What a method of 
arguing was this ! And on how precarious a 
thing did men*s lives at that time depend ! 

Hus had not embraced any of thofe propo»- 
fitions of Wi(^klifF> which now divide the pro- 
te/lants from the church of Rome *, and yet he 
was condemned to periib. by the flames. Upon 
inquiry into, the caufe of fuch an execution, I 
could never find it to be any other than that 
fpirit of obftinacy, which is generally imbibed 
in the fchools. The fathers or the council were 
determined that Hus (hould retradl his opinion^ 
and Hus^ on his fide, perfuaded that he was in 
the right, would not acknowledge himfelf in an 
error. The emperor, moved with compafEon, 
faid to him, ** What harm is there in abjuring 
errors falfely attributed to you ? I am ready, this 
moment to abjure all kind of errors ; dbes it 
follow from, thence that I have held them ?'' 



* Surely this muft be a miftake in our author. John Hus 
adopted the do^rines of* Wickliff, who maintained that the 
bread and wine in the eucharift, was not the real fubi^ance ; 
and that the church of Rome was not fupreme over all churches j 
two of the moft elTcntial articles of the protcHant faith. The 
Huflites were in particular (o tenacious with refpcft to the cup ^ 
in the communion, that cups were painted in their churches, 
houfes, and even on their colours ; fo as to give rife to thfi fol- 
lowing diftich : 

Tot pisgis calices Boemorum terra per urbesy 
Ut credas Bacchi aumijM ibla coli* 
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MtM ho«revcir remftintd Inflexible. Hi d*« 
■lonftrtted tlie difFdreftee bttwtcn i grtiefal ib- 
juration of errorf» and retracing an opinion •». 
an trrou etid chofe rather to be burnt than ac- 
knowledge that be had been in the mronf. 

The council were at obftinate u htihMf^. 
but hii obftinacT in rufhlng ta certain death. 
•Wei femething neroic i whereat that of con- 
demning him to the flamei waa an $& of greit 
cruelty. The emperor,, notwithftanding itib 
-fliith of the flife-€ondu£t he had granted him,, 
ordered theele^r palatine to fee bim carried to* 
^xeeutbn } and he wai aeeordinglv burnt alive^. 
4n the pretence of the cleAor, cnauntinc oucf 
4iymnf of praife to the divinity, till the Aimef . 
med hii voice. 

Some monthi afterwafdi^ the council exefw 
ctfed the fame fcverity agalnft a difeiple and* 
Kriend of John 'Hut, named Jerom, whom 
we commonly call jferom of Prague. This 
man wst greatly fupcrror in undeiftandine and 
eloquence to Hus. He at firfl bad fuhTcribcd to. 
Che condemnation of his maficr^s dodtrine } but 
beinf informed with what greatnefs of foul 
Hus nad encountered death, he was aftiamed to 
furvive him, and having made a public re* 
tra£)ion, he wat^ confi^ncJ to the flames. 

PoKgio the Florentine, fwcretary to John 
XXllf. and one of tlic firft rcftorers of letters, 
who was prefent at hi^ examinations and execu* 
lion, fays, that he never heard any thing that 
aoproacned fo nearly to the elocjuence of the 
Greclts and Romans, as the fpeech which Je* 
rom njade to his judge<». «• He fpokc, fajrs he, 
like Socrates, and walked to the ilakc with as 

much 
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mtich chearfulnefi^ at that great philo(bpb<r 
Jrank the cup of hemlock.'' 

Since Poffgio htmfelf ha» made this compa^ 
riron^ let it oe permitted me to add, that Soa»- 
tea was in fa£t condemned upon much the fame 
account as John Hus and Jerom of Prague;. 
that of having incurred the hatred of the fo^ 
phiib and pnefts of his time : but how wide- 
the diflEerence between the manners of the A- 
thenian fenate and thofe of the council of Con«> 
ftance ; between*a cup of gentle poifon, which^ 
far from being attended with this parade of 
horror and inUmy, fufl^rs the citizen to die 
quietly in the midft of his friends^ and that 
dreadful punifliment by fire, to which the priefts 
and mimfters of mercy and peace condemned 
their brethren; who^ though fome what too ob- 
frinate and tenacious in their opinions, were of 
an exemplary purity of life, and (hewed a for- 
titude that has been the admiration of po- 
fierity ! 

May I be permitted likewife to obferve, that 
in the proceedings of this council, a man who 
had been conviAed of all manner of crimes, 
was only divefted of his honours, and two per- 
fons accufed of fome few falfe reafonings, were 
condemned to the flames I 

Such was the famous council of Conftance, 
which lafted from the xft of November 1413, 
to the lotb of May 1418. 

Neither the emperor, nor the fathers of the 
council forefaw the confequences of the execu- 
tion of John Hus and Jerom of Prague. Out 
of their aihes arofe a civil war ; for the Bohe- 
mians looked upon this adion as an affront of- 
fered to ^eir whole country ; and imputed the 
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death of their fellow {uhje6\9 to the rcvntge of 
the Germans who had withdrawn from the uni» 
vcrfity of Prague. They openly reproached 
the emperor with, having violated the Ihw of 

nations : and not long after waids, 
14 1 9 when Sigifmotul attempted to fuccccd 

hi^ brother Winceflaus in the king- 
dom of Bohemia, he found, that though he 
was emperor and king of Hungary, the death 
of two private citizens barred his way to the 
throne of Bohemia. The a^'engers of John 
Hus amounted to the number of 40,000, and a 
fet of ravages whom the fevjcrity of the council 
had rendered wild, and let. loolc in all the fury 
of mad revenge. 

Every pried they met with attoneJ with hit 
blood for the cruelty of the fathers of the 
council of Conftance. John, furnamed Ziflca, 
which fignifies One-eyed,, chief in barbarity and 
rank among ihcfe barbiirians, defeated Sigifmond 
in fevcral battles, l^his fame /ifka, having loll 
bis only remaining; eye in tho engagement, dill 
continued to march at the head of his troops, 
giving hib ordtit* to his generals, aiid afliftmg 
at their victuric->. He coniinHndcd hi:^ folJiei:*) 
that after hi.*i death they fhould make a drum of 
hi:} fkii), wiilch they obeyed ; and. thefc hiii icr 
mains proved a long time fatal to Sigifmond, 
who with difliculty could reduce Bohemia in 
fixtecn years, thoiip;h ailiiied with all the forces 
in. Cjcrmany, and the terror of cru(ades. 

Thus he paid for having violated his fafc- 
condudt, by lixtecn yeaiti of war and dclolatioiu 
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CHAP. LXII. 

Of the State of EUROPE at the Time 
€f the Council of Constance. • " 

Of ITALY. 

IF we rcfleS upon this council, held under 
the emperor's eye, and in the prefence of fo 
many princes and ambafladors^ and alfo on the 
depofition of the fupreme pontiff, and on that 
of the emperor Winceftaus ; we fhall fee that 
the catholic nations of Europe did, in faft, 
form altogether an immenfe republic, the 
chiefs of which were the pope and the empe- 
ror 5 and whofe difunited members confifted of 
kingdoms, provinces, and free cities, under 
twenty different governments. 

There was no one public affair in which the 
pope and the emperor had not fome (hare : and 
the feveral parts of Chriftendom correfponded 
with each other even in the midft of their dif- 
cords. In fine, Europe was, upon the who^e^ 
much the fame kind of flate with antient 
Greece, excepting the difference of politenefi. 

Rome and Rhodes were tv^o cities common 
to all the Chriftians of the Latin communion ; 
and the Turkifh fultan was thehr common ene- 
my. Thefe two chiefs of the cathohc world, 
the emperor and the pope, -had in faffc only an 
imaginary greatnefs, and no real power. If the 
emperor Sigifmond had not been poffeffed of 
the kingdoms of Bohemia and Hungary, and 
even from thefe he drew but very inconfiderabfe 
fupplies, the imperial dignity, would have been 

rathec 
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rutbcr a burthen to him than othcrwifi*. '1 fi« 
imperial demrrnrs were all of iUcm alit;n4ttii» 
aiw) ihc princch '4tu\ ( iiici of Cjerriiaiiy nu loii;!ci 
ai»)c IQ pay ihcrir hiie.'j. The (irrmaitic hoJy w^i^ 
'di that tiinu uHn frte, alchout>h not fu w«li k- 
oul»te«| ;ii it huft Hnce bttcn by the pcriicc of 
VVcftphulia. The tide of king of Ic4ly w;ia 
a^ empty ;ih that of foverei^^n of Ciermany » 
the eiitiKTor not ^oiMiling a iin^^Ie luwn on tlic 
Oil'.tr hdc the Alpv. 

Wc flill mcrt with thiti cjutilion to rcfolve ; 
Why (liJ not Itttly inl'ure to herfclf the enjoyment 
of her liberties, and for ever exclude foreign 
fiatiotu ? Site made continual efl'ortb toward* 
it, iuid had ;i rit^ht to {l.itur hcrfclf with rucceff. 
She WAh in a flou/iHilng condition* The houfc 
of Savojf had already began to aggrandife itfelf, 
though it had acquired no great encreafe of 
power. The rovereignu of tnii country wer« 
feudatorii?A of the empire, and counts. The 
cmpcfor SigiCmond, who liad dill the power of 
beffowin|j; tiilr(>, mudc them dukc4 in 1416 ^ 
atid they arc indrpi^ndcnt kiiii!-*, though with 

tlvr tillc of iftu\Ai()\\fii. Til'-' VilOlOtl?) poljcf. 
fed i\lC wh/lItT Mll.llicjc, Wliuh UCLAIUC itiil 

mote powndil undrr the .')loi/.;i4. 

The indtidriouf) l''loMiuin«-s hud lMld':^^d 
thfrmltrlvc) a irfp'-Ztahl*- Hiiic hy lUnt hTtlom, 
thcii yxiun^.y ni\ii tl»r: (rude thry c.itiicd 00 ; 
^iu\ A fiumhrr of petty ii;itr.}, rv( M ai f.ir :i-} ihc 
lronii'i*j of Napic?), wtu- daily ;i(pifni^' at lihei 
ty, 'I Ut: fyffrifi ni affair) in Italy rcriUKtrtJ 
U))on thi. footiiij/ ftoifi the death of tftUtuk 
iJ. (ill the lime of the pop'-?) Alrxandn VI. 
and J.jhii'i H. inaWiti'.' a p'liod of ahoijl yy 
year-i. ii-^t thi) period wa^ chiefly fp* nl in f v 
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tious jealoufieSf or the matuaJ attempts of one 
towu againft another^ and the ufurpation of cy- 
rancsy who made themfelves mailers of thefe 
towns, lu ihorc they exadly refembled antient 
Greece. The arts were every where cultivated^ 
and confpiracies every where formed : but they 
had not yet learnt to fight as thofe people did 
at Thermopylae and Marathon. 

Look into Macbiavel's hiftoryof Caftracani^ 
the tyrant of Lucca and Piftoia, in the time of 
the emperor Lewis of Bavaria, and vou will 
find that the very lame deCgns and the (ame fuc*> 
cefies, fortunate or unfortunate^ make the hif- 
tory of Italy. A private family of Verona» 
named Scala, feized upon the government a- 
bout the end of the thirteenth centurv, and 
kept pofleffion of it for near an hundrea yeart. 
In the year 1330 they fubdued Padua^ Vic€az4% 
TreviiC Parma, Breicia, and feveral other tCf-> 
ritories* But in die fifteenth century there did 
not remain the lead foocftep of their power. 
The Vifeontis and the Sfbrzas, dukes of Milan, 
pafled fomewhat later in review; and difap- 
peared likewife never to return again. Of that 
number of lords who divided amongft them the 
territories of Romania, Umbria, and Emilia, 
there are at prefent but two or three families 
remaining, and thofe fubje^ to the pope. 

If you examine the annals of the Italian ci- 
ties, you will find that there was not one in 
which confpiracies were not carried on with as. 
much art as that of Catiline. It was impoffible 
in thofe petty ftates for the difcontented to rife 
up in revolt, or defend themfelves by force of 
arais. In the room of thefe thev had frequent- 
ly recourfc to aflaflinaiions and poifon. One 

mutiny 
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mutiny of the people raifcd up a new nrince, 
and another pulled him down. Thus for tx- 
implc, t))e ciry of Mantua pafTed fucccflivcly 
from tlie hands of one tyrant into thofe of an- 
other, till the riluhlifhmcnt of the family of 
(jonr.agncn in *I32H. 

Venice \» the only one of thefc flatcs that has 
conftantty prrlnved htr lihcity. Thli flie owf« 
to her wurry hulwark'i, and tiie wile form of htr 
govtrnmenr. (/enoa, tne rival of Venire, fre- 
quently engn}!;cd, and at length tiiuniphcd over 
her tOA^ardj* the end of the fourteenth centuiy. 
But (icnoH foon afterwards fell into decay, 
ivhile Vfiiicc continued riling till the jei^ns of 
J/cwis XII. and thcr emptrror Maximilian, when 
we fliall Icr hei fillin;;^ ;ill Italv with dread, and 
- the j)o\yerH of Europe with jealoufy ; who all 
'Cbnfpire together for her de(lru£iion« Of all 
the governmentfl in Europe, that of Venice was 
the heft regulated, the mo(t fettled, and uniform, 
and had only one fundamental rrior, which 
however wa»'not confulrrcd xi i'luU by the in- 
n:itc ; I mean the want of a ( otintnpoirc t^> 
the f)owrr of the* noblr^, and a propri i-iirou- 
ra^'cnxrnt lor the common \n't>\/U\ Jn Vcnur, 
a private <iti/xn could novt-r hope to lifc hy hi* 
nn*rit a* in aniicnt Rome-. It niakcs tlw pfiii'i- 
pal merit of the Knirlifti ^rovr nm<-nt, fiiMc ihe 
hotjfe of coimnonn ha-) hud a fliu'- in ih«r If^'J'- 
laiivc power, that I'm h a <onntripr)irr l-. j/io- 
vidcd, and the road to honour and di|'riity left 
0|)en to all who ilil'rrvc ih«in. 

I'ijj, v/hi( h is at priicni only a di.pi'/pulatrd 
rify d( p«*ndi:nt on luhany, wa** in tlwr ihir- 
Iccnlh and fourteenth cmtuiic^a famotri repu':- 
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lie, and fent fleets to fea as confiderable as thofe 
of Genoa. 

Parma and Placentia belonged to the Vifcon* 
tis ; the popes, after being reconciled to that 
family, having granted them the invefiiture, as 
they would not at that time a(k it of the empe- 
ror, whofe power in Italy was daily diminifh- 
ing. The houfe of Kfte, which had produced 
the cbuntefs Matilda fo famous for her benefac- 
tions to the holy fee, was pofTeiTed at that 
time of Ferrara and Modena ; the former of 
which it held of the emperor Otho I. but the 
holy fee flill aflerted a claim to it, and fome- 
times granted the inveftiture of this as well as 
of feveral other dates in Romania, which fur- 
niflied an inexhauftible fource of trouble and 
confufion. 

It happened that during the tranfmigration of 
the holy fee from the banks of the Tiber to 
thofe of the Rhone, there exifted two imaginary 
powers in Italy, namely the emperors and the 
]x>pes, from whom all the other powers recei- 
ved the diploma, which determined their rights 
or their ufurpations ; and even after the holy 
fee was again eftablifhed in Rome, it remained 
without any real power ; and the emperors 
continued in a manner forgotten till the time 
of Maximilian. No foreign power at that 
time was pofleffed of any territories in Italy 5 
for we cannot give that name to the houfes of 
Anjou and Arragon, the former of which was 
eftabliflied on the throne of Naples in 1266, 
and the latter in Sicily ever fince the year 1287. 
Thus Italy, rich and full of flouri(hing cities, and 
moreover abounding with men of genius, might 
have put herfclf in a condition to have rejedled 

'the 
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the yoke of any nation whatfoever. She had evrn 
one advantage over Germany, which was, chit 
no bifliop, except the pope, exercilcd any fo- 
vereign authority i and that the fcverai Itatei 
being governed by fecular maflera, were con- 
feiiuently much fitter for talcing the field; 

If Italy was troubled with thoTe divifioni, 
which are fotnetime« the confequencea of pub- 
lic liberty, Germany wan not in a more trancjutl 
ftate, while the lords were continually making 

Eretenfioni to each other's office. But as we 
ave alreadv obfervcd. Italy never formed a 
body, and Germany did. The (icrman phlegm 
has hitherto kept the conftitution of the ftate 
found and entire ; whereas Italy, though as ex- 
tenfive as Germany, has ne\cr been able (o 
much as to form a conftitution ; and merely 
from the confcquences of a fuperior underftand- 
ina and cunnino;, hafi fufTcred itfelf to be dt* 
vided into a number of weak ftates, which have 
been fubjcdtcd by foreign nations. 

Naples and Sicily, which under the Norman 
conqucrorh niadc topcthtr a formidable |K;wcr, 
after the Sicilian vcfpcr« became two fcpcrate 
ftatcft, cnviourj of each other, and continually 
ftrivin^ to injure csch other. The wcakneft of 
Joan I. firlt luincd the kingdom of Naples 
and Provcmc, of which (he wa* like wife fo- 
vercign ; and the dill mote rcandalou'> failinfri 
of Joan II. conipleatcd itn drffruction. Thia 
princcfji, who wan the laft of the race which 
St. Lcv/'iHH brother had tranfplantcd into Italy, 
was, as well ai» her kingdom, in a very low (le- 
grcc of credit during her whole rct^n. She wai 
fiftcr to the Launcclot who had made Rome 
tremble, during thofc times of anarchy which 

pre 
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preceded the coancil of Conftance. But ^oait 
iwrfelf was far from being fornnidable. Her 
amours and court intrigues proved the fcandal 
and rum of her dominionsv James of Bourbon, 
'lier fecond hufband, who 4iad more than once 
experienced her infidelitv, was claptupin prifon, 
for attempting to complain, and thought him- 
felf vefy happy to make his efcape, and retire 
to conceal his grief, or as it is called^ his (ham^ 
10 a convent of Francifcan friars, at Befan^on. 

This Joan n. proved, without her forefeeing 
it, the caufe of two great events. The firft was 
the raifing of the Sfbrzas to the dukedom of 
Milan $ the other, the war carried into Italy 
by Charfes VIII. and Lewis XII. 

The advancement of the Sforzas is one o^ 
thofe caprices of fortune, which fhew us, that 
this world belongs to whoever can make them- 
felves matters of it> A country fellow, called 
Jacomusio, who had taken arms as a foldier, and 
changed his name to Sforza, became the queen's 
favourite, conftable of Naples, and ftandard-^ 
bearer of the church, and acquired fuch an im-^ 
menfe fortune, that he left money enough to 
one of his baftards, wherewith to conquer the 
dutchy of Milan, 

The fecond event which proved moft fatal to 
Italy and France, was brought about by adop^ 
tions. We have already feen that Joan L 
adopted Lewis I. of the fecond branch of the 
houfe of Anjou *, and brother to Charles Vk 
king of France. Thefe adoptions, which were 
retids of the old Roman laws, conferred the 



• See Chap. LVII, 

right 
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right of fucccffion on the perfon adopted) 
who, by virtue kA Aich adoption, took place 
of the natural heir, but not without the con- 
fent of the barons, which in fuch caiet , was 
always necefTary. Joan II. at firft adopted Al« 
pbonfo V. king of Arragon, furnamed by the 
Spaniards, the wife and the magnanimous. But 
no fooner did this wife and n>agiunimou8 prince 
fee himfelf acknowledged as heir to the queen 
of Naples, than he divcfted her of all authority, 
and even wanted to deprive her of her lite. 
Francis Sforza, fon to the illuftrious pealant 
Jacomuzio, Arft fignalized himfelf in arms on 
this occafion, and by delivering his father's be- 
nefac^refs, proved himfelf deferving of the ho- 
nours he afterwards arrived at. Joan, after 
her deliverance, adopted Lewis of Anjou, grand* 
fon to that Lewis who had been fo vainly 

adopted by Joan L This prince dying, 
1435 fhe declared Rene of Anjou, his brother, 

her heir and fucceHbr. This double 
adoption proved a double firebrand of difcord 
between France and Spain ; and Rene of Anjou, 
who had been called to the throne of Naples by 
an adoptive mother, and to that of Lorraine 
in right of his wife, proved equally unfortunate 
in both thefe kingdoms. He took the title of 
*' king of Naples, Sicily, and Jerufalem, Ar- 
ragon, V^alencia, and Majorca, and duke of 
Lorraine and Bar y* and yet he was neither of 
thefe. The multiplicity of empty titles aflumed 
without either foundation or confequence, has 
thrown a confufion into our modern hiflories, 
which frequently renders them difagrccable, 
and even ridiculous to the reader. In (hort, 
the hiflory of Europe is become an immcnfe 

verbal 
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Torbal procefs of marriage comradt^, gencalo- 
gicst and difputed letters, which make the fub- 
jtSt appear both dry and obfcure, by rup>)rcffing 
great events, and hindering us from coming at 
the knowledge of the laws a'ld manners of na- 
tions ; objects far more worthy our attention. 

CHAP. LXIII. 

Of France and England, in the time of 
PHILIP of Valois and EDWARD III. 

ENGLAND recovered its ftrcngth under 
Edward I. towards the end of the thir- 
teenth century. This prince, who fucceeded 
hii father Henry III. was indeed obliged to give 
up Normandy, Anjou, and Touraine, the pa- 
trimonies of his anceftors, but he dill retained 
the province of Guicnne, and likewife made 
himfelf maflier of the principality of Wales. 
He knew how to retrain the impetuous tempers 
of the Engliih, and animate them to noble pur- 
pofes ; he rendered their commerce as 
flourifliing and extcn(ive as the nature of 12S 
the times would permit. The royal 
houfcof Scotland being extinct in 1291, he had 
the glory of being chofcn arbitrator, by the pre- 
tenders to that crown. His firft ftcp was to ob- 
lige theScottifli parliament to acknowledge that 
their crown was dependent on England ; and 
afterwards he nominated Balioj king, whom he 
made his vaflal. At length he took the king- 
dom of Scotland for himfelf, after having con- 
quered it in fcveral battles, but was unable to 
Vol. U. N keep 
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keep pofTcifion of it. Then began that anti- 
pathy between the natives of Eng^land and Scot- 
land, which, notwithftandin^ the union of the 
two crowns, is not yet entirely cxtinguiflied. 

Under this prince it began to be perceived 
that the Englim would not long continue tri- 
butaries to the fee of Rome ; they made ufe of 
various pretences to excufe their non-payment 
of the taxes impofcd on them by that church, 
and artfully evaded an authority they durfl not 
yet openly attack. 

In the year 1 300, the Englifh parliament 
began to take a new form ♦, nearly the fame 
with that it now wears. The title of barons 
and peers was appropriated only to thofe who 
fate in the upper houfe, and the houfe of com- 
mons began lo regulate the fupplies. Edward 
refolvcd to give a weight to the lower houfe, fuf- 
iicient to ballancc the power of the barons i 
and this prince, who had fteaJincfs and dexterity 
fufficient to manage, and not to fear ihcni, 
formed tliat kind ofgovcrnmcnt, which includes 
all the advant.'ij^cs of monarchy, ariflocracy, 
and democracy j but which at the fame time has 
the Inconvcnicncics of all three, and can never 
fubfifl, but under a prudent king. His fun 



♦ I« w.«'. alujiit tlic yr:ir 1264, 'mu\ in tlir u:\y,n ai Henry HI. 
tliAt tlif romtin.M'. fif J^rijl.'rid w(n' fiifl r-(ir<'frri»cH injjiil'i- 
nicn'. 'I hf Imkuis v.lio were in nlicllidn z^' linll tfuf viralc 
prinic, (omp'll'il liitn tn O^mi t<»mniiniori«., ri)>|M)i:itin(' m vM-ry 
OMjnfy, ( -itaifj rjflii I', or ni.H'iflr.iti"., <.illrfi tonfftv.it' r- , ti<r 
pirii iviii}', till' privilp^M". of the j, -oplr. Writ', vvrrc ifl'-jn} to 
their innl'Tv.ifor';, < <imin:mdir»{'. tlii-m lo .i|ipoirit Oinr knigKti 
in rvcry ftiin-, to iit .uiil rc|)rrri.ut it in tli*; cnfning p.irii im'-ni j 
.iml ilii-. is t|j'- ou^Jm of tli.it ti,.ht whi(h ihc tomni<;rr. h •%•: 
to fit in tlic iKAl louikH vt the iijtiori. 

provcJ 
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proved not to be fucb, and England was rent in 
pieces. 

Edward I. died as he was going to make 
another conqueft of Scotland, which he had al«> 
ready dirtce fubdued, and which had as often 
rebelled again. His fon, a youth of twenty^ 
three years of age, though at the head of a nu- 
merous army, abandoned his father's defigns, 
to devote himfelf to pleafures ; which appear 
more unbecoming in a king of England, than 
in the fovereign of any other nation. His fa- 
vourites had difpleafed the nation, efpecially the 
queen, daughter to Philip the Fair, a wanton 
and imperious woman, jealous of her huiband, 
whom file betrayed. The public adminiftration 
was now a fcene of fury, confufion and weak* 
nefs, and a prevailing party in the parliament 
caufed a favourite of the king's, whofe 
name was Gavefton,* to be beheaded. 131 2 
The Scotch took advantage of thefe 
troubles, defeated the English, and Robert 
firuce being made king of Scotland, reflored 
that monarchy by the weaknefs of England. 

It is impoilible to zA with more imprudence, 
^md confcquently more unfortunately, than. 
£dward 11. He fufFered his queen Ifa- 
i>ella, notwithftanding the provocation 1316 
he had given her, to go to France with 
her fon, who was afterwards the happy and 
famous Edward III. 

Charles the Fair, brother of Ifabella, and at 
that time king of France, followed the general po- 
licy of all kings, which is to fow difcord among 
their neighbours, and encouraged his fifter to 
make war againft her hufband. 

N 2 Thus 
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Thus under pretence that the king of £ng» 
land was held in a (lianicful fubjedtion, by a 
young favourite named Spc-nfer, his wife pre- 
pares to wage war a{?,»infl him. While (he wai 
in France, flic married the young prince her 
fon, to u daughter of the count of Hainaultaiid 
Holland, and pcrfuadcs that count to lend her 
troops. At length flie returns to England, 
and with an armed force joins the enemies of the 
Jcing her hufband. Her gallant Mortimer at- 
tended her, and commanded her troops, while 
the king and his favourite Spcnfer ited before 
them. 

I'he queen being ai rived at Briftol, ordered 
tliis favourite'ti father, an old man of 
J316 ninety, to be hanged, and afterwards 
inflidtcd the fame death on the favourite 
himfclf, who fell iiito her hands at Hereford ^ 
iind it is fuid they tore from him while he hung 
ij{>on the gallows, thofe members which it was 
prctcDcicd he had made a criminjl ufe of with 
hib nirHiarch. 

Alter this, tl»c kinji;, abandoned by every 
OIK*, and a fugitive in his own kingdom, i.<: 
jcikiii prifoiicr, tarrieM up to Jyondon, infultcd 
i))' the populace, confincJ in the Towtr, tried 
i^y the parliament, and Jepofcd in a folemn 
manner. His crown was then given to his fori, 
ii youth of fourteen yens of a^^e, and the 
ijiKcn in inv(fk(I with the iej;rnty, and a 
council appoiijifcl to aflill her. In fin<-, a jh;!]- 
U')\\ of about 60000 livics of riur prefeiit money 
wa-: alloVv'ed the kinj'^ dutin;:. life. 

J'.dwaid II. (lid DiA (urvive his (lif^jracc above 
;t )ear; at hij death tiierc v/eic noniaik. of 

viol '.•;.(.■: 
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faience found upon his body, but it is 
fatd chat he was killed by means of a 1327 
red hot iron, thruit up his body through 
a pipe made of horn *. 

His fon Edward III. foon revenged him of liis 
perfidious wife. This young monarch was yet 
a minor ; but being impatient to grafp the reins 
of government, which he thought himfclf able 
to manage, he or.c day fcizcd on the pcrfon of 
his mother's gallant, Mortimer earl of March, 
in her own prcfence. The parliament con* 
demned this favourite, as it had done the 
Spenfers, without hearing him -, and he 1331 
died by the hands of the common hang- 
man, not for having difhonoured his king's bed, 
and for having depofed and murdered him, but 
for having been guilty of extortion and mifde-> 
metnors, crimes which miniftcrs of ftate are 
always accufcd of. The queen-mother was 
confined in a caftle, with a penfion of five hun* 
dred pounds fterlingf, where ihe remained in 
ibiitude, and lamented more her misfortunes 
than her crimes. 

Edward being now mafter, and foon after 
abfolute mafter of the kinedom, began his reign 
by the conqueft of Scotland ; but now a new 
fcene was opened in France, and all Europe 
ftood in fufpencc to fee whether Edward would 
acquire this kingdom by right of blood or right 
of conqueft. 



* The unfortunate Edward H. wa) murJercH in Berlcely 
(aftle in Glouct-ftcrihirc, by fir John Gurney and John d« 
Maticreverfy infligated by tlie bi(hup of Hereford. 

j* Her allowance amounted to four tUoufarid pounds a year. 

N 3 France, 
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France, which comprehended neither Pro* 
vcncc, Daiiphiny, nor the Franchc-Ccimtc, 
wa.s (till a forniidablc kingdom ; but itfe king 
was nr)t yet pofl'cflcd of much power* The 
large dcnu-fncs, fuch as Burgundy, Artois, 
FlandcfH, Hritiany, and (luiennc, which were 
held i\% firfH of the crov/n, always contributed 
more to the uncalincfs than to the grandeur of 
the prince. 

'I'hc dcmefnc!! of Philip the Fair, with the 
impofls on his imme'lintc fuhjedts, amounted to 
800CO marks. When he went to war with the 
FlcmingH in 1302, and thatalmod all the vaflaU 
of France contributed towards the expcnce of 
that war, a tax of one fifth was laid on the re* 
venues of all fccular perfonsi who on account 
of their callings were difiKnfed with attending 
the campaign. If the people were unhappy, 
the rc;yal family was fiill more To. Nothing is 
better known than the infamy to which the 
three fon^of Philip the Fair fubjei^cd themfelvcn 
at the fame time, by accufmf^ their wives of 
adtiltrry in op'-ri coiirf, who were thercupfjn all 
three orrleitiil into clofc confinement. Lewii 
Hutin, thceldrftof Philip's f'ont» fhanii;Ud his 
wift; Margaret of Hourdeaux. '1 he f^^allant'. of 
thofe prirx (Mrs were conrJcrnned to fufjfer a new 
kind of punifhnu'nt, that of Ixrincr flead alive. 

After the death of Lewi't Fiutin (or 
I '^16 I,ewi'. X.} who, like hii father, an- 
iwxiA Nrivarre lo the crown of JTan'r ; 
ihc |)iil)li(: ;itlenii(in wa-. wholly en^'roilifl l»y 
the (jurffion f oncernin;', tlie Salic lav/, 'f'l.r; 
kin;'; h.id Kft only one diu^'htcr, and it bad never 
\)vri\ c'x.'iniined in I'laixe, whether feniHl-. 
ii.id a rij^^ht to inherit the crown. J^aw. ;i;': 

al'AM; » 
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always made for the prefent occafion. They 
had no knowledge at that time of the antient 
Salic laws ; but had fupplied the want of thcni 
by eftablifiied cuftoms, and thefe cuAoms were 
perpetually changing in France. The par- 
liament under Philip tb'i^Fair, had adjudged the 
county of Artois to a female, in prejudice ta 
the next heir niale» The fucceffion of Cham- 
pagne had been decided fome times in favour 
of the females, and at other times taken from 
them* Philip the Fair pofleiled Champagne^, 
wholly in right of his wife, by whom the princes* 
of the family were excluded. 

Thefe examples ibew us, that right varied 
with fortune, and that it was far from being 
a fundamental law of the ilate, to exclude the 
daughter from her father's throne;. To fay, 
with a number of authors^. ^' that the French, 
crown is fo noble that it cannot admit of wo- 
men," is in my opinion a puerile a(&rtion, and to 
fay with Mezeray, '* that the weaknefs of their 
fex does not permit women to/reign,f' is doubly 
unjuft^ befides the article of thi» antient law, which 
deprives the.femabs of all right of inheritance 
in Salic land, feems to be founded on this, that 
every Salic lord was obliged to appear in arms 
at the public afTemblies of" the nation. Now a 
queen is not obliged to bear arms, the nation 
does it for her. Hence we may fairly infer, that 
the SflUc law, in other refpe^ts fo little known, 
related to the other fiefs, and not to the crown ; 
and Co little was it efteemed a law with refpe^t 
to kings, that it was ranked under the head 
de allodiis or of allodials. Befides, if this law 
was made by the ancient Salians, it mufl; have 
been made before there were any kings, of France, . 
N 4 andv 
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sind ronrcqticntly could not relate to thcfc 

kings*. 

Ai/'AWy It is beyond a doubt that there were fe- 
ver?.) ficfii not fubjcft to this law, and bv a much 
flrongcr reafon might it be faid, that tne crown 
ought not to be fubjcft'to it. Thefc arguments 
were for fome time maintained by the duke of 
fjurgun(Ks uncle of the princefs, daughter to 
f .cwis X. and by fcvcral princefl'es of the blood. 
Lewis HiJtin had two brotherfi, who within a 
ihort time fuccecded one after another, the elder 
was I'hilip the Long, and the younger Charles 
the Fair. Charles at that time not thinkincr he 
was fo near to the c/own, oppofed the Salic 
l.iw out of jcaloufy to his brother. 

Philip the Long took care to have it declared 
at 1 'meeting of barons, prelates, and burghers 
of Pans,. that females ought to hn excluded from 
the crown of France. But had the oppofitc 
parry prrvailcd, they would foon have cnadted a 
cjuitr* rontrjry funrjjim'-nt'il law. 

Thi I Thtlip who \'i kfiown for little rife than 
lia\in^f cx( hided the hidiops from a feat in par- 
li.imrnt, rlird after a ihort rcign^ and left only 
(\ii\iyhU:n Ik hind him. 'J'hc Salir law was thrn 
conhrrncd thcfecond time ; and Charles the Fair, 



* 'Iht: pnrtifular «]»irflr»on ^n v.hlili thr Fr^nrh founfl 'he 
^fdiifionof Krmalc-.y i-. in thr fixty-iccind aitic]'- of t),^ cM* 
«' i.r iimiij'. tl>rlrfV'9''f thr Ki|;tj'ifi.i/i'. and S ili.irr.. It irrf^r*., 
l).-i' i'l ,'i.ili'. I^rwl, no porfion of the ifih-ri* irf c t\i(fTr'\ 
to t]if f^tiisilr*, hut, l^rinK .irr|iiirr(i \,y thr muh i, \\i-y t,tt]y ^n 
t>i\.A,^r t,i the {tu<r{l\nn. In all |>rol"«hihty il", Sahc J^r.'!, '/> 
v>)ii' \i *\ir, rfyrfiUdii it]\\n\rt.^ v/.i . ii'i iiiOf ih.irj fi'.rri cn- 
fjiif-rrri i-n.,'.!-. h'l'l hy kr.ij'ht''. frivic, in fort .i'hfl;:.^»i'.:i '0 
Mhrrrftatn t'*rm*'i| fl//W//i/, whk h nii/.ht h** a^juirH hy dfU^nt, 
Hiarru^r, or puicJiafc^ without an/ cx'.luii'/O oi the tem*.e Uk. 

why 
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who had fo ftrongly oppofcd it, fuccceded to 
the crown without the lead difpute, and ex- 
cluded his brother's daughters. 

Charles the Fair at his death left the fame 
caufe to be again decided. He had left his 
queen with child, and a regent was wanting to 
the kingdom. Edward 111. pretended to the 
regency as grandfon to Philip the Fair by the 
mother's fide, and Philip of Valois took pof- 
fcffion of it ia quality of firft prince of the 
blood ; which was afterwards folemnly con- 
ferred upon him, and the queen being brought 
to bed of a daughter, he afcended the throne 
with the general confent of the nation. It 
appears then that this Salic law, by which all 
females were excluded from the crown, was a 
law of the heart, and had become a funda- 
mental law by ancient and univerfal agreement.. 
There are indeed no other, fince all laws 
are made and abrogated by men. And can any 
one doubt that if ever it fbould happen that 
the blood royal of France (hould become wholly 
extinct, excepting in one princefs, and (be 
worthy of reigning, that the nation might not^ 
and ought not to confer the crown on her ? 

At that time Philip of Valois had the firname 
of the Fortunate given him by the people ; he 
might alfo for a while have been called the Jufi 
and the ViSiorious ; for the count of Flanders, 
who was his vaflal, having opprefled his fub« 
jeds, they revolted againft him, upon which 
Philip marched to the affiftance of that prince, 
and when he had quelled the rebellion, he ad- 
vifed him '* to take care not to caufe any more 
revolts by his ill conduft." 

N S He 
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He mij/ht nuncnvcr be c^illrcl the Fortunalrf 
when ;it Arnirns he rcrrivrd tbr £r;Irmn homii{(e 
yielded to him by Kdward IIL iJut thi% ho- 
Inii^c was foon h^Ddwrd \ry a w;ir v lulw^rd 
liifpiitiru'; the < rown with Philip, after he had 
9icknowlrdf/rd him (elf hii vMA, 

A bn wer of the eity of (ihftiit wa» the prin- 
Ciipt;) promoter of thi<i farnoiiii war, arwl the per- 
fofi who dctrrmificd Kdw»rd to t^c the title of 
king of Fr»rRT. 'Ihi** brewer^ whc^tfc name 
waft Jamffi d'Artfveh *, waft on^ of thofe fiib- 
]t(\B whom prihteft oiij^ht either to ruin or \o 
keep fair with. The prodi(riouf» credit hr h^/i 
obtained amon^ hi<i cotintrymrn m»de him % 
ncceflkry inflrumrnt to Kdward \ but hr would 
Jiot exert thift c rrdit in bch;ilf of the Kn8;h(h mo- 
nan h^ unlefft he would t;ike the title of kins; 
of FrAHce, in order to m»kc an irrrroiKilesibJo 
brcaeh between the twr> kin^ft. Kdw;ird and 
the brrwrr fijMi'd thi«i treaty at (Jhrnt |f»i»f^ hr- 
forn ho/liliijr, h;id hww eiimni'-nc d a^rainH 
I'rancr. 

i fh;ill (p:»ir rnyfrU the froiil»|fT fif rritrrint^ 
int(» A (IrfMil of w;ii';, wliirh ;iir; inofhy ilikr, 
;iiHJ f(»rdinr iny(»ir to ihofr (|iii»L'': win- h I' f/»' 
fo ( l»,ii,i/!f nil' rli'' m:ini)rm of th'" Mm*-^ . ;imI 
fiTr I iniitl t»ik'- norlo, tli;if' J /Uv.> ■! rirJiMJ 

Philip i\r \J ,\\i,\r (I) fm;/|r cOITriMl^ V/iiic || tli*- 
bffrr rf-lnfrrl, Liyin;^^ ••If v.;.; i.',t ^,f 4 (o- 
vrM i^'O prijx'- \n i\/}\i wifli Iw ; v.i(|j1.* 

Ill thr rii'Mii titfji-, ;i ri' 7/ # vni li,ip|»"n'"d, 
whr* h I' 'fiir'! ;i('.wri Jo fi'rrtUMi flj'- !..iii' \a'^. 
Mtitr.iny, ;i lir I (d ihf (lov/ii of l'r;infr, (..id 



• Or |w';l. V.iri A.'J'V'I'. 
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been lately adjudged bv the court of peers to 
Charles of Blois, who nad efpoufed the 
daughter of the laftduke, and the count 1 341 
of Montforr, this duke's uncle, had 
been didnherited. The laws and private inte- 
rcft were here in contradi^on. The king of 
France, who, one would think, fliould have 
maintained the Salic law in the count of Mont- 
fort's caufe. Tided with Charles of Blois ; and. 
the king of England, who ought to have fup** 
ported the right of the females in Charles of 
Blois, declared in favour of the count of Mont* 
fort. 

Upon thifr occaiion, the war was renewed 
between France and England, At firft Mont* 
fort is furprifed in the city of Nantes, and car- 
ried prifoner to Paris, where he was confined 
in the tower of the Louvre: his wife, the 
daughter of the earl of Flanders, was one of 
thofe heroines who fo feldom make their ap- 
pearance in the world, and from whom the fa- 
ble of the Amazons was doubtlcfs firft invented. 
She prcfented herfelf to her hufband's troops,, 
holding her young fon in her arms, with a 
fword in her hand, and a helmet on her head. 
She ftoutly defended the town of Hannebon, 
and at length, with the afliftance of the Eng- 
lifh fleet, Ibe obliged the enemy to raife the 
ficge. 

While this was pafHng, the Englifti and 
French paries carried on the war in Guienne, 
Brittany, and Normandy. At length 
was fought I he bloody battle of Creily, Aug. 
betv/cen Edward and Philip of Valois, 26, 
near the river Somme. Edward had 1346 
with him hb fon, the prince of Wales, 

N 6 called. 
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called the iihvk Prince, on account of his 
brown armour, and a black plume of feathcri 
he wore on liih helmet. This youns piincc had 
almofl the whole honour of (he day. Some 
hiiiorians have attributed the defeat of the 
French to fonic piecc» of cannon, which the 
£nglifii had ntoviJcd thcmfc|vc.i with on this 
occalion *. it h.jd been upwards of ten or 
twelve years fince the ufe of artillery had been 
introduced. 

It has been a (|ucflion, whether this inven- 
tion, which originally came from the Chinefe, 
wa?i brou^'ht into Europe by the Arabians, who 
traffic on the Indian Teas ? I can hardly think 
if. It wa<) a Ikncdidtinc monk, named fkr* 
thold Schwartz, v/ho fird difcovcred this fatal 
fccret. Several however had a))proachcd pretty 
near to it before his time. Roger i3aconi who 
was likewife a priedi and of the fame order, 
had a Ion/; time before taken notice of violent 
cx|}lo(i()n.'>, tliut rni|',lit be produced from falt- 
jMrtre pent ti)). liut how l);ippcncJ it, that the 
French kin^ had not cannon in bis army, as 
well as the kinj^ of Fln^^land ? Or if the Eng- 
liflj had thi'4 ftjpcrior arlv,«nta;re, why do all our 
hiflfiriani tbr(;w the; loli; ol the battle on the 
(f^'oocfc eroPi-bowrncn, wbi( b Philip had in bin 
pay? and wliolc Ixjw-fiiinjr'i b;wl been rendered 
u(»:l« (ji \iy ,\ ru'Men fliowrr of r.iri ; v/bllfl ibofe 
of I be l'.fi|.'lif]i anlur.'» wire ii'-l \\w. Iruff wet- 
fr«l f ? 'I brfr- liifiorianr. bovv(vrf rnij'bt have 

• No \ u^\\i\\ Ol It'ii'Ij liiMf.fi.1'1 »l,.ii v,<' kti'.'A, lu'Vrs 
tnr-ri'ioii ('f ,1'iy ( iMMOfi t-n t\\h>r fj-lr ,i» iJi". l.ifilr. V.llfii 
ind»ri| \.\Vr% i,otj('-ol Iho ' lr« f|fiiM.<ri' ' , l-iii J:i -III I f«; .j|i»|j'jr 
h'- in foifKilrrj. 

^ TJ.r KiijIiHi |iiflofi..n-. .jj.r'f ly f.', fJi.if th'-r .irrhrrt kff.t 
thcit lj;'.v' in ca(c»i unUlthc i.'(ri| or iiithcr Hii/wt r, wai o>rr. 

With 
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mth more juttice obferved, that a prince, who, 
like the king of France, hired Genoefe archerf, 
inftead of training to difcipline the people of 
hit own nation, and who fufFered his own army 
to want cannon, when that of the enemy was 
provideJ with them, did not deferve to con« 
quer« 

It is very ftrange, that, confidering the total 
change the ufe of gun-powder mud have 
wrought in the art of war, we have never been 
able to trace out the aera of this change. A 
nation that was able to procure a good train of 
artillery, muft doubtkfs have been fuperior to 
alt others* This was of all arts the moft fa«- 
tal ', but, at the fame time, that which required 
to be carried to the greateft perfection* And 
yet even in the time of Charles VllL it ftjll 
continued in its infancy ; Co prevalent are an- 
tient cuiloms and fuch the bar which indolence 
throws in the way of human induftry* They 
did not know the ufe of artillery in ihips till 
the time of Charles. V. and lances continued to 
be the chief warlike weapons in moft engage- 
ments till the latter end of the reign of Hen- 
ry IV. 

It is pretended, that at the battle of CrtfTf, 
the enemy had no more than 2500 horfemen m 
complete armour, and 40000 foot ; and that the 
French had 40000 foot, and near 3000 men at 
arms. Tbofe who are for making the lofs ftill 
lefs on the fide of the French, fay, that their 
army did not amount in the whole to more than 
20000 men •. The 



* The Mithorimtft certainly be creatly miftaken in thie ae« 
eovot of Ou f9K€ of the twa anmei* The bcft hiftoriam in^ 
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The count of Blois, who was one of the 
Teeming caufcs of this wur, was killed in this 
battle ; und the following day the tr^'Ops of the 
commons of the king(l<»m were like wife de- 
feated. Kdw.ird, after two viiJlories, obtained 
within two days, took the town of Cabis 
which the Kngliili rcjnained in poflcffion of 210 
years. 

1 his war, which was carried on at the fame 
time in (/iiienne, Kritanny, Normandy, and 
Picardy, drained both I'Vance and Lni^iand of 
men and money. And yrt that was» very un- 
fit time for amhilion to difj)l;iy itfrif in llie de- 
ftruciion of the hinnan fpccics ^ they fliould ra- 
ther have united againft a fcourgc of another 

kind. A icrtible plajMfc, which had 
1347 made the circuit of the world, and had 
Atul depopulated Afia anri Africa, now made 
J 348 dreadful havoc in l''ufopr, and efpecially 

in I''iancr jind Kii|;l,ind| . 
Mf /.( lay l)a'. Iriid nf'rr others, that this phicnic 
ranic fioru Ciiinn,nn(l thiit tbnc arofc nut of ihc 

fmffiu'. fill* I'li.li;. 'Ilvi'lid iiii jirmy inf'» tlnn t\tiUn^\ hn- 

lUin, f}|. hrff '»' •■li,<l-, (i.MifTi.ifi'l I i.,' |o).'i «!'■ Tmy- rfi'.-.r.li, 
ifjr l.lif"! I.ipp" n| I'.'i'i. JMP,.. criMI"! 't ^i'-'/ m- n .M »irr,«, 
ICjf.'i'i 'f f n'ry, -I'l it^(,r, f »' riM ■/•• / if.h fif.'v:. Th*- <« -/ifil 
^iviliori, cifii'M' < 'I hf J. h,.Tir«j, n.iint r?f Alfrifon, v/ 1'. i m- 
P'pff 'I (i| /)'.ft . mMi .If .irn», .ifwl f '•' it iJ.f'.iDtry : .ir<il ih- ■» :; I 
IkhIv, "I ini„ri/l' /'. !./ riiilij. in |i. I |.,h, tou{\{\t >\ i>\' n.-.- . ti ' n 
at .'fr p, .r I ', ' '■ '.firiity j m '|- in.', im ■11 if)'>' '» l,»irf' fv n, 
nui\ t \ ' ff.'.r. V/h< r- • . fit' I'!., lull r'f!'!-/ »l, I -.f.t '. ,j<| jr 

niMfl ■,! .liM'.c •/,'./, Ml' '», 'I/. PI III" fllff In.", (/■::. rn r.'l* I 

hy »|ir- |ii.4#f-f W •,'<■'., i!»-. •. «,» *: ., p,-n if i-pi , /) ■ i 
;if'l'r. , ..f. • ^ /,/. if.l.j.-r, 1-1 III'- f .-fit ',,.', t|,,-. v-r- 
J?n/ o 1,1 t .! . . ifi . /,' '.• 1 I ■ ' .1 , J /I .1 • . r ,■ r.i ... l,.-.t ; 
fl.' ♦»! .'' Ill' , . '. ,,ff. .fi/l- ' • y '.. 1- .. •. I.n ' I'. V ■<! . f, ; -.l-.l 
I'f •;•' , 11 I M ! =|.i', ._ { ■ i! I # . :.; I f »r '• ^" )>'*■-. 

I in f|i' fi,n (./ Mi'.nfiK 'I 'ii. : I I ■|"i'; (vli-'li )i;''-l fw-i 
y/H"; »; ,' ^ " I ' if'. I • AfL f,iid lo )).f.c 'lit-J of it in tl.i. t\\i»% n\ 
/t\ftwn.Ji .ini] J.i,ttuiii\, 
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earth, an inflammatory exhaldtion in the form 
of a globe of fire, which burfting, difpcrfed its 
mfierftious contents over the whole hemifphere;. 
Methinks this is afcribing too fabulous an ori* 
gin to fo certain a calamity. In the firft place,. 
we have no inftance of any fuch meteorical ex- 
halations having ever caufed th« plague j and in 
the fecond place, the Chinefe annals make no 
mention of any contagious diftemper, except that * 
in the year 1504. The plague, properly fo called 
is a malady peculiar to the climate ot the mid- 
dle part of Africa, as the fmall-pox is to Ara- 
bia, and the poifon which infcfts the fprings of 
life, to the Caribbce iflands. Every climate of 
this wretched globe, in which nature has every 
where blended the evil with the good, has its 
particular poifbns. This plague, which made 
fuch havoc in the 14th century, refembled thofe 
which depopulated the world under the reign of 
Juftinian, and in the time of Hippocrates ; and 
during the continuance of this heavy fcourge, 
king Edward and Philip of Valois fought only 
for the maftery over expiring fubjefts. 

After a feries of fo many calamities, after the 
elements and the unbridled fury of ambitious 
men feemed to have combined to defolate the 
face of the earth, it is aftonifliing to fee Eu- 
rope in fo flourilhing a condition. The only 
refource left for mankind in thofe times of uni- 
verfal diftrefs, were the towns which were be- 
neath the notice of the great lords. There in- 
duftry and commerce repaired in fecret the 
evils, which theprijicesof the world perpetrated 
wuh fo much noife and oftentation. England 
during the reign of Edward III. abundantly re- 
paid herfelf S)e immenfe fums ibe bad been 
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obliged to lavifli in fupport of her monarch'! 
enterprizet • She found a market for her wool at 
Bruflels, the inhabitants of which manufactured 
it. The Flemings likewife employed them* 
felves in various manufa^uref* The Hanfe 
Towns * formed a republic ufcful to mankind ; 
and the arts maintained their footing in ail the 
free and commercial cities of Italy. Thefc 
arts only reouire to fpread themfelves and to en- 
creafe i and after the fury of the general florm 
is over, they tranfplant themfelves as it were of 
their own accord, into thofe defolated countries 
which iland in need of them. 

During this fituation of affairs died 
1350 Philip of Valois, far from carrying with 
him to his grave tiie title of Fortunate, 
tho' he hud annexed Dauphin^ to the kingdom 
of France. I'he lall nrince of this country 
having lofl all his children, and being tired 
with the warb which he had maintained againft 
Savoy, g^ve Dauphine to the kinu; of France 
in 1349, and became a Dominican friar at 
Paris. 

'I his Province, fo named from one of its 
kingt» having taken a dolphin (in French called 
dauphin) tor his ainih, made a part of the 
kingdom oi Aries, which was one of the ini- 
periul dcniefhtb ; fo that th^ kinp^ of France be- 
came by this aciiuilition a feudatory to the em- 
peror Chailth 1 V. Wc know for ccilain, that 
ihe empriort} always (lainied :i light of jurif- 
didion over tins piovincc^ till the time of 
Maximilian I. and the (Jcrman civilians infifl 



• 'Mic lliiile 'I'owni, M wril I iiowo ccnfedcr^ry of tr4(lii>s 
cillcb in dJlttreut i>«iti of tuiopc. 

to 
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to thi3 day, that it ought to depend as a fief on 
the empire. Its princes however think diflFe- 
rently. In fad, nothing is more vain than rc- 
fearches of this nature ; and they might as well 
afiert, that the emperors have a claim to Egypt, 
becaufe Auguftus was once mailer of it. 

Philip of Valois had alfo encreafed his de- 
mefnes by the acceflion of the provinces of 
Roufillon and Cerdagne, which a king of Ma« 
jorca, of the houfe of Arragon, had mort* 
saged to him for a fum of money, and which 
Charles VIII. reftored again, without being 
-Kimburfed. He alfa made the acquifition of 
Montpellier, which has ever fmce cont'mued in 
the houfe of France. 

It may appear furprifing, that Philip, during 
fo troublefome a reign, (hould have been able to 
purchafe thefe provinces, befldes paying fo 
much money for Dauphine. But the duties up- 
on fait, which the people called Philip's Salic 
law, the augmentation of the taxes, and the 
frequent alteration of the coin, had enabled 
him to make thefe purchafes, by which tht 
ftate indeed became encreafed, but was at the 
&me time greatly impoverifbed j and although 
this prince had at firft the appellation of Fortu- 
tunate, his fubje£)s had never the leaft claim to 
that title. And yet under the reign of his fon 
John, they regretted even the times of Philip 
of Valois. 

The moft interefting aflFair with refpeft to the 
people, during this reign, was the law of writs 
of error, which the parliament gradually in- 
troduced, with the affiftance of the attorney- 
general, Peter Cugnieres. The clergy made 
loud complaints againft this a£t; but the king 

con- 
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contented himfelf with winking at this new 
cuftom, and would not oppofc a remedy^ which 
added a fnih Aipporc to hia authority^ and the 
lawaof thcrcalm* 

A writ of error, which is to be lodged in the 
courts of parliament of the kingdom, takei 
place u]x>n cau(e of complaint for any umuft or 
infufiicicnt fcntcncc {^jvcn by the eccleuaftical 
courta i any declaration which dedroyi the 
royal jurildidionf or an oppofitiun made to the 
pop«*f> bull, which mav be contrsiry to the rights 
of the king and kingdom, 

TWib /iate remrdy^or rather palliative medi- 
cine, way no other than a weak imitation of 
the famous flatute of pmmunirt ^, enabled by 
ihc pailiamcnt of KnelMnd» in the reign of Ed- 
ward ill. by which itattitei everyone who pro* 
ftcuted a caufc in an ecleiuftical court, which 
properly fell under the cognizance of the kiiifi'f 
courts, was puniflied with impritbnment. 1 ne 
En^liih have generally fct an example to other 
nations in all matters relative to the liberties of 
the dare. 



• K'lwwd III. in thr a7th yr>r M ),',% inftit ef«a<W » )«w 
ay/*iiif) \\\ttlf i*l»o dr"'// thr Uiy'yO%<>u* oi ti.e r'^-!i»i, t'/ j.rof-.- 
tutr faiifrj t|:,it j,ro),'iJy \ir]'>ti^fii i'/ fl.r kif.|'t i •. ,r» • !. ,' *\.*' 

w»t lTi;«'> in ♦Lt f.^utA I', j'h-ir'l 11, «I'*rfi».y •h-i' 'l.' eft* f. 
*1 r» (\,;'M \' j.iiJ ',.-• hi '.).'• V.\i :■;■■ ].f.'tf^:t,u, fori'-.* T.* .' 

y\''.iiur''. 
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C H'A P. LXIV. 
Of FRANCE^ under King JOHN. 

THIS reign proved flill more unfortunate 
to France than the foregoing. John^ 
ivho was furnanied the Good, began his reign 
ivith ordering the count d^Eu * his conftable 
of France to be afia&iated in bis own palace. 
Soon after bi« coufin and ibn-in-law, 
the king of Navarre, ordered the new 1354 
conftable f to be murdered. This king 
nrf Navame^ Charles Petit, who was fon to 
Lewis Hutin, and king of Navarre in his 
mother's right, and a prince of the blood by 
•ibe' father's lide, was,. as weD as king Tohn, one 
«f the icourges of France, and well deferved 
the title of Charles the Bad. 

The king, after having been obliged 
to pardon him in full parliament, caufed 1355 
him to be apprehended for a much 
4bilaller crime, and without any form of trial, 
■orakred four of his friends to be beheaded. 
Thefe dreadful executions were the confequences. 
of a weak government, which produced cabals ; 



* Raoul, count of £u and Gaynes, had been prifoner in 
England, from \vhence be was jnft retarned. The king, being 
informed that he was concerned in fome intrigves againft the 
ilate, entered him to be arrefted and beheaded without form of 
trial. 

f The king of Navarre, incenfed to fee the coonty of 
Angouleme, which he had begged of the king, given to 
Charles of Spain, conihible of France, whom he Jooiccd 
■pon as his morul enemy, he way-laid and aflaffinatcd him 
at TAi^ in Normandy. 

thefe 
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thcfc cabals brought on a£ls of the blacked 
revenge, which ended in a fevere but untimely 
repentance. 

John, being in want of money, had begun 
his reign with renewing the fallc coin which 
had been current in his father's time, and had 
threatened to put the officers entrufted with 
this fecret to death. I'hefc abufes were at 
once the effedls and proofs of a difaftroui time : 
misfortunes and abufes produce at length falu* 
tary laws. France was for fome time under 
the fame kind of adminidration with its ncieh* 
bouring kin[;dom England. The kings caned 
a general ailcmbly of the dates i this aflembly 
baa been fubdituted in the place of the ancient 
parliaments of the kingdom. Thcfe ecneral 
aflemblies were exa^Iy the fame with the par- 
liaments of England, oeing compofed of no- 
bles, bifliops, and deputies from the feveral 
towns ; and that which was called the new par- 
liamcnt, and fate at Paris, was nearly the lame 
with the court of kini^'u bench in London. 
The chancellor was the fccond odiccr of the 
crown in both kingdoms. In England he fpoke 
for the kin^ in the general aflembly of the 
dates, and had a ri^ht of fuperintendcncy over 
the court of kin;;':> bench *. lie was the fame 



* Tlif ( liir>(ell(ir (if Kn^/l.tiul rievr iu'l any t\yUt of fu> 
petinirruifiiiy ov<-r liin kiuy\ UcihU, wIjuIi ii fh<- <b/.''.f 
fMurum iii •A\ tiir hiliji-^t'. in llir- iculiiif wlirri! ihc kin,^ r. 
Ui\\\H>\in\ \u {'irfiilc ill p'-il<>ii. I 41 li(;ii> rt I'tirip, /•ibor-.'.- 

fUtr to (haiuriy, it lulli \>rvu liriii, (li.il li|>(/n 'yu\\n\t-^ 
frivcn in tlut ccmi*, writ tt\ riicir in Utuit < .ilei will liC 
letuiiMJilf in tl.f iciiiK*) brnclit iiaiy, it huth Ixtn aflrrtrd, 
th::t ii wiit of tiKir lien in l)>" kin^ % tciiih ut uu atUin- 
(irr bcfvrc the loid iiii'li (tc/<ii<l. 

in 
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in France } and what proves beyond contradic- 
tion, that the adminiftration was carried on 
upon the fame principles, both at Paris and at 
London is, that the aiTembly of the ftates of 
France in 1355 enadled, and obliged king John 
to iign almoft the fame kind of regulations, 
oay almoft the fame kind of charter with that 
which the barons of England obliged their king 
John to fubfcribc. The fupplies, the nature 
and term of thefe fupplies, and the value of 
the fpecies, were all regulated in this aflTembly. 
The king obliged himfelf not to compel the 
fubje£l for the future, to furnifli provifton for 
his houfhold unlefs paid for it ; never to make 
any alteration in the coin, .&c. &c. ice. 

This aflfembly of the ftates in 135^, which was 
the moft memorable of any ever held in France, 
has been taken the leaft notice of by our hifto- 
rians^ Father Daniel only fays, that it was 
held in the hall of the new court of parliament. 
But here it will be neceflary to obferve, that 
the parliament was not at that time perpetual, 
and had no place in this great aflembly of the 
flates. In faft, the provoft of the merchants 
of Paris, being in virtue of his office the natu- 
ral deputy of the firft city in the kingdom, was 
fpe^iker for the third ftate. 

There is one eiTential point in hiflory which 
has been pafled over in filence : this is, that the 
ftates granted a fupply of about 190,000 marks 
of filver for paying 30,000 gendarmes ; this 
makes about nine millions five hundred thou- 
fand livres of our prefent money. Thefe 
30,000 gendarmes were part of an army of at 
leaft 80,000 men, to which the commons of 
the kingdom were alfo to be added# and at the 

expiration 
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expiration of the year amHhcr fupply wm to ht 

rrovidtfd for the maintenance of the fatnc army, 
/aftly, wc muff obferve that this great charter 
proved only a temporary rcguhition in France^ 
whcrraii it was made an oliabltfhed law among 
the KnglKh. 

At Ifnirth the black prinrr, with a fmall, but 
formidable army, a<lvHnccui ha far as Poiticrsy 
and ravaged all thofe territories which had for- 
merly made part of the demcfnes of his ancef- 
tors. King John, at the head of 60,000 armed 
men *, immediately flew to meet him ^ whereas 
had the French king declined coming to 
1356 an engagement, it is obvious to every 
Sept. one, that he might have ftarvcd the 
wh(Je Knglifh army. 
If the black prince committed a fault in ad" 
vancing too haihiy, John was guilty of a much 

Krcatcr one in attacking him. This battle of 
latipntiiis or Poitirrs grrstlv rrfrmblcd that' 
whi« i) had foinicrly hrni loft by Philip dc Va- 
loi<i. 'i here wan older and (lircipliiir in llm 
army of the bl«(k priiur, whcrfas the Krrnch 
had ofily c()ur;i<'r ; and thin was ovcicomr by 
th(7 (iiprrior rotna/'/- of (he i'.n^lifh a»i<l (tAi- 
cdon^i who fonj'ht inwlcr the prince oi Wair^. 
Wr (](} luA lind it (amI thd\ cannon wa% ww\n 
ii(r oi by rithrr army in thin biiltlr. The fi- 
IroM' of wiilci'; in thin rcljic/t IrHvrn room to 
floi.bt whrthrt thcic Wiin ;iny tif(d at the: battle 
of Ciclly ; Of, ;it IrjiH, it proven th;it if thrrr 
was, it had proved ai vriy little rflccft, and upon 
th;it a(C(Mnit thry had (|i((oiitiniird the life f^ 



n«<(i'l*« iriffirifry. 
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it : it may likewife fcrve to fliew, how apt men 

ire to flight advantageous difcoverics on account 
of their novelty, and for the fake of adhering 
to an old eftablifbed cuftom : or laftly, it is a 
tacit reflection on the negligence and inacccu- 
racv of hiftoricai writers. 

Moft of the French knights were flain in 
this battle ; the reft fled $ and the ktn^, be- 
ing wounded in the face, was taken pnfoner, 
with one of liis Tons. It is worthy of notice, 
that this monarch Airrendered himfelf to one of 
his fubjedts * whom he had banifhed, and who 
on this occafion ferved againfl; him in the ene- 
my's army. The fame thing happened to 
Francis I. t- 

The black prince conduced his two royal 
captives to Bourdeaux, and from thence they 
were conveyed to London. It is well known 
that upon this occafion he behaved with the 
utmoft tendernefs and refpedl io the king of 
France. His moderation added new luftre to 
the glory he had acquired by his valour. He 
made his entrance into London upon a little 
black horfe, and rode on the left hand of his 
prifoner, who was mounted on a horfe of re- 
markable beauty, and ornamented with the 
richeft trappings. 

The king's confinement proved the fignal of 
a civil war in Paris ; every one was immediately 
for forming a party. l<adtions are generally 



* Named Dcnnlt de Morhec, a knight of Artois, wbo> 
coming up to him when he was deferted by all his follow- 
er!, exhorted him to yield: upon which John threw hia 
gauntlet to him in fignal of furrendcr. 
' f At the battle of Pavia. 

cftabliflicd 
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cftabliflicd upon the pretext of reformation. 
Charles, the dauphin of France, who was af- 
terwards the wife king Charles V. was declared 
regent of the kingdom ; but it was only to fee 
almod the whole kingdom revolt again» him. 

Paris at that time was become a formidable 
city, for it contained 50000 men able to bear 
arms. On this occafion they firft invented the 
ufe of chains in the ftreet&, which ferved for 
intrcnchmcnts againft the revolters. Charles 
the dauphin, now found himfelf obliged to re- 
Icafe the king of Navarre, whom his father had 
confined in prifon. This was in fa£t letting 
loofe an enemy againft himfelf. The king of 

Navarre arrives at Paris, and arrives to 
1357 blow the coals of fedition. Marcel, 

provod of the merchants of Paris, enters 
the Louvre, at the head oH the malecontents, 
where he caufes Robert de Clermont, marechal 
of France, together with the marechal of Cham- 
pagne to be malfacrcd before the dauphin'i. lycs. 
in the mean time tiie pcufants aflcnible from ill! 
parts, and in the hurry of the tumult full upon 
all the gentlemen they meet with in their way, 
treatinjr, them as revolted fluves nwiy be fuppofeJ 
to treat thole fevcre inalicis who happen to fall 
into their h.nids, rcveiijiing th.-ndtlves upon 
them l>y a thouiand ciui-l ))uiii{hments for the 
nu';w)ii(-rs ot ihiir coDcliticii, and the nnri'iics 
ihi V h.ul fiiU'ered \ and ihey e\en cariicd their 
hrijr.d 'iiiv lo i.w as to luall a noMc-niaii in )i:-> 
calili', .■• 1 lo eonipe! his wile and dau;;htcis id 
cat ill'- 1' ih, 

I '«. I i.i Ic eonn;\otions in tl.ir iLte, Chailt's 
of r ;i..'- alj.ircd to the crown. And ihc 
dauphin and he wa^jed war with one another, 

which 
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which ended only in a diflembled peace. In this 
manner was the unhappy kingdom rent in pieces, 
for the fpace of four years, after the battle ot 
Boitiers. How comes it that Edward and his 
fon did not take advantage of their vii^ory, and 
the misfortunes of the conquered? It feems as 
if the Engliih were afraid their prince Ihould 
prow too powerful, and therefore were tardy 
in their fupplies. Thus Edward was treating 
about the ranibm of his prifoncr, while the 
Black Prince was concluding a truce *. 
. It is evident to me that there were faults 
committed on all tides. But I cannot compre- 
hend why all our hiftorians {hould have been 
weak*enough to aflert, that Edward III. being 
come into France to reap the fruits of the two 
vidories of Crefly and Poitiers, and 
being advanced within a few leagues of 1360 
Paris, was on a fudden flrvick with an 
holy pannic, occafioned by a violent fliower of 
rain, and that falling upon his knees^ he made a 
vow to the holy Virgin, to grant the French 
terms of peace. When was it ever known 
that a (bower of rain determined the wills of 
conquerors, or the fate of nations? If Edward III. 
did make any vow to the Virgin Mary, it W2s 
doubtlefs fuch an one as was for his own ad- 
vantage ; for he demanded for the king's ran- 
fom, roitou, Saintonge, Agenois, Perigord, 



• This truce was mediated at Bourdcaux, by the cardinals of 
Perigort and St. Viul, whom pope Innocent VI. had fcnt thither 
for that purpofe. We muft not imagine that the condu£l of 
priiKes is always influenced by nutten of policy. They, as well . 
as individuals, have their paHions, their prejudice, their fears, 
Aod their weakneflct. 

Vol. II. , O Li- 
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Limoufin, Quercy, Aneoumois, Rouvcrgue, and 
all that be ))aa poikfled himfelf of in the 
neighbourhood of Calais > the whole in full fo- 
vereignty. I am furprized that he did not at 
the fame time infift upon Normandy and Anjou, 
his antient patrimony. He further demanded 
the fum of three millions of gold crowns. 

Edward by this treaty, ceded to John the tide 
of king of France, together with all his rights to 
Normandy, Touraine, and Anjou. It i^ certain, 
that the antient demefnes which the kings of 
England had formerly poflefled in France, were 
much more confiderable than what was yielded 
to Edward by this treaty ; and neverthelefs this 
was a fourth part of the kingdom. 

At length John was releafed from his four 
years confinement in the Tower of London, 
upon delivering up his brother, and two of his 
fons as hoftages. One of the greateft difS- 
culties was to raife the money for his ranfom. 
He was to pay 600,000 gold crowns for the firft 
payment, and he well knew that PVance was 
fo impoverifhed, that (he could not raife that 
fum. In this exigence he was obliged to recal 
the Jews, and to fell them the privilege of living 
and trading in the country. The king himfdf 
was obliged to pay for the neceflaries of his 
houfchold, with leathern money, in the middle 
of which there was a little filvcr nail. The 
poverty and misfortunes of this prince dripped 
him of all authority, and his kingdom of all 
good government. 

The foldicrs whoweredifbanded, and thepea- 
fantswho had in the late troubles learnt fomething 
of the art of war, formed themfelves into parties 
in the different provinces, but cfpccially beyond 

the 
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the Loire. One of their chiefs took the name 
of *f The friend of God, and enemy to all the 
world/' A fellow named John de Gouge, a 
burgher of Sens, caufed himfelf to be declared 
kine by thefe banditti, and did almoft as much 
mischief to the kingdom by his depredations, 
las the true king had done by his misfortunes. In 
fine, what is moil furprifin^, the king, in the 
midft of this general defolation, made a journey 
to Avignon, where the popes then reiided, to 
revive the antient proje^ of theCrufades. 

A king of Cyprus had lately come to follicit 
this expedition againft the Turks, who already 
bepn to fpread thenifelves over Europe. Pro* 
bably king John was only defirous to leave his 
native country ; but inftead of undertaking this 
^ridiculous voyage againft the Turks, finding 
himfelf unable to di^harge the remainder of his 
ranfom to the Eneliib, he returned to London, 
to furrender himfelf up as hoftagein the 
loom of hie brother and his children. 1363 
There he died, and his ranfom was never 
paid. To complete his humiliation, it is faid 
that his fole motive for returning to England, 
was to fee a woman whom he had fallen in love 
with at the age of fifty- fix. 

Brittany, which had been the caufe of this 
war, was abandoned to its fate. The count of 
Blois,* and the count of Montfort, difputed this 
prdvince with each other. Montfort, who was 
juft returned from his confinement at Paris, and 
Blois from his at London, decided their 
quarrel in a pitched battle fought near 1364 
Avray ; when the fortune of the Eng- 
lifh aeain prevailed, and the count of Blois 
was ifain. 

O 2 M Thefe 
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Thefe times of ignorance, fedidon, rapine, 
and murder, wore ho^vcver thore in which chi- 
valry (hone in its greatcft luftrc. As this in- 
ftitution ferved in fome nieafure to counter- 
baltance the general brutality of manners, we 
fliallconftder ic apart. Honour and gciierofity, 
joined with gallantry, were its fundamental prin- 
ciples. The mod celebrated feat of arms in 
the annals of chivalry, is the combat between 
thirty Bretons againft twenty Englifli, fix 
Bretons and four Germans, which halppened 
at the time that the countefs of Blots, in 
the name of her deccafed huiband ^ and Mont- 
fort*s widow, in the name of her fon, carried 
on war againft each other in Brittany, in the 
year 1351* This famous combat was con* 
cerning a point of honour, and took its rife at a 
conference held about a treaty of peace. At this 
meetinff, inftead of dcliberatinfl; upon the matter 
in hand, both fides began to brave each other ; 
?ud Jkaum.inoir, who was the chief of the 
J^rctons that were for the countefs of Blois, pro- 
lH}U'd .1 combat, to decide whohad the handfomcfl 
ruillrcfi. Accoriliiij/Jy, the challrnj^c being ac- 
i;r|)ted, the conjbataiU.H, to the lumibcr of nxty, 
nut tij)oii a (pot of ^'/ound cncloCcd for the pur- 
jjofc. Of the fixty combatants, there were five 
knij^ht'i only killed, one on the fide of the 
iJrrtoni, and fotir of the Kndifh. This con- 
-firnr* a remark wc have already made, namely, 
thai tiic (oniplcle armour of thofe tiriim ten- 
(Irrcd the wearer in a manner invulncral^le, aijd 
<hat it was mu( U caficr (o throw a knight to th»: 
;^M;iifirl, than to kill him when he wa^ fallen*. 

« See Ch^p. XXVIll, ViA. I. 

Jiut 
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But all thefe feats of arms were of no real.fer- 
vice ; for they neither contribute^ to the. better 
difciplining the troops, nor remedied the abufes 
of an almoft favage adminiflration. Had the 
Pauli-^milii and the Scipios of Rome fought 
hand to hand with their enemy, to determine 
who had the handfomeft miilreis, the Romans 
would never have been the conquerors and law- 
givers- of the worlds 

- At the time when Charles- V. furnamed- the 
.Wife, came to the crown of France, he found 
the kingdom in a moft exhaufted and defolate 
condition, and was therefore obliged to have re^ 
courfe to patience, to intrigues, and to nego- 
eiations, as the moft effectual means of repair- 
ing the mifchiefs which had been caufed by his 
father's misfortunes.. But the Black Prince, 
now abfolute mafter of Guyenne, which his 
father Edward had befiowed on him in full 
ibvereignty, as a reward for his valour, foon ad^ 
ded new laurels to thofe he had already won ia 
the fields of Crefly and Poitiers. 

CHAP. LXV. 

Of the BLACK PRINCE. 

Of Don PEDRO the Cruel, king of Caftille,- 
and of the Conflable Du GUSCLIN. 

rr^HE kingdom of Caftille was almoft in as 

X mifcrable a condition as France.. Peter 

or Don Pedro, furnamed the Cruel, fate upon 

the throne, whom hiftorians have reprefented 

O 3 as 
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as a mercilcfs tyger, that thirftcd after human 
bloofi, and even felt a ferocious joy in fniUlng 
it. 1 dare affirm, that there does not cxift fucn 
a charadcr in nature. Sanguinary men arc on* 
ly fuch in the tranrports of revenge, or in the 
(cvcrity of that horrid policy, which confidcri 
cruelty an a ncccfl'ary meafure ; but no man 
ever (pills blood merely for his plcafurc *. 

This prince afccnded the throne of Caf* 
tillc a minor, and under a vcrv unfavoura- 
ble circnmftancc. His father, AJphonfo XI. 
had had fevcn baftards by his miilrcfs, Elco- 
nora dc Crufman ; thefc baftardi had fuch 
}X)werful fettlcments left thchi, that they defied 
the royal authority ; and their mother, who 
had flill more power than they, infulted the 

Zueen-dowager. In Oiort, the kin(;dom of 
)aftille WHi divided into two parties, one of 
which Tided with the aueen-mother, and the 
other with Kleonora dc Gufman ; fo that when 
the young king came of a^»e, he found himfcK 
obliged to maintain a civil war againit the fiic- 
tion of the badaids. He engaged them in fc- 
vrral battles, proved victorious, and at lad put 
I'llronora to death, to (aliyfy his mother's re- 
venge I . Thus iiir he might be termed vali.int, 

but 



• ll W'tc to l-r wirti''l, lilt ih'' Idkr ol iMini.wiifv, tlul cur 
(iMlfuM'f. itlirrliDU wiltiMi- ; l>iit v r • ainiot iro why a l-tntj) ilif. 
f-ofiliori in.iy twit l<r a< irMitli t\< Ii|',li.«'«l wi«li Inini.m carnnnr, an 
uilli l>r,u fit liuII-lMitiii)'. VVitnr(« ihi' p|i';i(ntp \K)iif li fvrn ilic 
K'>ni.in« iMok, in ilir idMiI ifc t\( thr gUdi^toi^ ;iriil ytilawt , 
thr p.ininirnl a NVto, ti CilicnU, a !?• liMi-.ilialu", .:riilf alinofl 
ill mit <l.iys of Mnlfy Iftinurl, tyr.mt of Prtomrro, who lilH 
to n.iy hi', iiinoimt Itihifflo with hiq own hand, in the w,ijr of 
r«tnitn<>n » «'H <lp ,wpl <hvi tfi'Mi. 

•j rir»>M't|.» \\,i' |i. ili'limilly nuililfirl jt T^I.ivrra, in \Iii|.\- 

Ik M of th- |>ul)h> Ui'li, I'llotc. .my (imI wai v^.is cfiit'-'I. Ini- 

iiiedutciy 
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but too fevcre. He afterwards efpoufed 
Blanche of Bourbon, and thefirft news 1351 
he heard' concerning his wife, upon 
her arrival at Valladolid, was that ihe had fal- 
len in love with the grand mafter of St. Jago^ 
one of thofe very baflards who had waged war 
agaiiift him, I am fenHble, that intrigues of 
this nature are feldom authenticated by proofs^ 
and that a prudent king ought rather to pretend- 
ignorance in fuch matters, than blindly follow 
the dictates of revenge ; but after all, the king. 
was excufable, fmce there is to this day a fa- 
nuly in Spain, which boaf^s of being defcended; 
from this adulterous commerce.. 

Queen Blanche had at leail the imprudence 
to enter into too clof^ a connection with the 
fa£tioti of the baftards, her hufband's enemies.. 
Can we then be furprifed, . that the king left her 
in a caftle^ and confolcd.himfelfv with other- a-^^ 
mours i 

Don Pedro therefore hadj at the fame time, 
the king of Arragon and his rebellious brothers 



mediately after tbiscru^ alflaiffiAation, he repaired to Burgos, and 
fent for Garcikilo de It Vagay vfho no fooner entered tht pa- 
loce, than Pedro caufed him to be difpatched, and his body 
thrown into the ftreet. His own brother, Don Frederic, waa 
butchered in his preieoce» in the hall of the palace at Seville, 
and he dined in the fame room, before the body was removed.. 
His other bfother, Don TelJo, was deftintd to the fame fate, 
fait eicaped. Hit coutin, Don Jnan of Arragon, was ftabbed 
in his preiencc at Bilboa, and the bod v was thrown out of a 
window, from whence Pedro infulted it, in the hearing of the 
populace : This nobIeman*8 widow he poiibned^ and his own 
' aunt, the queeo-dowager of Arragon, he put to death. . He 
iacrificed his own qneen. Donna Blanca, a princefs of the moft ' 
amiable chara£ler j and embrued his hands in fo many mur- 
ders, that he feems to have been deftitute of all featimentt of 
humanity* 

O 4 to 
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to encounter : ViQory however flill followed 
bim, and it mufi be confefled} he made a cruel 
ufc of it. He feldom forgave, and his rela- 
tions, who were found in arms'againft him, 
were facrificed to his refentment. In (hort, he 
ordered the grand mafter of St. Jago to he put 
to death. This adion procured hrni the name 
of Cruel, while John, king of France, who 
had afl'aifinated his conftable, and four Norman 
lords, was called John the Good. 

During thefe troubles, his wife Blanche died. 
She had been Judced culpable, and of courfe it 
was faid (he died oy poifon. But let me once 
more obfervc, that we fliould be cautious how 
wc give credit to a charge of this nature, with* 
cut fufficicnt proof. 

It wa^idoubtlcfs thcintcrcft of the king's ene- 
mies, to fprcad a report about Kuro}H; of his 
having poifoncd his wife. Henry dc Trafla- 
mare, oun of the baftards, who had the d^.-ath 
•of a moth'T ami a broihtr to revenge, and what 
was fliil more, his own intcrcft to fupport, 
took advantage of this conjuncture. France 
was at time infcficd by thofc united banditti, 
called MaUndriiii *, who did all the mifchicf 

which 



* Thl'5 19 fhr Dime giT^n in Spanlfti romanccn to rob* 
hrrn and riffi*n^. Th« Malan/irini Jit*! mcwtiunffX vitxn 
ff^r^ootinc; f,omp:iriie«, form'"'! of rhn foKiieM -wh<i had bren 
dift^ri'l"! .iMhc p*^f f. A f:rff^f numrier of rhfw were En^- 
IfOi ; 5,ir HukJi 'le C'lilvfrly awA Sir Mafthrw fJotirnay wrrc two 
of Oi^ir prin- it'll < liiff^iin". 'V\\rj fu^a^^^A ^\\\\ Hu Ci'irfclin 
in A firtfnil trr^ty, ftip'iljfrnf. \\v\X fh'-y ftiould r^ci*ive a rrr^ajn 
< Off f,'!<» rat, on m moryf.y ir',iu th' kir'K ''^ Kr4nrc ami thr pfip* ; 
XhAt hm Itolin^ri rt»oiM .il.folvr them frr.m th*; cnfiire-, rhey had 
incL.r':.) I rhit fiu Oitcfclin (Vyvll be their (ooint^derj dtid 

that 
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flfhich Edward of England had not been able 
to do. This Henry de Trafiamare entered 
into a treaty with Charles V. to rid France of 
tbofe freebooters, by taking them into his fer- 
vice. The king of Arragon, always an ene- 
my to the fovereign of Caitille, promifedto 
grant them a free paflage through his dominions. 
Sertrand du Guefclin, a knight of great repu^ 
tation, who only fought for an opportunity to 
fignalize himfelf; engaged the Malandrins tO' 
acknowledge him as their chief, and follow 
him into Caftille. This enterprize of du Guef- 
celin has been confidered as an holy adion, 
which he performed, as he himfelf acknow^- 
ledged, for the good of his foul. The holinefs 
of this adlion confided in leading a band of rob- 
bers, toaffifta rebelagainft his lawful, though^ 
cruel fovereign.. 

It is well known-, that du Giiefclin, in paf- 
fing: by Avignon, being in want of money to 
pay his troops, cibliged the pope to give him a 
Urge'fum for the fafety of himfelf and his court.. 
This was at that time a neceilary extortion, but 
I dare not mention the name which would have 
been given it, had it not been done by one, 
who commanded a troop that might pafs for a 
little army. 

The baftard Henry, affifted by thefe 
troops, which had increafed in their 1366 
march, and likewifc fupported by the 
king of Arragon, began, by caufing . himfelf 



that they ihoald not be defired to ferve againft the prince of 
Wales, whom they adored. It was bccaufe the pope delayed the 
payment of the fum he had promifed> that they aAerwardi laid 
bis> imder cbntrlbutioD* 

Q 5 to 
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to be proclaimed kinc; in the town of Burgos. 
Don redro, findinz nimfclf thus attacked bv 
the French, applied for affifliance to the BlacK 
Prince, their conqueror. This prince, who 
was fovcrcign of Guyenne, and confcquently 
mud have beheld wicn a jealous eye, any fuc- 
cefs of the French arms in Spain, determined 
by intercfl and honour, efpoufed the iuHeft fide, 
and marched to the afli(tance of Pedro, with 
his Gafcons and fome Englifh ; and Toon after 
was fought, on the banks of the Ebro, near 
the village of Navarette, the bloody battle 
which is called by that name, between Don Pe- 
dro and the Black Prince on the one fide, and 
Henry de Traftamare and the conftable du 
Gue(celin on the other. This battle proved 
more glorious to the Black Prince, than even 
thofe of Creily and Poitiers had done i be- 
caufe here the held was longer difputed. In a 
word, his viftory was complete j for he took 
Bcrtrand du Gucfclin * and the marcchal d'An- 
drehen prifoncrs, who would furrender to no one 
but him. 

Henry de Traftamare, after the lofs of this 
bsittlc, was obliged to fly into Arragon ; and the 
Black Prince rclcttled Don Pedro on the throne. 
Don Pedro, on this occafion, exerted the un- 
happy right of revenge in its full extent, and 
treated fcveral of the rebels with all that fcvc- 

rity, which the laws of government au- 
1368 thorifc under the name of jufticc. The 

Black Prince, who had the glory of re- 
fioring him to his crown, had alio that of put- 



• It muft be obfprvcd, however, that by this time the frcc- 
booting conopaniti hud revolted tp the BIskJc Triiicc. 

ting 
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ting a ftop to his cruelties f : and indeed this 
prince is, next to Alfred, the hero whom the 
£ng!ifli hold moft in veneration. . 

As foon as the fupporter of Don Pedro was^ 
withdrawn, and Bertrand du Guefclin had 
paid his ranTom, the baftard of Traftamare re- 
vived the party of the malecontents, and du. 
Guefclin, at the private inftigation of the 
French king, Charles V. began to ralfe new 
troops. 

The count de Traftamare had, on his fide, 
Arragon, the rebels of Caftille, and the fuc- 
cours of France 5 while not only the greater part 
of the Caflillians, but alfo Portugal, and the 
Moors of Spain, declared for Don Pedro, wha 
only gained fre(h odium by thefe new allies, 
without reaping much real fervice from them. 

Henry and du Guefclin, having no longer 
the fuperior genius and fortune of the Black 
prince to encounter, gained a complete victory 
over Pedro, in the neighbourhood of 
Toledo i who, after this defeat, retired 136$ 
for fafety to a caftle. where he was foon 
befieged By the viaors, and, endeavouring to 
make his elcape, was taken prifoncr by a French 
gentleman, named le Begue de Vilames. Be- 
ing conduced to this knight's tent, the firft ob- 
jett which nxethis eyes was the count de Trafta- 
mare. It is faid that, tranfported with rage at 
this fight, he Hew, difarmed as he was, upon him. 



f All the prifoners taken in this battle would have been put 
to death, had not the prince of Wales interceded warmly in 
their behalf with Don Pedro, who was prerailed upon to be re* 
conciled to thop, and t» publiib a geaeral amaefiy to all hif 

fijbjefts, N . 

and 
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and this brother (fo far ii the truth) with a 
poniard he held in his hand, inftantly put an 
end to his life. 

Thus perithed Don Pedro, at the a£e of 
thirty-four j and with him ended the CauiUian 
race. His mortal foe fucceeded him in the 
throne, without any other right than that of 
murder : And from him defcended the kings of 
Ca({ille, who afterwal-ds reigned in Spain, tilt 
the fceptre of that kingdom was transferred to 
the houfe of Auftria,, bv the. marriage of queen 
Joan of'Caftllle with Philip the Handfome, fa-t 
ther to the famous Charles the Fifth. 



C H A P. LXVI. 

Of FRANCE and ENGLAND, 
during the Reign of CHARLES V. 

THE policy of Charles V. faved France 
from ruin ; and the ncceffity o( weaken- 
ing the conquerors, Edward III. and his Ton 
the Black Prince, gave a fhew of juftice to his 
procedure. He took advantage of the father's 
old age, and the Ton's ill ftate of health, who 
was affliftcd with a dropfy, of which, he died 
in 1371. His firft ftcp was to fow divifion be- 
tween the Black Prince, fovereign of Guyenne, 
and his vafl'als ; he eluded the performance of 
his treaties, and rcfufcd to pay the remainder 
of his father's ranfom, under various plaufiblc 
pretences. He entered into connedlions with 
the king of Navarre, Charles the Bad, who 
had fo many large poflcffions in France ; he 

like- 
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Kkewife ftirred up the new kine of Scotland, 
Robert Stuart, againft the Englim ; he reftored 
order and regularity in the financef« and made 
the people contribute to the nece^ry fupplies, 
without murmuring; in fine, without fttrring 
out of his cabinet, he found means to have as 
much fuccefs as kinz Edward, who had crofTed 
the fea, and gained Rich iignal victories. 

As foon as he perceived all the fprings of his 
political machine well fecured, and in readine& 
for adion, he ftruck one of'thofe bold ftrokes, 
which might pafs for ralbtiefs in politics, if not 
juftified by well concerted meafures, and a fuc- 
oefirfiil iflue. He fent a knight and a 
judge of Touloufc, to fUmmon the Black 1 369 
Prince to appear before him in the court 
of peers, to give an account of his conduct*. 



* Thin Acp wai not taken but at the exprefs dzftre of the 
Caicon lordf, w\iO were by this time quite alienated from the 
prince of Walei^ on account of tlic fevcre impoiitiom he Lu4 
ajMO them | and hit flagrant partiality to the Englifli, in the 
ttbibMiofl of hif favours. But our author is miftaken in 
faying^ the Englifli were now defeated in every battle. So 
long M the Black Prince remained in that country, the French 
dnrft not appear in the 6eld, even when he was reduced to ex- 
tremity, by an incurable diftemper. After his return to Eng'- 
liuid, diftn idvtntBget were gained over the French by John 
de Chandof , Sir Hugh de Catverly, Sir Robert KnoAles, and 
other English comnundcrs. True it is, lord Craodifon was 
taken, in confequencc of his own imprudence,. on the bordcn 
of Le Maine ; but Bcrtrand du Guefdin had very little to 
boaft of, until one Owen, a Welch renegado in the fervice wf 
France, furprifcd the perfon of John de Grailly, Captal de 
Buche, the great rival of Bertrand du Gucfclin. The Captal 
was conveyed to Paris, and confined to clofe priion, becaolc he 
would not engage in the ibrice of Fnuice, in vioUition of his 
allegiance to the Black Prince, whom he loved to fuch a degree, 
that he would not forvive him j but broke his heul in confine- 
mtpi bm after the iaixh of Edward. 

This 
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This was aAins as fovereign judge of the 
conqueror of his rather and grandfatner, who 
was itill in poflcflion of Guycnne, and the 
.circumjacent territories, in abfolute fovereisnty, 
by right of c(>nqueft| and the moft foTcnin 
treaty. For he not only fummoned the 
1370 pritKC as his fubjedt, but an arret of 
parliatncnt was fikewife ifliiedi confif- 
cating the province ofGuycnne, and all the 
places tliat appertained to the KngliAi in France. 
The cudom of thofe times was to declare war 
by an herald at arms ; but on this occafton, one 
of the king's domcfiic fervanti was fent to 
London, to perform the ceremony. A plain 
proof that Kdward was no longer in a fituatioli 
to be feared. 

'i'he irregularity of thefe proceedings was 
in fome mcafure dignified by the valour and abi* 
lities of ficrtrand du Gueiclin, now becomt* 
ronihible of France, and more cfpecially by 
the gorxi order wliieh Charlcb had cftabhfhcd 
throughout his whole kingdom, which proved 
the truth of this maxim in public affars, that 
•* where the profit is, there is the glory." 

The Hlack Prince who was every day de- 
clining in his health, was no longer able to 
take the field : his father a)uld fend him but 
very weak fupplies, and the Knglilh, who had 
before been every where victorious, were now 
beaten on all fides. liertrand du Guefclin, 
though he did not obtain fuch fignal vidtorie? 
aN thofe of Crcfly and Poitiers, made cxa£tiv 
fuch a campaign, as thnt by which in thc(e 
latter tinier, Marcchal Turemie gained the cha- 

radtcr; 
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raS:er of the greateft general in Europe. 
He fell upon the Englifii, fettled about 137a 
Maine and Avignon, defeated all their 
parties, one after the other, and with his own 
band took their general, -Grandiibn, prifoner. 
He reduced Poitou and Saintonge to the French 
dominions, and took all the towns belonging 
to the EngliCh, either by force of arms, or in- 
tirigues. I'he very feafons themfclves feemed 
to fight for Charles. A formidable fleet of 
£ngli(h {hips, which was deftined to make 
a defcent upon the coafts of France, were kr 
Feral times put back by contrary winds ; and 
temporary truces, artfully managed, prepared 
the way for future fuccefTes. 

Charles V. who, twenty years before, had 
not money fuffici«nt to pay his guards, now faw 
himfelf matter of five armies, and a fine fleet. 
His fhipe of war infulted the Engliih on their 
own coafts, landin? troops, and ravaging the 
country, while England, who had now loft her 
warrior king, fate tame fpedatrefs of thefe in-> 
jiults. She had now nothins left in France^ 
but the city of Bourdeaux, Calais, and a few 
other fortified towns, 
' About this time alfo, France loft her 
Bertrand du Guefclin. Every one knows 1 380 
what honours his fovereign paid to bis 
memory. He was the firft, I think, that had 
a funeral oration pronounced in his praife, and 
none but himfelf and marechal Turenne, were 
ever interred in the church defigned for the 
burying - place of the kings of F^acce. His 
body was carried to the grave vfkSk the famo 
ceremonies as thofe of crowned heads, and was 
followed by four princes of the blood ; kii 

horfes^ 
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horreSi agreeable to the cuftoms of thofe times' 
were prekntcd, in the church, to the btfliop 
who performed the funeral fervice, who laid his 
hand upon them, and bleficd them. Thde 
circumftances are of no further importance, 
than as they fcrve to (hew the fpirit of chivalry, 
fince the regard and veneration paid to great 
knights, who had rendered themfelves famous 
by their feats in arm?, extended even to the 
borfei who fought under them in battle. 

Charles V. did not long furvive 
1380 du Gucfclin. He is faid to have died 
by a flow poifon, wiiich had been given 
him ten years before, and put a period to his 
life at the age of forty- four, as if there wero 
any aliments in nature that could deprive people 
of life at the expiration of a ccrttin time. It ii 
undoubtedly truc^ that when a poifon is not 
ftrong enough to prociuce inflant death, it will 
leave a wcaknefs and languor in the body, the 
feme as every violent difcafc ; but it is far from 
being true, that it will produce thofe flow efFedts 
which are by the vulgar deemed inevitable. The 
real poifon which diipatched Charles V. was a 
bad conflitution. 

No one is ignorant of the wife ordinance 
publiflicd by this prince, wherein the time of a 
king of France coming of age, was fixed at 
fourteen. This wife ordiiiance, which how- 
over proved infufficient to prevent the fubfcqucnt 
troubles, was enrolled at a bed of juflice held 
in 1374. 

Charles was defirous, by this ordinance, to 
fradicatc the ancient abufe of private wars be- 
tween the lords, an abufe which had hitherto 
pafTcd as a law of the ftate, and which, as foon 

ai 
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as lie came to be mafter, he took care to prohi- 
bit it, and even forbid the wearing arms ^ but 
this was one of thofe laws which it was impof- 
fible at that time to put in execution. 

The treafures which he amafled during his 
reign are faid to have amounted to the fum of 
feventeen millions of livres of the money then 
current. It is certain that he had accumulated 
great riches, and that alt the fruits of his oeco- 
nomy werediffipated by his brother, the duke of 
Anjou, in the unfortunate expedition to Naples, 
of which I have already fpoken *. 

After the deceafe of Edward III. the con« 
gueror of France, and of Charles V. the re- 
ftorer of that kingdom, it was plainly feen, 
that the fuperiority of a nation depends wholly 
upon thofe who are at the helm of govern- 
ment. 

Richard II. fon to the black prince, fuc- 
ceeded his grandfather Edward IIL at the ase 
of eleven 5 and, fome time after, Charles v L 
came to the crown of France at the age of 
twelve. Thefe two minorities proved both 
unhappy ; but England had the iirft and great- 
eft reafon to complain. 

We have feen the frenzy and madnefs which 
pofTefTed the peafants of France under king 
John f , and how cruelly they revenged the 
fiate of flavery they had been in, and the mi- 
feries they had fufiered, upon thofe geiitlemen 
who had in fa£t been their oppreflors : the 
fame madnefs feized the Englifh ; and the war 



• See chap. LVIJ. 
t See ch^p. LXIV. 

of 
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of Rome with the flavcs fecmcd revived in thii 
country. A tiler * and a pricrit did as much 
mifchicf to Kngland an the ({uarrela between 
the king and parliament are capable of produc- 
inij; in that kingdom. l*hcfc two incendiaries 
a(iomblcd the people of three counties f, and 
cafily found means to perfuadc them that the 
rich had long enough enjoyed the gocNJa of this 
world, and that it wab now time for the poor 
to take their revenge. They led them dire£lly 
to London, plundered a part of the city, and 
caufed the archbifliop of Canterbury and the 
high-treafurer to be beheaded. It is true that 
this madnefs ended in the deaths of the chiefs, 
and the total difpcriion of the mutineers : but 
tiicfc {fate-itormfi, which were become com- 
mon in Kuro|K:, fiifficiently (hew what kind of 
government prevailed at that time t. They 
were as yit unacquuintrd with the true end of 
politics, which vnniiih in fuhjc^ting all decrees 
and orders, in a (latr, to the pnhlir y.notl. 

It w.iy be alio faid, that the iMi/Jifh at that 
time did nor better ufiderfiand the limit*, of 



■ M. '\>- Volt.iif iitui: ill tlii% j.l.n'- to li.tvr nii/ljl:«n 
tl.'- |:'i|.':i M ifiif 'il Mic iliJ'-r of tJi'f': infur;/!!?'., toi tii.ii 
oi III', ii.i'lf (ii { .iWtny^. 

\ K'-nt, III'*, Aui florrfoxiHiirr. 

{ H': ..li.i'l'-, tr, ||,f infiiii'/tioir. of W^t 'I ylri Jti'l j.'ir 
'*'ri.v, '.vlit'li v.'Mr iiii|'««l ilifjiri.if'- rffiuf-j #,1 ij^iifn.irit j.l* 
\,',.ti,-, lo luin;"' <i»nr» villi-iiic;'- oi fl.iv«iy, I.vfv lif.'l; 
kri'iv/. tli'-y wrr- rx(i'<-'i \>» M;t>r||ir>ri dy t>tv ]oUii Mijll, ■ 
iutiiUt iiiir-n, V lifi fiiH-iiiK*'! thrrn with (ritnom an*! (ir'U- 
l^r l«-tii-itk Miii()i'i| III c|ii:iini niyfl'-ii'iin rhiuif., rxu*-me\y 
v/f'A ( ill iil.i'r-'i tfi wnU ii|j tlic niiM'in nf i(Miorjiii tufiii-. I'l 
i.iiy .III! riiihiir.i.'ni. 'r>'l'''i •tfirr luvilit'. doii'- .iKuii'ljiic: 
oi ri...'< iii'-l, '//.l^. f:.iii III SrriillififM ;it llif hr^l ot hi". 
> i'. .:'■, I.y V/jIv.f.rii, iii.iyoi of I.«jii<loii, ami others, Stnw 
a: A I'jAtl WCiC 4it«>W4iil6 cX£<.ul<:<l at itJUUjn» 

their 
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tbcir kings prerogatives, ix>r of the privileges 
of their parliainencs. Richard II. at the age 
of eighteen, aimed at being defpotic, and his 
fubjeds wanted to be free. This foon pro- 
duced, a civil war. In other countries a civil 
war almoft always .proves fatal to the malcon- 
•tents, but in England the king generally fmarts 
for it. Richard, after having maintained a ten 
years conteft with his fubjeds, about authority, 
law himfdf at length abandoned even by his 
own party. His coufin, the duke of Lancafter, 
grandfon to the late Edward III. and who had 
a long time been baniifaed out of the kingdom^ 
returned back with only three (hips. Indeed he 
flood in need of -no greater affiflance ; for, the 
inilant he arrived, the whole nation declared 
for him ; and Richard only requefled that they 
would grant him his life and a penilon for his 
iubfiflcnce. . 

A parliament was called, in which this 
•prince was folemnly dcpofed, and confined to 
the Tower, from whence he fent the duke of 
Lancafter the enfigns of royalty, toge- 
ther with a writing, figned by his own 1399 
hand, in which he acknowledged hini- 
felf altogether unqualified to reign, as indeed he 
was, fmce mean enough to fubfcribe fuch a de- 
claration. 

Thus did this one century behold two kings of 
England, Edwiird II. and Richard II. the em- 
peror Winceflaus, and pope John XXIII. all 
four tried, condemned^ and depofed^ in the 
moft folemn manner, and with all the forma** 
litics of juflice. 

The Engiifli parliament, having dcpofed 
their king, liTued a decree., importing, that, in 

cafe 
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cire of any attempt being made to reflore hioii 
he fliould be adjudged worthy of death. Ac- 
cordingly, upon the firft rifing that was made 

in his favour, eight'ruflians went and 
1400 aflaffinatcd the unhappy monarch in 

his prifon. But Richard defended his 
life better than he had done his throne. He 
wreftcd a pole-ax from one of the aflliflins, 
with which he laid four of the number dead at 
Ms feet before he fell himfeif. The duke of 
Lancafter now afcended the throne, by the name 
of Henry IV. during whofe reign England nei- 
ther enjoyed tranquility, nor was in a capacity 
to undertake any thing againft France : but his 
fon Henry V. brought about the greateft revo- 
lution that had happened fincc tlie time of 
Charlemagne. 
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